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VS 396,000,000 TALENT BILL 


Global War by Int'l Producers Group 
Vs. High Film Taxes and Censorship 


International Federation of Pro-+-—— 


ducers, worldwide film trade body 
which the Motion Picture Assn. of 
America joined this fall, is laying 
plans for a global campaign against 
high film taxes. If the assault 
proves successful it will be the 
forerunner of similar attacks on 
censorship and other problems of 
film-makers throughout the world. 


IFP, formed in Europe about 
three years ago, already has proved 
useful to producers as a: buffer to 
keep them out of the various film 
festivals springing up throughout 
the world. IFP adopted a resolu- 
tion that its members would sup- 
port only two “international” fes- 
tivals yearly. 

Thus, as new festivals are pro- 
posed, industries in IFP member 
countries merely point to the fact 
that they are restrained by IFP 
rules from taking part. The ple- 
thora of festivals—most of them 
designed merely to attract tourists 
—has become a headache for which 
the IFP now provides a handy out. 

The two “international” festivals 
recognized by the body are at 
Cannes in the spring and Venice 
in the fall. These are said to have 
been recognized because they were 
the first, and governments and mu- 
nicipalities have invested large 
sums in providing facilities. 


Other spots may still hold fes- 
tivals if they desire, but the lack 
of the “international” handle 
means there can be no competition 
for “bests” among industries of 
various countries. Any producer in 
any nation who wants to go in on 
his own is privileged to do so. 

Thus, there will be a festival in 
Bombay, India, Jan. 24. Whether 
Uruguay will repeat its fete of last 

(Continued on page 13) 


London Mgrs. Not Sore At 
‘S. Pacific’ Notices; Just 





Don’t Like Crix to Drink’ 


London, Nov. 13. 
The Society of West End Theatre 
Managers has put into effect a reso- 


lution which withdraws private 
room bar facilities for drama critics 
on first nights. Practice, which 
was in operation for many years, 
terminated after the opening night 
of “South Pacific,” and the first 
West End presentation affected by 
the new policy was Jack Hylton’s 

Women of Twilight.” 

Rumors circulating among the 
critics that the resolution was a 
sequel to the notices of “South Pa- 
cific,” are without substance. The 
matter had first been raised in the 
Society more than two months ago, 
but was deferred until the conclu- 
Sion of the holiday season. Nor 
has it been introduced for economy 
reasons. The sole motivating fac- 
tor, it is believed, was that the fa- 
cilities, provided as a courtesy and 
&@ convenience to the press, were, 
©n occasions, subject to abuse. 











Eye Marlene Dietrich 
Vice Parsons on ABC 


Sunday evening spot on ABC 
being vacated by Louella Parsons 
due to the cancellation by Jergens 
lotion may be taken over by Mar- 
lene Dietrich. 

ABC cut an audition with Miss 
Dietrich starred in ‘‘Cafe Istanbul,” 
a dramatic airer spotting the ac- 
tress as a chanteuse who gets in- 
volved in international intrigue. 
Although the waxer was done in a 
half-hour format, it’s planned to 
trim it to 15-minute length if a 
bankroller wants to back it in the 
9:15 p. m. period. Web figures 
that the pairing of Miss Dietrich 
with Walter Winchell, who has held 
the 9 p. m. spot for many years, 
will make a potent parlay. 


Johnson & Johnson 
2006 Xmas Show 


Johnson & Johnson will plunk 
down over $200,000 for an hour- 
long one-shot Christmas Day, via a 
deal signed this week to bankroll a 
special television show being pack- 
aged by Walt Disney. Network 
and the time it’s to be aired on 
Christmas have not been set. 

Show will be similar to the one 
sponsored on TV last Christmas by 
Coca-Cola, combining Disney’s ani- 
mation with live action. Several 
Hollywood stars will be spotted, as 
well as clips from the cartoon- 
maker’s “Snow White” and, per- 
haps, from some Disney films still 
before the cameras. * 

Edgar Bergen and Charlie Mc- 
Carthy emceed the Disney show 
for Coke last year, which spotlight- 
ed sequences from the producer's 
then-unreleased “Alice in Wonder- 
land,” serving as a trailer for the 
lm. 


WALCOTT’S NEW CAPER, 
“JERSEY JOE’S’ CAFE 


Philadelphia, Nov. 13. 

World’s heavyweight champ Jer- 
sey Joe Walcott has purchased 
the liquor license of shuttered 
Huyler’s Restaurant in midtown 
Philadelphia and will open a nitery 
in West Philly, under Walcott En- 
terprises, Inc., Dec. 10. 

Huyler’s closed the eatery Fri- 
day (9) night, letting out 22 em- 
ployees. Walcott said he expects 
to spend most of his time there 
when not in training for a bout. 
The spot will have a restaurant, 
bar and nightclub. 

The Philly spot was part of a 
Huyler’s chain owned by a corpora- 
tion which went into bankruptcy 
court in New York, April 3. Sale 
of a premises was to a private 
clu 




















10% DECLINE 
IN RADIO'S NUT 


Pointing up the terrific impact 
television has made on national ad- 
vertisers, sponsors during the last 
18 months have almost quadrupled 
the amount of money they shell 
out to the four major TV networks 
for talent and prodnction charges 
on their video shows. In April, 
1950, advertisers spent $623,000 
weekly for TV shows. Today they 
are spending $2,416,685 weekly. 

On the other hand, network 
radio’s weekly talent and produc- 
tion nut has declined 20.1% in the 
past year, outstripping the cut in 
network time rates, which averaged 
about 15%. In the 1951-52 season 
sponsors are spending $940,750 
weekly for commercial programs 
on the four major webs, compared 
with $1,138,700 in the 1950-51 
period. 

Most drastic slashing in radio 
was in the higher-budgeted entries, 
but even the airers with smaller 
price tags were shaved in most in- 
stances. Among the _ bigleague 
stanzas, Bob Hope’s was down from 
$30,000 to $25,000; Edgar Bergen- 
Charlie McCarthy dropped from 
$22,500 to $17,000; “Amos ’n’ 
Andy” was sliced in half from 
$25,000 to $12,500; “Fibber McGee 
& Molly” was clipped from $23,000 
to $15,000, etc. The Bing Crosby 
layout remained unchanged at 
$30,000, while Jack Benny, No. 1 

(Continued on page 15) 


McConnell Totes 
TV Politico Ball 
For 2506 Saving 


Chicago, Nov. 13. 

NBC prexy Joseph H. McConnell 
saved the television industry $250,- 
000 last week by fronting for video 
in having the sites of next sum- 
mer’s political conventions here 
moved. McConnell put in a person- 
al pitch to the. bosses of both 
parties on why the International 
Amphitheatre could better accom- 
modate the TV equipment neces- 
sary for full coverage than could 
the Chicago Stadium, with the am- 
phitheatre finally getting the poli- 
ticos’ nod. 

Fact that the bosses of both 
parties acceded to McConnell’s re- 
quest underscored anew the influ- 
ence video will have in next year’s 
Presidential campaigning and elec- 
tions. Stadium has housed all po- 
litical conclaves held in Chi since 
it was first erected, and the fact 
that the political bosses consented 
to the move points up their desire 
to accommodate TV in any way 
possible. 

Guy G. Gabrielson, Republican 
national chairman, and Frank E. 
McKinney, his Democratic coun- 
terpart, conferred Thursday (8) 


(Continued on page 18) 

















Elmer Rice Quits TV Playwrights 
Unit, Hits at Blacklist Persecution 





AFL Plans ‘Good Will’ 


+ Elmer Rice, blasting the Elling- 
ton agency and Celanese Corp. for 
what he seid was political black- 


Show for French Labor listing of actors submitted for ABC- 


Washington, Nov. 13. 
As part of a project to solidify 


its relations with labor organiza- | 


tions in democratic countries 
abroad, the American Federation 
of Labor is planning to send a 
“good will” show to France next 
May. The troupe will include about 
600 persons, including bands, acts 
and other personnel. 

Nikolas Nobokoff, AFL rep in 
Paris, is arranging the affair. 


‘Back to Melody 
Sez RCA’s Marek 


George Marek, head of artists & 





repertoire at RCA Victor, who has | 


been long concerned with the 
future welfare of popular Ameri- 
can music, gimmick records and 
kindred topics, plans to go forward 
with recapturing meledic music 
and thus reeducate songsmiths and 
publishers alike into the same 
thinking. 

Examination of the durability of 
yesteryear’s song crop—the stand- 
ards among the pop songs of an- 
other era—which seemingly are 
just as sturdy today as when first 
written, has made Marek wonder 
about the future pop song crop. 
He questions whether most of the 
freak pops of the day will persist, 
or will they only be a milestone 
in memory only to depict a certain 
phase in Americana, such as “The 


TV's “Celanese Theatre,” has with- 
drawn as one of the author-mem- 
bers of the Playwrights’ TV Thea- 
| tre, group of top playwrights whose 
| works are presented on the Celan- 
|ese show. Pointing out that the 
“air does not belong to the Elling- 
ton agency, nor to the Celanese 
|Corp., nor to the networks,” Rice 
| declared: “It is about time that 
this shocking situation be made 
clear to the American people.’. 

| In a letter to Stellar Enterprises, 
|a corporate entity set up by the 
| William Morris office to package 
| the show, Rice cited his original 


| 


contract as insuring that the orig- 
inal author of each property would 
| be given as “much control over the 
script, casting and production” as 
|he wished. Yet, he said, he has 
| discovered that Stellar submits the 
;names of all actors to Ellington 
which, in turn, submits them to 
Walter Socolow, the agency’s attor- 


(Continued on page 20) 


Bing Starts 2d Met Season 
With $52,000 Bang; Gives 
Legit Credit for Assist 


By ARTHUR BRONSON 

Rudolf Bing—who caused quite 
a sensation last year, cleaning out 
| the operatic cobwebs in his first 
season as Metropolitan Opera gen- 
eral manager—began his second 
season last night (Tues.) with al- 
| most as unusual a bang. 
| Opener at Broadway's palatial 











Charleston” and/or “Yes Sir, That’s | longhair showcase was the sturdy 


My Baby” as typical of the Jazz 
Age; “Brother Can You Spare A 
Dime?” as a musical landmark in 
the depression era, and the like. 


(old Verdi warhorse, “Aida.” But 
it was an “Aida” in a strange dress, 
an entirely new production—the 
first new “Aida” at the Met in 35 


He admits that the upsurge of | years—with fresh scenery and cos- 


“country music,” heretofore some- 
what looked down upon as “hill- 
(Continued on page 15) 


tumes by Rolf Gerard and staging 
| by Margaret Webster (both per- 
(Continued on page 20) 


BEVERLY HILLS Country Club, 
Covington, Ky. (Nov. 2-22) 
Nov. 23. .Richmond, Ind. 


itinerary 
Until 1952 


“ 


24. .Dayton, O. 
25. .Kokomo, Ind. 
27. . Chicago, Ili. 


“ 
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LAST FRONTIER, Las Vegas 
(Nov. 30- Dec. 27) 
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Friars Benny Fete Played Strictly. 
For Laughs in Smash 1-Nite Stand 


By ABEL GREEN + 


Show biz historians and nostal-| Tenn. Williams, Kazan 


gians with tall memories aggran- In N.Y. From Europe 
dized by time can stop right now More than a dozen show people 


— — those _— “ oo were among passengers arriving in 
and after-dinner speakers a €|New York Monday (12) on the 
ohana sc ag eee Ques ehacheth and . 4 te te 
ler, George . ’ | France. n the Cunar ite Star 
Lackaye, Rayn.ond Hitchcock, Ren- flagship were playwright Tennessee 
nold Wolf, et al.—because in this | Williams, director Elia Kazan, RKO 
— gore rua Right | ter Pa a 
good cas id ¢ . -K | Viadimir orowitz, violinis a- 
Benny at a public Friars dinner in|than Milstein and Salvatore Dell 
9 pg It = ae yo |Isola, musical director of “South 
(9) in e gran allroom 0 € | Pacific.” 
Waldorf-Astoria and maybe ie Ballerina Moira Shearer, accom- 
, panied by her author-husband Lu- 
— yesteryear fetes look like | dovic Kennedy, was an Ile de 
road companies. | France .arrival. She’s enroute to 
With George Jessel, Fred Allen, | the Coast to appear in Samuel 
George Burns, Bernard M. ag kee — - 
William S. Paléy, Mlinois’ ov. | “Hans ristian Andersen.” el- 
Adlai E. Stevenson, Mayor Vincent | id eg tng ite salen veg 
R. Impellitteri, Val Parnell (from | Rose Lee, singer aries irenet, 
London), Jesse Block and Harry | pianist Jean Casadesus, actress 
Delf on the dais, besides the g. of |Arlyn Roberts and the Delta 
h., that reads like a benefit. What’s | Rhythm Boys. 
more, it played even better. Some- 


the seript snafus the cast—this wa SSB Amus. Panel In 
one time when the cast exceede 
Report by Next Week 


expectations. 
Washington, Nov. 13. 


The bon mots flowed like Patty 
poems off the Nick Kenny produc-| pooja} entertainment industry 
|panel of the Salary Stabilization 


tion line; and Berle’s kidding-on- 
| Board will make its report to the 








the-square “that you'll hear most 


of ’em on my next Tuesday’s show” | cc : 
can't be 100% right because his SSB by the end of this week or be 


h 1 h The a, | ginning of next. However, it will 
show ty Aang = se , rd Was not be made public ~immediately 
enough clever verbiage left over | 444 will be purely for the guidance 
(Continued on page 18) 'of the board in laying down policy. 
Actually, it may be several weeks 
mere before the full SSB an- 
| nounces its new regulations affect- 
ing talent in motion pictures, radio 
Hollywood, Nov. 13. and other types of entertainment. 

Clark Gable took a leave of ab-| \jeantime, under regulations pre- 
sence from Metro and will remain | viously laid down by SSB, there is 
in Nevada until he has settled his | considerable flexibility in what may 
personal affairs,” meaning his di- | he done in the way of increases. 
vorce problenrs. There is no con- Already increases are okay for 
flict with the studio and no suspen-' merit and length of service, and 
sion involved. bonuses may be paid where such 
Actor’s contract contains a have been customary in the firm. 
clause permitting him four months’, Also, a person can move from one 
leave after every picture. This is | employer to another where the new 
the first time he has exercised the | employer uses a higher salary scale 
option. | for the same kind of work. 





Gable on Leave 


|execs on the run. 


off is the 
| slated to be held Friday (16) after 
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Speechless 


Librettist Hy Kraft took 
Jane Ace as his guest to the 
opening of “Top Banana,” 


This Weil?’ Football 





while Goodman Ace, head 


By MARTY GLICKMAN 





scripter of “The Big Show,” was 
in Hollywood with the NBC- 








Plethora of testimonials, bene- 
kinds within the entertainment in- 


Pressure has 
become so great that for the sec- 
ond time in three weeks an event 
has had to be postponed for lack 
of response. 

Latest to be temporarily called 
“Midnight Frolics” 


the final show at the Roxy, N. Y. 
It was to have been for the benefit 
of the fund being set up by the 
Motion Picture Pioneers for in- 
digent industry oldsters. 


Committee ran into difficulty in 
both selling tickets and rounding 
up name talent. Everyone who was 
sought expressed complete sympa- 
thy with the idea, but pleaded— 
apparently with complete justifica- 
tion—that he or she just didn’t 
have the time. 

As a result, MPP committee has 
decided to push the event off un- 
til 1952. Similarly postponed three 
weeks ago was a testimonial din- 
ner planned for exhibitor-trade- 
paper publisher Charles (Chick) 
Lewis. 





‘American’ Ist Pic In 
Trans-Atlantic Screening 


During Plane’s Flight 


Screening of Metro’s “An Ameri- 
can in Paris” on an Air France 
flight from New York Friday (9) 
marked the first time that a trans- 
Atlantic airline has utilized Holly- 
wood films as regular passenger en- 
tertainment. Product is supplied by 
Movies En Route, Inc., which is also 
negotiating with Pan-American 
World Airways with a view to a 
similar deal. 


MER, a distributor which repre- 
ents all eight major companies, has 
long furnished films to ocean liners, 
and occasionally trains. However, 
the Air France screening adds up 
to the initial booking in a com- 
mercial plane transport. A 16m 
projector is used to throw safety 
film on the screen while individual 
earphones are employed instead of 
the conventional loudspeaker. 
Use of the earphones is prompted 
by the fact that the picture is be- 
ing unreeled to a captive audience, 
and there’s always the possibility 
that someone might prefer to read 
or sleep. MER’s negotiations with 
Pan-American reportedly have 
reached the stage where the air- 
line is “considering” screenings. 





Jimmy Savo’s Castle 


In Italy Up for Sale 


Rome, Nov. 13. 
Jimmy Savo’s 13th century castle 








in the hills of Umbria is for sale. 
Called La Rocca di Poggio, who- 
ever becomes the owner will auto- 
matically be made the lord of the 


little village of Poggia within the 
castle walls. 


New York-born Savo became 
owner of the castle, and subse- 
quently lord. Later he wrote a 
book concerning his adventures as 
the village lord. 


Reports are that the villagers are 


very unhappy about losing their 
American Lord Savo. 








Wotta Parlay 


Australian born film actor 
S. Z. Sakall, now working in 
Hollywood, has completed his 
autobiog under the tentative 
title of “My Life Under Em- 
peror Franz Joseph, Adolph 
Hitler and Jack L. Warner.” 
Paul Small is: agenting the 








(WMGM, Paramount Newsreel, Theatre Network TV Sportscaster) 


Tallulah Bankhead package. COLLEGE 
“I couldn’t send you the Gamest ; Selection *Pts, 
usual opening night wire,” Mrs. | EAST 
Ace told the “Banana” book- | Pennsylvania-Army ..........+-..-.++:- Pennsylvania .......... 13 
writer, ‘because ‘my writer’ is Quakers have more power and finesse. 
in California, you know.” Boston College-Villanova......... Riiaas a Villanova Vetatiia’s 7 
Only the traditional aspects will keep it close. 
Hearvard-Br@W 2. cccccccc cess ccccsbecsis Co re we ere 7 
: Both improving. 
T M f Syracuse-Colgate ..cccaccesssccsevecees ee 7 
00 ally 0 ose Season’s big game for both clubs. 
RR novos bos ct Geer cae ses Navy * 


The Middies are due; they’ve got good personnel. 


* 
|Dartmouth-Cornel]l ...........--.es0006. Cornell ...... dite ecataa: Ae 
Dinners, Benefits The Big Red has the best set of backs in the east. 7 


Temple-FerGham ¢ociccc sect cascievess eee 6 
With Roger Franz back, the Ram is rugged. 
fits and charitable affairs of all] | Rutgers-Penn State. cece ets eee ee eeeeeens a | 
Nittany Lion always better — end of season. 

: ; Pittsburgh-West Virginia................ are 20 

wary is eepns peamnmnees a8 Pitt Panthers gave Ohio State a fright last week. 
eye Ce || i ea eA EAR r mir iret arn ig i 21 

The Tigers get better every week. 
SOUTH 
Alabama-Georgia Tech.................. Georgia Tech........... | 
Season’s toughest test for Tech. 

Southern Methodist-Arkansas ..........Southern Methodist ..... 6 
Tossup! SMU because of Freddy Benners., 
CHGUUWIOTRGUGIR i655. 66 okie 555 ose ese’ SO eae | 
Auburn has sloughed off from early-season form, 
Baylor-Wake Forest...............eeee0- et a eae eo 13 
Baylor Bears inconsistent but good. 

William & Mary-Duke............. eee | a 6 
Anybody’s game; Duke has disappointed. 
lg ole CP aan rare arte on een 
Another traditional! ’Gators are deeper. 
Kentucky-George Washington .......... 2) a Pn 28 

Wildcats in a breeze. 

Louisiana State-Mississippi State........ Mississippi State........ 6 
Miss. has been getting better; not so LSU. 
Mississippi-Tennessee ................45. WOMMOMMSS ook ccvcesces. 20 
Volunteers heading for the Sugar Bowl. 

North Carolina-Notre Dame............. Notre Dame............ 20 
Both clubs good but not what they used to be. 
Maryland-No. Carolina State............ Maryland agrtiee rt rhe dog 28 
How’s about Maryland-Tennessee in the Sugar Bowl? 

AONE CORON BOE a oiik cede aacte ia caasees Texas A&M............ 7 
The Aggies will spoil Owls’ bid for title. 

Virginia-South Carolina................. i ee ra 
Cavaliers have been beaten only once. 

Texas-Texas Christian.................- Texas Christian......... 7 
TCU heading for southwest crown. 
Vanderbilt-Tulane ..................06- MA 14 
Tulane hot and cold, mostly cold. 

MID-WEST 
Ohio State-Illinois...................0.4. Illinois ...... Biateie sae os sare 7 
This is the Illini year for the Rose Bowl. 

Michigan State-Indiana................. Michigan State....... 21 
The Spartans may let down after ND but they’ve still got plenty. 

WV SMUIMIUMEOUDINS. gi ciomd sons ao dsc. op 8 the RR Co Ieee 14 
Johnny Coatta has made the Badgers a topflight 11. 
Oklahoma-Iowa State................... Oklahoma ........... 21 
Sooners, though twice beaten, remain one of country’s best. 
Oklahoma A&M-Kansas................. SS ere 21 
Kansas second only to Oklahoma in Big Seven. 
Missouri-Kansas State...............0: J Rare eer 7 
Missouri ends dismal season with a win. 
Michigan-Northwestern ..............-. MEE kc sntwacanse 8 

Wolverine to bounce back after Cornell debacle. 
Purdue-Minnesota ............... eer e a eee Gene ae 
After poor start, Boilermakers finishing strongly. 
Nebraska-Colorade ..........ccccccceees Pre rey 6 
Both clubs inconsistent. 

FAR WEST 
Califernia-Oregem .......ccccsssccssees California ...........:: 21 
Golden Bears pointing for Stanford two weeks hence. 
Stanford-Oregon State.................. a ee we % 
Stanford is ripe to be upset. 

WOT A-Weeingtee oc. cc cccccccccccsces See near F 
Uclans closing fast with outside chance for Bowl bid. 
Washington State-Montana............. , Washington State........ 14 
State looking ahead to season’s finale with Huskies. 
PROFESSIONAL 
NY Giants-Cleveland Browns............ Giants .......06: esecees 14 
Steve Owen’s club ready to end Browns’ reign. 

Los Angeles Rams-NY Yanks............ Los Angeles..... ieee oe 
Yanks keep losing those squeakers. 
Pittsburgh-Washington ................. Pittsburgh ...... sesenek ae 
Redskins to be completely revamped next season. 
Philadelphia-Detroit ................... Serer senna a 
Lions right in midst of National Conference race. 

Chicago Bears-Green Bay Packers....... Chicago Bears.......... 14 
Bears’ running attack beginning to function properly. 

San Francisco-Chicago Cardinals........ San Francisco..........» 1 


Forty-Niners have better personnel. 
Season’s Record 

Won, 194; Lost, 92; Ties, 10; Pct., .678 
(Ties Don’t Count) 


+ College games are held Saturday afternoon unless otherwise stated. 
games on Sunday unless stated otherwise. 
*Point margins are estimates, not official odds. 


FAMOUS FIRST NIGHTS 


‘The Sporting Dutchess’ 
(Academy of Musio, N. Y., Aug. 29, 1895) 


As was the custom in those days, Charles Frohman brought over thé 
Drury Lane production, “The Derby Winner” of the previous year. Thes¢ 
were all written by Cecil Raleigh and Henry Hamilton, and staged bY 
Sir Augustus Harris. 


Story was a mild recital of the efforts of a military man to win his 
friend's wife. He gets an adventuress to compromise the husband, and 
his wife leaves him, offering the heavy ‘anything I can give you’ if he will 
sink her titled. husband into bankruptcy. There were a couple of scenes 
that were pretty hot for that dey and most newspapers tut-tutted, whil¢ 
the first night audience blushed. Not used to such hot stuff then, and 
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} the play was roundly scored, though it enjoyed a favorable run. 
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Pts, e . ———=—cC0OCOc—- 
» ]} Depinet, RKO Execs to Hollywood = {AF ARMING HITS 'Rackmil Says H'wood M 
t Mod 
, , ac AYS Tl WOOK Wiust Wodernize 
7 e 
3 For Workout on Wald-Krasna Snag To Meet Theatrical, TV Pic Need 
7 : " ) ee S$ 
RKO president Ned E. Depinet’s+ 
” hop to the Coast over the past 9 Whi : + Hollywood 
mal : tile the turn of eco . . Hollywood, Nov. 13. 
: page ot iggy on <= H wood Gaucho events in Bureee has made paar Let George Do It | _ Forecasting tremendous prosper- 
3 bn. H Clark ate gpd Hollywood, Nov. 13. probable during the past couple Dek Te for Hollywood, and for the new 
‘arrett Van Wagner, i teq|. The North American way looks | ™onths that Hollywood would face allywood, Nov. 13. | Universal-Decea setup in particular 
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See Hughes’ Open-Market RKO Stock 
Buying as Prelude to His Sellout 


Howard Hughes’ recent open- 





market purchases of additional 
RKO Pictures shares were said in 
generally well-informed trade cir- 
cles this week to be a prelude to 
the sale of his controlling interest 
in the company. Previous reports 
were that Hughes’ aim in the new 
stock buys was just the reverse— 
to further entrench himself in con- 
trol. 

While the RKO boss has denied 
in ihe past that he has any inten- 
tion of parting with his hold on the 
picture company, he has told pros- 
pective buyers that he would accept 
$6.50 per share. With the stock 
currently selling at about $4.25 on 
the New York Stock Exchange, 
Hughes is said to be buying with 
the aim of building up his profit in 
the event he unloads. 

Securities & Exchange Commis- 
sion report of September showed 
Hughes had acquired 35,600 shares 
during the month. It is expected 








that the October report, not out 
yet, will disclose further purchases. 
Hughes, as of the end of Septem- 
ber, held 964,620 shares. ; 

Contributing to insiders’ belief 
that Hughes might finally be in- 
terested in dropping his RKO hold- 
ings have been the financial re- 
ports for the second and third 
quarters. They showed great gains 
in earnings, meaning that in 1951 
the picture company may show 
profits for the first time in four 
years. 

Seeks $6.50 Price 

Hughes is said to have made a 
concerted effort to attain this good 
showing in order to improve the 
chance of selling his holdings at the 
$6.50 price. One method of im- 
proving the appearance of the bal- 
ance sheet—and there is no hint 
that it was not perfectly justified 
from accounting and_ practical 
standpoints—was the change in the 
picture amortization tables which 
were made in the second quarter. 


Lang’s Brew 


Hollywood, Nov. 13. 
Prominently display in Wald- 
Krasna’s “Clash By Night” is a 
label on a beer bottle. 
Label is “Lang’s Pale Dry 
Pilsener,” concocted by di- 
rector Fritz Lang. 


Heavy Advance 
Eyed by Korda 


Nips Lopert Deal 


Heavy advance sought by Sir 


Alexander Korda is said to have 
stymied the deal he and Ilya Lopert 
were talking two weeks ago for 
American distribution by Lopert 
Films of three forthcoming Korda 
pix. Lopert is also said to have 
balked at releasing the pix on the 
same terms as those he gave the 
British producer in their deal for 
13 films last year. 


Lopert reportedly maintains that 
he operates too close to the profit 
margin on the percentages agreed 
upon last year. They are 30% for 
regular distribution, 15% for road- 
show handling (as in the case of 
the current “Tales of Hoffmann”) 
and 5% when the films are turncd 
over to another distributor (as in 
the case of the 10 pix handed to 
Snader Productions for release to 
theatres and tele). 

In the 13-pic deal last year, Lo- 
pert advanced $1,080,000 to Korda. 











Another thing that was done— 
likewise standard practice by most 
companies in order to even out 
lean and fat periods—is said to 
have been careful selection by 
Hughes of the pix to be released 
during the second and third quar- 
ters. According to insiders, the 
pix chosen were ones on the books 

(Continued on page 55) 


Gualino Sees Italo Unt 
In Operation by Jan. 1 
On Exports to America 


Italian Films Export (IFE), 
formed under the recently nego- 
tiated Italo-American film agree- 
ment to promote sale and distribu- 
tion of Italian pictures in the U. S., 
will probably be in active operation 
by the first of the year, according 
to IFE managing director Dr. Re- 
nato Gualino. 

Outfit has no definite program 
as yet, Gualino added, but dubbing 
will be in the forefront of possible 
steps to gain wider attendance for 
Italian pix. A national publicity 
campaign is also contemplated. Or- 
Zanization won’t handle distribu- 
tion, and Italo producers are free 


to set their own release deals in 
‘America. 





Gualino, who also heads the Ital- 


fan Motion Picture. Producers Assn. 
(ANICA), will recommend dubbing 
as the best course to take since the 
market for subtitled films is al- 
ready close to the maximum poten- 
tial, If dubbing succeeds, he said, 
“then we'll have the whole U. S. 
market.” . 

Both major and minor Italian 

(Continued on page 15) 


W. B. Levy Sets Up Co. 
For Publishing, Films 


William B. Levy, until recently 
worldwide sales manager for Walt 
Disney Productions, is going into 
the publishing and film biz. He has 
set up William B. Levy Enterprises 
in New York for the purpose. 

Levy intends to launch and de- 
velop one or more magazines, prob- 
ably in comic book or youth field. 
His Wilbank Publications handles 
the “Mickey Mouse” weekly in Eng- 
land, but Disney character books 
are already sewed up in the U. S. 

Levy said yesterday (Tues.) he 
also will “acquire and exploit mo- 


tion pictures on a worldwide basis.” 











Producer is said to want commen- 
surate front-money for “Gilbert & 
| Sullivan,” “Sleeping Beauty” and 
|The Sound Barrier,” which he dis- 
|cussed with Lopert while in New 
York recently. 

In view of the percentage terms, 
Lopert reportedly has been forced 
to keep his sales staff to minimum 
proportions. Korda has been inter- 
ested, of course, in making the sell- 
ing as effective as possible in light 
of the two big pix about to be de- 
livered to Lopert under last year’s 
deal. They are Carol Reed’s “Out- 
cast of the Islands” and Zoltan 








le “Cry, the Beloved Coun- 
id 


BANKER SAYS TV NO AID 
IN RECOUPING PIC COIN 


Hollywood, Nov. 13. 

Television offers no relief to 
banks holding title to motion pic- 
tures. That’s the opinion of George 
E. Yousling, v.p. of the Security- 
First National Bank, currently in 
process of foreclosing on eight the- 
atrical films. On a recent trip to 
New York, Yousling was told that 
$20,000 to $25,000 net is the top 
price for a picture in the TV mar- 
kets throughout the country. 

Films involved in Security's fore- 
closure proceedings represent an 
investment of about $8,000,000, first 
money of which was put up by the 
bank. They are: “Carnegie Hall,” 
produced by William LeBaron; 
“New Orleans,” by Jules Levey; 
“On Our Merry Way,” by Ben Bo- 
geaus; “Lured,” by Hunt Strom- 
berg; “Atlantis,” by Seymour Neb- 
enzaj; “Montana Mike” (also 
known as “Heaven Only Knows”), 
by Nebenzal; “The Long Night,” by 
Anatole Litvak, and “Fun on a 
Weekend,” by Andrew Stone. “The 
Long Night” was handled by RKO 
and all the rest by United Artists. 

Yousling said the bank’s best bet 

in recovering the money invested 
in the eight pictures is to steer 
clear of the TV market and to rely 
on theatrical runs and reissues. In 
addition Yousling pointed out the 
uncertain status of picture-to-tele- 
vision deals. He said: 
“Look at Roy Rogers’ suit against 
Republic to prevent that studio 
from releasing his pictures to tele- 
vision. Suppose this decision is 
upheld in a higher court? This 
could mean that unions, guilds and 
individuals would subsequently file 
suit against those who have re- 
leased pictures to television. Then 
what happens?” 














‘Warnercolor’ Tag 


Hollywood, Nov. 13. 

Warners adopted “‘Warnercolor” 
as the official trademark for its 
new tinter process. First two fea- 
tures made in this medium are 
“The Lion and the Horse” and 
“The Champagne Bandits.” 

Studio has installed processing 


equipment with a capacity of six 
Warnercolor features a year. 





Medium-Bracket Directors 
In H’wood Demand For 
Expanding Tele Prod. 


Directors for medium-priced pix 
are in demand by Hollywood for 
the expanding activity in telefilm 
production, according to Mitchell 
Hamilburg, Hollywood agent. Ham- 
ilburg, who returned to the Coast 


from N. Y. Saturday (10), said 
there was a lack of directors for 
the many half-hour and 15-minute 
video stanzas. 


This need is apparently in keep- 
ing with the general shot of tele- 
vitamins which is bringing about a 
new trend of optimism both in pix 
and video on the Coast, especially 
in the medium and lower-priced 
overall talent brackets. Hamilburg 
noted that many freelancers who 
work up to 26 weeks per year can 
pull down per pic as much coin as 
heretofore, if not more. 


While the group in the $750- 
$2,000 segment is being hand- 
picked and sought, Hamilburg 
pointed out that prices for talent in 
the six-figure bracket has declined 
30-40%. Writers, Hamilburg noted, 
are holding their own; the top- 
notchers get as much coin as be- 
fore. There is a great demand for 
new yarns, especially comedies and 
musical pictures. 

While in N. Y., Hamilburg dis- 
cussed Gene Autry business with 
Columbia Pictures and CBS, and 
also arranged for Radio Sales, Inc., 
to peddle on a regional basis “The 
Range Rider,” 52 half-hour video 
pix made by the Autry production 
unit, Flying A Pictures. The films 
feature Jack Mahoney and Dickie 
Moore. 


CHI OZONER’S TRADE 
15% LOWER THAN ’50 


Chicago. 
Drive-in biz in the Chicago met- 
ropolitan area dropped an esti- 
mated 15% under the 1950 season, 
ozoner operators conceded last 
week. Blamed was the advent of 
double features, unfavorable weath- 
er over the summer, increased com- 
petition and lack of good, outdoo 
product. 


Essaness Theatres’ Harlem Ave. 
ozoner, which the circuit had hoped 
to keep lighted probably until as 
late as Christmas, was abruptly 
closed last week after unseason- 
able weather arrived with a six- 
inch snowfall. Its closing marked 
the end of ozoner biz here. Chi 
area’s 16 other drive-ins had begun 
closing as early as Sept. 30. Other 
than weather factors, operators’ 
beefs were directed against the 
competitive demands of dualing 
pix, thereby cutting turnover be- 
cause of a one-performance-per- 
night policy. 

Efforts to regulate the ozoner 
market, chiefly via standardized ad- 
mission prices and a set single-fea- 
ture policy, backfired during the 
summer when the Federal Grand 
Jury returned a price-fixing indict- 


oe against several ozone owners 
ere, 








Europe to N. Y, 
Walter Alford 
Jean Pierre Aumont 
Jean Casadesus 
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Doris Dowling 
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Jack Hylton 
Salvatore Dell Isola 
Van Johnson 
Gypsy Rose Lee 
Fred MacMurray 
Nathan Milstein 
Merle Oberon 
Howard Reinheimer 
Phil Reisman 
Arlyn Roberts 
Richard Rodgers 
Artie Shaw 
Moira Shearer 
Torin Thatcher 
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‘Unity Talk—Just Talk 


Recent talk of unity between Allied and Theatre Own 
America can probably be laid to rest following last month’ 
mental joint session of regional units of the two exhib 


ers of 
S experi. 


0 iza- 
tions in Memphis. TOA bulletin last week published the fol Eon 


no-further-comment-needed remarks of two of its execs o 


lowing 
nm Allied 


prexy Trueman Rembusch’s “political talk” at the Memphis meet- 
in . 


M. A. Lightman, Sr.—‘“‘When Trueman, in criticizing Paramount 
said that Lennie Goldenson (United Paramount Theatres’ prez) was 
the son-in-law of Barney Balaban, he showed the kind of woef,] 
inaccuracy that left the train of doubt about every other statement 


he made.” 


Gael Sullivan, TOA exec director—“The Lord made the earth in 
six days and on the seventh he rested. When Trueman was de. 
scribing the 22 years of Allied history—sleepless, relentless, untir- 
ing—I was wondering why he didn’t claim credit for the atomic 


bomb and jet propulsion.” 


———— 
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Yugoslav Govt. Seeks Co-Production 








PCC Near 9006 


Hollywood, Nov. 13. 

Permanent Charities Committee’s 
1952 campaign raised $397,316 in 
the first two weeks of general so- 
licitation, bringing the total thus 
far up to $898,316. Previous pledges 
in the higher income bracket had 
contributed $501,000. Goal for the 
year is $1,350,000. 

New subscribers numbered 5,560, 
making a total of 14,129 film work- 
ers who have contributed. 


Det. TV Sloughs 
Nearby Canadian 
Film Biz 5-10% 


Toronto, Nov. 13. 

The first complete and compre- 
hensive survey covering the satura- 
tion point of television on film 
house receipts in Canada shows a 
boxoffice drop of 5% to 10%, H. C. 
(Dick) Main, head of the TV com- 
mittee of the Motion Picture Thea- 
tre Assn. of Ontario, told the an- 
nual meeting here of 354 owner- 
operators of Ontario’s chain (Fa- 
mous Players, Odeon-Rank and 
20th-Fox) and independent situa- 
tions. 

With no TV stations in Canada 
yet, Famous Players (Canadian) 
chose Windsor, Ontario, as its sur- 
vey area because this city (125,- 
000) is across the river from De- 
troit, has a choice of five TV chan- 
nels and, as the centre of Ford 
car manufacturing in Canada, has 
one out of every two families own- 
ing a TV set. 

Famous, with six houses in Wind- 
sor, found that business was down 
6% subsequent to Detroit’s launch- 
ing of TV. In surrounding towns 
of the 50-mile Wmdsor area, the 

(Continued on page 20) 


N. Y. to L. A, 


Charles M. Amory 
Jack Benny 

Myrt Blum 

Ray Bolger 
George Burns 
Claudette Colbert 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. 
Joe Glaser 
Lester Gottlieb 
Barry Gray 
Clarence Greene 
Don Hartman 
Karl Herzog 
George Jessel 
Sam Katz 

Sid Luft 

Fred MacMurray 
Billy Marsh 
Howard Meighan 
Merle Oberon 
Otto Preminger 
Jane Russell 
Julie Wilson 
Sam Zimbalist 


N. Y. to Europe 
Muriel Aked 
Helena Bliss 
John Boulting 
Roy Boulting 
Alfred E. Daff 
Jean Dalrymple 
Victor De Sabata 
Rudolph Goldschmidt 
Harry Loew 
Colette Marchand 
Eli Oberstein 
Alexander Paal 
Alfred Palca 
Val Parnell 
G. I. Woodham-Smith 











With H'wood to Build Native Films 


> 
¥ 





Prompted by a desire to improve 
its dollar position and to modern. 
ize technical aspects of its film in- 
dustry, the Yugoslavian govern- 
ment is understood to be sounding 
out Hollywood on the possibility of 
co-production on its native terrain. 
Approach has been on an informal 
basis to date but no official move 
will be made until various facets 
of such a step have been thorough- 
ly studied. 

Co-production that the Yugoslavs 
have in mind would be similar to 
the arrangements used by various 
American major companies and in- 
dependents when shooting in Italy, 
20th-Fox, for example, when lens- 
ing its “Prince of Foxes” near 
Rome a couple years ago, brought 
over Yank stars, technicians and 
equipment for the venture. Com- 
pany’s Own personnel was supple- 
mented by native workers. 


Yugoslav industry, with the 
blessing of its government, feels 
that if a major U. S. studio or an 
independent made one or more pic- 
tures in Marshal Tito’s domain its 
own technicians would profit by 
picking up some of Hollywood's 
production know-how. Native stu- 
dios, which are a state monopoly, 
started from scratch at the end of 
the war and are badly in need of 
trained personnel. 

As an inducement to Hollywood 
the Yugoslavs point out that their 
country is rich in a tradition that 
dates beyond the reign of the an- 
cient Roman emperors. Semi-tropi- 
cal climate of the Dalmatian coast 
along the Adriatic Sea is said to 
compare favorably with that of 
southern California. 

By even considering joint pro- 
duction with U. S. film-makers, 
there isn’t the slightest intention of 
coming under the knee of ‘“Holly- 
wood imperialism.” The step, if 
made, is motivated purely by the 
belief that native producers, direc- 
tors and a host of technical pere 
sonnel would benefit immeasurably 
by working closely with a skilled 
U. S. crew. 

In addition, the Yugoslav indus- 
try, in common with any producer 
engaged in a joint endeavor, would 
exercise story approval and a share 
in world distribution rights. Most 

(Continued on page 10) 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Harry Ackerman 
Tallulah Bankhead 
John Barrymore, Jr. 
Sidney Blackmer 
Vanessa Brown 
Denise Darcel 
Frances Dee 
Brian Donlevy 
Maurice Evans 
Irving Fein 
Sylvia Fine 

Nina Foch 

John Forsythe 
George Glass 
Hayes Goetz 
Connie Haines 
Rex Harrison 
Jean Hersholt 
Ruth Hussey 
Sammy Kaye 
David A. Lipton 
Gene Lockhart 
Diana Lynn 
Alexander MacDonald 
Helen Mack 
Joel McCrea 
John Mills 

Lloyd Nolan 
Edmond O’Brien 
Lilli Palmer 
Thornton Sargent 
Arthur Sheekman 
Veree Teasdale 
Elizabeth Threatt 
Harry M. Warner 
Jack L. Warner 
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PROFITS PEP MAJORS’ MORALE 


Too Many Snags Seen for Arbitration 
By Distribs, Exhibs of Industry Tangles 


Despite all the recent talk, most + 
execs—on the distribution and ex- 
hibition side alike—see the possi- 
bility of setting up industry-wide 
arbitration as no more than a dull 
glimmer. No one, it is said, has 
the combination of tact, patience 
and desire to overcome the diver- 
gence of interests and personalities 
to bring about arbitration. 

While the distribs and the two 
national exhib organizations are all 
in favor of the system of out-of- 
court settlement of trade disputes, 
each has such different interests 
in arbitration that it is thought 
almost hopeless that they can be 








Chain-Letter Sales Push 
Cincinnati, Nov. 13. 

New gimmick to promote a 
sales drive has turned up 
among exhibs here. It’s a chain 
letter that promises ‘‘good for- 
tune” to theatremen who book 
Paramount product during De- 
cember. It is purportedly 
signed by five exhibs and asks 
each recipient to copy it and 
send it to five others, scratch- 
ing the top name off the list 
and adding the sender's at the 
bottom. 





brought together soon. Likewise, 
the personality problem is great 
among various leaders of the two 
theatremen’s groups. 

With Theatre Owners of America 
flatfootedly out for arbitration, 
stance of National Allied is some- 
what beclouded. It announced at 
its recent New York convention 
that it favored “all-inclusive” arbi- 
tration. That means that it wants 
to arbitrate film rentals. Distribs 
won't go for that at all. 


Question among the majors 
seems to be whether Aliied meant 
“absolutely.” If it did, the whole 
question of arbitration can be put 
back in the deep-freeze right now. 
However, there is some opinion 
among the distribs that the pack- 
age idea of Allied could be shaved 
a bit to remove the rental feature. 

On the other hand, there’s no 
doubt that Allied leaders couldn't 
accept any form of arbitration that 
wasn’t weighted heavily in favor 
of their members, That’s because 
Alliedites—mostly small inde- 
pendent exhibs—have been the 
ones who have profited most 

(Continued on page 15) 


Abbott-Costello Sue 
U, Realart on Their 
Pix for $5,000,000 


Universal and Realart Pictures 
were named defendants in a 
$5,000,000 damage suit filed in 
N. Y. Federal Court Friday (9) by 
Bud Abbott and Lou Costello. 
Comics seek an accounting on sale 
of shorts “secretly” taken from 
some A. & C, features, plus item- 
ized earnings on several of their 
reissues. 

Following heated protests, ac- 
cording to the complaint, U agreed 
to give A. & C. 50% of the net on 
the shorts after the team rejected 
an offer of 10% of the gross. But 
U breached this agreement as well 
as various other pacts, it’s charged, 
by failing to furnish a true ac- 
counting. 

So complicated were the state- 
ments, A. & C. contend, that it was 
impossible to learn anything 
through U’s “bewildering and con- 
fusing” methods of bookkeeping. 
Distrib, it’s alleged, padded costs 
and improperly reported receipts, 
and it all boiled down to the dis- 
covery that “50% of the net turned 

(Continued on page 10) 


Selznick Still Uncertain 
On ‘Gypsy Blood’ Release 


David O. Selznick reportedly has 
come to no decision as yet on dis- 
tribution of- “Gypsy Blood.” Pic, 
now completed, has been screened 
for industry execs in New York 
during the past few weeks for their 
Opinion on best method of release. 
It is understood that roadshowing 
is a possibility, although not likely. 

Selznick hasn’t determined 
whether he'll make a deal with a 
major company to handle the pic 
or will reconstitute his Selznick 
Releasing Organization. Film, star- 
ring Jennifer Jones, was made in 
England as a joint-production ven- 
ture by Selznick and Sir Alexander 
Korda. 

Original title was “Gone to 
Earth.” DOS shot considerable 








Ted O'Shea, Par’s assistant 
sales chief, is being honored by 
the drive. Letters, after giv- 
ing the pitch and instructions 
for continuing the chain, say: 
“When your name reaches the 
top, great good fortune and 
health will be your lot. Break 
the chain and . One 
theatreowner broke the chain 
and is now a distributor—may 
mercy be on his soul. Another 
broke it and found his Miami 
Beach home had been robbed.” 


Coast Huddle 
To Decide Par 
~ Prod. Course 


Paramount’s future production 
course will be mapped by president 
Barney Balaban and studio toppers 
at a Coast huddle due shortly, 
probably this month. Balaban, 
now at the N. Y. homeoffice, will 
join studio boss Y. Frank Freeman 
and production head Don Hartman 
at the conclave. 


Hartman returned to the Coast 
yesterday (Tues:) after 10 days at 
the h.o. Prior to this, Freeman 
had been in N. Y., both having dis- 
cussed with the h.o. execs a cut in 
the future turnout of pix with a 
view to concentrating only on top- 
scale productions. 


Before his return westward, Hart- 
man told Variety that final de- 
cisions will await the Coast meet- 
ing. However, he made it clear 
that the company is plenty con- 
cerned over the poor b.o. showing 
of secondary pix, whereas the top- 
grade product is drawing smash 
returns. 

“The public has become very se- 
lective in its entertainment,” he 
said, indicating that the revision in 
‘the future lensing sked will be 
downward. 

Par has been producing at the 
rate of 30 per year, making 20 of 
the total directly, with the balance 
coming from _ semi-independents 
such as Hal Wallis, who operates 
on a profit-participation basis. 

Wallis, incidentally, under his 
deal with the company, is com- 
mitted to deliver three more pix, 
and there has yet to be any discus- 
sion on renewal of the pact. It’s 
expected this matter also will be 
taken up at the studio meeting with 
Balaban. 


° * 
Eagle-Lion Bulging 
With Vidpic Lensing 
Hollywood, Nov. 13. 
Activity at Eagle Lion studios is 
at its greatest height in a long 
time, with all six stages busy for 
the first time since 1948, all the 
result of telepix productions. 
Frank Wisbar is shooting his 
“Fireside Theatre” series on the 
lot, winds his present flock this 
week and resumes another series 
Dec. 3. Flying A _ Productions, 
owned by Gene Autry, moved into 
the studio for interiors on the 
‘Range Rider” series starring Jack 
Mahoney this week. Filling out the 
sked is Revue Productions, current- 

















new footage and re-edited the pic 
for the American market. 


ly shooting “Shooting Star,” with 


NOTABLE HIKES 
AY U AND AKA 


Assortment of recent financial 
reports from film companies and 
theatre chains has provided indus- 
try toppers with a further uplift in 
their morale. In many cases the 
stepped-up b.o. activity which 
commenced early last summer is 
reflected in the encouraging profit 
statements. 

, Observers are refraining from 
any far-in-the-future predictions 
but there's a definite likelihood the 
current year will result in im- 
proved monetary showing  do- 
mestically for at least a few of the 
pic outfits. Particularly trending 
upward are Universal and RKO. 

U figures to climb close to 
$2,000,000 net for the current year, 
representing the compdahy’s biggest 
year since 1947. U last year came 
out of the red with a profit of 
$1,355,886. 

RKO, which wound up its first 
quarter with a loss of $1,086,365, 
in the second and third frames 
managed to cut this down to a defi- 
cit of $145,904. The third-quarter, 
ended Sept. 30, resulted in a net 
take of $588,816, tops in years and 
supporting the belief that the firm 
might conclude 1951 in the black. 
Based on its operations apart from 
domestic theatres, RKO produc- 
tion-distribution suffered a loss of 
$5,832,187 in 1950 and had been 
in the red the previous four years. 

JA’s Profit Chances 

United Artists, which is privately 
owned and doesn’t make its finan- 
cial ups and downs public, is 
known to have overcome plenty 
heavy losses experienced the early 


(Continued on page 10) 





Myers, Rodgers, Snaper 
Among Speakers At 
Indiana Allied Meet 


Indianapolis, Nov. 13. 


Allied Theatre Owners of In- 
diana opens its two-day fall con- 
vention here tomorrow (Wed.) with 
discussion of various trade prac- 
tices, including advanced admission 
prices, topping the agenda. Speak- 
ers will include Abram F. Myers, 
National Allied board chairman 
and general counsel; Wilbur 
Snaper, head of Allied of New 
Jersey; Ed Laub, Jr., ATOI coun- 
sel; William F. Rodgers, Metro 
sales chief, and Leon Bamberger, 
RKO's theatre contact. 

Also set for consideration are 
competitive. bidding, clearances, 
availability of prints, exhibs’ rela- 
tionship with film salesmen, rental 
terms and National Allied’s pro- 
posals for a system of industry 
arbitration. 

Conclave will begin with four 
separate “film clinics” designed for 
theatremen in small and medium- 
sized towns, large cities and drive- 
in operators. In these sessions ex- 
hibs match notes on their problems 
and seek to uncover any incon- 
sistencies in distrib sales policies. 


Daff on the Shuttle, 
Returns to Europe 


Back from a trip to England a 
little more than a week, Alfred E. 
Daff, global sales head of Univer- 
sal, planed to Europe again Friday 
(9), Over the weekend he held 
talks with Harry Novak, U’s super- 
visor for Continental Europe and 
North Africa. 

On Monday (12) Daff was set to 
address, at Bournemouth, England, 
the Cinema Management Assn., 
Ltd., made up of some 800 mem- 
bers of the J. Arthur Rank Or- 
ganization theatre circuits. On his 
last trip, Daff appeared before the 
southern group of CMA at Harro- 
gate and conferred with officials of 
General Film Distributors, Rank 
distrib organization. 

Daff said prior to departing that 
he would not discuss with Rank 
the U-Decca merger talks. “If the 
subject comes up,” he declared, “I 








Lynne Roberts top-billed. 


shall avoid it.” 

















Competitive Bids Solicited by Metro 
In Unprecedented ‘Vadis’ Sales Plan 


+ 





In a pitch for maximum terms 
and tilted scales, Metro will solicit 
| bids for “Quo Vadis,” with the ex- 
| hibs’ bids to include proposed tick- 
et prices, participating terms and 


Real Brevity 
Hollywood, Nov. 13 
In the first film version of 
“Quo Vadis,” made in 1902 by 


guarantee to the distrib, William 
the old Pathe Company, the F. Rodgers, M-G's v.p. and sales 
running time was 20 minutes | chief, disclosed in N. Y. yesterday 
flat. | (Tues.). 


In the 1951 Metro version, it 
takes longer than that to read 
the program booklet. 


The plan, as worked out by the 
‘company’s sales department, likely 
| will have the effect of putting nu- 

=| merous additional areas on a com- 
| petitive bidding basis. Where bids 
| would not be practical, such as in 
| non-competitive areas, each thea- 





Par's Tie-In Sale 





part of this year and has a 50-50 | 


| 


On ‘Sailor’ For 
Pre-Run Special 


Philadelphia, Nov. 13 
Paramount is linking the first, 
!run licensing of “Sailor Beware,” 
| new Dean Martin-Jerry 
| starrer, with exhibs’ agreement to 
ltake the film for a special New 
| Year's Eve showing in addition to 
| the regular run in February, it was 
|learned here. The comedy is be- 
jing handled nationally on 
| basis. 

Par is not actually conditioning 
| the license of the pic on the exhibs’ 
| willingness to go along with the 
| special single performance, accord- 
ing to theatremen who have been 
approached by Par salesmen here. | 
However, in bidding situations the | 
company intends to consider terms 
offered for the film for regular run 
together witk the bid for the New 
Year’s Eve showing. Theatremen, 
in submitting their offers, are to 
advise Par of the time the film will 
be shown. 

In setting runs and availability 
for general release, Par is regard- 
ing the special showing and regu- 
lar run of “Sailor” together as the 
first-run engagement, despite the 
time lapse between the two show- 
ings. Consequently, theatres on 
second _ availability will play} 
“Sailor” following the special per- | 
formance and the regular first-run. | 

Par, it’s believed, intends to have | 
prints of the film in all exchanges | 
in time for the year-end showing | 
and is aiming at about 350 such | 
dates. Film company evidently | 
sees this as a means of picking up 


(Continued on page 10) | 





Lewis 


this 





Escapism Dominates 


Par’s Early ’52 Sked. 


Hollywood, Nov. 13. | 
Paramount’s production program 
for the first five months of 1952 
calls for 15 features, chiefly on the 
escapist side. 
There will be six filmusicals, five 
adventure yarns, and the remain-| 
ing four will avoid heavy drama. 


| 








‘David’ Into Regular 


Release in February 
“David and Bathsheba,” 20th-| 
Fox’s Technicolor spec, will wind! 
up its 
after Christmas and go into regu- 
lar release in February. Most of 
the pre-release dates have been 


terms demanded by 20th. 


release dates will have been play- 
ed. Longest run is at the Rivoli, 
N. Y., which currently is in the 
final stanza of a 14-week stand. 





Greene Back to Coast 

Clarence Greene, co-producer of 
United Artists’ “The Well,” returns 
to the Coast over the weekend 
after five weeks in the east. 

On his return to Hollywood, 
Greene and his partner, Russell 
| Rouse, will prepare to send into 
| production in January “The Thief.” 
| Like “The Well,” it will be financed 
‘by Harry Popkin and distributed 
| by UA. 














played at upped admission prices, | 
brought on by high percentage pearing at the Allied States con- 


Several thousand of these pre-) 


treman will be asked to submit an 
“offer” for first crack at the film. 
Entire selling scheme is believed 
without precedent. 

At the outset, ‘‘Vadis" will be 
“nre-released” in localities of 100,- 
000 or more. Exhibs in such areas, 
said Rodgers, who desire the pic 
on first-run are to include in their 
bids the following: ¢ 

Distrib’s minimum guarantee for 


ithe entire engagement; percentage 
| split; minimum length of run guare- 


anteed; holdover control figure to 
determine the continuance of the 
engagement beyond the minimum 
run guaranteed; admission price 
exclusive of any admission taxes. 

M-G will handle and pay for all 
advertising for pre-opening and 
first week exclusive of lobby dis- 
plays, marquees and outdoor ads, 
The theatreman is called upon, in 
his bid, to state the amount he’ll 
spend for the second and following 
weeks of the run. 

M-G further set these conditions: 
“Vadis” is not to be played as part 
of a double feature; the run grant- 


/ed will be specified and no specific 


clearance will be granted; the film 
outfit reserves the right to reject 
all offers. 
“Vadis” is set to play six Loew's 
(Continued on page 13) 





Public Reaction Cues 
Metro to Let ‘Vadis’ 


Stand Without Cuts 


Metro, which reportedly had con- 
sidered cutting “Quo Vadis” fol- 
lowing the press preview and open- 
ing-night audience reaction in New 
York last week, has decided to 
let it stand as presented then. De- 
cision was made by producer Sam 
Zimbalist after watching public re- 
action at the Astor and Capito] 
for the better part of four days. 

Zimbalist, who had come east for 
the opening, returned to Hollywood 
yesterday (Tues.). He gave the 
green light to Technicolor on Mon- 
day (12) to start making up the 
release prints in the present two- 
hour-and-50-minute length. Print- 
ing had been held up for determi- 
nation on further cutting. 

Metro execs had reportedly been 
disturbed by some laughs in the 
wrong places by the press preview- 
ers and by the invited audience at 
the preem the following evening 
(Thurs.). Line which got a particu- 
lar yak and which studio is under- 
stood to have considered cutting, 
since it is very close to the end, 

(Continued on page 10) 





pre-release engagements | Kalmenson Explains 


Allied Meet Absence 


Replying to criticism for not ap- 


| clave two weeks ago, Ben Kalmen- 
'son, Warner Bros. sales chief, said 
i this week that he did not attend 
the meeting because he already 
had turned down similar invites 
from other exhib groups. 

Kalmenson, through a WB 
spokesman, reported that he ex- 
| plained his absence in a telegram 
‘to Trueman Rembusch, Allied 
'prexy, which was not read at the 
| huddle. 

Kalmenson’s wire, according to 
_the WB spokesman, also noted that 
| he was “always available” and that 
|“the doors of my office are wide 
open to you and any of your mem- 
| bers with respect to any problem 
whatsoever they might have with 
me or my company.” 
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McoLon Laughter in Paradise | Qieractcriztion and. Vackeround| , Young Scarface | Wiltdins! “burenethes rear eet 


“Laughter in Paradise,” 
British import which opened 
at the Trans-Lux 60th St. The- 
atre, N. Y., Sunday (11), was 
reviewed from London by 
VaRIETY in the issue of June 
27, 1951. Myro. opined that the 
Associated British-Mario Zam- 
pi production “very nearly 
succeeds in bringing off an out- 
standing comedy . . . it has dis- 
tinct potentialities for Ameri- 
can exhibitors in search of 





A boxoffice blockbuster. 


Metro release of Sam Zimbalist pro- 
duction. Stars Robert Taylor, Deborah 
Kerr, Leo Genn, Peter Ustinov. Directed 
by Mervyn LeRoy. Screenplay, John Lee 
Mahin, S. N. Behrman, Sonya Levien, 
based on Henryk Sienkiewicz’s novel; 
music, Miklos Rozsa; cameras (Techni- 
color), Robert Surtees, William V. Skall; 
editor, Ralph E. Winters; lyrics and_his- 
torical adviser, Hugh Gray; dances, Marta 
Obolensky, Auriel Millos; special effects, 
Thomas Howard, A. Arnold Gillespie, 
Donald Jahraus: costumes, Herschel Mc- 
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Coy. World premiered at Astor, N. Y.| Original escapist offerings, 
(twice-daily reserved) and Capitol, N. Y. Story revolves around what 
<continvous), Nov. 8, ’S1. Running*time,| happens after a practical joker 
Marcus Vinicius.......... Robert Taylor| leaves $40,000 to each of four 
LyBia se eee eee ererenees Deborah — relatives provided they fulfill 
Petromius.........eeeseee> . ae — certain conditions. Picture 
CTO. cecceececcccscece eter Ustinov : ; a ir Si F Cc 
POPDAER «0.0 cccccresccsess Patricia Laffan stars Alastair Sim, Fay Comp- 
Peter... cecccccseccccces Finlay Currie ton and Beatrice Campbell. 
a Pa re Abraham Sofaer Each role is filled with 
ee es: "Saale heer “finesse,” wrote Myro, who 
UPSus ...csescccecscceees> t ’ ; 
a. ‘eidewnsaseeae es ‘ ee adds that Zampi “has used his 
omponia .......- coeeee No § : ce 
THM, 9500 6ness0es Ralph Truman talented cast with ery 
errr. Norman Wooland Stratford Pictures, a subsi la- 
anon Hae wee eg be 60 ee Pm 1 — ry of Monogram Pictures, is 
Seneca.. PITTI." Nicholas “Hansen distributing in the U. S. 
PRAOMN ...ccccceccecs D. A. Clarke-Smith | — 
 eeeanhiectagest notion “Ruddock ligate court scenes, the marching 
CHO .cccccccccccccccvess ohn u . iga i 
Croton. .nccccccccccssceces Arthur Walge armies, the racing chariots, the 
ded cheese Canines cispeth March eats : 
a. aa Gah aesidtes ae Brown | burning of Rome, the shackled cap- 
a = a peel . ee tives under Roman rule, the pagan 
‘lavius ss Oscccccers obérto avia Wes : ore 
Amaxande?. ...cccsessace William Tubbs | CCremonies, the secret Christian 
Galba ..................... Pietro Tordi| meetings, the gladiators unto the 





death to amuse Nero’s court, and 
the climax as the Christian martyrs 


“Quo Vadis" is a bo. blockbus- | face the unleashed lions in the 


ter. No two ways about its eco- 
nomic horizons. It’s right up there 
with “Birth of a Nation” and ‘‘Gone 
With the Wind” for boxoffice per- 
formance. 


It has size, scope, splash and 
dash, giving for the first time in a 
long while credence to the now- 
cliched “‘super-colossal” term. This 
is a super-spectacle in all its mean- 
ing. 

At a time when an industry was 
perhaps asking itself with the same | 
self-examination as the title— 
“whither goest thou?’’—Metroshows 
the way of its showmanship jour- 
ney. Certainly in the final period 
of pre-production preparation and 
actual commencement of the first 
camera-grinding on May 22, 1950, 
this rhetorical query was fraught 
with trepidation. The end result 
leaves no concern as to b.o. as- 
pects anyway. 

That there are _ shortcomings 
even Metro must have recognized 
and ignored in consideration of the 
project’s scope. The captiousness 
about the story line; some of the 
players’ wooden performances in 
contrast to the scenery-chewing of 
Peter Ustinov (Nero), are part and 
parcel of any super-spectacular. 
When the production values are so 
prodigious it is almost impossible 
for some of the other components 
to match them. In effect, the su- 
per-colossal handicapped the real- 
istic values. If the histrionics, if 
portions of the script and segments 
of the direction prove spotty, it 
does not necessarily follow that 
there aren't as many highlights in 
acting, cinematurgy and directorial 

investiture. 


this is the scene where the beaute- 
ous Lygia is chained to a stake with 
only her faithful bodyguard (Buddy 
| Baer) between her and the mad- 
dened bull, while the erstwhile 
war hero, Marcus Vinicius (Taylor) 
is also shackled on the throne with 
Nero, compelled to watch the bru- 
tal spectacle. 

The old Pathe Co. made “Vadis” 
in a 20-minute version in Paris 
back in 1902, the Cines Co. of Italy 
produced a nine-reeler in 1912 (it 
set a then record-breaking 22- 
week run at the Astor on Broad- 
way); and Emil Jannings starred in 
the 1925 version, also an Italian 
production. Metro’s “Vadis’’ marks 
the first Hollywood-labeled version 
—and certainly its first as a talker 
and/or color. 

VARIETY’s review of the ’25 pro- 
duction credits Gabrielino D’An- 











sistant directors to Arturo Ambro- 
sio; Lillian Hall Davis in Miss 
Kerr’s role of Lygia; and Bruto 
(sic!) Castellani in Buddy Baer’s 
part. A refinement on this version, 
incidentally, is that Jannings had 
the Christians lashed to chariot 
wheels besides unleashing the 
hungry lions; and Lygia was lashed 
to the back of the gory bull while 
Ursus (the faithful servant) fought 
said Taurus to the death. Oh, yes, 
since then and in between the Jan- 
nings version and Ustinov’s con- 
ception of Nero, one Cecil B. De- 
Mille did a pretty good job with 
the same canvas in “The Sign of 
the Cross.” 

“Quo Vadis,” circa 1951, °52, °53, 
etc., will have one answer as to 
The contrast, of course, is sharp | whither thou goest—to the b.o. 
in that Leo Genn’s slick underplay- Abel. 

ing makes Ustinov’s sybarite con- 


ception of Nero that much more Let’s Make it Legal 


out of focus with realities. It 
Light comedy about divorce 


wasn't necessary to pile it on— 
Nero is so well established a knave, starring Claudette Colbert, 
Macdonald Carey, Zachary 


a fool and an egomaniac that direc- 
Scott, moderate b.o. 








tor Mervyn LeRoy and producer 
Sam Zimbalist might have curbed 
some of the fiddlin’ around while 
Rome burned. 

But the Polish novelist, Henryk 
Sienkiewicz, intended to contrast 
the glory that was Rome and the 





20th-Fox release of Robe 
duction. Stars Claudette 
donald Carey, 
Barbara Bates, 
Monroe. 


Bassler pro- 
olbert, Mac- 
Zachary Scott; features 
Robert Wagner, Marilyn 
Directed by Richard _ Sale. 


Screenplay, F. Hugh Herbert, I. A. L. Dia- 
splendor that was Nero’s court| mond, from story by Mortimer Braus; 
with the travails of the early Chris- | camera, Lucien Ballard; editor, Robert 


Frit 3 ° . > 
tians who had found the message | Noy utc: Cytil Mockridge. | At Roxy 


N. Y., week of Nov. 6, ’51. Running time, 
ef the Carpenter who had been iz ewe. Cenateten Oitert 
saan Re the Romans a genera- on ol “Pe eat rete Mactenea Covey 

. secre eserccccccecccs -SACnary co 

While the Romans worship their sernare Denham.......... Barbara Bates 
idols and vestal virgins; while Nero | j6y.4 Denham: ----+++-- Robert Wagner 
rules a still-lush if decadent court | Ferguson ....... 02.22.22 200. ank Cad 
in its final stage of cowardice, | Gardener. ..............-...Jim Hayward 
wickedness and degeneracy, Robert | Miinmannn 230. Saag! Savage 
pute tas ,& shown — his = Secretary. «=o. ss see: Betty Jane Bowen 
to ous man troops wn t e u G BOCTOCArP..cccceccessss: c aa 
Appian Way. Deborah Kerr, as a| ftetel. Mannecn et ee 
Christian hostage, is the vis-a-vis. | Mailman............... Harry Harvey, Sr. 


Genn, as the suave Petronius, who 
constantly derides the stupid Nero, 
has Marina Berti, a beauteous 
slave girl, as his romantic opposite. 

Abraham Sofaer and Finlay Cur- 
rie, as the A les Paul and Peter; 
Patricia Laffan, as:Nero’s empress; 
Buddy Baer, the faithful bodyguard 
to Lygia (Miss Kerr), are the most 
prominent in the long unfolding. 

The film unspools at nine min- 
utes under three hours, and it is 
a tribute to its vastness and color 
ee that super-Techni- 
color which, seemingly, only the 
Italian skies make possible—that 
it grips almost wholly throughout. 
There are spots, of course, when 





“Let’s Make It Legal” is a frothy 
comedy package about a middle- 
aged couple’s divorce and their 
eventual reconciliation. Gags and 
mildly amusing situations abound 
in the script, but they’re never 
genuinely effective. In fact, there’s 
a dated quality about the film that 
will be only partially saved, box- 
office-wise, by the marquee names 
of Claudette Colbert, Macdonald 
Carey and Zachary Scott. 

After 20 years of varying bliss, 
Miss Colbert and Carey call it 
quits. Just when the final decree 
becomes effective Zachary Scott 
comes on the scene. An old beau 


the dialog palls. There are major} of Miss Colbert’s, he still has the 
moments when the lan @ is per-| fire of conquest burning in him. 
haps too lofty, and it e sharp| Like a blooded racehorse running 


cutback to conventional boy-girl 
dialog that creates certain marked 
peaks and valleys. 
But there are no and downs 
on the spectacular values that com- 
prise the Circus of Nero, the prof- 


his last match, Carey rises to meet 
the competition and manages to 
throttle it ~ the last frame 


is off the q 
The F. Hugh Herbert-I. A. L. 


Diamond screenplay, from the 





























‘Bates 


| great Circus of Nero. And capping | 


‘ Sk 
nunzio and George Jacoby as as- 


effects. Carey, for example, por- 
trays a hotel publicity man with a 
penchant for gambling and a yen 
for horticultural pursuits. Miss 
Colbert is a well-preserved matron 
who can stuff a box of expensive 
roses in an ashcan with the best 
of them. Scott is a wealthy busi- 
ness man and a typical roue to boot. 


Along with the aforesaid trio 
are a newlywed young couple, a 
dazzling bathing beauty, an eccen- 
tric gardener and sundry other 
types on which to hang quips of 
varying effectiveness. Throughout 
it all director Richard Sale speeds 
the yarn on a merry pace with 
scarcely a letup. However, his 
breezy touch is not enough to offset 
the triteness of the tale. 

Performances are fairly good. 
Miss Colbert rolls off her lines 
easily. Carey, while giving it a 
valiant try, isn’t quite plausible as 
a man who'd go around spraying 
roses as well as roues. Scott is well 
cast as the libertine. Barbara 
and Robert Wagner are 
suitably annoying as the young 
couple who pry into their elders’ 
affairs. Other players lend good 
support. 

Camerawork of Lucien Ballard, 
Cyril Mockridge’s music, Robert 
Fritch’s editing and other technical 
credits all refiect the care and 
quality that audiences take for 
granted from a major studio. Pro- 
duction accoutrements indicate a 
medium budget. Gilb. 


Red Mountain 
(COLOR) 





Alan Ladd heading outdoor 
actioner; for general playdates. 





Hollywood, Nov. 13. 


Paramount release of Hal Wallis produc- 
tion. Stars Alan Ladd, Lizabeth Scott, 
Arthur Kennedy, John Ireland; features 
Jeff Corey, James Bell, Bert Freed, Wal- 
ter Sande, Neville Brand, Carleton Young. 
Directed by William Dieterle. Screenplay, 
John Meredyth, Lucas, George F. Slavin, 
George W. George; from story by Slavin 
and George; camera (Technicolor), Charles 
B. Lang, Jr.; editor, Warren Low; music, 
Franz Waxman. Tradeshown Nov. -7, °51. 
Running time, 84 MINS. 


MUN a ia:4:5.5 05:5. wae kde waeuae es Alan Ladd 
Chris ceccccccccccce:s LAzabeth Scott 
Lane Waldron........+.. Arthur Kennedy 
COBOURG. 5 5 0 000s.00esetseees John _Irelard 

OO... .sscccvecvcccsecdeseces Jeff Corey 
El, “ROSES s 6c casesensenseeeses James Bell 
OOGI 6 660500000065 86060089> Bert Freed 

UG icvcenscecwegeeseees Walter Sande 
TS Ber Neville Brand 
DN c6:0'0:6.0n eesweKenees Carleton Young 
DERI 4< 60.0600496000e4000s 5+ 6a ae 
Rare. CHOW... secceanne Jay Silver Heels 


Marshal Robert 


J cseuee Francis McDonald 
Indian 


Indian Guard.........+... Herbert Belles 
POOL oes knoe ceasenecanet Dan White 
eee ore rrr Ralph Moody 
Cavalry Major... .ccscescaes Crane Whitley 





Hal Wallis has tossed the full 
book on outdoor actioners at “Red 
Mountain,” missing none of the 
standard gimmicks to keep the ac- 
tion boiling for the full 84-minute 
course. With such a mixture of 
tried-and-true formats, a good ac- 
tion cast headed by Alan Ladd, and 
the Technicolor lensing of the rug- 

ed, picturesque settings, reaction 
n regular playdates should be 
satisfactory. 

Some of the formula hodge- 
podge will have to be taken with 
tongue-in-cheek, particularly the 
ending, but, overall, it is standard 
action entertainment, pretentious 
but acceptable if not viewed too 
seriously. Plot is another of those 
“end of the War Between States” 
affairs, fighting its battles in the 
west instead of Dixie, and William 
Dieterle’s direction keeps it rolling 
fast to ease the feeling that script- 
ers have piled the hokum on aw- 
fully thicke= 

Plot gets away with Ladd, Con- 
federate captain, killing a man in 
a small western town where the 
sympathies are to the Union. 
Blame falls on Arthur Kennedy, a 
transplanted southerner who has 


-4 signed the neutrality pladge. When 


a mob tries to lynch Kennedy, he 
is saved by Ladd and the pair ride 
off into the hills, where they are 


The Clouded Yellow 


“The Clouded Yellow,” 
British-made meller which 
preemed at the Park Ave. The- 
atre, N. Y., Monday (12), was 
reviewed by VARIETY in the 
issue of Nov. 29, 1950. Myro 
Stated that “as her first inde- 
pendent production since she 
left the J. Arthur Rank orbit, 
Betty E. Box has clicked with 
a winner.” Critic added that 
“its big prospects in America 
are well above average, and 
the pic need not be confined 
to the art house trade.” 
Yarn describes the adven- 
tures of an ex-secret service 
agent who helps an innocent 
rl escape a murder charge. 
trong cast is topped by Jean 
Simmons and Trevor Howard. 
Reviewer felt that Miss Sim- 
mons and Howard “make a 
strong, yet contrasting team.” 
Columbia Pictures is releasing 
the Betty Box-Carillon Films 











production in the U. S. 








“Young Scarface,” British 
import which preemed at the 
Rialto, N. Y¥., Wednesday (7), 
was reviewed in VARIETY in 
the issue of Feb. 4, 1948, under 
its original title of “Brighton 
Rock.” Cane. opined that this 
gangster meller would have 
little chance in the U. S. mar- 
ket because of its “‘secondary 
marquee names, cockney ac- 
cent and excessive brutality.” 

Produced by Roy Boulting 
and directed by John Boulting, 
“Scarface” stars Richard At- 
tenborough. “With Graham 
Greene and Terence Rattigan 
responsible for the screen- 
play,” wrote Cane., “something 
more exciting might reason- 
ably have been expected. Some 
of the blame goes to director 
John Boulting, whose tempo 
is much too leisurely for this 
type of picture.” 

U. release is through 
M. K. D. Distributors, Inc. 
Original running time of 92 
minutes has been cut to 80. 


0 OT AEDT 2 


joined by Lizabeth Scott, 
nedy’s fiancee. 


It soon develops that Ladd is 
waiting to make contact with John 
Ireland, playing the _ notorious 
Quantrell, who is planning to carve 
an empire. out of the west by us- 
ing warring Indians against the 
whites. When Ladd realizes Ire- 
land is no longer supporting the 
southern cause he tries to effect the 
escape of Miss Scott and Kennecly. 
Latter is killed but Ladd and the 
gal are rescued in an all-out, shoot- 
‘em-up, waving flags-charging cav- 
alry, red-skins-bite-the-dust finale 
that uses every cliche in the book. 

The trouping is entirely accept- 
able, even good, considering the 
pulp fiction antics the players go 
through. The four stars hold their 
own while the supporting players 
neatly fulfill action intentions to be 
found in the screenplay by John 
Meredyth Lucas, George F. Slavin 
and George W. George. Latter two 
wrote the original story. 

Charles B. Lang, Jr.’s cameras 
keep up with the busy movement 
and capture’ some beautiful scenic 
effects. Franz Waxman’s music 
score is adequate. Brog. 








Ken- 


Callaway Went 
Thataway 
(SONG) 





Amusing spoof on video cow- 
pokes. Okay b.o. 





Hollywood, Nov. 13. 


Metro release of Norman Panama-Mel- 
vin Frank production. Stars Fred Mac- 
Murray, Dorothy McGuire, Howard Keel; 
features Jesse White, Fay Roope, Natalie 
Schafer. Written and directed by Panama 
and Frank; camera, Ray June; editor, 
Cotton Warburton; music, Marlin Skiles; 
song, Charles Wolcott. Tradeshown Oct. 
31, °51. Running time, 81 MINS. 


i. Bay, Serre rere Fred MacMurray 
Deborah Patterson...... Dorothy McGuire 
“Smoky y, SAI WES sc bees ses: Howard Keel 
Stretch” Barnes........... Howard Keel 
Georgie Markham.........:.. Jesse White 
co Re eae Fay Roope 
Martha Lor seeeeee.-Natalie Schafer 
ye. pe «+... Douglas Kennedy 
aera Weseeees Elisabeth Fraser 
Johnny Terrento........ Johnny Indrisano 
a, SO eee ae eerdess tan Freberg 
Director 


TerTeTriT ert rere. Don Haggerty 





Rapid rise of old-line cowboy 

stars via video is the subject of 
an amusing spoof in “Callaway 
Went Thataway.” Idea is enter- 
tainingly showcased in a light, easy 
style that should assure it average 
business in most playdates. 
_ The satire doesn’t bite, being all 
in fun, and it plays off in a reason- 
ably fast 81 minutes under the 
triple helming of Norman Panama 
and Melvin Frank as writers, pro- 
ducers and directors. Nonsense is 
ably paced by the star trio of Fred 
MacMurray, Dorothy McGuire and 
Howard Keel. 

MacMurray and Miss McGuire, 
as former copywriters, form an 
agency when they get hold of some 
old film oaters, build them and 
the star into a strong television 
name as well as a commercial tie- 
up sales figure. Trouble starts 
when the sponsor wants to meet 
the famed cowpoke in the flesh 
before signing a new contract. 
Since the star is now a lush 10 
years out of the business, the ad 
agency team is up a tree until 
Howard Keel, genuine cowboy and 
an exact double, is found. Mac- 
Murray and Miss McGuire per- 


suade him to pose as the film cow- | Bourk 


poke and everything is going fine 
until Jesse White, an satat. tains 
up with the real article. 
MacMurray, as the glib huckster, 
and Miss McGuire, as the more 
solid citizen, are a good combine 
and Miss McGuire nicely extends 
her character to take in a satisfy- 
ing romance with Keel. Latter 
leases soundiy in his dual role. 
is real cowpoke comes over 
neatly, as does the reel star, the 
drunk bits in the latter charac- 
terization getting laughs. Jesse 
White’s mercen 10-percenter 
and the other supporters add to the 
entertainment. An extra touch is 


Williams, Elizabeth Taylor and 
Clark Gable in unbilled nitery bits. 
“Where the Tumbleweed  |[s 
Blue,” tune by Charlies Wolcott, 
fits comedy aims and ‘is reprised 
several times by Keel. Background 
score by Marlin Skiles also is in 
keeping. Ray June. uses his 
cameras expertly and other tech- 
nical credits are good. Brog. 





Hong Kong 
(COLOR) 


Ronald Reagan, Rhonda Flem- 
ing in likeable romantic-ad- 
venture feature for regular 
playdates. 








Hollywood, Nov. 13. 

Paramount release of William H. Pine- 
William C. Thomas production. Siars 
Ronald Reagan, Rhonda Fleming; features 
Nigel Bruce, Marvin Miller, Lowell Gil- 
more, Danny Chang. Directed by Lewis 
R. Foster. Screenplay, Winston Miller: 
based on story by Lewis R. Foster: cam- 
era (Technicolor), Lionel Lindon; editor, 
Howard Smith; musie score, Lucien Caill- 
det. Tradeshown Nov. 8, ’51. Running 
time, 90 MINS. 


Jeff Williams Ronald Reagan 


eee eeeees 


Victoria Evans......... Rhonda Fleming 
MEE. ZAGER... ccccccee ves <» Nigel Bruce 
po eee eer Marvin Miller 
Mrs. Lighton.....cccces: Mary Somerville 
Police Inspector.......... Lowell Gilmore 
Moom Clerk... .cccoccece: Claude Allister 
Wei Lin 


Danny Chang 





This adds up as one of the better 
Pine-Thomas production’ entries: 
for regular playdates outside the 
top key cities. An intriguing Hong 
Kong background frames a story 
that nicely balances interest for 
family audiences with romantic ad- 
venturing, and names of Ronald 
Reagan and Rhonda Fleming, plus 
good supporting players, should 
help its bookings. 

Footage lensed in the Oriental 
site of the tale is neatly blended 
with studio shots to round out pro- 
duction values, which are height- 
ened by Technicolor, and Reagan 
does an opening narration to put 
everything on its proper footing as 
plot takes off. ssentially, it is 
the story of an adventurer in China 
after World War II. Through cir- 
cumstance he has come by a small 
gold ido) worth $250,000, along 
with a small Chinese orphan boy. 
Before he can cash in on his good 
fortune, however, conscience strikes 
and then he has to fight off more 
evil parties to save the idol, the 
boy and the mission schoolteacher 
with whom he has fallen in love. 

Reagan gives an easy, likeable 
delivery to his adventurer role, and 
Miss Fleming looks good as the 
schoolteacher who helps to prod 
his conscience. Little Danny Chang 
is the kind of Chinese doll over 
whom the femmes will oh and ah. 

Reliable Marvin Miller is in to 
provide an Oriental type of 
menace, He’s the crook who deals 
in stolen objets d’art. Nigel Bruce 
supplies some bumbling British 
comedy, as does Mary Somerville 
as his wife. Claude Allister also is 
good for laughs, and Lowell Gil- 
more does an efficient police in- 
spector. 

For those who like action, Lewis 
R. Foster's direction injects a num- 
ber of good uences. hi- 
nese planes diving on defenseless 
refugees, the chase of Miller by 
Reagan through Hong Kong streets 
and the windup at the waterfront 
among miserable native vessels are 
among the colorful movement. ~ 

Winston Miller did an okcy job 
of scripting Foster’s story for the 
screen, and Lionel Lindon’s cam- 
era work is excellent, as is the 
editing by Howard Smith. Lucien 
Cailldet’s music score is common- 
place. Brog. 


Man in the Saddle 
(SONG—COLOR) 


Bangup Randolph Scott west- 
ern, on action for out- 
door fan. 








Hol Nov. 8. 

Columbia release Seott-Brown TT 
Joe Brown) production.. Stars Randolp 
Scott; features Joan Leslie, Ellen Drew. 
Alexander Knox, Richard Rober, John 
Russell, Alfonso Bedoya, Guinn “Big Boy 
Williams, Cl Bevans, 


8, em Cameron Mitch- 
ell, Richard Crane, Sully. Directed 
b Toth 


y Andre De " Goreceeeey Kenneth 
Gamet; based on novel est Haycox: 
camera (Technicolor), les Lawton, 
dr; editor, Charles Nelson; song, Ralph 
Murphy, Harold Lewis. Previewed Nov. 
7, 51. Running time, 87 MINS. 
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Te MEGNEUD. v ccccveesese ss 4. Elien Drew 
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“eetee eeeeeeeteeener Frank Sully 

Tom eee e teeta sewnss Lloyd 
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Randolph Scott has a bangup 
action western in “Man in the 
Saddle.” Payoff should be good in 
the oater market. 

A Scott-Brown presentation 
through Columbia and produced 
by Joe Brown Paes 
makes excellent use of Techni- 





(Continued on page 16) 
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~ Rental Studios Provide for Tilts 





Rental studios advised producers working their lots that provi- 
sions must be made for added pay tilt to workers, plus new ar- 
rangements including paid vacations and holidays. 
Centre, for example, will bill customers a flat 182% bdsed on new 
wage scales to cover all extraneous provisions, amount to be placed 
in a reserve fund to be disbursed after stabilization board okays 


new wage pacts. 
Samuel Goldwyn and General 
ducers 18%. 


employees direct. 
formula. 


Eagle Lion is going along as before, as its policy is to 
rent space at a flat daily rate, with producers hiring and paying 
Hal Roach and RKO-Pathe are working out a 


PIX INU.S. 


WANE 








FEWER TOP FILMS: 
IMPORTERS £0 TV 


Foreign-language pic importers, 
who in the early postwar years ap- 
peared to have their lingualers 
hitched to a comet, are finding 
increasingly that their star is on 
the wane. They are faced with two 
inter-related stymies: Few 
foreign-language films and, as a 


Hollywood, Nov. 13. 


Motion Picture 


Service studios will assess pro- 








Civic, Educational Tieups Slated 
By N.Y. Exhibs to Develop B.0. 


Although it’s the big splash cam-+ 


paigns that hog the spotlight, such 
as the monthly full-page ad tie-ups 
with Macy’s department store, Or- 
ganization of the Motion Picture 
Industry of New York has been 
working quietly on numerous other 
projects designed to increase inter- 
est in film attendance. 


Aiming to make the nabes an 
integral part of the cultural life of 
a community, the New York thea- 
tremen, through Lynn Farnol, their 
publicity rep, are setting up a pro- 
gram that they feel will do them 
the most good in the long run. As 
Farnol put it, “We're not looking 
for the magic gimmick. We're 
weaving and then punching where 
it'll be most effective. One week 
we'll go after a teen-age group, 
the next a women’s club, and then 
a civic group, and so on. It’s all 
part of an overall, long-range plan 
and it’s the first time any one has 
gone out after the sectional audi- 
ences to keep ther _ constantly 
aware of motion pictures.” 

In line with the community ap- 
proach, an arrangement has been 
made with the Board of Education. 





Selecting pix with an educational 
angle, the Organization of the Mo- 
tion Picture Industry has worked 
out with the educational authorities 
forums and panel discussions which, 
in many cases, are carried right 
into the classrooms. These gabfests 
are so geared that they’re in keep- 
ing with the classroom work of 
the students. 

Prime example of this pitch is 
the forum arranged for students in 
the film and creative writing 
courses at Brooklyn’s Abraham Lin- 


(Continued on page 15) 


Reagan, Re-Elected . 


As SAG Prexy, Raps 
o. 4 ee 
TVA’s ‘Aggression 

: Hollywood, Nov. 13. 

Television Authority was accused 
of betraying the interests of all per- 
formers and assailed for “unjusti- 
fied acts of aggression” at the an- 
nual membership meeting of the 
Screen Actors Guild, during which 
the thesps voted their approval of 
the Ronald Reagan administration. 
Results of the recent election 
were announced, showing Reagan 
re-elected without opposition and 
his administration returned to 
office by more than 6-1. William 
Holden was re-elected first v.p.; 
Walter Pidgeon, second v.p.; John 
Lund, third v.p.; Paul Harvey, re- 
cording secretary, and George 
Chandler treasurer. 
Elected for three-year terms on 
the Guild’s board of directors were 
Regis Toomey, Rosemary DeCamp, 
Chick Chandler, Louise Beavers, 
Tyrone Power, Frank Faylen, Rob- 
ert Keith, Nancy Davis, Lurene 
Tuttle, Cliff Lyons and Wallace 

(Continued on page 15) 


Palca’s Brit. Prod. 


Alfred Palca, associate producer 
and scripter on Columbia’s current 
Harlem Globetrotters,” planed 
from New York to England over 
the weekend to work out a deal 
on production of film for use in 
both theatres and on tele. 

Associated with Palca in the 
London film-making is Stanley 
Haynes, British screenwriter 
(“Oliver Twist”). Palca expects to 








result, a rapid decline in the num- 
ber of houses devoted to this type 
product. 

Number of importers have gone 
into distribution of old Hollywood 
features to television or other aux- 
iliary aspects of the film biz. Those 
who have remained in the show 
| are pushing to obtain Italian rather 
than French —formerly the most 
popular—product because the Ital- 
ian at least draws on the large 
Italian population in the U. S. 

Italian Film Export, the co-op of 
native producers which, with forced 
financing by the U. S. majors is at- 
tempting to broaden its market in 
| America, is facing an uphill fight. 
Number of outlets is shrinking and 
in all likelihood will continue to do 
so unless the IFE comes up with 
more than promotional coin. 





CSU Loses Appeal 


Los Angeles, Nov. 13. 
Conference of Studio Unions lost | 
its appeal in the $43,000,000 dam- 
age suit against the major film 
companies in U. S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals. Judge William C. 
Mathes had previously dismissed 
the action in District Court. 


Suit was an aftermath of the|take a flock of strong pix. 
1946 studio _ strike. Plaintiffs} Art theatre operators 
charged the studios with conspiracy 
to break up the Conference. 


SWG in Ist Move 
For Accord With 


Tele Producers 


Hollywood, Nov. 13. 

First Screen Writers’ Guild move 
to secure a basic minimum con- 
tract for writers with tele produ- 
cers has been made in a letter to 
the Alliance of Television Film 
Producers, asking a date on which 
to begin bargaining talks. 


Major demands will include ad- 
vance payments to be applied 
against future royalties, latter 
based on percentage of gross, and 
writers granting tele rights for 
specified period only, after which 
they revert to the author. Guild 
will press these points in addition 
to regular provisions of the basic 
agreement, including a Guild shop. 


Guild selected ATFP as the first 
for bargaining because of solidity 
of its members, which include 
Jerry Fairbanks, Bing Crosby, Wis- 
bar, Ziv, Primrose, Broidy, TCA, 
Flying A and Roy Rogers. Basic 
demands have been approved by 
the national television committee 
of the Authors League and the 
SWG directorate. 





films rather than lingualers. They 





audience that way, even if they 
have a minor-quality Hollywood or 
British pic. That’s one of the rea- 
sons why small British films have 
been garnering 
in the past year. 
cept in Italian neigborhoods) or 
French pix of anything but top 
quality, they’re dead at the b.o. 

Top example of the big urge 
for English-language product is 
seen in the New York first-run art 
houses. Only theatres that will 
play lingualers, except if actually 
forced by lack of other product, 
are the World, the 55th St. and the 
Paris. 

The World has a record of great 


(Continued on page 10) 


BOOTHMEN’S TANGLE 
SHUTS ASTER IN MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Nov. 13. 


A labor dispute between its own- 
ers and the AFL operators’ union 
has suddenly darkened the Aster, 
independent loop 900-seater, sup- 
posed to be playing “The Well” for 
a second moveover week. 

‘Unable to adjust a bargaining 
agreement with the union, made by 
the theatre’s former owner, the 
Minnesota Amus. Co. (United Para- 
mount Theatres), and calling for 
the employment of four regular 
and one relief booth operators with 
two in the booth at abbstimes, the 
theatre’s present owners have de- 
cided to keep the unprofitable 
house shuttered. The concession 
requested would have had the 
theatre employing only two regu- 
lar and one relief operators and us- 
ing only one in the booth at a time. 

Benedict Deinard, counsel for 


By Small-Lesser For 
TV Licenses of 27 Oldies sri cuufe is hen! 


Importance of television as an) similar calibre here are not re- 
added source of coin for standard | quired to have mcre re one - 
pix was further pointed up this) erator in the booth at a time, an 
week by the disclosure that Peer- | charges that the two operators, who 
less Television Productions, 
outfit headed by Edward Small and | Nov. 2, locked themselves in the 
Sol Lesser, collected close to | theatre booth Thursday (8) and re- 
$300,000 for licensing of 27 oldies | fused to ye ~~ 6 as 
to two stations. On the other hand, John Goldie, 

Outfit sold the package to KTTV, | the union's attorney, alleged that 
L. A., and directly to a sponsor|the Aster owners locked out the 
(Hauser Nash Sales) for showing | operators “ refusing to — 
on WNBQ, Chicago, each paying| with the bargaining agreemen 
about $150,000. Such deals as|made by MAC in June, 1950, and 
these obviously are adding greatly | running until next Dec. 12 ean ee 
to the potential residual value of which they became responsible 
all regular pix. when the theatre was purchased. 

Distribs of the dated product and The yd operators — eng on 

y | Nov. ey were no longer 

the ining to” entse dealz for| payroll, said Goldie, who pointed 
licensing pix despite an injunction out “the present owners knew when 
restraining Republic from showing | they acquired the theatre they'd 
oaters. starring Roy Rogers. | have to — up to this agreement 
Rogers’ court victory recently re-| with the union. 

strained Rep from selling his pix, MAC relinquished the Aster un- 
to TV because, he claimed it con-| der the Paramount consent decree 




















Nearly 3006 Nabbed 








be abroad about two months. 


stituted an endorsement of the TV to the present independent group 
sponsor's product. | which operates it. 


good | 


It'll | 


new | were notified of their dismissal on | 





IA Pacts Chaplin 


Hollywood, Nov. 13. 

Way was cleared for the produc- 
tion of Charles Chaplin's “Lime- 
|light” when his 
signed a basic contract with the 
International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees. 

There had been threats of pull- 
ing the construction crew off the 
picture, which is slated to start 
Nov. 19, with a 36-day shooting 
schedule. 


SWG Election 


Develops Into 
Bitter Ruckus 


Hollywood, Nov. 13. 
Election campaign in the Screen 
| Writers Guild has developed into a 








are all| bitter battle, with “left wing’ and 
making a rush for English-language | “right 


wing” 
hither and yon. 


accusations tossed 


Mary McCall, Jr., running in oppo: | 


sition to Karl Tunberg, who is up 
| for re-election as president. 
| Last week there was a rumpus 


improved grosses| when the SWG board voted to dis- | 
With Italian (ex-|cipline Adele Buffington and Mich- | 


|ael Wilson, the latter a write-in 
| candidate for the board. Both had 
written letters criticizing the pres- 
ent regime. 

Miss McCall, former president of 
the Guild and currently a member 
of the executive board, declared in 
her platform that rights of writers 
must be more thoroughly protected 
in contracts with TV producers and 
that such contract negotiations 
would be started immediately. She 
added: 

“The Screen Writers Guild must 
not wake up some day to find itself 
part of a vertical union in tele- 
vision, or in motion pictures, con- 
trolled by the successors of Browne 
and Bioff. That sort of alHance 
will further or preserve no Amcri- 
can ideals.” 

In a statement rebutting the re- 
cent criticisms directed against 
him, Tunberg said: 

“I am sorry about the amount of 
irresponsible correspondence which 

(Continued on page 15) 


Goldwyn Claims Rights 





Over Vidfilm Series 


Hollywood, Nov. 13. 

Samuel Goldwyn and Monogram 
are holding “discussions” over 
whether Monogram should pay any- 
thing for its upcoming vidpic series, 
“Raffles.” Goldwyn legal reps 
claim he owns the rights since he 
made a “Raffles” film starring 
David Niven in 1940. 

G. Ralph Branton, prexy of Inter- 
state Television, Mono subsid 
which will make series with George 
Brent as the lead, denies any 
hassle but Goldwyn spokesman 
admits there have been “discus- 
sions” for several months. A Mono 
exec says months of talks has 
brought an impasse. 








Snag on Minimums Cut 


Hollywood, Nov. 13. 
Script Supervisors Guild broke 


representatives | 


Latest candidate | 
figure they can draw on a larger|to throw her hat into the ring is | 


To ‘Raffles’ in Mono Tiff | 


Off Script Supers’ Talks 


IA’s H-63 Moving Quickly to Snare 
N.Y. Office Help in Test With SOPEG 


+ With the Screen, Office and Pro- 


| fessional Employees Guild (now 


District 65, Distributive, Processing 
and Office Workers of America) 
|almost completely out of the run- 
ning, H-63, office workers unit of 
ithe International Alliance of The- 
atrical Stage Employees, is moving 
in quickly in an attempt to take 
|} over complete jurisdiction of the 
i film homeoffice clerical, steno, 
j typing and receptionist help. 
| Already entrenched at Warner 
| Bros., Universal, Republic and UA 
homeoffices, H-63 added h.o. em- 
ployees of Paramount, RKO Pic- 
tures, RKO Theatres, Columbia and 
exchange workers at Loew's, Mon- 
|ogram and UA in recent NLRB- 
supervised elections. Russell 
Moss, exec vicepresident of H-63, 
estimates that his union has picked 
up some 1,500 former SOPEG mem- 
bers as a result of the recent 
voting. Moss expects this total to 
increase when polling is held at 
20th-Fox homeoffice, exchange and 
Movietone News. He says H-63 
will run unopposed. 
| With H-63 and district 65. still 
| jockeying for position at the Metro 
homeoffice, no application has been 
|made yet by either union for an 
NLRB poll, Meanwhile, Moss 
termed the recent $3.50 to $7 vol- 
|untary cost-of-living increase for 
Metro h.o. employees making un- 
der $100 as an “attempt to wean 
\the employees away from any 
{ union.” 

Starting negotiations with com- 
panies whose employees .selected 
| H-63 as their spokesman, the union 
| reportedly will seek wage increases 
;and a complete union shop. §Lat- 
ter stipulation, which Moss de- 
| scribed as an IA-type provision, 
| calls for employees to join the 
union after 30 days or face loss of 
their jobs. 

Moss pointed out that industry- 
| wide talks are impossible this year 
because many companies are al- 
| ready signed up. However, he said 
| he'd try for single expiration date 
with each new pact so that a joint 
meeting could be held next year. 








NY. Local 230 Presses 
For Publicists’ Control 
As District 65 Challenge 


With the recently signed one- 
‘year pact for homeoffice pub-ad 
staffers at RKO Pictures as bait, 
the Sign, Pictorial and Display 
Union, Local 230, AFL, gave no- 
tice that it is actively going after 
jurisdictional rights to all flacks 
in the industry. 

A stiff challenge, however, ap- 
| parently awaits Local 230 since 
| District 65, Distributive, Processing 
| and Office Workers of America, al- 
| ready claims the right to represent 
| publicists of Warner Bros., Uni- 
versal, 20th-Fox and Columbia. Less 
{serious opposition, if any, is ex- 
| pected from H-63, International Al- 
|liance of Theatrical and Stage £m- 
| ployees, the third labor group in 
ithe field claiming members. H-63 
| has been authorized as the bar- 
|gaining agent for the Paramount 
unit. 
| Apparently not wishing to en- 
| gage in a battle with another AFL 
‘local, H-63 has indicated that if 
Paramount or other pub-ad staffers 
‘feel that they'd prefer to shift to 
Local 230, “we will not offer any 
objections.” Russell Moss, execu- 
tive v.p. of H-63, pointed out, how- 

(Continued on page 15) 


Roach’s U.S. Quickie 


William S. Roach, former New 











off negotiations with the majors yoy, film attorney, returns to the 
and plans to serve a 60-day notice | U. S. about Dec. 15 from Paris, 
of termination of its present pact| where he has served as special 


under the Taft-Hartley Law. It will 
also seek mediation. 

Impasse is over minimum salar- 
ies. Present minimum is $118 
weekly. 

SSG spokesman declared 
vision producers are paying $150 
minimum weekly, $35 daily and 
sometimes as high as $250 weekly 
| for qualified script supervisors. 





tele- 


counsel repping the U. S. on a 
| United Nations commission draw- 
'ing up a new international copy- 
right convention. He has been in 
France for the past 18 months. 

Roach has resigned the UN chore 
‘as of Dec. 1. He'll return to Paris 
| after Christmas to open an inter- 
| national law office there, with spe- 
| cial emphasis on films. 
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New Pix Give L.A. Pickup; ‘In Paris’ 
Record $55,000, ‘Racket’ Lusty 276, 
‘Sun’ Bright 236, ‘Tanks’ Mild 256 


Los Angeles, Nov. 13. #=— 





Armistice Day and lineup of 
new, strong bills are boosting first- 
runs here to fancy session this 
week, being best since Labor Day 
and second biggest of year. Big 
leader and far ahead of others by 
a huge margin is “American in 
Paris,” which is sighting a record 
$55.000 or close in two theatres. 

“The Racket,” playing in three 
houses, looks solid $27,000. “‘Place 
in Sun” is heading for solid $23,- 
600 in two Paramount houses 
while “Tanks Are Coming” shapes 
medium $%25.000 in three _ spots. 
“Anne of Indies” shapes slow $28,- 
000 in four situations. “Man in 
Saddle” is okay near $28,000 in 
two sites. Advanced price hold- 
overs are landing steady trade 
with a boost from holiday biz. 

Estimates for This Week 

Los Angeles, Chinese, Uptown, 
Loyola (FWC) (2,097; 2,048; 1,719; 
1.248: 70-$1.10)—“‘Anne of Indies” 
(20th) and “Journey Into Light” 
(20th). Slow $28,000. Last week, 
“Make It Legal” (20th) and ““Wood- 
en Horse” (Indie), $19,900. 

Hollywood, Downtown, Wiltern 
(WB) (2,756; 1,757; 2,344; 70-$1.10) 
—“Tanks Are Coming” (WB). Me- 
dium $25,000. Last week, “Close 
to Heart” (WB), $18,800. 

Toew’s State, Ezyptian (UA) (2,- 
404: 1,538; 70-$1.10—‘American in 
Paris” (M-G). Smash $55,000. Last 
week, “Across Wide Missouri” 
(M-G) and “Yellowfin” (Mono) (2d 
wk-4 days), $8,200 after sock $37,- 
600 opener. 

Hillstreet, Pantages (RKO) (2,- 
752; 2,812; 70-$1)—“Man in Sad- 
die” (Col) and “Chain Circum- 
stance’ (Col). Oke $20,000. Last 
week, “Mob” (Col) and “Son Dr. 
Jekyll” (Col) (2d wk), $16,900. 

Los Angeles, Hollywood Para- 








mounts (F&M) (3,398; 1.430; 60)— 
“Place in Sun” (Par). Solid $23,- 
000 or close. Last week, “Magic 
Face” (Col) and “Whistle Eaton 
Falls” (Col), $10,400. 

United Artists, Ritz, Vogue (UA- 
FWC) (2,100: 1,370; 885; 70-$1.10)— 
“Racket” (RKO) and “Flight to 
Mars” (Mono). Big $27,000. Last 
week, “Hotel Sahara” (UA) and 
“Big Night’ (UA) (8 days), blah 
$6.500. 

Four Star (UA) (900; 70-$1.10)— 
“Well” (UA) (3d wk). Mild $2,500. 
Last week, $3,100. 

Fine Arts (FWC) (677: $1.20- 
$2.40)—“‘River’” (UA) (4th. wk). 
Trim $4.500. Last week, $4,900. 

Beverly Hill (WB) (1,612; 80- 
$1.50)\—“"Streetcar” (WB) (8th wk). 
Fine $10,000. Last week, $10,400. 

Wilshire (FWC) (2,296; 80-$1.50) 








—‘Detective Story” (Par) (3d wk). 
Smooth $11,000. Last week, $11.900. 

Laurel (Rosener) (846; $1.20- 
$2.40)—"‘Tales Hoffmann” (Indie). 
Finished long, healthy run of 23 
weeks on Sunday (11) with big 
$4,300. 


Tanks’ Rolling Fast In 
L’ ville, $9,000; ‘Horde’ 
Good 106, ‘Loose’ 446 


Louisville, Nov. 13. 

Fall season is under way nicely 
here. While weekend weather was 
mild enough for motorists and 
those seeking outdoor treks, first- 
runs are sharing in a well-distrib- 
uted patronage. “Tanks Are Com- 
ing” is really rolling at the Mary 
Anderson for sock session. “Gold- 
en Horde” at Rialto looms as good. 

Estimates for This Week 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,100; 45- 
65)—“‘Love Nest” (20th) and “Man 
With My Face” (UA). Slow $3,000. 
Last week, “Prowler” (UA) and 
“Hoodlum” (UA), $3,500. 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,200; 
45-65)—"Tanks Are Coming” (WB). 
Company on location for several 
weeks at Ft. Knox near here mak- 
ing several scenes, had patrons 
waiting for gander at service pic. 
Looks big $9,000 and h.o. Last week, 
“Streetcar Named Desire” (WB) 
(2d wk), $7,500. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000: 
45-65)—""Golden Horde” (U) and 
“Reunion In Reno” (U). Better 
than expectations, but only good 
$10,000. Last week, “Rhubarb” 
(Par) and “Mr. Drake’s Duck” 
(UA), $11,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3,000; 45-65)-— 
“American In Paris” (M-G) (2d wk). 
_ $11,000. Last week, solid $14,- 








Strand (FA) (1,200; 45-65)—“On 
Loose” (RKO) and “Street Bandits” 
(Rep). Medium $4,500. Last week, 
“Happy Go Lovely” (RKO) and 
“As You Were” (Lip), $5,500. 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 





This Week ........ $710,900 
(Based in 20 theatres) 
Last Year ......... $551,400 


(Based on 17 theatres) 








‘Horde’ Hotsy 96, 


Pitt; Tanks 106 

~ 
Itt; 

Pittsburgh, Nov. 13. 

“No Highway in Sky” at Harris 
and “Golden Horde” at Fulton 
both look like big winners this 
week along with the wind-up of 
“An American in Paris” at Penn. 
Gene Kelly starrer has been show- 
ing plenty of staying power and 
moves to the Ritz after an 18-day 
stand at this big seater. “Tanks 
Are Coming” is hewing close to 
what has become just about par 


of late for Stanley, but its not so 
good. 


Estimates for This Week 


Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 50-85)— 
“Golden Horde” (U). Solid $9,000 
or close. Last week, “Capt. Fabian” 
(Rep) and “This Is Korean” (Rep), 
$6,500. 


Harris (Harris) (2,200; 50-85)— 
“No Highway in Sky” (20th). Trim 
$9,000 or better. Last week, “Little 
Egypt” (U), $5,000 in 6 days. 


Penn (Loew’s) (3,300; 50-85)— 
“American in Paris” (M-G) (3d wk). 
Getting 4 days in wind-up session 
and will hit fine $10,000. Last 
week, big $16,500. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 50-85)— 
“Tanks Are Coming” (WB). Moder- 
ate $10,000 or less with help of 
another sneak preview. One of 
them helped “Behave Yourself” 
(RKO) last week to same figure. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 50-85)— 
“Warpath” (Par). Okay $5,500. Last 
week, “Jungle Headhunters” (RKO) 


and “Jungle of Chang” (RKO), 
$5,000, 


Streetcar’ Wham 176, 
Seattle; ‘Tickets’ 116 


Seattle, Nov. 13. 

Biz is perking this stanza, with 
“Streetcar Named Desire” way out 
ahead at Music Hall where smash 
session is in prospect. “Submarine 
Command” looms big at Coliseum 
while “Two Tickets to Broadway” 
shapes nice at Fifth Avenue. 


Estimates for This Week 


Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,929; 65- 
90)—‘“‘Submarine Command” (Par) 
and “The Longhorn” (Mono). Big 
$10,500. Last week, “Crosswinds” 
(Par) and “As You Were” (Lip), 
$10,200. 

Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2,366; 
65-90)—“Two Tickets to Broad- 
way” (RKO) and “Whip Hand” 
(RKO). Nice $11,000. Last week, 
“Make It Legal’ (20th) and 
“Odette” (UA), $8,600 in 9 days. 

Liberty (Hamrick) (1,600; 65-90) 
—‘Across Wide Missouri’ (M-G) 
and “Bannerline” (M-G) (3d wk). 


(Continued on page 18) 























‘Horatio’ Great $23,000, 
Mont’l; ‘Talk’ Loud 186 


Montreal, Nov. 13. 

“Capt. Horatio Hornblower” is 
pacing field of newcomers here 
this week with big session at 
Loew’s. “People Will Talk” shapes 
fine at Palace. “Desert Fox’ still 
is solid in second Capitol week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (C.T.) (2,626; 34-60)— 
“People Will Talk” (20th). Fine 
$18,000 or near. Last week, “No 
Highway in Sky” (20th), $12,000. 

Capitol (C.T.) (2,412; 34-60)— 
“Desert Fox” (20th) (2d wk). Solid 
$15,000 following $23,000 opener. 

Princess (C.T.) (2,131; 34-60)— 
“Force of Arms” (WB). Good $12,- 
000. Last week, “Jim Thorpe’ 
(WB), $11,000. 

Loew’s (C.T.) (2,855; 40-65)— 
“Capt. Horatio Hornblower” (WB). 
Big $23,000. Last week, “Meet 
After Show” (20th) (2d wk), $16,- 
000. 

Imperial (C.T.) (1,839; 34-60)— 
“Tomorrow Another Day” (WB) 
and “Sky High” (WB). Okay $10,- 
000. Last week, “The Strip” 
(M-G) and “King of Wild Horses 
(M-G), $9,000. 

Orpheum (C.T.) (1,048; 34-60)— 
“Margie” (20th) and “Nob_ Hill 
(20th) (reissues). | Passable $6,000. 
Last week, “St. Benny the Dip 
(UA) and “Road Block” (UA), $6,- 
000. 


2 Tickets’ Smash 
$74,000 Paces Hub 


Boston, Nov. 13. 

Biz holding up nicely this stanza 
with holiday weekend proving very 
hig. “Streetcar” in third week at 
Astor still is strong and “Ameri- 
can in Paris” at State and Or- 
pheum still is good also in third. 
“Detective Story” at Met shapes 
great while “Two Tickets to Broad- 
way” at Memorial is even a bigger 
smash at wickets. “Come Fill the 
Cup” at Paramount and Fenway 
looks sturdy. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (B&Q) (1,200; 74-$1.20)— 
“Streetcar Named Desire” (WB) 
(3d wk). Nifty $16,500 after strong 
$17,500 for second. 

Beacon Hill (Beacon Hill, Inc.) 
(780;  $1.20-$2.40)—“The River” 
(UA) (7th wk). Off to $4,500 after 
mild $5,200 for sixth. 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 40-85)— 
“Anne of Indies” (20th) and 
“Blackmailed” (Indie) (2d wk). 
Near $8,000 after fair $14,000 
opener. 

Fenway (NET) (1,373; 40-85)— 
“Come Fill Cup” (WB) and “Two 
Dollar Bettor” (Indie). Fine $7,- 
000. Last week, “Tanks Are Com- 
ing’ (WB) and “In Old Amarillo” 
(Rep), same. 

Memorial (RKO) (3,000; 40-85)— 
“Two Tickets to Broadway” (RKO) 
and “Highly Dangerous” (Lip). 
Smash $24.000. Last week, “Lady 
Pays Off” (U) and “Katie Did It” 
(U), $12,000. 

Metropolitan (NET) (4,367; 40- 
85)—“‘Detective Story” (Par) and 
“Crazy Over Horses” (Mono). 
Great $25,000 or near. Last week, 
“Close to Heart” (WB) and “As 
You Were” (Lip), $12,500. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,500; 55- 
$1.10)—‘“American in Paris’ (M-G) 
(3d wk). i | $16,500 after $24,- 
000 for second. 

Paramount (NET) (1,700; 40-85) 
—‘Come Fill Cup” (WB) and “Two 
Dollar Betior’ (Indie). Sturdy 
$17,000. Last week, “Tanks Are 
Coming” (WB) and “In Old Ama- 
rillo” (Rep), $12,500. 

State (Loew) (3,500; 55-$1.10)— 
“American in Paris” (M-G) (3d wk). 
Still good at $9,000 after neat $13,- 
500 for second. 








Cincinnati, Nov. 13. 

“Two Tickets to Broadway,” 
solid at Albee, is the only bright 
spot in this fair-to-middling stanza 
for downtown houses. Other new 
bills are “Love Nest” at Capitol, 
“Unknown Man” at Palace and 
“Disc Jockey” in Keith’s range 
from not so hot to light. “Street- 
car Named Desire,” in third week 
at Grand, is running ahead of ail 
three with another great round. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,100; 55-75)— 
“Two Tickets to Broadway” (RKO). 
Solid $16,000. Last week, “Blue 
Veil” (RKO), $12,500. 

Capitol (Mid-States) (2,000; 55- 
75)—“Love Nest” (20th). N.s.h. 
$7,000. Last week, “Thunder On 





Hill” (U), $6,000, 


2 Tickets Fast $16,000, Cincy Ace; 
‘Nest’ NG7 G, Streetcar’ Big 86, 3d 


Grand (RKO) (1,400; 55-75)— 
“Streetcar Named Desire’ (WB) 
(3d wk). Great $8,000 after $12,- 
000 second round. 

Keith’s (Mid-States) (1,542; 55- 
75)—“Dise Jockey” (Mono) and 
“Sierra Passage’ (Mono). So-so 
$5,500. Last week, “Little Egypt” 
(U), $6,500. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,500; 55-75)— 
“Blue Veil” (RKO) (m.o.). Satis- 


factory $5,000. Last week, daily | $ 


changes of dual chillers, all indie 
reissues, $5,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 55-75)— 
“Unknown Man” (M-G). Light $7,- 
060. Last week, “Man Without 
Cloak” (M-G), 4 days, and “Bark- 
leys of Broadway” (M-G) and 





sason” Liner” (M-G) (reissues), 
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K.C. Slips Albeit ‘Drums’ Boosted 


By Blackstone to 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week ...... $2,724,000 
(Based on 24 cities, 210 the- 
atres, chiefly first runs, includ- 
ing N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
ast Wear ....... $2,294,500 
(Based on 24 cities, and 195 
theatres.) 
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Streetcar’ Bol ‘ 
$17,000 in Mpls. 


Minneapolis, Nov. 13. 


Even stage opposition like the 
Sadler’s Wells Theatre Ballet, 
“Mister Roberts” and a_ Stan 
Kenton concert along with the 
Minnesota-Indiana grid game can’t 
toss a monkey wrench into the box- 
office machinery here currently. 
Reason is, of course, a striking 
array of product. Standout is 
“Streetcar Called Desire,” terrific 
at RKO-Pan. “The Blue Veil” also 
shapes great at Orpheum. “Love 
Nest” is slow at State. Holdovers 
of “Desert Fox” in third week 
looks nice at Gopher. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Par) (1,600; 50-76) — 
“Place in Sun” (Par) (m.o.). Here 
after two substantial Radio City 
stanzas. Good $6,000. Last week, 
“Red Shoes” (UA) (reissue), mild 
$4,000. 

Gopher (Berger) (1,000; 50-76)— 
“Desert Fox” (20th) (3d wk). Has 
come through nicely. Fast $5,000 
after hefty $5,400 second canto. 

Lyric (Par) (1,000; 50-76)—“Red 
Badge Courage” (M-G) and “Ban- 
nerline” (M-G). Okay with $6,000. 
Last week, “New Mexico” (UA), 
tepid $4,500. 

Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-76)— 
“Let’s Make It Legal” (20th). Mild 
$9,000. Last week, “Place in Sun” 
(Par) (2d wk), good $8,000 in six 
days after $14,500 first week. 

RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 40- 
76) — “Blue Veil” (RKO). Great 
$14,000. Holds. Last week, “Close 
To Heart” (WB), $6,000. 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 76-$1.20) 
—‘Streetcar Named Desire” (WB). 
Lauded on every hand and boosted 
prices can’t biz down. Boff $17,- 











000. Last week, “On Loose” (RKO) 
and “Her First Romance” (Col), 
fair $5,000 at 76c top. : 

State (Par) (2,300; 50-76)—‘“Love 
Nest” (20th). Lasted only 3 days, 
with “Hotel Sahara” (U) brought 
in to fill out week. Slow $5,000. 
Last week, “The Well” (UA), $7,000. 

World (Mann) (400; $1.20-$2.40) 
— “The River’ (UA) (3d wk). 
Modest $3,000. Last week, $3,500. 


e 
Det. Mild; Josie Helps 
b ] Yo 
‘Legal’ to Fair $38,000, 
’ ithe 
‘Tanks’ 166, ‘Hill’ 11G 
_ Detroit, Nov. 13. 
_ Josephine Baker onstage at Fox 
is upping “Make It Legal” to only 
a fair total this round. “Tanks are 
Coming” is rolling along okay at 
the Michigan. “Thunder on Hill” 
is not earsplitting but nice at 
United Artists. “Streetcar Named 
Desire” is still clanging loudly at 
the Madison in second ride. “Rack- 
et” is slowing a bit in second week 
at the Palms. 
Estimates for This Week 
Fox (Fox-Detroit) (5,000; $1- 
1.50) —‘‘Make It Legal” (20th) and 
osephine Baker onstage. Disa 
pointing $38,000. Last week, “High- 
way in Sky” (20th) and stageshow 
headed by Billy Daniels, $30,000. 
Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
70-95)—“Tanks Are Coming” (WB) 
and “Hide Out” (Indie). Oke 


$16,000. Last week, “Family 
reel (Col) and “Five’’ (Col), 





Big 136; ‘Heart’ 76 


Kansas City, Nov. 13. 

City is seeing one of its more 
moderate weeks, with only fair 
strength in product and pleasant 
weather turning patrons to other 
fields. Vaude at the Missouri with 
Blackstone onstage is helpin 
“Drums in Deep South” to a soli 
$13,000. Best picture fare is second 
week of “American in Paris” at 
the Midland with fine $11,000, 
“Close To My Head” at Paramount 
looks mildish. After cold wave of 
last week, weather did an about 
face to spring-like temperatures 
for weekend. 

Estimates for This Week 


Kimo (Dickinson) (504; 75-99) — 
“Oliver Twist” (Indie). Sockeroo 
$4,000, and expected to make an 
extended run. Last week, “Scott 
of Antarctic” (Indie), $1,800. 


Midland (Loew’s) (3,500: 50-69)— 
“American in Paris” (M-G) (2d wk), 
Continues bullish trend at $11,000, 
nice. Last week giant $17,000. 

Missouri (RKO) (2,650; 50-75) — 
“Drums in Deep South’ (RKO) 
with Blackstone magic show on- 
stage. First live show here this 
season, with big $13,000 likely. 

Paramount (Tri-States) (1,900; 
50-69)—“Close To Heart” (WB), 
Mildish $7,000. Last week, “Street- 
car Named Desire” (WB) (2d wk), 
with $1 top did solid $7,000 in 4 
days. 

Tower (Fox Midwest) (2,100; 50- 
75) — “Capt. Fabian’ (Rep) and 
“Sea Hornet” (Rep). Return this 
house to straight films, after four 
weeks of vaude. Fair $7,000. Last 
week, “Reunion in Reno” (U) with 
five-act stage bill, same. 


Uptown, Esquire, Fairway, Gra- 
nada (Fox Midwest) (2,043, 820, 
700, 1,217; 50-75)—“No Highway 
in Sky” (20th) and “Young As 
Feel” (20th). Moderate $11,000 in 
6 days. Last week “Iron Man” (U) 
and “Lady from Texas” (U), $10,- 
000 also in 6 days. 


Vogue (Golden) (550; 65-85) — 
“Blanche Fury” (Indie) and “Blue 
Lamp” (UA). Medium $2,000. Art- 
film policy holds in this midtown 
house. Last week, “So Long At 
Fair” (UA), $1,500. 


D.C. Soars; ‘In Paris’ 
Terrif $35,000, ‘Racket’ 
Hot 146, ‘Tanks’ Ditto 


Washington, Nov. 13. 


This is a sock session along the 
main stem, with the three-day Ar- 
mistice Day weekend and generally 
strong newcomers brightening the 
boxoffice. Sparking the upward 
trend is “American in Paris,” boff 
at Loew’s Palace. “The Racket,” 
at RKO Keith’s, is brisk despite 
a general pounding from cricks 
while “Tanks Are Coming” at 
Warner is above average. In its 
second round, “The River” is 
spurting after sluggish start, and 
had a — weekend with road- 
show policy. “Place in the Sun” 
continues sturdy at Trans-Lux. 
Estimates for This Week 


Capitol (Loew’s) (3,434; 44-90)— 
“Man With Cloak” (M-G) plus 
vaude. Very slim $17,000 for holi- 
day week at this house. Last week, 
“Mr. Imperium” (M-G) plus vaude, 
same, 
Dupont (Lopert) (372; 50-85)— 
“Emperor’s Nightingale” (Indie). 
Satisfactory $4,000, but not up to 
hopes after top scoring by crix. 
Last week, “Paris 1900” (Indie) and 
“Ballerina” (Indie) (reissue), $3,500 
in final 5 days. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,939; 44-80)— 
“Racket” (RKO). Hefty $14,000, 
Last week, “Behave Yourself’ 
(RKO), $9,000. 

Metropolitan (Warner) (74-$1.20) 
—*Streetcar Named Desire” (WB) 
(6th-final wk). Steady $6,500 to 
wind up record-breaking run. Last 
week, $7,500. 

Palace (Loew’s) (2,370; 65-$1)— 
“American in Paris” (M-G). Ter- 
rific $35,000 at slightly upped 
scale, topping “David and Bath- 
sheba” with same Holds. 





rices. 


,000. Last week, “Desert Fox” (20th) (2d 
Palms (UD) (2,900; 70-95)—|wk), satisfactory $12,000 at 74c. 
“Racket” (RKO) and “Whistle |t 


Eaton Falls” (Col) (2d wk). Down 
to $10,000. Last week, trim $15,000. 

Madison (UD) (1,900; 90-$1.20)— 
“Streetcar Named Desire” (WB) 
(2d wk). Nice $17,000. Last week, 


29,000. 

United Artists (UA) (1,900; 70-95) 
—‘Thunder on Hill” (U) and 
“Never Can Tell” (U). Nice $11,000 
or over. Last week, “Golden 
Horde” (U) and “Reunion in Reno” 
(M-G), $8,500. 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 70-95)— 
“Blue Veil” (RKO) (2d wk). Down 











to $5,000. Last week, okay $7,000. 


op. 

Playhouse (Lopert) (485; $1.20- 
$2.40)—-“The River” (UA) (2d wk). 
Spurting ahead after mild start to 
firm $10,000, with extra Armistice 
Day shows helping. Last week, 
$9,000. Holds again. 

Warner (WB) (2,174; 44-74)— 
“Tanks Are Coming” (WB). Sturdy 
$14,000 or near. Last week, “The 
Mob” (Col), $12,000. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (654; 50-$1)— 
“Place in Sun” (Par) (5th wk). Very 
steady $8,000 after $9,000 last 
week. Weekends still sock, but 





midweek tapering off. Holds again. 
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Holiday Helps Chi; ‘Show -Melchior 
Tall $50,000, Streetcar’ Wow 286, 
‘Clouds Bright 176, ‘Fabian’ 106, 2d 


Chicago, Nov. 13. 

Loop first-runs are gaining mo- 
mentum this session via yesterday’s 
(Mon.) Armistice Day holiday and 
the entry of more favorable biz 
weather. Downtown front-runner 
is “Meet Me After Show” and 
Lauritz Melchior heading stage- 
show at Chicago. Bill is heading 
for tall $50,000. 

“Streetcar Named Desire” 
“Three Steps North” at Grand 
looks wow $28,000. “Painting 
Clouds With Sunshine” and “To- 
morrow Is Another Day” is bright 
$17,000 at United Artists. “Hills 
of Ireland” is nice $4,000 at World. 
Ziegfeld entry of “Journey Into 
Light” is crisp $4,500. 

Second week of “The Racket” 
and “Parisian Follies” revue on- 
stage is sock $35,000 at Oriental. 
Roosevelt holdover of “Captain 
Fabian” and “Sea Hornet” is okay 
$10,000. Fifth week of “The River” 
roadshow is nice $9,500 at Selwyn. 
“Across Wide Missouri” and “Red 
Badge of Courage” looms strong 
$15,000 at State-Lake. Third week 
of “Blue Veil” shapes lofty $16,000 
at Woods. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 98)—‘‘Meet 
Me After Show” (20th) and Lauritz 
Melchior in person. Solid $50,000. 
Last week, “Millionaire For Chris- 
ty” (20th) and Josephine Baker top- 
ping stageshow, $38,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,200; 98-$1.20)— 
“Streetcar Named Desire” (WB) 
and “Three Steps North” (UA). 

Last week, “Desert 


Boff $28,000. 
and “Triple Cross” 


and 


Fox” (20th) 
(Col) (2d wk), $17,000. 

Oriental (Indie) (3,400; 98)—“‘The 
Racket” (RKO) and “Parisian Fol- 
lies” revue onstage (2d wk). Fine 
$35,000. Last week, big $40,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 55-98)— 
“Capt. Fabian” (Rep) and “Sea 
Hornet” (Rep) (2d wk). Okay $10,- 
000. Last week, $12,500. 

Selwyn (Shubert) (1,000; $1.20- 
2.40)—“The River” (UA) (5th wk). 
taunch $9,500. Last week, $10,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 55-98) 

—‘“‘Across Wide Missouri” (M-G) 
and “Red Badge Courage” (M-G) 
(2d wk). Nice $15,000. Last week, 
$16,000. 
United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 55- 
§8)—“Painting Clouds Sunshine” 
(WB) and “Tomorrow Another 
Day” (WB). Lofty $17,000. Last 
week, “Thunder On Hill” (U) and 
“You Can Never Tell” (U) (2d wk), 
$10,000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 98)— 
“Blue Veil” (RKO) (3d wk). Good 
$16,000. Last week, $17,000. 

World (Indie) (587; 80)—‘“Hills of 
Ireland” (Indie). Tidy $4,000. Last 
week, ‘“Baker’s Wife” (Indie) (re- 
issue) and “Well Digger’s Daugh- 
ter” (Indie) (reissue), $3,800. 

Ziegfeld (Lopert) (434; 98)— 
“Journey Into Light” (20th). Bright 
$4,500. Last week, “No Highway 
in Sky” (20th) (4th wk), $3,000. 


Rain Ups Frisco; ‘Veil’ 
Stout $18,000, ‘Carnival’ 
Big 196, ‘Golden’ $20,000 


San Francisco, Nov. 13. 
String of rainy days is perking 
biz here this session. Both “Blue 
Veil” and “Texas Carnival” are 
doing strong trade. “Tanks Are 
Coming” is rated good while “The 
Well” is holding nicely in second 
United Artists week. Despite 
world preem bally with stars from 
pic as well as George Jessel, pro- 
ducer of the film, “Golden Girl” 
is rated barely good at Fox on first 
round. : 
Estimates for This Week 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 60- 
85) — “Blue Veil” (RKO) with 
Audrey Totter making opening day 
personal. Fine $18,000. Last week, 
Red Badge Courage” (M-G) and 
Whip Hand” (RKO), $13,000. 
e Fox (FWC) (4,651; 60-95) — 
Golden Girl” (20th). Worid preem 
hoopla headed by George Jessel, 
Mitzi Gaynor, Dennis Day, William 
Lundigan and Anne Francis helped. 
Good $20,000 or near. Last week, 
No Highway In Sky” (20th) 
and “Millionaire Christy” (20th), 
$14,000 





Warfield (Loew's) (2,656; 60-85) 
—“Texas Carnival” (M-G). Strong 


$19,000. Last week, “People Against 
O'Hara” (M-G), $16,500. 

- Paramount (Par) (2,646; 60-85)— 
ranks Are Coming” (WB) and 
Bride of Gorilla” (Indie). Good 
$16,000. Last . te “Close To 
i Danger- 

ous” (Lip), $13,000. _ ” 
St. Francis (Par) (1,400; $1.20- 
$1.50) — “Streetcar Named Desire” 
(Continued on page 18) 


a 
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Estimates Are Net 

Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net; 1. e., 
without the 20% tax. Distrib- 
utors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 


include the U. S. amusement 
tax. 


‘Th Paris’ Giant 
$40,000, Philly 


Philadelphia, Nov. 13. 

Holiday weekend along with new 
product is helping trade here this 
session. “American in Paris” ran 
away from field with terrific 
stanza at Randolph while “Across 
Wide Missouri” looms sock at 
Goldman. Dinah Washington head- 
ing stageshow is boosting ‘Disc 
Jockey” to solid total at Earle. 
“Texas Carnival” started slowly 
but picked up to do okay at Boyd 
while “Tanks Are Coming” is slow 
at Stanley. “Anne of Indies” is 
showing little at the Fox. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; $1.20 $2.40) 
—“River” (UA) (2d wk). Fair 
$8,000. Last week, $10,009. 

Arcadia (Indie) (500; 50-99) — 
“First Legion” (UA). Nice $3,000. 
Last week, second run. 

Boyd .(WB) (2,360; 50-99) — 
“Texas Carnival” (M-G). Okay 
$16,000. Last week, “Streetcar 
Named Desire” (WB) (6th wk). 
$10,000. 


Earle (WB) (2,700; 50-99)—“Disc 
Jockey” (Mono) plus Dinah Wash- 
ington onstage. Solid $25,000. 
Last week, “Racket” (RKO) (2d 
wk), $12,000. 

Fox (20th) (2,250; 
“Anne of Indies” (20th) Dull 
$14,000 or near. Last week, 
“Desert Fox” (20th) (3d wk), fine 
$15,000. 

Goldman (Goldman) (1,200; 50- 
99) — “Across Wide Missouri’ 
(M-G). Sock $23,000. Last week, 
“Well” (UA) (2d wk), down to 
$9,000. 

Mastbaum (WB) (4,360; 50-99) — 
“Blue Veil” (RKO) (2d wk). Cke 
$14,000. Last week, solid $22.000. 


Midtown (Goldman) (1,000; 50- 
99)—“Bright Victory” (U) (2d wk). 
Neat $7,000. Last week, $13,000. 

Randolph (Goldman) (2,500; 50- 
99)—‘‘American in Paris’ (M-G). 
Terrific $40,000. Last week, “Mr. 
Imperium” (M-G) (2d wk), so-so 
$8 000. . 

Stanley (WB) (2.900; 50-99) — 
“Yanks Are Coming” (WB). Slow 
$13 000 or less. Last week, “Come 
Fill Cup” (WB) (2d wk),. $11,000. 

Stanton (WB) (1,473; 50-99) — 
“Magic Face” (Col). Poor $7,509. 
Last week, “St. Benny Dip” (UA), 
$9,000. 


‘CARNIVAL’ CRISP IN 
PROV., 166; ‘WELL’ 96 


Providence, Nov. 13. 

Looks like an average week here 
with Loew’s State hitting the high 
spot with “Texas Carnival.” “The 
Well” is rated fairly active at the 
Met. Nice weekend weather helped 
hold down trade. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Behave Yourself” (RKO) and “The 
Longhorn” (Mono). Fairly good 
$8,000. Last week, “Prince Who 
Was Thief” (U) and “You Never 
Can Tell” (U), same. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; $1)— 
“Streetcar Named Desire’ (WB) 
(2d wk). Fairish $8,000. First 
week, sock $17,000. 

Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 44- 
65)—"‘The Well” (UA) and “Tahiti 
Honey” (Rep), Fairly active $9,- 
000 or near. Last week, “Hotel 
Sahara” (UA), slow $6,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65)— 
“Texas Carnival” (M-G) and “Ban- 
nerline” (M-G). Nice $16,000. Last 
week, “American in Paris” (M-G) 
(2d wk), good $12,500. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) 
—‘Detective Story” (Par). Opened 
Monday (11). Last week, “Place 
in Sun” (Par) (24 wk), nice $8,000. 








50-99) — 








‘VEIL’ MIGHTY $17,000, 
BUFF: ‘WORLDS’ 166 


Buffalo, Nov. 13. 


Buffalo first-runs are holding 
very strong this round despite 
some holdovers. “Blue Veil” looks 
powerful at Century where it is 
holding for nine days. “When 
Worlds Collide’ shapes solid at 
Paramount while “Streetcar Named 
Desire” will be best holdover, 
smart in second Center week. 


Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Loew's) (3,500; 55-90)— | pases ei 
(M-G) (2d\; 


“American in Paris” 
wk). Nifty $15,000 or better. 
week, $18,000. 


Paramount (Par) (3,000; 40-70)— 
“When Worlds Collide” (Par) and 
“As You Were” (Indie). Solid 
$16,000 in 8 days. 
“Darling How Could You” 
and “Warpath” (Par), $9,000. 

Center (Par) (2,100; 40-70)— 
“Streetcar Named Desire’ (WB) 
(2d wk). Smart $14,000. 
week, $18,000. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70)— 
“Sunny Side of Street” (Col) and 
“Two of Kind” (Col). Sturdy $11,- 
000. Last week, “Reunion in 
Reno” (U) and “Lady From Texas’ 
(U), $5,000. 


(Par) 


Last week, | 


Last | 





| 


Last| holding close to their totals of a 





Century (20th Cent.) (3,000; 40-| 


70\—"‘Blue Veil” (RKO). Power- 
ful $17,000 in 9 days. Last week, 
“Let’s Make It Legal” (20th) and 
“Road Block” (RKO), $6,800. 


Fox Fancy 136, 
Indpls.; ‘Anne 96 


Indianapolis, Nov. 13. 

Biz continues good here this 
stanza, despite extreme weather 
variations. “Desert Fox” at Circle 
is sock to pace the town. “Ameri- 
can In Paris” still is smash in sec- 
ond week at Loew's while “Street- 
car Named Desire” is holding up 
in great style at Keith’s in second 
round. “Anne of Indies’ at Indi- 
ana is mild. 


Estimates for This Week 


Circle (Cockrill-Dolle) (2,800; 50- 
70)—“Desert Fox” (20th) and 
“Street Bandits” (Indie). Sock $13,- 
000. Last week, “Come Fill Cup” 
(WB) and “Yellowfin” (Mono) $8,- 
500. 

Indiana (C-D) (3,200; 50-70)— 
“Anne of Indies” (20th) and “Ob- 
sessed” (UA). Moderate $9,000. 
Last week, “Day Earth Stood Still” 
(20th) and “Elephant Stampede” 
(Mono), $12,500. 

Keith’s (C-D) (1,300; 55-$1.20)- - 
“Streetcar Named Desire’ (WB) 
(2d wk). Nifty $8,000 on top of 
wow $13,500 opener. 

Loew’s (Loew's) (2,427; 50-70)— 
“American in Paris” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Stout $11,000 after great $17,- 
600 in first stanza. 

Lyric (C-D) (1,600; 50-70)— “Iron 
Man” (U) and “Stand Up and Sing’ 
(Indie). Fair $5,000. Last week, 
“Lady From Texas” (U) and “This 
Is Korea” (Rep), $4,500. 


‘VEIL’ BRISK $15,000, 
ST. L00; ‘RACKET’ 136 


St. Louis, Nov. 13. 

Trade is spotty here this week 
at mainstem houses, with “Blue 
Veil” outstanding of the new en- 
tries. It is great at the Missouri. 
“The Racket’ looms okay at the 
vast Fox. “American in Paris” 
still is lusty in second week at 
Loew’s. 

Estimates for This Week 


Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 60-75) 
—‘‘The Racket” (RKO) and “Close 
To Heart” (WB) (m.o.’s). Opened 
today (Tues.). Last week, “Come 
Fill Cup” (WB) and “Sea Hornet” 
(Rep), okay $10,000. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 
“Tanks Are Coming” 
“Love Nest” (20th). 
(Tues.). Last week, “The Racket” 
(RKO) aad “Lady From Texas” 
(WB), okay $13,000. 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; '75-90)— 
“American in Paris” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Sock $19,000 following $25,000 ini- 
tial stanza. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 60-75)— 
“Blue Veil” (RKO) and “Highway- 
man” (Mono). Trim $15,000. Last 
week, “Close To Heart” (WB) and 
“Reunion in Reno” (U), $9,000. 

Pageant (St. L. Amus.) (1,000; 
75-90) —“Streetcar Named Desire” 
(WB). Good $5,000. Last week, 
“Tales of Hoffmann” (Indie), $7,500. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 75-80)— 
“Latuko” (Indie) and “Kon-Tiki” 
(RKO). Okay $5,500. Last week, 
“The Well” (UA}, $4,000. 

Shubert (Indie) (1,500; 60)— 
“Five” (Col) and “M” (Col) (2d 
wk). Holding at $3,000 after good 
$3,500 first session. 








60-75)— 
(WB) and 
Opened today 


| two-a-day, 


B'way Soars; ‘Vadis’ Wow $157,000, 
Legal -Cugat 786, Detective’ Hot 526, 
Missouri 366, ‘Behave -Vaude 596 


Nine new bills, including some] Garland was forced out by illness 
outstandingly strong films, plus! at Sunday (11) show, and house 
Armistice Day weekend and good| shuttered next day. Plans to re- 

all are contributing to | open Friday (16). Third week was 
ring business at Broadway first- | $50,000. 
runs this week. Some houses are Paramount (Par) (3,664; 70-$1.80) 
—"Behave Yourself” (RKO) plus 
Myron Cohen, Rosemary Clooney, 
| Stan Fisher, Bobby Byrne — on- 
: 5 : -egictered | Stage (2d-final wk). Initial frame 
py TRE mash rade being registered | nded last might (Tues.) was. Just 
at the Astor and Capitol ‘is the | 0Kay, at $59,000, with boost from 
current session’s highlight. Some | ee ; a Pat — 
exhibitors credit the turnaway)| ioe ” Wed ae tant ‘with 
crowds it is drawing Ba helping | “two ‘Tickets to Broadway” (RKO) 
other first-runs. “Vadis” is soaring | 9. the feature picture. 


to $130,000 or close, a film-policy | : - 90- ) 
record at the Capitol. Over tie __ eee A ps ral ge 
weekend, it was just a question of | wonday (12). In ahead. “Oliver 
how many people the house could Twist’’ (UA) ‘(15th wk) ended with 
poccncnp gg Baga Bor vwith near. | nice $5,100 after $4,700 for 14th 
capacity $27,000 assured in first oo City Music Hall (Rocke- 
week. Unlike the Cap’s continuous | fellers) (5,945; 80-$2.40)—“Ameri- 
policy, the Astor is playing pic on ‘ean in Paris” (M-G) with stage- 

reserved-seat engage-| show (6th wk). Held at $132,000 
House gets $2.40 top at) after solid $134,000 in fifth round, 
night. rain cutting latter below hopes 

“Detective Story” is the other | last ednesday. “Pandora an 

terrific-grossing picture, filmization | Flying Dutchman” (M-G) will not 
of the legit hit soaring to $52,000 | ites ware . igo | geneur 
in initial stanza at the Mayfair.| with “Too Young to Kiss pAs 
“Across Wide Missouri” also is big, | substituted and due in next. I il 
$36,000 for first round at the State.|See You in My Dreams” (WB) 
It is the best at this house in many | booked to come in as the Christ- 


week ago, and even exceeding them | 
in some Cases. 


ment. 


weeks. mas picture. 
“Behave Yourself,” with stage-| Rivoli (UAT-Par) * 
show headed by Myron Cohen, | $1.80)— David and Bathsheba 
Rosemary Clooney, Stan Fisher and | (20th) (14th-final wk). The 13th 
Bobby Byrne band, finished first | week ended last night (Tues.) held 
frame at the Paramount with okay | t0. okay $14,500 after $16,000 for 
$59,000. “Let’s Make It Legal,” | 12th round. Fixed Bayonets 
with Xavier Cugat band and revue | (20th) oe =. 90-$1.75) 
onstage, also is okay at $78,000 in| ,, Roxy nt ait cbse 
first week at the Roxy. | Let's Make It Legal (20t ) with 
“American in Paris,” with stage- | Xavier Cugat orch and revue on- 
show, is holding at sturdy $132,000 | pe al ae occ ol ber yori ra 
in sixth week at the Music Hall, | ©°"¢ 00 ay Pe vi 
insuring a seventh round. “Blue good $78,00 oa — * 
Veil” will not be far from the Indies (20th) plus Riviera revue 
second session with great tM] ea tee ee ne 
for third week at the Criterion. "State iLoow'as (3.450: 55-$1 80) 
“Ten Tall Men” shapes up strong ~~" Aoross “Wide Missouri” (M-G) 
with, 920.000, in, third round at] (aq wc. initial‘ session ended 
. a? ; 3 4.” | Monday (12) nig anded big $36,- 
= one — in fourth stanza| 999. Jn ahead, “Texas Carnival” 
“Streetcar Named Desire” stayed a gh My by at ery 
near the preceding week with|«streetear Named Desire” (WB) 
> eae Ra god Se ae (9th wk). Eighth session conclud- 
ner. a > 


(2,092; 65- 














, 2 | ed last night (Tues.) held to smash 
pushed up to great $13,000 in| $24,000 after $29,500 for seventh 
week, over hopes. Continues. 

Sutton (R&B) (561; 90-$1.50) — 
“Browning Version” (U) (3d wk), 
Initial holdover frame ended Mun- 
day (12) night climbed ahead of 
opening week to $8,500 as against 
good $8,000 first week. 

Paris (Indie) (568; $1.20-$2.4n)— 
“The River” (UA) (10th wk). Ninth 
round ended Sunday (11) still was 
great at $11.400 after $11.9090 for 
eighth week. 

Trans-Lux 60th St. (T-L) (453; 
74-$1.50)—“‘Laughter in Paradise 
(Indie). Opened Sunday (11). In 
ahead, “Man in Dinghy” (Indie) 
(2d wk} dipped to only $2,800 in 
five days after okay $5,000 open- 
ing round. 

Trans-Lux 52d St. (T-L) (540; 90- 
$1.50)—“Clouded Yellow’ (Col). 
Opened Monday (12). In ahead, 
“Red Badge of Courage” (M-G) 
(4th wk-5 days) off to $3,600 after 
nice $5,500 for third round. 

Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 55- 
$1.80) — “10 Tall Men” (Col) (3d 
wk). Hoiding nicely with around 
$20,000 after big $23,000 for sec- 
ond week. Stays indef. 


‘In Paris’ Sock $20,000 
In Toronto; ‘Story’ Wow 
18C, ‘Veil’ Smooth 146 


Toronto, Nov. 13. 


fourth week at the Fine Arts, ahead 
of third stanza. 
Estimates for This Week 

Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; $1.25- 
$2.40)—“‘Quo Vadis’ (M-G). Soar- 
ing to -near-capacity with giant 
$27,000 in week ending tomorrow 
(Thurs.). This includes one extra 
show, midnight performance Sat- 
urday (10) night, on two-a-day, 
upped-scale policy. Looks in for 
long-run with advance sale very 
big. In ahead, “Here Comes 
Groom” (Par) (7th wk), $9,000. 

Bijou (City Inv.) (589; $1.20- 
$2.40)—“‘Tales of Hoffmann” (In- 
die) (33d wk). The 32d frame 
ended last night (Tues.) held at 
$9,500. The 3lst week was big 
$10,000. 

Capitol (Loew’s) (4,820; 95-$1.80) 
—“Quo Vadis” -(M-G). Initial ses- 
sion ending tomorrow’ (Thurs.) 
night soaring to house record for 
straight-film policy by a_ wide 
margin. Looks to hit $130,000 un- 
less it sloughs off sharply today 
and tomorrow. Playing continuous 
run with $1.80 top, with only the 
slow turnover holding back from 
higher figure. It will top ‘Gone 
With Wind” (M-G) by better than 
$30,000. Record for Cap with 
stagefilm policy is $147,200, held 
by “Naked City” (U). In ahead, 
“Angels in Outfield” (M-G) (3d 
wk), $15,000. 

Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 50-$1.80) 
—“Blue Veil’ (RKO) (3d_ wk). 
Frame ending Friday (16) con- 








tinued very solid with $21,000 after 
$26,000 for second week. Stays on. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 50-$1.80) 
—“Desert Fox’ (20th) (5th wk). 
Fourth stanza ended last night 
(Tues.) held to $17,500 after big 
$24,000 for third week. 

Fine Arts (Davis) (485; 90-$1.80) 
—‘‘Lavender Hill Mob” (U) (5th 
wk). Fourth round ended Monday 
(12) edged up to $13,000 after 
smash $12,500 for third week. 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 50-$1.80) 
—‘Detective Story” (Par) (2d wk). 
Initial frame ended Monday (12) 
night roared ahead to _ terrific 
$52,000 after getting off to great 
start Election Day (6). Looks in 
for long run. In ahead, “Day Earth 
Stood Still’ (20th) (7th wk), $5,500. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; $1.20-$2.40) 
—All vaude, two-a-day policy topped 
by Judy Garland. Fourth ses- 
sion ended Sunday (11) held to 
$46,000 but naturally down since 





minus Monday night show. Miss 





_ Despite a one-day heavy snow 
storm, “American in Paris” and 
“Detective Story” sock here this 
week and town’s top newcomers, 
“White Corridors” and “Blue Veil” 
also shape big. Such holdovers as 
“Tales of Hoffmann,” “Day Earth 
Stood Still” and “Streetcar Named 
Desire” are still exhibiting real 
stamina. 
Estimates for This Week 


Crest, Downtown, Glendale 
Mayfair, Scarboro, State (Taylor) 
(863; 1,059; 955; 470; 698; 694; 35- 
60)\—“‘Tomorrow Another Day” 
(WB) and: “Disc Jockey” (Mono), 
Light $13,000. Last week, “Two 
of Kind” (Col) and “Criminal Lawe 
yer” (Col), $14,500. 

Eglinton, Shea’s (FP) (1,080; 
2.386; 40-80\—"Detective Story” 
(Par). Big $18,000. Last week, 
“Let’s Make It Legal” (20th), 


$11,500. 
Imperial (FP) (3,373; 50-80)—< 
(Continued on page 18) 
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Myerberg Claims 


Continued from page 3 
studio in upper Manhattan, where 


See Rank’s Davi 
he has worked on the development. 


Studying Decca 
yl He’s moving to a large westside 
e @ ©, | 42d St. plant shortly. In production 
lV ur sit now are several TV commercials 
i for which Myerberg is asking $3,500 


for 20 seconds. 

Decca Records’ acquisition of a} Disclosure of this new interest 
major stock interest in Universal | ese as : — 6 eee 
is said certain to be a subject of |: ss big Aapaid ee - ve on pe 
inquiry by John Davis on his ar- vey many-faceted - his eS 
rival in New York from London the owner of the Mansfielc aae* | 
next Monday (19). Davis is man-| eR ts yA Pgs = Bin 
aging director of the J. Arthur | ne Re B rset Bint 0ay 
Rank Organization, which holds ap- | a po tor ane yg aga an 
proximately 13% of the outstand- egg A nt se Pos . . 
ing shares and warrants of U. a aaa on 

: | plant where he has worked ou 

No further approach has been elt he does much of the in- 
made by Decca to Rank for pur-|tricate lathe and other machine 
chase of his stock, following a re-| work on the universal joint he in- | 
buff several months ago. It is un- | vented, molds his own rubber, su- | 
derstood that no additional offer is 'pervises lighting and photography | 


in the cards for the moment, since | ang everything else connected with | 
Decca went out on the open market | the production. 


to compensate for the Rank shares Associated with Myerberg 








when it failed to make a deal with | Richard Condon, former publicity | yites an aide to bring his wife and 
|chief for Disney and 20th-Fox.| children to the old homestead for 


him. 

G. I. Woodham-Smith, another | More recently he was in charge of | 
top Rank exec, leaves New York on|the campaign for Paramount's 
the Queen Elizabeth today ( Wed.) | “Samson & Delilah.” He'll be gen- 





be accompanied to America’ by | company being set up by Myerberg. | 
Ronald Leach, financial adviser to| Par prez Barney Balaban, pro- | 
the Rank empire. 


tion with the Decca deal. , = a : 
are more or less routine in that |tribute “Aladdin.” Otherwise, Myer- 
they have long been planned and| berg will accept independent 
are made at about this same time | financing and probably release via 
each year. | United Artists. He hopes to be 
Nevertheless, Davis is said nat-|¢ady for Christmas, 1952, 

urally to be curious about the f ag jpn d sage ct — 
change in control of the vast block phew b P dral Col ‘. igh hn . 
of U stock two weeks ago and ready wears A y Mu i 1 prstey rRi al 
to inquire into al! the circum- Ko “0 fs “Sch sec Pe All - 
stances. There is no indication that aa ret ty St i eas “4 
this attitude is anything but one of ca * ba ae - sap a b a a4 
friendly interest, since Rank and iveee seca _— ad 5: Al a 

the Nate J. Blumberg management _> oo re oo she 1 hays on 
group have always worked closely |,,. rere & a . pl =e” 
together. | tion cost, as against the Disney 
In any event, Rank, of course beg — a eg 

9 HANA, 5¢, | ods, rberg claims, is the fi 
would be powerless to prevent or | that ha ene el three to ave min- 
even question the sale by Blum-| utes of film a day. Only two pup- 
Of Tike s10R te Deen, Howeven: | ze tave 10 be made for each char 
: alates »| acter, one about two feet ti r 
since Decca and U are thinking | medium and long shots and ‘ head 
in terms of a merger, which must | about 18 inches high for the elec- 


be approved by two-thirds of the | trically-controlled closeups. 
stockholders. j | 


Davis, reac:ion is 
Profits Pep 


> SSI 
very important. \j— 
Continued from page 5 = 




















Decca’s holdings, consisting of | 
the Blumberg, Spitz and Goetz pur- 
chase, plus the buying on the open | 
market, has given it a total of 304,- 
000 shares and option warrants. 
Rank has 134,900 shares. for the entire year. 


Davis will spend about a week| Although its profit for the full 
in New York and then head for | fiscal year was $1,498,000, down 
Canada, where Rank owns a the-| from $1,981,000 in ’50, Columbia’s 
atre circuit. He'll be in Canada| fourth quarter, ended last June 30, 
a few days and then return to New | was comparatively upbeat. The 13- 
York before going back to London. | week period brought an operating 











chance of showing a small profit 


Entire stay in America will prob- | profit of $1,011,000, compared with 
ably be between two and three | $900,000 in the 
weeks, 


corresponding 
period last year. However, the 
heavier tax bite this year cut the 
profit for the period to $531,000, 
an increase of $5,000 over the same 
frame in ’50. 











Rackmil Says 


Ls Continued from page 3 





basis, RKO Theatres had a net take 
evision and the simultaneous con-| of $502,205 for its third quarter, 
centration on better quality pic-| not much under the total profit 
tures completely separate for the-| for the combined two preceding 
atrical release in addition te a mod-| quarters. Chain’s nine-month profit 
ernized method of selling these | of yy clearly indicates the 
pictures.’ net for the full year will be above 

As Rackmil sees it, spot-booked 1950's $1,195,577. . A ° 
programs on film will provide While 20th-Fox’s operations for 
Hollywood with a tremendous mar- | the first half of this vear yielded 
ket in television, especially as | 4 comparatively offbeat profit of 
more indie stations find themselves | $1:971,000, the third quarter alone 
hard-pressed to get entertainment probably will bring a net of 
material. The Decca prexy feels | $1,300,000, it's expected. : 
that it will not be long before na- ¢ antes Paramount Theatres’ net 
tional sponsors awaken to the folly | © $2,391,000 for the third quarter 
of live telecasting of shows costing otaeienmiiion peslad oS 
Shean evaporage ants nd, MAYe | brought a profit of $2,114,000, ex: 
whereas putting them on film will na te capital gains in both 
afford a profitable return via re- ¥ . ‘ 
issues in a television market that By — for the first nine 
- : ‘ S of this year amounted to 
will be expanding into new audi $9,537,000, including $3,483,000 cap- 
ences for many years to come. ital gains. This compared with $7,- 

Rackmil was on hand to witness | 963,000, including $1,465,000 cap 
the launching of U's first venture | gains, for the nine-month period in 
in vidfilm production, a 13-episode | ’50 


serial titled ‘“‘Bob Nelson, U. S. A.” Reports from the other film com- 


George Bol, assistant to studio| panies covering their earnings for 
manager Edward Muhl, has been | the latter part of this year are now 
appointed liaison between UI and | awaited. 


United World Films, wholly owned 
Daff Sells 2,000 of U. 


U subsidiary, on vidpix production 
Alfred E. Daff, Universal's dis- 


at the studio and is thus supervis- 
ing the preparation of “Nelson.” 
tribution chief, has sold his 2,000 
shares of the company’s common 


Julian Harmon and Morgan Cox 
have started the scripting. 
Rackmil plans to return to the | stock. 
Coast soon for further studio meet- This cuts his holdings to 100 
ings. shares of cumulative preferred. 




















2933{ 


| |normal, paying audiences ‘as con- 
after a three-week visit. Davis will |eral manager of the new production | trasted to the more sophisticated 





Operating on the calendar year | 


'Los Angeles, the United Artists 


‘Son of Man’ All Set 


Private financing has been ob- 
tained to film “The Son of Man,” 
story of the life of Christ, which 


Inside Stuff—Pictures. 


Writing in the 150th anniversary issue of The New York Post Mon- 


will be produced by Edward and|/day (12), Samuel Goldwyn declared that “Despite all the superficial 
William Nassour in association with | faults which it has been considered intellectually fashionable to point 
George J. Schaefer. John Farrow, | to, from time to time, as characteristic of American motion pictures, 
who will receive a percentage, | Hollywood has been the most complete embodiment and the most in- 
wrote the story and script, and 1s | fluential and universal purveyor in this century of the pot-pourri, the 


slated to direct. 


Schaefer, Stanley — 
sales rep, said he was in the deal 


hodge-podge of all the many influences and cross currents that go to 
Kramer's | make up the thing we finally call American democracy.” 
Goldwyn, whose yarn was labeled “Taking the Picture of America,” 


on his own, that the Kramer in- admitted that for many years he had been a critic of Hollywood for 


: i o with the | failing to exercise its maximum potential. 
terests had gp lee that pre- | however, he declared, “from denying to Hollywood the fullest credit for 


enterprise. 


That’s vastly different, 


imi ork had started at the | having led the entire world in providing mass entertainment which 
eas aoe although the cast | arose from and was aimed at the people. 


had not been set. Schaefer said 
there was a possibility that back- 





“Decision Before Dawn,” coming so quickly on the heels of “The 


ground scenes would be shot in Desert Fox,” is proving a source of some embarrassment to 20th-Fox. 


Jerusalem. 


ing deal has yet been made. salen. 














The pic is scheduled | Both pix have Nazis as their heroes, and 20th is not relishing a reputa- 
op ae = istribut- | tion as an apologist for the Hitlerites. 
to be filmed in color. No distribu “Desert Rats,” a story of British success in the North African cam- 


It is planning as an antidote 


There would probably have been no squawk on “Decision” had it not 


4 “9 been for “Fox,” which is the story of Nazi Field Marshal Erwin Rom- 
No ‘Vadis’ Cut mel. 


Continued from page 5 


a wal safety of Basehart. 


Zimbalist discovered in watching 


invited groups) thgt the film was 
being accepted seriously and just 


action. : gl : ze 

“Vadis” is slated for five open- import, “Lavender Hill Mob. 
ings next Tuesday (20) and one 
Nov. 28. Five will be in Pittsburgh, 


However, strong feelings in many quarters about the heroizing 
of Rommel naturally make any pic with a Nazi angle suspect. “De- 
cision’s” hero is Oskar Werner, who plays a German prisoner of war 
“rae fe ‘ wt . ;._| who turns to the American side. He not only helps an American lieu- 
isis one in which Robert Taylor in tenant (Richard Basehart) try to obtain the surrender of a German 
army corps, but at the end heroically sacrifices himself to assure the 





Signal Films, Ltd., mainly a producer of advertising shorts in Britain, 
has turned out a one-reeler in cooperation with the Rolex Watch Co. 
that’s been grooved into theatrical distribution in the U. S. Lensed in 
Technicolor, the briefie is tagged : 
‘duction chief Y. Frank Freeman | as intended. Thus the decision not handled in the western hemisphere 
Presence in New York of this | and eastern studio rep Russell Hol-| to tamper with it. It had been pre- 
bevy of upper-echelon Rank execs | man attended several demonstra- | viously cut considerably after spe- the ages to measure time. 
is understood to have no connec- | tions last week. There's some pos-| cial sneak previews to gauge re- 

Trips | sibility Par will finance and er. | 


‘The Story of Time” and is being 


by Cornell Film Co. 


Of a documentary nature, the film illustrates efforts made through 

Rolex, incidentally, receives no mention in 
the footage with exception of a minor line on the title credits. 
preemed at the Fine Arts Theatre, N. Y., recently along with the British 


Short 





Sounded out on the specific accomplishments of a national conven- 


+ kee ‘ tion, exhib leaders and rank-and-filers this week conceded that while 
Se a ae eae Png such get-togethers in themselves provide theatremen with no imme- 
a6 aeaies will he in twe, houses in diate gains, they do lay the groundwork for benefits in future. 


Allied States prexy Trueman Rembusch and board member Col. H. 


(grind) and Four Star (reserved A. Cole commented that last week’s Allied conclave served to ‘“co- 


seats). 








from distribs. 


Yugoslav Govt. 








; when the agreement was signed. 
partner to receive Eastern Hemi- & g 


sphere rights while Western Hemi- 


ordinate the thinking” of exhibs. Point they made was that the prob- 
lems of theatreowners were brought into sharp focus and Allied top- 
: pers and committees now have a clear-cut job ahead in seeking “relief” 





Film workers who recently negotiated a deal with the major studios 
Continued from page 4 cm—_=e*| for a 10° wage boost will not be able to collect until the contract is 


; ducti ‘en te approved by the Wage Stabilization Board. 
called, previdee tor the euctantal they will draw the increase in a lump sum, retroactive to Oct. 25, 


When that time comes 








sphere territory goes to the Ameri- 
can fim. 

But the Yugoslavs, it’s understood, 
prefer an arrangement whereby 
they could get some dollar return 
inasmuch as the country is woefully | success with foreigns, particularly 
short of that unit of currency. Thus | jf a sexy note can be injected into 
they may ask for a slice of Western|the advertising, since it attracts 
Hemisphere dollar revenue. Native | tourists and passers-by as well as 
industry, incidentally, is controlled | the regular art-film audience. The 
by the government through the/55th is small and too offbeat to 
federal and six republic film enter-| get anything but foreign, while the 
prises. Paris, owned by a French company, 

Recent report on the Yugoslavian | Pathe Cinema, is committed to give 
film industry's status by the U. S.|the nod to French pix whenever 




















Dept. of Commerce states that pro- | feasible. 
duction of features appears to aver- The Little Carnegie, which has 
age about one a year, this in the| heen highly successful at times 
face of “conflicting” information. | with overseas lingo product, is on 
Report also states that the indus-|the prowl for an English-language 
try is “handicapped in producing | ie when it reopens about Dec. 15. 
good pictures by a lack of trained | jt has been closed since the begin- 
ee ag in all categories.” Film | ning of the summer for remodeling 
schools have been opened to over-| under the new ownership of George 
come this deficiency. Although a| schwartz and Jean Goldwurm. who 
“film city” is under construction | 3icso operate the World. ; 
near Belgrade, equipment is meagre New Normandie, which opens on 
and, for the most part, obsolete. 57th St. near the Little Carnegie 
wit | later this month, is definitely com- 
mitted to English-language pix. It 
Abbott-Costello preems with Metro’s “Pandora and 
the Flying Dutchman.” Fine Arts, 
Continued from page 5 another new upper eastside arty, 
which bowed last month, is playing 
out to be less than 10° of the| J. Arthur Rank’s “Lavender Hill 
gross.” Mob,” but will consider lingualers 

A. & C. also expressed shock that | if.top U. S. or British pix aren't 
the shorts were sold in “cheap| available. 
places of entertainment of low Sutton, which has done excep- 
repute—saloons, nickelodeons, slot | tionally well with English-language 
machines, ete.” Through such dis-| pix, naturally is anxious to stick 
tribution, they maintain, they were /|to them. The four eastside Trans- 
slandered to the extent of|Lux houses operated by Harry 
$1,000,000, for the shorts were a/| Brandt have been switching policy, 
“misrepresentation of their act-| but mostly have played British or 
ing abilities.” Hollywood product that for one 

The comedians claim $1,250,000| reason or another has not found 
is due them from sale of the shorts | a Broadway theatre. 
and $1,745,000 is sought from dis-| The Park Ave. has been playing 
tribution of the reissues. For un-| British, but is not committed to 
authorized use of their names the | any definite policy. Bijou, convert- 
duo asks $1,000,000 plus another | ed from a Broadway legiter by City 
$1,000,000 on the grounds that their | Investing some years ago, is now 
future earning capacities have | sewed up by Sir Alexander Korda’s 
been impaired. British films. 

Moreover, A. & C. petitioned the} Lost to films altogether is the 
court to rescind all agreements} former Miami or Avenue Theatre, 
with Universal to enable them to| which played foreign pix in the 
be free to work for themselves.| early postwar years and is now 
They also contend that U’s deal|devoted to audience television- 
with Realart in 1947, in which the|testing. Stanley continues to play 
latter acquired a flock of U prod-| Soviet or Soviet-orbited films al- 
uct for reissue, deprived them of | most exclusively. 
their rights in a number of their Faced with this dearth of outlets, 
own pictures. Comics assertedly|one of the hopes of the foreign 
retain aa participating interest in| producers lies in dual-language 
their pix until seven years after | films, shot in two tongues simulta- 
initial distributjign. neously. Good example is United 





























beatcu 


Foreign Lingo Pix Wane 


Continued from page 7 j= 











seuemtimenieane 


Artists’ “Mr. Peek-A-Boo,” made 
in Paris, in French and English, 
with pretty much the same cast. 
While it proved no great shakes in 
the art houses, it will wind up with 
a far bigger gross than anything 
but the very top French-subtitled 
pix. That’s because the latter can 
play only arties, while ‘Peek- 
A-Boo” is getting a considerable 
volume of dates in standard houses 
that won’t play anything but Holly- 
wood pix ordinarily. 

There are a number of additional 
pix on the “Peek-A-Boo” pattern 
being made by French and Italian 
producers to expand their market 
in the U.S. 


Pickford-Kravetz 


Continued from page 3 


ford and Chaplin in the deal by 
which McNutt took over UA man- 
agement. When this went through, 
Kravetz was named corporate sec- 
retary. 

He now claims that he was, in 
effect, “sold down the river” when 
McNutt ankled the operation and 
Miss Pickford and Chaplin turned 
over management to Krim, Benja- 
min and Fox with the provision 
they are to collect 50% of the stock 
if they bring UA into the black 
during any of the next three years. 
Kravetz’s allegation is that he was 
forced out by the new management 
and that he never resigned as sec- 
retary or member of the board. 


| Saito Winde Gel 
Bibb pary 


a hefty bundle of extra coin which 
otherwise would not be realized. 
Benefit for theatremen, of 
course, is that they’ll have the Mar- 
tin-Lewis offering so much earlier 
than first-run availability and. the 
pic itself is considered especially 
suited for the holiday period. 
However, in many cases the sin- 
gle performance will mean drop- 
ping the film current at theatres 
from the choice time. Other dis- 
tribs who lose out on the New 
Year’s Eve performance of their 
films might question the arrange- 
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6-Day Week Shooting Sked Upset 





Mexico Sees Tourists 


As Biggest Boosters 


Mexico City, Nov. 6. 
Foreign tourist trade particular- 





By ACT Slowdown Policy in Brit. 


London, Nov. 13. 
Production plans which had been 


| e oO 
readied by British and Amerizen Pacting of Nazi as Opera 
“em ies involving a six-day week- ° ° - s— 
Ty shooti Director Stirs Munich 


ly shooting schedule have been 
Munich, Nov. 6. 


upset by the work-to-rule policy in- 
stituted by the Assn. of sige ape 
nicians in protest against the re- | ‘rector Georg Hartmann, who 
SeCtae Gt SES SPR oo Ens wae oumnek toe Munich Opera through 
a .  |the difficult years since 1946, de- 
After . a_ public _word-tossing | parts after this season to head the 
match, Sir Henry L. French, direc- | ctoc¢kholm Opera. Selection of his 
tor-general of the British Film Pro-| successor, Rudolf Hartmann (no 
ducers Assn., admitted at a press| yejation), baffles many observers 
conference Friday (9) that a stale- here. as he was the opera’s director 
mate had developed. Producers 


ly from the U. S., is the Mexican 
government's best investment per 
peso. Besides the publicity, there 
is a $20 payoff for each llc. spent, 
the government’s tourist depart- 
ment reveals in reviewing the year 
ended last June 30. 

Department figured the tourist 
bonanza by the $5,780,000 spent by 
ithe government during the year 
{and the $138,000,000 spent by the 
| visitors. Tourist attracting public- 
| ity is to be further plugged by the 
|radio station the Mexican Tourist 
Assn. is franchised to establish at 
Hermosillo, over the border from 
Arizona. 











‘Twilight’ Moves Into 
West End; Looks Good 


London, Nov. 13. 

Jack Hylton, who snapped up 
“Women of Twilight” at its recent 
Embassy tryout, lost no time in 
switching it to the West End. Re 
sult was that its opening at the 
Vaudeville last Wednesday (7) was 
able to cash in on the full pub- 
licity value of its original presen- 
tation. This is a grim and sordid 


Britain's Austerity Cuts Don't Hit 
U.S. Pix With Dollar-Saving Plan 


London, Nov. 
austerity 


13. 


The first cuts an- 


nounced by the new Conservative 
government, designed to stem the 
drain on Britain's gold and doliar 


reserves, to the relief of the indus 


try, have left the recently concludec 
Anglo-American 
Contrary to fears in political cir 
cles earlier in the week, the state 


film pact intact 


ment in the House of Commons by 


the 
chequer, R. A. Butler, contained ne 


new Chaneellor of the Ex 


dollar-saving proposals for U. §$ 
pictures. 


regarded the union demands as ex- 


ready evidence that the agreement 
was being breached and there were 
indications of further transgres- 
sions on the labor side in its en-|a 
deavor to force the issue. Although 
the unions had refused arbitration, | b 
the BFPA is taking the initiative 
by referring to the tribunal one 
case of alleged breach of agree- 
ment. 


The Ministry of Labor was being 
kept fully informed of all develop- 
ments and it was possible its con- 
ciliation machinery would be 
brought into use if an amicable 
settlement is not reached soon. 


Only one company so far has 
suspended its production program 
as a result of the work-to-rule, but 
other producing units are admitted- 
ly being “extremely inconven- 
ienced” by the union tactics. Out- 
fit which is suspending its plans 
until settlement is reached is Ex- 
clusive Films, the organization 
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during ! é 
palsy-walsy with top Nazi brass, in- 


come back, now that he is out of 
hiding, and the return of his for- 
mer post, as rather too outlandish 


“gemutlichkeit.” 


Munich Octoberfest To 


was the Octoberfest, the beer in- 
dustry’s 
which succeeded in its aim to get 
everybody in town loaded and keep 
them that way during the recent 


nual event here, is remotely tied 


the Hitler regime, was 


famed Bavarian 
Local press is 
ucking the reappointment. 


display of 





New Peak in Drinking 
Beer, Food Consumption 


Munich, Nov. 6. 
The jumpingest show of the year 
Coca-Cola, 


answer to 


5-day run. Octoberfest, an an- 
n with ancient autumn rites. 
Today there is too much holler- 


Government, 
Greg McGirr, with Olive Evatt in 
charge of the cinema end, will see 
that 
current British Quota of 15% next 
year. Understood that the govern- 
ment has been making an 
pendent check of the number of 
cinemas playing British pix and is 
reported shocked 
playing time available to British 
product; hence decision to see that 
the 15% 


better enforced. developing a new motion picture | 


that American-operated loops such 
as Metro’s play little if any British 
pix, and that many exhibs, while 
having the right to reject 25°% 
U. S. fare to play British fail to do 
so despite taking advantage of that | 
25% 


modification of the 
could have 


That 
monetary 


any 
agreemept 


story of unmarried mothers who 
are exploited by the worst type of 


. 
travagant; and the technicians, for | (jyding Hitler, and was himself Ma Enforce Brit. landlady. only been negotiated by an agree- 
their part, had not only rejected | active in the Nazi Party’s upper It is told with convincing realism | ment with the American industry 
the 6c an hour offer, but were ada-| hierarchy. Following collapse of and represents a commendable first | Was recognized in government de- 
mant against referring the dispute |the Third Reich, he skipped to ° e effort by playwright Sylvia Rayman. | partments. The pact, which was 
to arbitration. Zurich. uota i ussie T..e all-femme cast, retained from | inked only last month, clearly stip. 
Sir Henry asserted there was al- Many quarters. consider his wel- the Embassy production, do a/ ulates that it is on a two-year basis 


sterling job with Rene Ray, Bar-| with either side reserving the right 


Sydney, Nov. 6. bara Couper, Vida Hope and_ to request a review at the end of 
Forecast by Aussie industry top-| Miriam Karlin collecting top the first year. 
pers is that the New South Wales | honors. However, there is a possibility 


headed by 





exhibitors comply with the 





inde- 


by the screen 


British screen quota is 


Government officials were told 











of 


rejection. 


ing around for folks to worry about 











which has a co-production deal with 
Lippert Pictures of Hollywood. 

Sir Henry stated at the press con- 
fab that the union’s policy undoubt- 
edly was “very bad for British pro- 
duction.” 


Overseating, High Cost 
Of Admissions Sloughs 





Austria’s Picture Biz 


Vienna, Nov. 6. 

Stagnat.on in the film biz here, 
which is starring producers, distrib- 
utors and exhibitors to action, has 
forced 13 theatres to shutter. Hol- 
Ivwood pix are less affected than 
other product. 

Industry observers, claim that a 
surplus of film theatres is the main 


cause of the current decline along 
with the increase in admissioa 
prices. Auctria has 1,038 houses 
(219 in Vienna) or about 6,665 in- 
habitants per theatre. 

Licenses here for new theatres 
are granted to ‘city-owned KIBA 
regardless of necessity but strictly 
via politica! backing. 


DUNHAM OFFSETS BAD 
PARIS PREEM; SRO NOW 


Paris, Nov. 6. 

Katherine Dunham had an un- 
happy openmy night at the Theatre 
des Chainps Elysees last week be- 
fore tie most distinguished audi- 
ence of the season, including roy- | 







































laying curtain 45 minutes. The next 
day: the cri‘ics had their say, and 
the generai impression was that 
Dunham was on the skids. 
Witiiin a few days the original 
program had been torn to pieces 
and thoroughly revamped. 
now, despite the bad notices, the 
2,000 seats of the theatre are filled 
nightly, and it looks as though the 
three-month engagement will go 
througi: with flying colors. 


Hollywcod, Nev. 13. 

New Japanese regulations will 
restrict American producers to the 
showing of 159 pictures a year, ac- 
cording to George Breakston, who 
recently returned from Tokyo, 
where he co-produced “Geisha 
Girl” wit Ray Stahl. 

Of the 150 American pictures. 
80°, or 120 films, will be allocated 





rest to the indies.- °° - 





alty, -—pubiie otficiais, writers and} 
stage and sescen shace, Just before | the first keg, the mugs were filled 


curtain time something went wrong | 
with the electrical installation, de- | 


And | 


to the major companies and the 


the fields, and the brewers recent- 
ly have turned the festival into a 
;tremendous promotion for their 
| product, brewing special beer avail- 
| able only during this 15-day period. 
It’s 18% dynamite served in over- | 
sized steins. Over 3,000,000 beers | 
were served in the gigantic beer 
halls erected by the seven major | 
breweries. Each one tries to top | 
the other with brassy bands, fatter | 
sausages (over 2,000,000 devourca) | 
and more earsplitting bediam. Top | 
honors this year may go to Lowen- 
brau with its 20-foot animated lion, 
atop its beerhall, which holds a 
foaming stein of suds, drinks, licks 
its chops, smiles, and with a loud 
voice roars, ‘“Lowenbrau.” 

During Octoberfest beer is king. 
To get the picture, imagine all the 
big N. Y. Third avenue saloons as- 
sembled in an area the size of 
Times Square. Bring in a midway 
show, roast a few hundred oxen, 
300.000 capons, 2,000,000 wurstels 
and thousands of assorted fish. 
Then add 50 bands and watch 1,- 
000,000 people pretend it’s New 
Year’s pve for 15 days, and you 
may get the idea. 

Other show biz in Munich suf- 
fers and film theatre attendance 
drops to almost nothing as the en- 
tire town blows its lid. 

Show got off to a start with a 
three and a half hour parade in 
which natives from every village in 
Germany and some foreign lands 
paraded in native garb. One Ba- 
varian village showed up as the 
cast of the opera “Siegfried.” Cos- 
tumers would have been green with 
envy. .Then Rurgomeister tapped 














and the show was on. 


Ventura Due Soon in N.Y. 
For TV Pic Huddles 


Paris, Nov. 6. 

Ray Ventura is due in New York 
Nov. 23 for meetings with U. S. TV 
executives on scripts and casting 
for his two new television film 
series now being produced in 
Paris. While there he will also 
cast his new feature picture sched- 
uled to begin shooting early in 1952 
—Ibsen’s “The Doll's House,” 
which will star Daniele Delorme. A 
U. S. director and co-star will also 
be signed. 
Ventura brings. to New York 
with him the first rough cut of 
“Monte Carlo Baby,” directed by 
Lester Fuller and starring Michele 
Farmer, Jules Munshin, Audrey 
Hepburn and Russell Collins. Ed- 
iting and some music dubbing will 
be done in New York, although the 
English sound track was virtually 





dates is the fact that there is a 
big backlog of British pix still | 
awaiting release here. Some have 


Back of the yelp to get more 


been in the cans for three vears. 
British distribs want to see their 
fare uncanned and earning rentals. 

Major circuits of the calibre of 
Hoyts and Greater Union Theatres 
play British in many of their 
houses. 

Film biz insiders aver that there 
will be a generai tigntening up uo 
cinema control via governmenial 
crackdown because of a_ court 
action by the Aussie Exhibitors | 


Asem, against Clive Beast to toes BRIT. CIA Mat FULTS 
U.S. POLICY IN JAPAN 


shows here. 
London, Nov. 13. | 


Italo-German Color Film Decision of the Motion Picture | 


Rome; Nov. 6. to withdraw from 


Premier | that the government will take up 
. | its option next summer and seek a 
Electrenic-Type Camera revision of some financial clauses 
. . |in the pact, unless the new strin- 
For Picture Production gent austerity policy leads to a sub- 
| stantial upward trend in dollar and 
Backed by Rank Money ¢0!4 batances. 
Caden ther | One thing is certain, however. 
With the financial backing from | "4 that is that the new Conserva- 
the J. Arthur Rank Organization, | uY°, cabinet will not i}. peat the 
Sir Alexander Korda and Pye Ra-|, ocialist blunder of 1947 by at- 
dio, High Definition Films Ltd.. is tempting to re-introduce the notori- 
; >“ | ous ad valorem duty which led to 
camera based on the electronic a wholesale boycott by Hollywood 
principle which is almed at speed- |of the British market. Motion pic- 
ing production to a minimum of tures are regarded as a vital import 
10-minutes screen time a day. Be-| @"4 it is significant to note that 
hind the new venture is eee while cuts have been made in food 
Collins, former chief of British | imports, the supply of motion pee 
Television. He explained that , | tures is to continue without re- 
prototype had been completed and | St™!ction. 
a test film would be made next} 
year. If that was successful, the | 
camera would go into production | 
immediately and would be avail- 
able for film lensing by 1953. 
Object of the new camera is to| 
enable the director to see the com- | 
pleted picture during actual shoot- ! 
ing. It is claimed that the camera | 
perfects wipes, dissolves, superiin- | 
positions, etc., and would eliminate | 
a considerable amount of editing. | 
Collins claimed the camera couid 
easily be adapted for color lensing. | 








“The Colored Dreams” Italo- 
German co-production, has started 
shooting in Palermo, with Geza 
von Schiffra as director. While the 
use of color film is not extensive 
in Italy, “Dreams” will be done 
entirely in Geva Color, a German 
tint process. 

All exteriors will be done in 
Italy, with the studio work inter- 
iors to be done in film studios in 
Berlin. 


— London Shows 


(Figures show weeks of run) 
London, Nov. 13. 
“And So te Bed,” New (4). 
“Riewest Thief,” Duchess (13). 
“Blue for Boy,” Majesty's (50). 
“Concy-Fres,” -Pr, Wales-(27}.— 
“Figure of Fun,” Aldwych (4). 
“Folies Bergere,” Hipp. (36). 
“Gay’s the Word,” Saville (39). 
“Hollow,” Ambassadors (24). 
“Intimate Relations,” Str’d (16). 
“Kiss Me, Kate,’”’ Coliseum (36). 
“Knight’s Madn’s,” Vic. Pal. (87). 
“Latin Quarter,” Casino (36). 
“Little Hut,” Lyric (58). 
“London Melody,” Empress (24). 
“Love 4 Colonels,” W’ndh'm (26). 
“Lyric Revue,” Gicbe (7). 
“Othello,” St. James’s (3). 
“Othello,” Old Vic. (2). 
“Penny Plain,” St. Mart. (20). 
“Priest in Family,” W’'tim’ns’r (6). 
“Rainbow Square,” Stoll (8). 
“Reluctant Heroes,” Wt’th (71). 
“Seagulls Sorrento,” Apollo (75). 
“South Pacific,” Drury (2). 
“This Was Odd,” Criterion (6). 
“To Dorothy, a Son,” Gar’i’k (51). 
“Waggonload M’nk’ys,.” Sav. (5). 
“Waters of Moon,” H’ym’kt (50). 








Export Assn, 


Japan and leave picture distribu- 
tion to individual companies may 
be followed by British film inter- 
ests. Hitherto, British production 
has been represented in that terri- 
torv by the British Commonwealth 
Film Corp. 

At a meeting of the British Film 
Producers Assn. last Wednesday 
(7), a discussion on activities of the 
corporation was adjourned untii 
next month. In the interim period, 
views of British companies will be 


Bacon Vs. Films Up Again 


The bacon-versus-Bogart theme, 
which became popular during the 
depressed period of 1948-49, was 
revived in the House of Commons 
last Friday (9) by Maurice Webb, 
former Minister of Food, speaking 
in the debate on the King’s speech 
which outlined the economy meas- 
ures proposed by the new govern- 
ment. 

“Lam not at all sure,” said Webb, 


| “that the Cnancellor nas dune right 


to make food the first and most 
stringent of his cuts. I would have 
preferred to have seen cuts in to- 
bacco and petrol, on the import of 
foreign wines and spirits, and some 
cuts in the import of films before 
food.” 


Grovas Blames Decline 
In Mex Film Trade On 
Narrow Mkt., Bad Pix 


Mexico City, Nov. 6. 

Film depression is three years 
old and has become international 
in nature, according to Juan Perez 
Grovas, manager of the National 
Cinematographic Chamber. He ex- 
plained that the international as- 
pect is serious for Mexican product 








ascertained to determine whethet 
product should be distributed by 
individual companies or whether to 
continue the BCFC. 


Aussie Legiter Chief 
Fights Copyright Abuse 


sydney, Nov. 6. 
Harald Buwden, geneval manager 
for J. C. Williamson, rnajor legit 
operators in this territory, has is- 
sued an edict stating that the copy- 
right of the Gitbert and Sullivan 
operas still has about 10 years to 
run in this zone. He warned that 





daction plans. 


light being first obtained. 


bi 


strawhat and other amateur units | 
can’t stage the G-S fare without | 
payment of the usual royalty terms | 
plus sanction to go ahead with pro- 


Bowden said that prosecutions | 
will follow the dating of Gilbert- | 
Sullivan operas without a green- 


Reported that quite a few straw- 


since few of Mexico’s pix get dates 
| abroad. Grovas cited that, while 
numerous Argentine productions 
are exhibited in this country, only 
| four or five Mexican films yearly 
are used by Argentianian cinemas. 


}uct mainly for the present plight 
ot the Mexican film trade and as- 
serted that a really top film need 
never fear competition anywhere. 


Mexicans have about lost inter- 
est in average native-made pix 
though they continue to go for 
quality films, in the opinion of 
| Mario A. Zacarias, manager of Pro- 
ducciones Zacarias, important pro- 
ducers. Revealing that Mexican 
films have practically lost a note- 
worthy sector of patronage, the 
; middle class, Zacarias said produc- 








'ers face the tough problem of mak- 
| ing pix that are arty and at the 
same time boxoffice champs. 


‘Ice’ Scene in Italo Pic 


Rome, Nov. 6. 
Italian producers. EDIC, reveal 





Perez Grevas blamed nosr -nred-—. 


hat and Little Theatre groups in! 

this area stage both U. S. #nd!| American ice show, “Holiday on 

British plays minus royaliy pay- | Ice,” will be used in its film, “Ap- 

ments. There has been talk for pointment with Silvana,” Silvana 
OPENING THIS WEEK some time. here that the authors Pampanini starrer. 

“Angelica,” New L’dsey, Nov. 13.|°f plays aired minus permission, “Holiday” company played here 

“Heloise,” D’ke of Y’rk’s, Nov. 15. | Will ask for an accounting through during the summer season to cas 


“White Sheep Famiiy,” Pic. (5). that a comic sequence from the 


“Wife’s Lodger,” Comedy (17). 
“Winter’s Tale,” Phoenix (20). 
“Zip Goes Million,” Palace (4). 











teompleted eafty titis week’ in Paris. 


CLOSED LAST WEEK American or British consu‘ar of- | pacity crows. Natives of Italy rare- 
“Women of Twilicht.” Vaude (1). ficials, 5 jl’ see ice skating. 
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Add a virile man-sized portion 


Take a generous helping 
of DALE ROBERTSON. 


of MITZI GAYNOR. (You 
can't have too much!) 


NINA 


Spice with JAMES BARTON 


Blend in DENNIS DAY for 
for lightness and tang. 


lilting lyrical flavor. 
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Sift together with 
selected YOUNG STARS 
for effervescence 
and sparkle. 


Cut 


GRO Oe PEDAL POR AD REED 


Mix all ingredients thoroughly with taste 
and discretion and let it heart-warm for Q) 
90 minutes on a screen of glowing Colorec...ceeese « oie Mel, Vinmcum 


















SENN TENN GG RONAN 
Cy A Rare and Entertaining 
VAY e and Enterta 


Send your order in RIGHT NOW 
to 20th Century-Fox, sole purveyor 
of this delectable divertisement. Serve 


hot to your theatre guests for Thanksgiving. = 


THERE'S NO BUSINESS LIKE 20th CENTURY-FOX BUSINESS! 
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Am t Stock Quotati 
is 
usement Stock Quotatio Film Global War 
For the Week ending Tuesday (13) Continued from page 1 
. Weekly Weekly Weekly Tues. Net alee en goo ideo has not been 
Vol.in High Low Close Change nl 
100s for week IFP’s Attack on Taxes 
N. Y. Stock Exchange IFP’s attack on taxes will be dis- 
ABO ccaccssdierscssesce. | 1114 1034 11%% + 1% |cussed during the current visit to 
CBE, “A. cccccccessosess WS 2838 2614 2816 +1 the U. S. of Renato Gualino, of Lux 
CEE, “HW ccvsrccssccscscen & 2814 2614 2714 + %4 Films, Italy, who is prez of the 
i ekg Me 1354 1234 1314 pe international organization. He'll 
Teen oc ecseasevessascss OF 9% 91% 954 — % _ | huddle on plans with John G. Mc- 
Loew’s éeeee0enseunces Lae 185% 18 1838 + 1% Carthy, director of the MPAA’s 
Paramount ..cccccccceess 80 2714 26 26 —13g | international division. 
om ll a 22 205% 2134 + 5% IFP’s campaign will be aimed at 
RKO Pictures....cccccese 65 414 4 414 pointing out to governments. of 
RKO Theatres........... 179 45% 414 434 —" various nations that while most of 
PEE cavecestivacann Oe 47% 434 47% the film industries of the world are |- 
Rep., pfd....cceccsceeeee 5 10% 10% £1033 —% |broke, they are being heavily 
MRR CORE oe cecucc aan) 2134 21% 2114 + 1g taxed. Actually, it is said, they are 
Un. Pat, TR cccscccecesee & 21% 21 21 — 33 merely being used as “tax collec- 
CG 04405 mmmea: a. ae | 6c. a tors,” since most nations subsidize 
Tl. Micisresecssccnens, 22 OS 6 "6134 their industries. In other words, 
Warner Brog....... ee 14% 1314 14 + 14 the governments merely create 
- added problems for films without 
N. Y. Curb Exchange getting any actual net income out 
MonOgralt .6:..c ese. ins ae 4 378 378 of the levies imposed. 
TOCUMIOTNRD 6 oisc cc csasens 14 2318 2238 23 + 5% Resin will probably be the 
- thir roblem attacked, since that 
Over-the-Counter Securities Bid Ask also is charged ered harming 
Cinecolor ..... vepun<eseis icthiesesessene Se 334 equally the films of all nations. 
ES on cadena seeees oecbnebeescbindecces OMS 334 — 1% Type of problems with which IFP 
RIAs. PRGA OR cccicnscueeeeaesbcvecseecac ‘OOS 758 is to deal must be carefully selected | 
Walt Disney ...... isl CR Seep ehdicwcs is 814 918 —% |for having the greatest common 
(Quotations furnished by Dreyfus & Co.) denominator of universality, inas- 
much as the individual industries 




















theatres across the country this 
month, in addition to the current 
Capitol and Astor, N. Y., runs. Pur- 
pose of these is to determine the 
best policy in corresponding cities, 
such as on continuous run, two-a- 
day or continuous in mornings and 
afternoons with seats reserved in 
the evenings. 

Following these, shortly aftér 
Jan. 1, “‘Vadis” will be made avail- 
able to other exhibs on the bid- 
ding or “offer” basis. 

Rodgers stated that the mam- 
moth cost of ‘Vadis’’—$7,000,000 
for the negative plus cost of prints, 
advertising and other charges, he 
said—rendered top rental terms 
an economic must. Citing the pro- 
duction outlay, he declared: “It is 
clear to all who understand our 
business that with the customary 
methods of distribution, and at 
regular admission prices, there 
could not be a chance for us to 
recoup our investment, much less 
to earn a profit or produce an ap- 
propriate profit tor the exhibitors. 

“Inasmuch as no picture has ever 
developed the large revenue at 
regular prices which it would be 
necessary to achieve in order to 
pay for such a production, we can- 
not reasonably expect that under 


the present market condition we 
could do so now.” 


Won't Fix Admish Prices 

Rodgers repeatedly emphasized 
that M-G wii) take no part in fix- 
ing or determining the admission 
scales, He reminded that the com- 
pany is enjoined from doing such 
and asked that exhibs step forward 
with complaints to him in any case 
where the upped scales are not 
voluntary. 
P The sales topper further stated: 
Sole purpose in asking for ad- 
mission prices which the exhibitor 
intends to charge is to enable us 
to evaluate the offers received and 
thus award the picture on_ the 


~Dasis of the best bid. Any offer | 


Which contains a participation in 
the gross receipts requires an es- 
timate of such receipts for proper 
appraisal. This estimate, of course, 
necessitates a knowledge of the ad- 
Mission prices prevailing during 
the engagement. The failure to in- 
clude proposed admission prices in 
an offer will not disqualify the bid, 
but their inclusiov «‘ll enable us 
better to evaluate t'.2 bids.” 


While encouraging the advanced 
Prices, Rodgers commented that 
exhibs know best the extent of 
boost in scales which best would 
be suitable in their areas. The 
s-.40 top, as in N. Y., might 
be too steep in Harrisburg, he 
thought, 

Problems relating to mapping a 
Policy, Rodgers related, were 
Plenty tough to solve. He said he 
‘sures “Vadis” must at least equal 
the returns brought by “Gone 
With the Wind” in order for the 
company to come out on top finan- 
cially. “GWTW,” he eecalled, drew 
$13,500,000 in its first time around 
. distribution coin. Rodgers said 
qe vleves M-G has hit upon a fair 
eal for both the company and ex- 


Sell. ‘Vadis’ 


Continued from page 








|of the various member countries 


slated for Cannes in the spring. 
| Two sessions a year are held, one 
| at Cannes, the other at the Venice 
hibs and called for the latter's | fete. 


_ 
slow process, “probably requiring | Soviet Sending Big Pic 
Group to Bombay Fete 
As Propaganda Tool 


two years on the initial first-run 
release. Arrangements for subse- 
quent runs will be determined fol- 
lowing the first engagements in 

Apparently picking spots where 

it believes it can get greatest prop- 

aganda value, the Soviet Union is 

sending the largest delegation of 


each territory. 
film producers and technicians to 


Bobby Blake Demands 
the international film festival 











aecieeiiansiats 











Rep Halt TV Release 


Of Red Ryder’ Pix slated to open in Bombay, India, | 


Jan. 24, according to a report from 
Los Angeles, Nov. 13. New Delhi. Importance placed by 
Bobby Blake, who played Little the USSR in the event is indicated 
Beaver in the “Red Ryder” series, | by the announcement that the Red 
is the third actor seeking to pre-|‘¢legation will be led by the 
vent Republic from selling his old | S°viet Minister of Films. 
pictures to television. Action fol- According to the report, almost 
lows that of Roy Rogers and Gene | all the 42 countries invited have 
Autry. agreed to take part. These include 
Law firm of Arkin & Weissman, |the U. S., 
representing Blake, who is now 18, | Communist 
served the studio with a demand | Italy. 
to cease video rental or sale of|_ Fesuvai, 





the United Kingdom, 
China, France and 


‘4 adninite , 
Ol pailizea joinuy by 


the films. in which he played the Indian film producers and the Gov- | Close to 50 exhibs are expected to | 


is slated to last five} 


redskin moppet. He made 28 of ; ermment, 
them, starting in 1944, weeks, during which pix will be 


shown in many state capitals. 














| 








Faces ‘Babies’ Rap 


Birmingham, Nov. 13. 


Rights to ‘Cyrano’ aintuan aie Ok aaa 

rac,” Stanley Kramer has acquired best film and the best Asian film. 
Under the original deal, Kramer 

the picture elsewhere was limited | ee ee, ae 

be wr of the ABC network with United 

ings, scheduled for Feb. 15. 

Dee, who had been No. 2 man in! on the basis of the FCC's conten- 
Spiegel has moved over to Paris 

Aliso, Ted Smith, McCarthy's aide | W. W. Edwards, who operates the 

tances and taxes, He'll be away there in Brighton. When the 


Sixty feature films and an equal 
. f film censors and an organizer 
Hollywood, Nov. 13 2 
’ ‘ he Be . Hi 
To protect his investment in the A ge nape ig tg Pons es 
worldwide rights to the Edmond | 
ostand story until the copyright ; 
FCC Sets Nov. 21 Meet 
held rights, outside of England and On ABC-UPT Hearings 
the U.S., for only 10 years, mean- 
: issi has set a conference Nov. 
to that period. Now he has world | an vy] ij ticipate i 
distribution rights for the next 29 | 21 of ail who will participate in 
— [Paramount Theatres. Purpose of 
MPAA U /. d it! the meet is to boil down the testi- 
Continued fro “Pre-hearing meet was called at 
: >" the request of the DuMont net- 
Paris, has been shifted to Italy.' tion that it is controlled by Para- 
M. A. J. Healy has been switched | mount. Attorneys of both ABC 
from Frankfurt, and Fayette W. 
Allport has gone froni London to 
at headquarters in New York, has new Avon-Art Theatre and others, 
been dispatched to Jakarta to deal | faces charges of “showing an un- 
about four weeks, | Brighton Council told Edwards he 
Choice of a Paris rep to succeed | couldn’t show “Pinky” since “60% 


Kramer Gets World number of documentaries are set 
film version of “Cyrano de Berge- that awards will be made for the 
expires in 1980, 
ing that his exclusive showing of en. ee I 
years, . hearings on the proposed merger 
mony for presentation at the hear- 
negotiations. Thus, Eugene Van | work, a party in the proceedings 
from the Far East to Spain. Mare | and UPT are expected to attend. 
Brussels. 
with problems of Indonesian remit- | suitable film” at his Fox Theatre 
Gerald Mayer has been a problem | of our population is colored,” Ed- 





since last spring because of the pe-| wards substituted “Test Tube 
culiar requirements -of the post. | Babies.” se 
The rep must be a diplomat, nego-| Red-faced Brighton officials | 


| 


tiator and able to hold his own had no ordinance on the books 
socially in the European fashion.|to stop Edwards from show- 
He must also be able to achieve |ing “Babies,” but they arrested 
and maintain the approval and co- | Edwards and manager Tommy Wil- 
operation of the European reps of | liams, releasing them on $300 
the major companies, who in a|bonds. Edwards had earlier been 
sense direct his activities. warned against showing “Babies.” 





o e ;may have diverse interests. | 
Via Bid Next IFP general meeting is 
5 


RKO Used W. A. Steffes’ Influence 





Throws ’Em for a Loop 


Chicago, Nov. 13. 

George Jessel’s three 20th- 
Fox pix simultaneously in the 
Loop next Wednesday (21) Is 
something of a record. 

Films are “Golden Girl” at 
the Oriental, “Anne of the In- 
des” at the Woods, and “Meet 
Me After the Show” at the 
Chicago. 


14 States to Be 
Repped at Meet 
Of TOA in N.Y. 


Members from 14 eastern and 
New England states will sit in at 
Theatre Owners of America’s first 
regional meeting in N. Y. Friday 
| (16), designed to give further air- 
ing to trade problems and coordin- 

















| ate the thinking and efforts of field 
| men and the TOA national leaders. 
| Agenda will be mapped by a 
committee headed by circuit opera- 
tor S. H. Fabian in N. Y. tomorrow 
(Thurs.). It’s expected to cover a 
wide assortment of subjects, from 
proposals for an industry arbitra- 
tion system to the work of the 
Council of Motion Picture Organi- 
zations, 

However, regardless of the spe- 
| cific program outlined, the regional 
isession will be ‘flexible’ in that 
{any member will be permitted to 
| introduce and suggest action on any 
trade matter. Meet probabiy will 
| set the pattern for other such field 
|conclaves across the country to be 
| staged by the national TOA. 
Theatre org in the past has lim- 
| ited itself to one national conven- 
ition, with the field affiliates con- 
| ducting independent meetings on 
itheir own. Plan for the regionals 
|is in line with the newly stressed 
| policy of bringing matters of con- 
cern to the field men directly to 
the attention of the TOA natic ual 
chieftains. 

Prexy Mitchell Wolfson, exec di- 
rector Gael Sullivan, general coun- 
sel Herman Levy and Fabian wiil 
i partteiy ote at Fridav’s confab 





attend. 





Gen’! Foods Nixes Tieup 
Between Col Picts, DuMont 
On ‘Cant. Video’ Pic Cliffer 


Plans for promotion and exploit- 
ation tie-up between Columbia Pic- 
tures and the DuMont Television 
Network, based on recent conver- 
sion of the web’s “Captain Video” 
to a 15-stanza film cliffhanger, were 
diluted considerably when show's 
sponsor thumbed down the project. 

Reason advanced by Generali 
Foods, the sponsor, for not taking 
part in tieup was that leads in the 
tele show and film were portrayed 
by differenti actors. 
the video hero and Judd Holdren 


is the Slr stalwart, 








GE turn.dewn 
forced Columbia to cancel plans 
for its world preem, with attendant 
hoopla, at Battle Creek, Mich., 
home of Post Cereals division of 
GF. 

Network and pic company, how- 
ever, wil! reportedly tiein on a lo- 
cal basis. DuMont will advise af- 
filiates carrying “Video” of promo- 
tional possibility with theatres 
while Columbia will tell theatre 
managers, via its pressbook, of 
joint stunts that could be arranged. 


‘Fox’ B.O. Unalfocted: 





No tangible effect on the b.o. 
| take was caused by “mass picket- 
|ing’ in front of the Globe Thea- 
tre, N. Y., Sunday ‘21) by a group 





calling itself Veterans oi Peace. | 


| Demonstration protested showing 
| of 20th-Fox’s “The Desert Fox.” 

Globe manager Harry Gold esti- 
mated that no more than six 
pickets appeare! to protest the 
film, which deals with Nazi Mar- 
shal Rommel. Sign-carriers vaced 
the sidewalk for about 20 minutes 
before melting away in a 3catter- 
ing of curious onlookers. 





Al Hodge is} 


By N.Y. ‘Peace’ Pickets | 





To Sell ‘Snow White, Mpls. Ct. Hears 


Minneapolis, Nov. 13. 

| A Minneapolis branch manager 
/ used the supposed influence of the 
late W. A. Steffes, whom he re- 
ferred to in his communication to 
the homeoffice as “their (inde- 
pendent exhibitors here) great 
leader,’ as a means of getting ap- 
proval for a “Snow White” con- 
tract. 

This was alleged via an exhibit 
introduced in the federal court 
trial of the $500,000 damage suit 
of S. G. and Martin Lebedoff's 
| Homewood, neighborhood theatre, 
against six major distributors and 
the Minnesota Amus. Co. (United 
Paramount Theatres). The suit al- 
leges a conspiracy in violation of 
the antitrust laws to fix runs and 
admission prices and claims the 
damage resulted because the first- 
run in its area was taken away 
from the Homewood and given to 
the Paradise, and because of clear- 
ance discrimination against the 
Homewood in favor of Paramount 
theatres. 

Goldhammer Wire 


L. E. Goldhammer, now a Mono- 
gram executive, was the RKO 
branch manager at the time of the 
“Snow White” occurrence. His tel- 
egram, a copy of which was intro- 
duced by Lee Loevenger, counsel 
for the plaintiff, as an exhibit, in- 
dicated that Goldhammer was hav- 
ing considerable troyble in selling 
the local independent exhibitors. 
Urging acceptance of the Paradise 
deal, Goldhammer in his telegram 
said, in part that the effect would 
be “to open up the balance of 
Minneapolis runs.” Wire added: 
“Positive that with Steffes, who is 
their great leader in Minneapolis, 
playing the picture at our terms, 
will be able to sell balance of city 
within two weeks.” 

Steffes; president of the local in- 
dependent exhibitors’ organization, 
was continuously attacking film 
companies and was a troublesome 
foe when the first-run in its neigh- 
borhood area was taken away from 
the Lebedoffs’ Homewood and giv- 
en to Steffes’ Paradise. 

Witnesses in the trial thus far 
have included branch managers of 
Metro, Warners, Universal, RKO 
and 20th-Fox, five of the six distrib- 
utor defendants (the other is Para- 
mount); several independent exhib- 
itors, and Harry B. French and 
John Branton, MAC executives. 

Conflicting Testimony 


There has been conflicting testi- 
mony as to whether Stefies paid 
inore for first-runs than the Lebe- 
doffs, whether the Perarnount cir- 
cuit and Paradise runs on the same 
| basis had been offered to other in- 
| dependents, and wuether the Lebe- 
doffs had been given a chance to 
| retain the run that was taken away 
from them and given to Steffes. 
Ted Mann, an independent exhibi- 
tor, testified that, physically, the 
Homewood was a superior theatre 
to the Paradise. Ben Friedman, 
another independent, denied the 
testimony of a branch manager that 
he, too, had been offered the same 
run as that of the Paradise and 
MAC theatres of similar ciassifica- 
tion enjoyed for his suburban 
Edina. Martin Lebedoff also took 
the witness stand te refute testi- 
mony that the Homewood had a 
; Chance to retain its first-run. 

Bennie Herger, long an _ inde- 
pendent exhibitor leader and a 
business associate of Steffes in sev- 
eral theatre enterprises, admitted 
on the witness stand that Steffes 
“might have influenced exchanges 
to grant the Paradise the 49-day 
run (first-run in its section of the 
city) because of his position as an 
exhibitor leader.” 

















Film Bibliography 
Lists 50,000 Films 


Washington, Nov. 13. 

Copyright Office of Library of 
Congress is making available a 
bibliography of motion pictures 
from 1912 to 1939. Tome lists 
50,000 films and names individuals 
associated with film as copyright 
claimart, author, sponser, produ- 
cing, releasing and distributing 
agerts. Cross-reference and_ in- 
dexed, 1,250-page catalog Jists film 
titles together with daies. Biblio- 
fraphy also includes foreign films 
registered with Copyright Office 
and early non-theatrical pix. 

Book costs $18 and can be ob- 
tained from Register of Copyrights, 
| Library of Congress, Washington. 
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man in the rating tallies, reversed 
the trend and climbed from $25,000 
to $30,000. ‘ 

Adding to TV’s mounting stature 
as an ad medium is the fact that 
NBC-TV, the web with the largest 
annual billings in both time and 
program revenue, is now the big- 
gest single advertising medium in 
the country. More money is spent 
by advertisers on NBC video than 
they spend on any single radio net- 
work, newspaper or magazine. 
Bankrollers now spend approxi- 
mately $126,223,500 per year on 
NBC for time and programs. On 
Life magazine, acknowledged as the 
mag with the most ad revenue, 
they now spend about $94,188,300 
yearly for space and production 
costs. 





TV vs. Pix Costs 

TV, of course, still falls far short 
of Hollywood in the total spent 
yearly on production of shows for 
the mass audience. Latest compi- 
lation of weekly network TV pro- 
gram costs by VARIETY reveals $2,- 
416,685 spent by advertisers on the 
four webs each week. By compari- 
son, Metro production veepee Dore 
Schary estimated to VARIETY last 
week that some $6,000,000 is spent 
weekly on film production in Hol- 
lywood. 

On a yearly basis, giving TV a 
40-week season (which eliminates 
summertime expenditures), about 
$96,667,400 is spent on TV pro- 
grams. Film industry, working on 
a 50-week year, spends about $300,- 
000,006 for production. (Figures 
do not include the amount spent 
by advertisers for time costs in 
video, nor what it costs the film 
companies to distribute their prod- 
uct to theatres across the country.) 

Illustrating how TV has zoomed 
as an ad medium diring tiie last 
18 months, VARIETY’s four-network 
program cost estimate in April, 
1950, showed a toiai of $623,600. 
One year ago it was estimated that 
advertisers spent $1,698,375 on pro- 
grams, while the latest compilation 
(published this week in the Tele- 
vision section) shows the $2,416,685 
figure. NBC leads the field with 
total program billings of $984,000 
per week, while CBS is not far 
behind with $837,000 in billings. 
ABC and DuMont follow in that 
order. (Estimates do not include 
time charges.) 

Revelation that NBC is the larg- 
est single ad medium was made by 
adding the web’s estimated pro- 
gram billings yearly to its pra- 
jected time billings, derived from 
the recently-published nine-month 
figures of Publishers {Information 
Bureau. Total time and talent ex- 
penditures for nine months on 
NBC approximate $94,667,000; If 
the web continues at the same rate 
for the duration of the year, it will 
show $126,223,500 in total billings. 
Life mag’s ad volume, on the other 
hand. was $70,641,269 for nine 
months (according to PIB, and Mc- 
Cann-Erickson estimates on pro- 
duction costs), which prejected to 
a full 12 months, would total $94.,- 
188,300. NBC estimate does not 
include commercial costs, nor such 
special events shows as football, 











TV's $96,000,000 Talent Bill | 








the World Series, etc. 
New Shows Under 10G 

New radio shows are all in the! 
under-$10,900 bracket. Most costly 
of the reeent netwerk S34 tt one, 
were Mario Lanza, ticketed at $8,- 
500, Dean Martin-Jerry Lewis, ; 
budgeted at $6,000, and Eddie Car- | 
tor’s one-man series, brought in for 
$5,000. Most ’51-’52 additions, how- 
ever, were even more modestly pro- 
duced. 

Notable is the firmness shown by 
participating airers such as Ar- 
thur Godfrey’s, still sold at $5,000 
per quarter hour strip, and “Break- 
fast Club,” continuing to go for 
$3.500 per 15-minute segment. Sig- 
nificantly, both are skedded before 
noon, when television’s inroads are 
slight. 

Number of sponsored AM vehi- 
cles declined only slightly, from 
199 a year ago to 191 today. Average 
price tag is $4,923 today, againsi 
$5,722 for the previous season. 
Economies are due to slashes in the | 
use of live musicians. the less fre- 
quent payment of overscale fees 
for talent, stars working for small- 
er paychecks in return for the 
privilege of taping their stints, 


‘ 








smaller royalties for property 
rights, less lavish prizes on give- 
— and other budgetry tighten- 

Average program cost is also low- 
ered by virtue of the greater con- 
centration on news programs and 
five-minute capsules, which give 











bankrollers an opportunity to back 
a show for less coin. Six airers 
are budgeted for $500 or less and 
18 are in the $1,000-or-under 
bracket. 

The sharp decline in outlay- for 
radio shows is even more marked 
when sustainers are considered. 
(Unsponsored airers are not in- 
cluded in the Variety talent cost 
chart compilation.) Webs are set- 
ting ceilings of $1,750-$2,250 on cli- 
entless half-hour entries, with com- 
mercial tabs of $3,000-$4,000 if and 
when they’re picked up for back- 
ing. 








- Music Hall Biz 
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hasn’t signed for any pix beyond 
Christmas - New Year's. M-G’s 
“Singing in the Rain” at one time 
had been considered for this spot 
but the pic will not be ready on 
time. Booked for the choice time 
is WB’s “I'll See You in My 


Dreams,” Doris Day-Frank Love-| 


joy costarrer. 


Downing, during his recent 
Coast visit, saw numerous films 
which could be candidates to fol- 
low “My Dreams” but relates he 
hasn’t reached any conclusions. 


Another recent switch involves 
“Pandora and the Flying Dutch- 
man,” indie made for Metro re- 
lease by Albert Lewin and Joseph 
Kaufman, which had been slated to 
fill the gap between the current 
“American in Paris” and the WB 
holiday entry. At the request of 
M-G, “Pandora” was replaced by 
“Two Young to Kiss,” June Allyson 
starrer, also from M-G. Distrib 
now has a deal for a long run of 
“Pandora” at the Normandie. 

With “American in Paris” wind- 
ieg up its sixth week today (Wed.), 
the big N. Y. Showcase will have 
rounded out the iast six months 
with exactly four pictures. All ex- 
cepting one will have played six 
weeks or longer. Three of .them, 
incidentally, were Metro pictures. 

During this six-month: period 
two films have hung up ree- 
ords at the Hall. “Great Caruse” 
(M-G) established all-time money 
mark for the h’ use, whiie “Show 
Boat,” also a .wietro film, hit a new 
high, $1,166,008, for the “rst eight 


weeks of any picture at t#is house. | 


The “Caruso” coin high ‘or that 
period was $1,392,000. 


The Music liall, which generaily 
averages one picture every four; 
weeks througt:out the year, seldcm 
has been able to cover a six-menth | 
stretch with just four films. And 
ii is particularly unusual to go 
through the summer and aimost up 
until the Ckristmas show with just 
four productions. The Hai! will 
have had 11 pietures on its screen 
this year by next Dec, 31. The Hall 
has maititained its maximum price 
of $2.43 (mezzanine reserved seats 
for weekends) during these pix 

The 10-week run of “Caruso” 
reacked its all-time coin peak 
through the heat wf June and part : 
of July. {{ opeaed May 10 and 
concluded iis engagement past July 
4. The 1-week mark inoidvowtstt 


was not the longest run ut ise 
Hall “Randam Warernct! cit! bata 


ing <hat record at 11 weeks. 


Shoertesi ren at the Hail during 
ibe sx-month stretck wes “Cape. 


Horatio Hornblower,’ which went | 


three weeks. Warner film had 
played nearly ali key first-runs 
throughout the country before it 
opened at Radio City, and that un- 
doubtedly hurt, as far as visiting 
tourists went. Delay on iaunching, 
of course, was caused by the prior 
eight-week run of “Show Boat.” 


“American” will finish the Arst 


six weeks with around $870,409. 
The seven-week total will come 
close to $1,000,000. 


To Launch Dublin Variety 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 13. 


John H. Harris, who founded the 
Variety Club here nearly 25 years 





Grosses Climb Sharply 
In Italy on Native 
Pix; Prod. Soars 


All phases of the Italian film in- 
dustry have staged a remarkable- 
postwar improvement, declared Dr. 
Renato Gualino in New York-last 
week. Prez of the Italian Pro- 
ducers Assn. (ANICA), he cited 
a welter of statsistics which showed 
that grosses on all pictures have 
climbed sharply, more tickets are 
being sold and more theatres oper- 
ating. 

Production of Italian pix, re- 
| vealed Gualino, will be around 100 
|features this year compared to 
104 last year. Some 76: were 
turned out in 1949 as against 





only 54 in 1948. Number of thea- 
| tres, including 16m outlets, has in- 
‘creased from about 5,000 at the end 
| of the war to 8,600 in 1950. 

In 1947 Italian product copped 
8% of the total gross, with 82.4% 
going to Hollywood imports. Fol- 
lowing year saw native pix with 
13% and Hollywood 78.6°%. The 
1949 figure was 16.2% 
74.5°>. The 1949 figure was 16.2% 
against 74.5%. 

Average gross for each U. S. film 
last year amounted to 51,000,000 
lire, while each Italian entry 
| grossed 70,000,000 lire. (Official 
| rate of exchange for the Italian 
| lire is 624 to the dollar.) 











Gualino Sees 


Continued from page 4 


pictures will be promoted by the 
IFE. In pushing the minors, Gua- 
lino pointed out, the market will 
not be flooded. If nothing can be 
done for small films, he said, that 
fact will be reported back to the 
| Italian industry. 

| IFE's U. S. staff will be headed 
py E. R. Zergnioiii, prez of Lx 
Film Distributing Corp. Other per- 
sonnel will be chesen by Gualino 
in a three-week U. S. stay. He 














Paris, where he'll brief the French 
industi; on the best techniques to 
'succeed in the American market. 


SWG Election 


Continued from page 7 seam 
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| has been sent to the membership 
iduring this campaign and I have 
consistently refused te add to it. 1 
lam happy to say that none of this 
correspondence has been official 
'esild conference, nor have the 
ixdies ia question allowed their 
euiements to be sert through the 
iutd afes to the entire member- 
'shis. Yhere are twu unofficial and 
liliicti guild mailing iists known 
iter Coir and Michael! Wilson and 
‘the ofnee ised by Miss Buffington. 
‘tf am on peiiher. {! do not know 
what ‘st Miss McCall is using, 
but al) wt aa in the Guild would 
jamuch preis’ that she make her 
istatements tu the entire member- 
‘ship rather than a privileged seg- 
ment. We, tes. would like to know 
| What is fog en.” 

Mears ttle, Miss Buffington de 
clarei she had been miseuoted. 
eenarry Ta 5 ui vie 


present BWle 


beard wiih voting left wing, 









Arbitration Snag 


continued from page § Goce 
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through suits versus the majors. 
It's just simple arithmetic to many 
Allie’ members that they can gain 
move hy suing than arbitrating— 
uniess there are some good fartors 
thrown in on the side of the cut-of- 
! court met’:od. 

TOA is going ahead with its 
‘plans for pushing arbitration. 
However, uvess it and Allied can 
paralle: their idess—even if they 
don’t do so through actual! joint 
meetings, as TOA has suggested 
and Allied has spurned—there is 
little csance of TOA members 
alone setting arbitration. Distribs 
feel that because ef the heavy costs 








age, will go to Dublin, Nev. 23. for 


showmen’s' organization. Harris 
made a similar trip to Europe two | 


i systen 
installation of newest tent is| 


involved in setcding up a nationai 
it myst be indusiry-wide er 
nethins 

Distrib «tcorneys have also pointed 


actually fas to be set up at all. 


t, incisestally, that no “system” 
years ago when the London charter | pve - 
| 


was activated. 


Owner of a film theatre chain 
here and producer of “Ice Ca- 
pades,” Harris will stay abroad 
several weeks scouting new ideas 
for the 1953 ice revue. Will be ac- 
companied by Jerry Mayhall, mu- 
sical arranger for “Ice Capades.” 


There’s nothing to prevent any 
exhib new from asking arbitration 
of a dispute ard he and a distrib 
agreeing to vectle it in ‘hat man- 
ner. Hundreds of such single arbi- 
trations go on every day in other 
industries. 


against | 


pians to return to Italy Nov. 24 via. 


/to be in =xistence, one used by Les- | 


oh 


in: 





Civic Tieups 


| Continued from page 7 = 


coln High School today (Wed.). 
Subject is “Adapting a Novel for 
the Screen,” with special reference 
to Metro’s “The Red Badge of 
Courage.” The Stephen Crane clas- 
sic usually is must-reading on a 
high school English course cur- 
| riculum, and with the film angle 
it’s believed it can be made a lot 
more palatable. Olin Clark, Metro’s 
story chief, is conducting the forum 
while 
| school’s English faculty, is serving 
|as moderator. 

The film group is attempting to 
line up more Hollywood people to 
take part in these meetings, though 
the intention is not to organize 
“autograph” sessions. The pic out- 











writers and directors. This is be- 
ing done seriously and not from a 
glamour point of view.” 


the local schools include exhibi- 
tions at local theatres of the works 
of art classes, the establishment of 
a film course for teachers, with 
guest lecturers from every phase 
of the industry, and meetings with 
high school editors. 

Pursuing the community tieup, a 
relationship has been established 





community life embracing all 
brackets of civic leadership. 
Launched at a luncheon Oct. 9 
marking the 50th anniversary of the 
American motion picture theatre, 
a group knowra as the Committee 
of One Thousand was organized. 
Latter comprises well-kngwn com- 


munity leaders. Local theatre 
operators contemplating com- 
munity programs can tell at a 


glance whom to contact for aid in 
a cooperative, mutually-beneficial 
project via list of the Community 
leaders’ names which wiii be dis- 
tributed to them, 

A booklet aimed at business and 
the geeral public will point out 
| the vole the picture theatre plays 
1 ‘n the community other than ex- 
| hibition of films. It will note that 
theatres are used for church serv- 
ices, Red Cross rallies, Civil De- 
_fense recruiting, etc. It will com- 
bat the belief that TV has forced 
; the elosing of many theatres by 
| Showiig that recent theatre build- 
jing in the city and suburbs had 
| added more seats than have been 
| taken away. 


Other projects in the works in- 





panels and forums with church 
groups and women’s clubs, and ar- 
ranging film discussions and pro- 


viding panelists for radio and TV 
shows. 








————— 


N.Y. Local 230 


amume Continued from page 7 


bi 


| 
} 
} 





| 


t 
‘ever. that “if they want us, we wii! 
negotiate and represent them.” 


Perhaps influenced by the pact 
| obtained by Local 230 for RKO 


| Pictures, Paramount publicists 
;have shown signs of wavering. 


Meeting of Par unit was held last 


She declared she had never charged | night (Tues.) to weigh three pro- | 


; poses: remain in MOS with office 
| workers but under a ecanseate often 
fveeeereenree: steal @ OT parate puiviit 
lisis chapter witrin IASSE; ar 
changes oS stion tn teva UW 

Meanwhile, District 65, girding 
| for a showdown with companies for 
whose member they speak, has 
been hoiding talks with unit reps to 
set up demands and map straiegy. 
Confabs with companies will be 
held on ar individual basis. 

In aldition to a $10 a week 
_acrass-tke-Dboard increase and guar- 
; anteed five-day week, Local 230’s 
\pact with REO set following mini- 
inums, senior publicists, $134.50; 
publicists, $94; associate public- 
ists, $67, apprentices, $435. 

Other provisions stipulated dou- 
ble severance pay if employee is 
let go fer economic causes, ail dis- 
putes subject to arbitration, pro 
motions where possible from with- 
in ranks ang a complete union 
shop Unien security clause, how- 
ever, stys thet staffers not mem 
bers of union when pact was signed 
shal! not be foreed to join. Ali 
future members of the departinent 
must join within 30 days or face 
end of employment. 

Agreement says company has the 
right at all times to curtail, discon 
tinue, limit or transfer its pub-ad 


‘ 
' 












Ruth Goldstein, of the | 


fit says it’s “just as happy to get | 


Other projects revolving about | 


with a cross-section of New York | 


clude tieups with appliance stores | 
and taxi companies, organizing of : 


Exhibitor Sues 
To Kibosh Tax 
On Ky. Admish 


Louisville, Nov. 13. 


Fourth Avenue Amuse. Co., 
| Louisville, has brought suit against 
| Revenue Commissioner Clyde 
Reeves and the Kentucky Tax Com- 
mission, attacking the constitu- 
tionality of Kentucky’s 15-year-old 
| tax on amusement admissions. The 
‘company operates the _ Rialto, 
Strand, Brown, Uptown and Rex 
| theatres in Louisville, and a num- 
| ber of houses in Indianapolis, Terre 
| Haute and Lafayette, Ind. 
| Tax also applies to admissions at 
ballparks, dancehalls, nightclubs, 
| skating rinks, swimming pools, lec- 
/ture halls, stadia and other such 
| amusement places. 
| Admissions under 1lc are exempt 
from tax. The rate is le on admis- 
sions of 11 to 18c; 2c on admissions 
of 19 to 28c; 3c on admissions of 
29 to 38c; and from 39c to a dollar 
the tax is 3c plus a penny for each 
dime charged in excess of 38c. On 
| admissions over $1, the tax is 10c 
plus a penny on each 25c addi- 
| A 

tionally charged. 





| Suit cites that the anrusement tax 
| was enacted in 1936 as a part of 
| former Gov. A. B. “Happy” Chand- 
ler’s plan to liquidate the Common- 
| Wealth debt, then represented by a 
| large number of outstanding inter- 
est-bearing warrants. Suit said that 
| at that time Chandler assured thea- 
, treowners the tax would be tem- 
porary. The State debt was paid 
,off during the administration of 
former Gov. Keen Johnson. How- 
;ever, the suit pursued, theatre- 
owners have petitioned subsequent 
governors and legislatures to re- 
peai ithe tax without success. ~* 

| The admissions tax, said the suit, 
is a hidden tax that raises the price 
of admissions, violating Amend- 
‘ments 5 and 14 of the United States 
Constitution and Section 171 of 
the Kentucky Constitution. Suit 
further claims it is discriminatory, 
| arbitrary and unconstitutional. 

| Suit claims that while called an 
_ excise tax, the admissions levy is 
|in reality a sales tax, and said un- 
less it is repealed, theatreowners 
in Kentucky “will be forced to 
cease operation.” 


Reagan-SAG 


| 
! 
——_=ase Continued from page ? 
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_Ford. Successful candidates for 
, two-year terms were George 
bo @ and Lyle Talbot, while 
|Fred Clark and Rhys Williams 
were unopposed for one-year 
terms. Gertrude Astor and Philo 
McCollough, representing the A-J 
membership, were unopposed for 
t' cee-year terms. 

Boris Karloff, one of the found- 
er, of the Guild in 1933, was 
awarded a gold life membership 
| card. It was also announced that 
_the Guild has collected $984,817 
\from producers in claims for its 
members since 1937. 

In his presidential address, Res- 
(ket Gouawed LHe steeesstul feht 
to prevent TVA fram museline in 


oe eee tere eee 


the recent Aeesice of the National 
Lu Hetabyew Overt in favor «f 
SAG against TVA “ewwplecciy de- 
moiished the very premise on 
which TVA was established.” 


Ere 
| ‘Back to Melody’ 
Continued from page 1 
| billy” stuff, may be a manifesta- 
| tien of true Americana coming into 
‘its own. Bot he deplores the arti- 
| ficial hypo that goes into almost 
all recordings these days—-some 
| sort of a gitrmick, be it clapping 
‘of the hands, cracking whips, echo 
| chambers, whistles and other freak 
. musical manifestations. “Somehow 
|nohody seems concerned with the 
'eardinal principle, ‘How good is 
| the music?’ ,” 
| Marek recalls the legends: the 
late Jack Kapp. fownder-president 
of Decea. used to have all over 
‘the recording studios, “Let me 
hear the metody.” He abhors the 
i necessity of that first fast “Nervous 
shock,” as he calls it, to impact 
| a new disk. 
Marek, who is a trained mu- 
sician, also observes that, to the 
| eredit of the pop field, even less 











department provided no speedup ©-iginality exists in the longhair 
or overloading results. . 


i field 
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Man in the Saddle 


color, high Sierra scenery, a top- 
notch plot and plenty of rugged 
action. Kenneth Gamet based his 
well-written screenplay on the Er- 
nest Haycox novel, taking the basic 
western formula through a maze 
of movement highlighted with an 
outdoor flavor that adds interest. 
Andre De Toth’s direction supplies 
punch and suspense. 


Story opens with Scott, a small 
rancher, losing his girl, Joan Les- 
lie, in marriage to Alexander Knox 
because she wants the security 
latter’s bigtime ranch operations 
will bring. Naturally, Knox doesn’t 
like the thought of Scott hanging 
around reminding him that he was 
a rival, so footage concentrates on 
the efforts of Knox to rid the 
range land of the hero. 


Guns pop, cattle stampede, there 
are deadiy night raids and ambush- 
es that ciimax with Scott taking to 
the hills, wounded, with Ellen 
Drew, schoolteacher who is in love 
with him. They are followed to 
the mountain hideout, where Scott 
is recovering {rom his injuries, by 
John Russell, a drifting gunslinger 
who wants Miss Drew. When Rus- 
sell catches up with the pair, film 
throws in as rugged a screen fight 
as has been seen on celluloid, and 
it paves the way for Scott to come 
back to town for showdown with 
Knox and his gunmen. 


Windup finds Knox dead, but not 
by Scott. Instead, he is accident- 
ally killed by his own gunfighter, 
Richard Rober. Latter is stalked 
down in a street fight by Scott, 
who goes off at the fadeout with 
Miss Drew, leaving Miss Leslie to 
en'oy her widow's wealth. 

Playing is featured by better 
characterizations than is usually 
found in westerns. Scott, the two 


Film Reviews 


Continued from page 6 


pertly in the script by Richard 
Landau and Dwight Babcock to 
satisfy second booking demands. 
Finale’s use of helicopter and two- 
way radios to track down the 
crooks provides a good action 
windup. 

Trouping is standard, but pleas- 
ant as done by Cesar Romero, 
George Brent, both as FBI men; 
Audrey Totter, an _ identification 
division clerk used by the sleuths 
to catch Raymond Burr, the crime 
head; Raymond Greenleaf, as the 
governor, and Tom Drake, lobby- 
ist. In for a TV specialty and a 
light moment are Tom Noonan and 
Peter Marshall. Richard Monohan 
Margia Dean and Alexander Pope 
are among the okay supporting per- 
formers. 

Jack Leewood served as asso- 
ciate producer on the Lippert Pic- 
tures release. Jack Greenhalgh’s 
lensing and other technical credits 
are standard. Brog. 





Montana Desperado 


Johnny Mack Brown standard 
westerner; okay draw. 





Monogram release of Vincent M. Fen- 
nelly production. Stars Johnny Mack 
irown. Directed by Wallace W. Fox. 
Screenplay, Dan Ullman; camera, Gilbert 


Warrenton; editor, Fred Msguire. At 
New York, N. Y., starting Nov. 7, ‘51. 
Running time, 51 MINS. 

Dave Borden........ Johnny Mack Brown 
Sally WUGOM..ccccccccese Virginia Herrick 
AOR LOBOR...ccccccescsece Myron Healey 
Udak JOCKBOM..ccccccccccces Marshall Reed 
TRO BROTIM..cccccccccceers Steve Clark 
Jim BOTT. . ccecccvceevece. Edmund Cobb 
PPR T eee ee eee Lee Roberts 





“Montana Desperado” is a stand- 
ard oats opera, with vet hero 
Johnny Mack Brown as marquee 
lure. FifNt'ed with a maximum of 
suspense, it should do well where 
outdoor films have a following. 





femmes and Knox are excellent, 
and there is first-rate support from 
Rober, Russell, Alfense 
Cuinn “Rig Wilnams, Ciem 
Bevans, Cameron Mitchell, Richard 
Crene, Frank Sully and others. 

An extra exploitation for some 
grassroots bookings is Tennessee 
Ernie. While he’s only in for a 
campfire solo on the title tune, 
which is reprised behind the credit 
cards, it's an added 
Color lensing effectively boisters 
entertainment as handled by 
Charles Lawton, Jr. Other techni- 
cal aids are neatly handled. Bro,. 


Boy 





BeS8 @cbak 


Okay dual-biller for smaller 
Situations. 


Hollywoorl, Nav. 8. 
Lippert Pictures release of 
Berke production. Stars Cesar Romere, 
George Brent, Audrey Totter; features 
Tom Drake, Raymond Burr, Raymond 
Greenleaf, Margia Dean. Alexander Pope, 
Richard Monohan, Tom Neonan, ete 
Mirshall. Directed by Berke. Sereenplay, 
Richard Landau, Dwight Babcock; based 
@p story by Rupert Hughes; camera, Jack 
(iveenhalgh; editor, Phi) Cahn; music, 
Darrell Calker. Previewed Nov. 8, ‘Si 
Running time. 74 MINS, 
Gien Stedman . 

Jeff Donley 
Shirley Wayne.......... 
Carl Chercourt.......... 
Blake setae 
Governor Grisby . 
Television Act 
Tom 

Natalie Craig 
George Denton 


Cesar Romero 
George Brent 
Audrey Totter 

Tom Drake 
Raymond Bur 
Raymond Greenleaf 


Pete Marshall 
Marxia Dean 
Alexander Pope 


te oeereeeses 


Noonan, 


Donald mee Richard Monohan 
POMP SRO: puke beewinns Dow Garner 
Doris ‘an Kevyne 
b dhgegs warner Coy 
Morg ic Attendant Hsron Foulve: 
Hotel Clerk toet MW 


As a melodrama slanted for the 
smisiier situations, “FBI Girt’ is 
ckay Furninar naones abl a verter 
formula with some plet ovists for 
freshness get it by satisfactorily 
for booking intentions. 

Plot is based on a story by 
Rupert Hughes, telling how the 
FBI and its identification division 
are able to put the finger on a 


man long wanted for murder and | 


break up a politically-backed crime 
ring. Production dollars have been 
well spent by William Berke, and 
his direction unwinds the script at 
a “ood pace. 


Senate Crime Committee probes | 


are used to get the plot rolling, and 
timely device of a video broadcast 
is used to bring on the governor of 
a stat up for investigafion. Behind 
the scenes the viewer is soon 
tipped that the governor doesn't 
welcome the probe. In fact. he 
fears it because Jong ago he com- 
mitted a murder under 
name and his prints are on file in 
Washington. 

Mare murders sre cammitted as 
the governor and the leader of the 
crime ring try to steal the print 
card from FBI files, but their ac- 
tions generate new suspicions that 
eventually lead the government 
sleuths to a quarry they did not 
expect. While what takes place 
isn’t necessarily believable, the 
situations have been fashioned ex- 


a |; water 
Bedova, : + 


is 


| cooks, 
ishots are taken at Brown befor 
|he is able to unravei the mystery 
land bring the killer to justice. 


sales point. ; 


William | 


another | 


Pic is about a squabble to gain 
possession of a ranch controlling 
supply for a western valley 
myster7Ous masked rider seon 
involved in four mysterious 
deaths, all tenanis of the ranch, 
when Brown arrives to see what 
Two others die and pot- 


a 


Brown, obviously no longer the 
juvenile western type, is excellent, 
his maturity seemingly giving him 


‘more authority than in his earlier 


characterizations. Although known 


\as Dave Borden in the cast credits, 


,all members of the cast, inci- 
‘dentally, refer to him as Johnny 
| Mack Brown. 


| He has been given an excellent 


supporting cast, with Virginia Her- 

‘rick as the girl; Steve Clark as 
ihe sheriff. and Edmvuiad Cobb es- 
pecially excellent. Dan U!iman’s 
‘screenplay is deftly done while 
| Wallace W. Fox directed credit- 
cably. vilbert Warrentun’s lens 
work is fine. Wear. 


Honeyehile 
(SONGS—COLOR) 
Judy Canova in cornfed com- 
edy slanted for rural or small- 
town trade. 





Hollywood, Nov. 13. 
Republic release of Sidney Picker pro- 
duction. Stars Judy Canova; features Ed- 
die Foy, Jr.. Alan Hale, Jr., Walter Cat- 
| lett, Claire Carleton, Karolyn Grimes. 
; Brad Morrow, Roy Barcroft, Leoni} Kins- 
- . Tilen ae we . ene! = . Ad . 





lien He Jeck Tow niey, onaeies. fF Hobert 


fded diatow., Rarry Trivers: camera (Tru. : 


i tack flliett, Mareld Spine, Ted Johnson 


Matt Verrs. [reviewed Nov &, "51. Mun 
ning time. 69 MINS. 

1 486 fade CUatiewu 
| Badie Pvrig#... .ccsce. . Bode ros Av 
| Joe errr Alan Haile, Jr. 
Al MOOS . cc ccvecccedces Walter Catlett 
oe errr Claire Carleton 
Effie +0 ee hekesehees Karolyn Grimes 
Peery ee ee Brad Morrow 
Walter Judson .......... Rov Barcroft 
oe eee Leonid Kinskey 
Window Washer..........: Gus Schilling 
ee sco sae hen Fue Irving Bacon 
‘ee Cream Vender........ Furzy Knich: 
| Rob ee ee ee 2 ee 2 es 

| Harriett © .....ccceceee- Ida Voore 
S. rah a ween Feiees Sarah Edwarde« 
pi ee re ee Emory Parnell 
[Tee ME ccceesawese Dick F}liott 


Bartender Dick Wessei 





Juijiy Canova is back under the 
|Republic releasing banner in ex- 
‘actly the type of cornfed comedy 
‘that featured her earlier stay on 
that lot. For its type of entertain- 
;ment. “Honeychile” figures as okay 
| ton-of-the-bill material for the 
smaller runs, particularly rural or 
,emall-town trade. It is decorated 
in the new, three-color process, 
Trucolor, upping sales value. 

As a cornbelt composer of sorts. 
Miss Canova has sent a tune into 
a publishing concein. A year iater. 
,it comes out as a hit under an- 
other author's name. The pubbery 
dispatches Eddie Foy. Jr., to the 
western town where Miss Canova 
resides to buy the piece. She 
doesn't want to sell now, so the 
plot and the comedy are involved 
.with Foy's efforts to change her 


Los Olvidados 


“Los Olvidados,” Mexican- 
made picture which had a five- 
theatre day-and-date preem in 
New York Thursday (9), was 
reviewed by V.RIETY at the 
Cannes Film Festival in the 
issue of May 16, 1951. It’s a 
closeup of life in a Mexican 
slum. “Brutal pacing and its 
honesty,” pointed out Mosk, 
make this a pic that will do 
only for special situations.” 
Mosk added that director 
Bunuel] “has cast his eye on 
a cancerous aspect of society, 
and made a jolting film.” 
Gabriel Figueroa’s camerawork 
“has given it fine, contrasty 
lensing that helps mood. Act- 
ing by a group of unknowns 
is uniformly good.” 

Picture preemed at the 
Cinema 48, San Juan, Studio, 
Manhattan and Puerto Rico 
theatres. Original running time 
of 90 minutes has. been 
trimmed to 80. Azteca Films 
is distributing the Oscar 
Dancigers production. 





mind. He gets involved with a 
jealous fiance, Alan Hale, Jr., and 
sundry other incidents, including 
a chuck wagon race before the 
tale, scripted by Jack Townley and 
Charles E. Roberts, reaches a satis- 
factory conclusion. 

Miss Canova gives an energetic 
portrayal to her familiar character 
as well as singing four numbers in 
her specialized style. The title 
tune, by Jack Elliott and Harold 
Spina, is introduced by The Star- 
lighters and later reprised by Miss 
Canova. She does a special oper- 
atic version of “Rag Mop,” ar- 
ranged by Elliott; “Tutti Fruiti” 
and the Ted Johnson-Matt Terry 
number, ‘More Than I Care to Re- 
member.” Songs are all slanted to 
the Canova delivery. 

Foy works hard and collects 
plenty of chuckles. Hale, Walter 
Catlett ‘the publisher), Claire Car- 
leton and Leonid Kinskey ‘used by 
| Foy tc break up the Canova-Hale 
: . Rey Barcroft, Gus Schil- 
| ling, Irving Bacon, Fuzzy Knight 
iand Roscoe Ates are among ethers 
‘doing their bits for amusement. 

R. G. Springsteen’s direction, 
without much of a story to tell, 
| substitutes a fast ‘pace for the de- 
| velopment, and Jack Marta’s cam- 
‘era is kept busy keeping up. Ad- 
. dition of a third color to the Tru- 
|}color process is all to the good. 
Tint now has taken on natural 
itones that are particularly geod in 
'the suidoor shots and not bad on 
\interiors. Sidney Picker’s produe- 
tion supervision supplies a bucolic 
|look to the picture that fits the 
| comedy pitch Brow. 
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Leave it te Marines 





Slapstick comedy that seldom 
jells' may do on some dualers. 


Lippert release of Sigmund Neufeld 
production. Stars Sid Mciton, Mara Lynn 
Directed by Samuet Newfield. Screen 
| olay, Orville Hampton: camera, Jack 
Greenhalgh: editer. Carl Pierson. At 
New York, N. Y., starting Nov. 7, ‘5i 
Running time, 65 MINS, 

Gerald Meek Sid Melton 
Myrna MeAllister ...... Mara Lynn 
Sergeant McTaggert . Gregg Martell 





Grandma Meek . Ida Moore 
Colonel Flenge reeks i Sam Flint 
General Garvim......,.. Boug Evans 


Curpor:) Tootie 


) Margia Dear 
Partridge 


. Richard Monchan 


Sergeart Delanes ..... William Haade 
| Dr. Suture ove .. Jack George 
Pappadopoli es... ......... . Paul Broar 
Nrs. McAllister. .......... Ezelle Poule 


Frivate White 
Colonel's Clerk 
Court Clerk 


Will Orleans 
Richard Farmer 
Jiminy Cross 





| This follows the eld pattern of 


1+ <1 8 orp gritirete “7 
jlaughs via his wild anties. trying 
fo become a marine. Starring are 
‘ia Meron, film nowcomer. and 
{Mara Lyan, blonde leoker who is 
jo a2 pic newcomer. Neither is 
| treated decently, material-wise 
| Metton shows possibilities. ““Leave 
It To Marines” is a hekey little 
erga that may do on some twin 
| bills, 


Premise has Melton joining up 


Roscoe Ates' when he gets into a Marine re- 


| cruiting office while seeking the 
|; Marriage license bureau. That is 
the tipoff of what ensues. The gal 
b~ intends to wed. Miss Lynn, fol- 
lows him by also joining the Ma- 
rine Corps. Many of the tried-and- 
true slapstick gags are employed as 
the Marine sergeant tries to prevent 
Melton from wrecking the entire 
outfit. Melton gets a medal for 
bravely rescuing the outfit’s mas- 
cot, a bulldog. from a giant ex- 
plosion. One of the funniest bits 
is when his sweetheart is loaded on 
,a truck bound fer the dockside 





while he is ordered to stay in camp 't 


‘en home duty. 

|. Besides the husky. comic-pan 
| Melton, there is 2 routine euppori- 
|ing cast that overacts most of the 
way. Miss Linn needs to learn 
more about thesping. Samuel New- 
‘field's direction is uneven while 
Orville Hampton's scripting is just 
one of those things. Sigmund Neu- 
feld has given the film nier nro- 
duction, Weer. 


Svrrratr j 
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Miners of the Don 
(SOVIET) 
(Color—Songs) 


Tedious chronicle of mech- 
anization in Soviet coal indus- 
try; meagre b.o. 








Artkino release of Moscow Film Studio 
(L. Lukov) production. Directed by Lu- 
kov. Screenplay, Boris Gorbatov, V. Alek- 
seyev; camera (Magicolor), M. Kirillov; 
music, Tikhon Khrennikov; songs, E. Dol- 
matovsky. At Stanley, N. Y., week of 
Nov. 10, ’51. Running time, 93 MINS, 


Minisfer of Coal Prod....V. Khokhriakov 


Regional Secretary......... S. Lukianov 
Mine Superintendent....... V. Merkuriev 
Honored Miner.........+:- Boris Chirkov 
PINOD 6.5555 oa vec ce0ceetescs 0s. See 
Viadimir Nedolya...........- A. Ignatiev 
Evdokia Nedolya....:. ovece's . A. Zuyeva 
Lidia Nedolya....... eoccne Katia Luchko 
Trofimenko........ eeeeeede V. Druzhnikov 
WEEE, <v.ccttexeeeeeenseoneesees L. Smirnova 
ANGLE VEY... oc cccccccccccceses: O. Zhakov 
Vasily ........-sscccccccesesss A. Petrov 
Andrei Postoiko........++.++- P. Aleinikov 
Petrovich. ......cccocscseceeses I. Peltser 
Combine Chief........_.-. A. Alekseyev 


M. Gelovani as I. V. Stalin 
. Government leaders played by A. Gri- 
bov, H. Mordinov, A. Mansetov and R. 
Pasechnik. 





‘Miners of the Don” adds up to 
retty dismal Soviet fare, especial- 
y in view of the usual Kremlin 
distortions. 

In the Donbas coalfields, film 
would have audiences believe, 
mines are spotlessly clean and all 
workers ride to their chores in 
electric cars. Amid this setting a 
combine designed to hew, cut and 
load the coal is introduced. There 
are a few technical snags to be 
overcome, but Soviet ingenuity ap- 
parently has only minor difficulty 
with them. 

Development of the combine is 
portrayed principally through the 
eyes of veteran miner Boris Chir- 
kov and members of his family, all 
of whom toil in the pit. They’re 
inclined to scoff at the machine’s 
possibilities. However, when it’s 
shown to be practical they pour on 
the enthusiasm for Soviet progress 
and the millions more tons of coal 
it means for the country’s economy. 

Fortunately, before various cam- 
era views of tiie combine become 
| tv) wearing on the viewer, a num- 
| ber of native fetes and dances are 
tossed into the footage. It’s a 
welcome contrast. A few songs and 
a romance between a couple of 
|; youthiul mine workers aiso 
| to lighten up the theme. 
Ferformances are in the typical | 
stoic Russian schoof with the pos |! 
| sible exception of Kati Luchko, 
| who shows: an occasional carefree 
| expression as a gal in love. Chir- 
| kev leoks far foo well preserved 
as a miner who's labored 50 years 
in the shafts of both the Czarist 
and Stalin regimes. The Marshal, 
incidentaliy, t briefly seen in a 
Kreniiin board session, being im- 
| persunated by M. Gelovani. 
| Direction of L. Liskov is heavy- 
‘anded. His production vaiues 
| budgetarily seem somewhat higher 
| than most Soviet inoports of late. 
, Magicolor camerawork of M. Kiril- 
| lov ts inclined to ape the travelog 
| school of photography in that there 
‘are a number of shots of the mine 
_ Structures against the rising and 
‘setting sun. There are alse copious 
,views of smokestacks belching 
| smoke against a coppery sky. Best 
| thing that can be said about Ma- 
'gico!ur is that it's better than none 
| at ali. Gilb. 
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Sungle of Cha 
(SIAMESE) 





Siam-filmed fable of jungle 


of excitement, such 
aiidiag feo pein 
7) e p tive trap, 
baiting with the pet dog. tn 
tiger’s capture, the destruction of 
the couple’s small money cache by 
a mischievous monkey and similar 
routine jungle experiences that 
= . along + 68 min- 
; . Sequence of Siam 
dances is ‘tnlected showing the 
bridegroom dreaming of the life 
he fancies for himself and bride. 
Paul Fejos and Gunnar Skog- 
lund directed the effort for Svensk 
Filmindustri, and Gustaf Boge did 
the camera work. The musie 
score by Jules Sylvain and Gun- 
nar Johansson fits the action. 
Leonard Bucknall Eyre speaks the 
minimum commentary backing the 
picture. Mostly, dialog is in native 
tongue with English subtitles to do 
what little explaining is necessary, 


Brog. 


as the tiger’s 
le’s goat, the 





A Christmas Carel 
(BRITISH-MADE) 





Remake of Charles Dickens 
story, with slight chance in 
U. S. market. Too grim for 
kiddies, too dull for adults. 


Hollywood, Nov. 1. 

United Artists release of Renown Pic- 
tures presentation, produced and directed 
by Brian Desmond Hurst. Stars Alastair 
Sim, Kathleen Harrison, Clifford Mollison, 
Jack Warner; features Michael Hardern, 
Mervyn Johns, Hermione Baddeley, John 
Charlesworth, Glyn arman, Brian 
Worth, Olga Edwardes. Screenplay, Noel 
Langley, from the story by Charles Dick- 
ens; camera, C. Pennington-Richards; edi- 
tor, Clive Donner; music, Richard Ad- 


dinsell. Previewed Oct. 25, 51. Running 
time, 86 Mins. 

ogy <A pitnsdeeeas Alastair Sim 
Mrs. BOP sccntecees Kathleen Harrison 
Mr. Jorkins ..... bsev ens Jack Warner 
Jacob Marley .......... Michael Hordern 
eee Mervyn Johns 
Mrs. Cratchit ........ Hermione Baddeley 
Peter Cratchit ........ John Charlesworth 
oO aera: 1 arman 
Scrooge, as a young man George Cole 
BR csastcaccges vss dKen Rona Anderson 
Fan, Scrooge’s sister ....... Carol Marsh 
Fred, Scrooge’s nephew .... Brian Worth 


o, «SFr. Olga Edwardes 
Mr. Fezziwig ... -., Reaty Mughés 
CS | er Hattie Jaceves 
Mr. Wilkins ............Clifford Mollison 
The Spirit of the Past Michael Dolan 
Spirit of Present ...-Francis De Wolff 
The Spirit «f the Future C. Konarski 
Undertaker Ernest Thesiger 
OW Joe Miles Mallieson 


Rare ra Louise Hampton 
First Callector ...ccsccces Noel Howlett 
Second Collectar .......+. Fred Johnson 


First Business Man .......-. 


Feier Suii 
Second Businers Man .... 


Douglas Muir 


a .. Eliot Makeham 
OS arr re Henry Hewirt 
GeOGOr .... «i csvccrcsces Hugh Dempster 


Young Marley .........-. Patrick McKnee 





This British import, which United 


: Artists is distributing in the states, 


hasn't enough entertainment merit 
to rate it anything but = slim 
chances. It is a grim thing that 
will give tender-aged kiddies view- 
ing it the screaming-meemies, and 
adults will find it long, dull and 
greatly overdone. There's certainly 
no Yuletide cheer to be found in 
this latest interpretation of Charles 
Dickens’ Christmas classic. 

Brian Desmond Hurst produced 
and directed in a heavy-handed 
ten-twent-thirt style that overdoes 
the travail Scrooge is put through 
before he decides to adopt the 
Christmas spirit of goodwill to 
men. Alastair Sim, without direc- 
torial or script restraint, stalks 
through the footage like a tank- 
town Hamlet, and the ciher players 
do no better. 

Noel Langley did the script. 
After establishing Scrooge as a 








existenre fer «ative couple. 
vevoneury teature. 


} KA) tciease of Svensk Filbnindustri 
Frodaction. Duected by Paul Fejos and 
| Gurear Skoely na: camera Cet. ie: 
Tiusic, Jules Spytypd ?)-uetas +N ohssan; 
letemerstary {peken by Leonard Backnali 
| Eyre. Tradeshown Nov. %, ’51. Running 
tims, 43 MINS. 


ann? ovememre 





RKO doesn’t have another “Kon- 
| Tiki” in this Siam-filmed feature. 
| but it does have a film with a cer- 
,fain charm that will get it over in 
,the famiiy trade situations. Its 
| simple story and native actors are 
| shown against an authentic back- 
| ground thet lends a documentary 
touch #nd a sense of reality to help 
carry it alcng. 


The two native players, PoChai 
and MeYing, are seen as newly- 
| weds who go inte the jungle to 
Start their life togethér. They es- 
tablish a small rice farm, go 
through the menace of a tiger raid, 
which they outwit witi native 
| guile, but #re unabie to cope with 
| nature's drought, which dries up 
'the river that supplies the water 
| for ihe rice field. PoChai goes off 





|to work with the elephants in the 
teak forest until the rains come. 
With thei coming, he returns to 





‘his bride and farm, ready to face 
| life aniw. 

' Story is just that simple, andj 
just as simply told, and it is the! 
_hatural, unassuming air of the 
| presentation that accounts for the | 
attention it will get. The life of, 
the couple is sfeiled out in| 
| A-B-C’s, with an ociasional minute | 


tight-fisted, penurious character, 
rarer, aT eles ra bie asgu red 


| ghosts who, on Christmas Eve. 


we eee 


Be ot  caunee. ee. ee 
and purse to the less 


fortunate. 
QQMAW IY <Estlabeory wate! Sdow's oar 
tion to tram, gertiestarly the 


initial shade, are ludicrous in the 
extreme but with still enough 
horror to scare the kiddies nearly 
to death. A tiny bit of uplift is 
offered in the final 10 minutes 
when Sim's Scrooge tries to make 
amends for a lifetime of taking, 
but the heavy-handed touch is still 
in evidence and keeps it from 
being as effective as it might. 
Neither Sim’s name, nor those of 
the other British players will mean 
anything on the marquees for 
stateside playdates. Lensing 1S 
satisfactory, although technical 
work with the ghosts could have 
been more expert. The Richard 
Addinsell music score is busily 
conducted by Muir ee 
Tog. 


RKO’s Italo Pic 


Vittorio de Sica’s “Miracle in 
Milan” will be distributed in Eu- 
rope by RKO, it was disclosed in 
New York vesterday (Tues.) by fui- 
eign chief Phil Reisman. He just 
returned from a survey of the Con- 
tinental market. 

Deal was set by Reisman during 
his recent European trip. Mean- 
while, “Milan's” U. S. preem !S 





slated to be held at the World 
Theatre, N. Y., Dec. 10. Joseph 
Burstyn is reitasing in America. 
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SEATTLE 


(Continued from page 8) 


Good $8,000 or near. Last week, 
swell $9,200. 

Music Hall (Hamrick) (2,282; 65- 
90) — “Steetcar Named Desire” 
(WB). Giant $17,000 or close. 
Last week, “Texas Carnival” (M-G) 
“Tall Target” (M-G) (2d wk), 
$7,700. 

Orpheum (Hamrick) (2,599; 65- 
90)\—“‘The Well” (UA). Dull $6,000. 
Last week, “Strange Door” (U) and 
“Green Finger” (Indie), $7,800. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 40-70) 
—‘‘Place in Sun” (Par) and “Force 





of Arms” (WB) (2d runs). Fair 
$3.500. Last week, “Saturday’s 
Hero” (Col) ard “Lady From 
Texas” (U), $3,000. 

Paramount (‘tvergreen) (3,049; 
65-90) — “Detective Story” (Par) 
and “Darling How Could You” 
(Par) (2d wk). Nice $8,500. Last 


week, $11,700. 


‘WIDE MO.’ LOUD $17,000, 
PORT.; ‘WOMAN’ OKE 146 


Portland, Ore., Nov. 13. 

The town was loaded with foot- 
ball rooters over the past week- 
end, and it is helping some pix. 
“Across Wide Missouri’ looks 
standout at Broadway. “His Kind 
Of Woman” in two houses shapes 
okay. “Rhubarb” is fancy at 
Orpherm. 

Estimates for This Week 


Broadway (Parker) 1,890; 65-90) 
—‘‘Across Wide Missouri’ (M-G) 
and “Bannerline” (M-G)\, Torrid 
$17,000 or close. Last week, “Iren’ 
Man” (U) and “Mark of Henegide’ 
(U), $11,600. 

Guild (Parker) (400; $1.20-$2.490) 
—*“Tales of Hoffmann” (Indie) (5th 
wk). Holding at $4,509. Last week, 
big $4,800. 





Mayfair (Parker) ‘1,500; 65-90)— | o99 


“Day Earth Stood Still” (20th) and 


“Let's Go Navy” (Mono) (m.o.). 
Nice $6,000. Last week, “Desert 
Fox” (20th) and “Three Steps 
North” (UA) (m.o.), $5,506. 





Oriental (Evergreen) (2,060: 65- 
90:\—“‘His Kind Of Woman” ‘RKQ): 
and “Tamorrow Another 
(WB), day-date 
Okay $5,000. Last week, “Day 
Earth Stood Stii” +20th) and “Go 
Navy" (Mono), $6,000. 

Orpheum (Hamrick) (1,750; 65- 


90)—“Rhubarb” (Par) and “Road- 
block” (RKO). Fancy $9,500. Last | 
week, “Pickup” ‘Col) and “Chain | 
Circumstance” (Col, $8,000. 
Paramount (Evergreen) (3,400; 
65-90)\—""Kind Of Woman” (RKO) 
and “Tomorrow Another Day” 


(WB), also Oriental. Oke $9.000. 
Last week, “Day Earth Stood Still” 
(20th) and “Go Navy” (Mono), 
$9500. 


Grosses 


uy” | 
with Paramount. | 


‘Worlds’ Lofty $15,000, 
Denver; ‘Cup’ Fine 17G 


Denver, Nov. 14. 

“When Worlds Collide” is pack- 
ing the Denham currently to ‘land 
a big total and hit holdover figure. 
“Fort Defiance” looks fine in world 
preem at Paramount. “Come Fill 
Cup” will cop top total in actual 
coin, being good in two houses. 
“Texas Carnival” is doing well 
enough in third to win fourth 
stanza at Broadway. 


Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 40-80)— 
“Tanks Are Coming” (WB) and 
“Trail Lonesome Pine” (Par), day- 
date with Tabor, Webber. Fair 
$6,500. Last week, “Cave of Out- 
laws” (U) and “Mr. Drake’s Duck” 
(UA), $6,000. 

Broadway (Wolfberg) (1,500; 40- 
80)—*“‘Texas Carnival’ (M-G) (3d 
wk). Fair $6,000. Holds. Last 
week, fine $11,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1°750; 40-80) 
—‘When Worlds Collide” (Par). 
Big $15,000. Last week, “Subma- 
rine Command” (Par), $9,500. 


Denver (Fox) (2,525; 40-80)— 
“Come Fill Cup” (WB) and “Ele- 
phant Stampede” (Mono), day-date 
with Esquire. Good $14,000. Last 
week, “Day Earth Stood Still” 
(20th) and “Two-Dollar Bettor” 
(Indie), $16,000. 

Esquire (Fox) (742; 40-80)—| 
“Come Fill Cup” (WB) and “Ele- | 
phant Stampede” (Mono), also 
Denver. Nice $3,000. Last week, 
“Day Earth Stood Still” (20th) and 
“Two-Dollar Bettor” (Indie), same. 

Orphenm (RKO) (2.600, 74-$3.26) 
—"Streetcar Named Desire” (WB) 
(2d wk). Fine $13,000. Last week, 
record $25,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 40-80)— 
“Fort Defiance” (WA) and “Skipa- 
long Rosenbloom” (UA). Big $13,- 
Last week, “Sunny Side 
Street” (Col) and “Criminal Law- 
yer” (Col), $11,000. 

Tabor (Fox) (1,067; 40-80)— 
“Tanks Are Coming” (WB) and| 
“Lonesome Pine” ‘Par). also Alaéd , 
din, Webber. Fine $6,500. 
week, “Cave Outlaws’ (UU) an} 
“Drake’s Duck” (UA), fair $6,00¢ 

Vogue (Pike) (600; 65. 89—"Lu 
Carnet del Bal” (Indie) (rcissuc) 
Fair $2,000. Last week, “Four in 
a Jeep” (UA), $2,400. 

Webber (Fox) (750; 40-80i-- 
“Tanks Are Coming” «‘(WB) anda! 
“Lonesome Pine” (Par), also Alad- 
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idin, Tabor. Good $3,000. Last; 
week, “Cave Outlaws” (VU) and | 


“Drake’s Duck” (UA), $2,500. 





TORONTO 


(Continued from page 9) 
“Day Earth Stood Still” (20th) (2d 





United Artists (Parker) (890; 80- 
$1.20) — “Streetcar Named Desire” 
(WB) (2d wk). Big $9,500. Last 
week, $14,090. 


‘Worlds’ Nice $7,500, 
Baito; ‘Honeychile’ 6',G 


Ralfimore. Nov 1% 
ce “ownhlownh seeter nere this 
tas Pas WISE eThed Saset a ae 


a’ The Néw. Of cepeaters, 
: na Mryte © oe lala 
to.) § Verte y. Shen 
3" “as C(t we opening 
rouns até Keith's, 
Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew's-UA) (3,900; 390- 
85'\—"“Anierican Paris’ (M-G) (2d 
wk). Holding ie soc¥e $13,060 afier 
$18.800 opener. 

Hippodreme (Rappaport) (2 240: 
20-70) —"Five” (Col’ and “M” ‘Cold. 
Starting tomorrew (Wed.) after 
week of “The Racket’ (2K0O) hit 
mild $6,800 

Keith’s (Schanberger' ¢2 460, 20- 
70)--"“When Worlds Collide” «Par) 


7 


(2d wk). Opens secend rourd to- 
morrow iWed.) efter nice $7.500 
opener 

T4iQe ‘Rappepo.ts (298; $1 20- 


£7.4))—. Tales of \Woaffmaun” 


big $4.200 vpen-r. 

Mayfair (Hicks) «980; 29-70)-- 
“Honeychile”’ (Kep) ‘2d wk). Be- 
finning addcd rousd ivmorrow 
(Wed.) after fancy $6,500 preem. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-70)— 
“Anne of Indies” (20th). Lone new 

ic looks modest $6,000 or near. 
aa. week, “Love Nest” (20th), 


Stanley (WB) (3,280; 50-$1.20)— 
“Streetcar Named Desire” (WB) 
(2d wk). Upped scale raised too 
high to get expected sock returns. 
However, okay $11,000 after $17,- 
400 first round. 

Town (Rappaport) (1,500; 34-05) 
—“Blue Veil” (RKO) (2d wk). Go- 
ing well at $7,000 aiier brigi:t 
$9,300 opener. 


Ih 
die) (2d wki. Fairish 33.500 after} 





wk). Good $11,000, Last week, 
big $16,500. 
Loew's (Loew) (2,743; 55-90)— 


“American in Paris” (M-G). Smash 


| $26,000. Latt week, “Texas Carri-} 
val’ OM 


i” OMA: 2d wk), $8,596. 
| Nortown, Universitw ‘FP 
1 558; 40-80)---"Rhue Weil” 


(933; 


| Sie $14,000. | Last week, “Love | 
1 Tet? i) res 


' 9AthS 0 


) 312000. Last week, “Desert Fox 
2A 4¢h wk. $10.000. 

1 Tere {693; 75° 
| ~ faiee of Meiffann” 
iwk). Easing off after iour weeks 
| of capacity trade to smash $15,000 

Last week, $18,000. 

Uprtowu (Loew) (2,743: 40-80) — 
| ‘Straage Boor” ‘U). So-so $6,000. 
| Last week, “People Vs. O'Hara” 
'(M-G), £5,500. 

Vietoria (FP) (1,140; 75-$1'— 
*““$Stresteas Named Desire” ‘WB 
‘4h wk). Good $8,506. Last week, 
fine $i 1.000, 


a * : 
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SAN FRANCISCO 


(Continue from rete 35 
(WE) (6th wk). Solid $7,006. Last 
week, $£,500. 

Orpheum (No. Coast) (2,443; 55- 
:85) -——- “Harlem Glebe ‘Trotters’ 
; (Col) and “Never Trusi Gambler’ 
‘Col). Okav $£,000 in €@ days. Last 
week, “Raging Tide” (U) and 
“Reunion In Reno” (U), $11,500. 

United Artists (No. Coast) (1,207: 
55-85) — “The Well” (UA) and 
“Train of Events” (Indie). Nice 
$6.000. Last week, strong $10,000. 

Stagedoor (A-R) (370: $1.80- 
$2.40)—“The River” (UA) (5th wk). 
Fancy $7,000. Last week, $7,500. 

Clay (Rosener) (400; 65-85) — 
“King Lady” (M-G). Big $3,600. 
Last week, “Tony Draws Horse” 
(Indie) (5th wk), $2,400. 

Vogue ‘S. F. Theatres) (375: 85- 
$1.00~~-"“Seven Days To Noon” 
‘Indie! (9th wk). Good $3,509. Last 
i week, $3,800, 
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Streetcar’ Tops Omaha, 
‘é b] bd 
$9,000; ‘Legal’ Mild 86 
Omaha, Nov. 13. 

Biggest grosser here in some 
time is the Brandeis’ “Streetcar 
Named Desire,” doing socko trade 
at $1 top. Other houses are in the 
same old doldrums. “Let’s Make It 
Legal” shapes mild at Paramount. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 50-$1)— 
“Streetcar Named Desire” (WB). 
Looks sock $9,000, and sure hold- 
over. Last week, “Happy Go Love- 
ly” (RKO) and “Hard, Fast, Beauti- 
ful” (RKO), $6,500. 

Paramount ‘Tristates) (2,800; 16- 
70)-—"“Let’s Make It Legal” (20th). 
Mild $8,000 or near. Last week, 
“No Highway in Sky” (20th), $9,000. 

State (Goldberg) (865; 25-75)— 
“The Strip” (s. G) and “Guilty By- 
stander” (Lip). Light $4,500. Last 
week, “Millionaire for Christy” 
(20th) and “Law and Lady” (M-G), 
$5,500. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,100; 16-70) 
—‘Texas Rangers” (Col) and “Hur- 
ricane Island” (Col). Fair $7,000. 
Last week, “Disc Jockey” (Mono) 
and Blackstone magic revue on- 
stage at 25-90c, $9,500. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 16- 
70)—“‘Lady From Texas” (U) and 
“Never Can Tell” (U). Fair $,??? 
in three days. Legiter in on 
Monday (12). Last week, “Ran 
All Way” (UA), satisfactory $9,800. 


a 
| McConnell Carries | 


Continued from page 1 

















with CBS news chief Sig Mike)sor 
and NBC operations manager Fer- 
dinand Wankel hefore choosing th. 
location. Both network reps were 
emphatic in recommending the 
Amphitheatre over the Stadium as 
being vastly superior for proper 
tele coverage of the parleys. 

Had the West Side arena been 
picked, it was estimated that tem- 
porary structures costing between 
$200,000 and $250,000 would have 
had to be erected outside the Sta- 
dium to house tele equipment and 








Set Bankrellers’ Code 
Chicago, Nov. 13. 

Networks are expected to get 
ine go ahead from poiitical 
parties next week to start seek- 
ing bankrollers for radio and 
teievision caverapge of political 
conventions here next July. 
Revublican and Democratic na- 
tionul chairmen ims week are 
putting the final okay on a 
code governing the type of 
sponsorship for ipcoming coa- 
claves. 

Code sets up a broad frame- 
work which any potential spon- 
sor of convention airings mus* 
fit, dealing with such mattes 
a: elfgible categoriet acd 
tength of blacbs. it was orsél- 
naity framea by fhe networke 
aud passed On to the perties 
for spproval Parties ere re- 


ist ~«* wienlénw -- b] ' 
taint ween ef ok 


rollers, Natienai Assu. of Radio 


and NAKND Freedom of iIn- 
Comianvtee chah- 
mer, p ehing #ite@ bre toasts. « 
Ss"¢ iy (uvrivoums dnd lesis- 
lating hails. Repert urged sta- 
tions to use own media tu bring 
judicial and legisistive micro- 
phone prohibitions te public’s 
attention, 





ne — 
to provide space for “side bzr” 
interviews. The South Side Am- 
phitheatre has a large assortment 
of space off the main floor that 
can Se used as TV “‘studias.” 
_it was estimated the tele epera- 
tion will need 16.410 equare feet si 
space to effectively pul on what’s 
being cescribed as the “biggest TV 
show in history.” With wll four 
networks planning extensive cov- 
erage, the politicos are estimating 
that 56,000,000 viewers will watch 
the proceedings. Lhe GOP con- 
venes July 7 and the Demos come 
in July 21. Each party will be in 
session a minimum of three days. 
Arthur M. Wirtz, owner of the 
Stadium, and William Prince, prexy 
of the Union Stockyards which 
owns the Amphitheatre, went all 
out to snag the conventions for 
their respective arenas. Fact tnat 
Wirtz, reportedly a hefty GOP con- 
tributor, lost out is seen as an in- 
dication of the politicos’ awareness 
of the weight television will have 
in “winning friends and influencing 
voters” before the Novemher ha- 
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to satisfy anybody’s after-dinner 
script. 

Jesse Block, chairman of the ar- 
rangements committee, which is 
slang for taking on the big load 
(and Benny saluted him publicly 
for it), opened’ up with the ob- 
servation that he felt “like I’m do- 
ing a single to customers in mink 
boxes.” 

Introducing the Friars’ abbott, 
Milton Berle, he observed that, 
“twenty years in radio Is like doing 
one TV show.” (The occasion was 
in celebration of Benny’s 20th radio 
anni; the real function was to raise 
some loot for the Friars.) Berie 
continued, “Benny was the first one 
to have a birthday printed by Nick 
Kenny .. . this looks like the 
Yankee Stadium with mink bases. 
... Mayor Impellitteri has to make 
a quick speech—his plane is dou- 
ble-parked. . . . This is an audition 
and I don’t know it.” 

Ridgway’s Tribute 

George Jessel: “Milton Berle in- 
troducing Jessel is like Winchell 
giving an orchid to Ed Sullivan.... 
It’s-a pleasure not to be telling lie 
after lie and throwing orchids at 
the faces of some men who should 
be covered with sour-cream.” 
Whereupon he read two tele- 
graphed salutes, first from Generai 
Matthew Ridgway on behalf of his 
battle-front troops in Korea, and 
the other “from a piano player, 
Harry Truman.” 

In introducing Bernard Baruch 
who, somehow had stepped on a 
Vine, Jessel salaamea, “Because 
you've saved this country many 
times I forgive you for killing this 
one joke.” In introducing Mayor 
Impellitteri, Jessel zinged, “I'll 
now give you the first citizen of 
this city, and other comedians.” 
The mayor took it in stride, and 
Jessel ad libbed, “This is a line 
from ‘David and Bathsheba’.” 

The mayor was deadpan in his 
salute to actors “who time and time 
again give benefits for others, and 
I’m glad there is one so deserved 
for an actors’ organization.” Impel- 
litteri wished Benny well ‘‘at least 
for another 39 years.” 

Jessel’s crackerjack toastmaster- 
ing. for which he was severai tinies 
reprised as “the toastmaster-gen- 
eral ot the U. S.,” introduced CBS 
board chairman William S. Paley 
as “some are to show business born, 
and some shuouldn’t be born.” He 
observed that Paley fell into the 
former category. “His father tock 
him to see ‘Mrs. Wiggs of the Cab- 
bage Patch’ one day and from that 
cabbage patch came a cigar called 
LaPaiina, which his father munu- 
— ana thus he got into 1a-} 

io.” 

Paley observed “Benny can have | 
anything he ever wants ... because 
ai eny moment he is always heard 
by were people than any other per- 
son in the world” ‘quoting Nielsens 
and Hooperatings). In serious yet 
Yght vein he kus oan 
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enjoys ‘ntra-trade is something | 
feliow-showmen are not prone to/| 
it is reportorial 
to interject a repetitive | 
concern, as voiced all through the 
dinner by his  fellow-showfoik, 
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| breaking in in Philadelphia: i€ it’s 


funny on his own shows.” 

The true Allen wit came through 
a jet propulsion. Almost evcry line 
rang the bell. The boffolas were 
Suave, pungent, affectionate. “If 
Adam had been a chorus boy! 
there'd be mo human race,” he 
teed off. “And if the guest-of-honor 
is seen sitting up then we al! know 
it's not a funeral... . This is a big 
week sociaily for Sinatr., who is 





OK he'll bring it to Broadway.” 


days in vandeville, ‘one date in| 
Centralia, IL, that is, a suburb of 


back in the woods that the man-’ 


off in hon@w. Jack Benny was 
next-to-closing on a two-act biil 
The theatre was so far back in the 
woods that Field & Stream (no*t 
VARIETY) reviewed the act... 
when Benny played you felt thet 
the violin bow belonged back in 
the cat... . he was the first sailor 
to get seasick in a Naval recrvit- 
ing office ‘referring to his World 
War I servjce). In fact to this day 
he gets seasick whenever he 1°es 





Friars’ Benny Fete 


Continue1 from page 2 


Recalling doti: their struggling } 


druff for resin . . . By the wa 

get no laughs in TV, so I’m glad . 

> ed — — now, if it's 
e expense of o 

honor.” oe we 
Jessel Floored 

Jessel couldn’t top. All he said 
was, “My notes here say, ‘Say many 
humorous things,’ but astute show- 
man that I am I’ll now recite the 
Gettysburg Address.” Jessel de- 
livered a great personal tribute to 
Allen. 

The Governor of Illinois, Adlai 
E. Stevenson, came on in a spot 
which they shouldn’t give to a 
leopard but he was no No. 2 act 
even in this fast company. After 
opening up with, “I told Allen we 
should have exchanged manu- 
scripts” he humorously but point- 
edly saluted Benny for his clean 
humor, for his artistry, for his Sun- 
day night fun which makes this 
part of the world the place we all 
want to live it,” ete. 

George Burns, who just flew in 
for the dinner—Gracie Allen re- 
mained behind in Hollywood—is 
notoriously Benny’s personal fave. 
He’s a comedian’s comedian, and 
Burns was unsubtle in exposing 
Benny’s pushover foibles as it’s re- 
nowned in the Hillcrest-Friars-Rev- 
hills houseparty set that Burns has 
just to shake his pinky and Benny 
falls over. He illustrated the 
humorous hex he holds in the 
g. of h. with a glass of water, a 
match, and other intimate byplay. 

Jessel resumed. spotlighting 
ernard Baruch’s park-bench pen- 
chant by observing, “I have an un- 
cle who’s been sitting in Mount 
Morris Park and not only he ain’t 
no philosopher but he’s been ar- 
rested 20 times for annoying the 
squirrels.” In finally introducing 
Benny, he saluted him as a good 
editor of his humor, a good hus- 
band, a good father. 

Benny's thank-you observed that, 
“at $35 a plate I only expected An- 
thony B. Farrell and the ‘Mad 
Woman of Chaillot’ to turn out, 
and when they told rre of the tap 
1 got that lost feeling as if you 
left your script in Berle’s dressing 
room.” Benny then tizanked Clau- 
dette Colbert for coming all the 
Way irem Ticilywood as did Jessel, 
Mrs. Danny Kave and George 
Burns; and Val Parnell tot the 
Pailadium! who flew over express- 
ly from tLeneon. He kudosced 
Jesse Block's artiring ani “quite 
patently very  successfiul - hard 


; work.” He saluted “that ex-juggler 


Fred Alien . . . 29 man could sus- 
tain his humor, :aaybe the late Wiil 
Rogers, but maybe :.ot even Milton 
erie.” He saluted his wife, Mary 
Livingstone; Irving Mansfield of 


| CBS: Paley, of course; Paul Hahn 


ef American Tobacco: his company 
and his Iongtime staf cf writers 
for their uns-lishnaees ‘“they don’t 
care whose lines get the laughs so 
long as we get ’em”™)—“all must 
share jn ‘this niaht a 
irving Berlin so well put it ‘There s 


hiAnccn> 


an Ed Sustivan radio show. 

The ‘ciars did a smart thing in 
sc2¥er she dinner at $2C, £25 and 
f55 us one means ef circunivcating 
squawks about “lezation’ of 
tables: top-priced tables nearer the 
dais, ¢. course. Each ticket indi- 
vated $14 for the dinner, and the 
differenti#i as “donation” fo the 
Fria’s Furd, which is a common 
practise. An unsmart thing was a 
$3 sisccharge on the spirits list, per 
bottle and 15c, additional, per sin- 
gle drink (cocktail or highbail), as 
an additional ineome souree to 
tae club. The Waldorf protested 
itself against the squawks, which 
were fet unsulaic. irom an other- 
wise free-spending bunch, by 
placarding plainly that these sur- 
charge fees were the Friars Clut's 
idea. A souvenir journal with by- 
\ine pieces and a VaRiETY caval- 
cade of Jack Bennyiana through 


ala, Lil. ‘the years ivaude, pix, legit, radio, 
Centralia, iii, stands out in my/{ TV), in the form of reviews, was an 
memory. The theatre was so far! additional souvenir of the event. 


The $56,000, of 


ager was a bear. He paid the acts/ which $17,000 came trom the sou- 
ournal, 


venir j 


N. ¥. Tent’s Dance Nov. 29 

New York's Variety Club reports 
that it has gathered more than 
$10,000 worth of merchandise, in- 
cluding three automobiles, for 
awards and door prizes at its car- 
nival-bazaar slated for Nov. 29 on 
Hotel Astor Roof. Proceeds go t0 
laid the needy in every branch of 
show biz. 
Astor shindig will include side- 








the Yacht Club Boys thires 


shows end wheels. Enoch Light 


‘fot so bad he was using his dat | band will provide music. 


| 
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An eyeful...an earful... 


am armful of the BIG TOWN! 














a mali len lor by 


\ 


Grab your gall Grab your guy! Grab yourself 


two tickets to the Broadway hit that's got everything! 
Torchy songs... sizzling dances... high-voltage loving... 


and a laugh for every light on the Great White Wey! 
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BARBARA LAWRENCE= BOB CROSBY THE CHARLIVELS. 


36,522,738 HOMES REACHED BY FOUR-COLOR NAT'L. ADS! Full pages in Sat. Eve. Post, Look, Collier’s...Cosmopolitan, Redbook, Holiday... This 
Week and Parade Sunday magazines (62 cities)... Hit Porader, Song Hits, Popular Songs... Fan magazines and New Liberty (Canada)... total circulation 36,522,738. 





9 
ports 
than 
’ in- 
for 











car- 
9 on 
20 to 
‘h of 





side- 


Light 








20 PICTURES 


VARIETY 








Clips From 


oa aaa aaa aind 


NEW YORK 


Ernest Cotogna, 20th-Fox home- 
office publicity staffer, reports for 
Army induction Friday (i6). 

Three new branch manager as- 
signments were announced in N. 
last week Edward C. DeBerry, 
former Charlotte salesman for 
Paramount, was upped to head of 
Buffalo branch, replacing John 
Brown, transferred to Boston as a 
special rep. _ 

Leo Groentele., er 

an in N. Y., elevatec 
sane’ branch chief in Albany, 
succeeding Eugene Vogel, re- 
signed. Daniel R. Houlihan, for- 
merly with 20th-Fox, was ap- 
pointed Par's branch manager in 
Albany, replacing Edward Maloney, 
resigned. 


PHILADELPHIA 


Lou Davidoff is exhibitor chair- 


Universal sales- 
to com- 





man for Will Rogers Memorial 
Hospital Fund Christmas drive 
while Norman Silverman, RKO 
branch manager, 1S distributor 
*~hairman. 

ag, Bassone, U-I newsreel 
man on assignment here. has gene 


park to *ox Movietone News in its 
new theatre and TV tie-up with 
International News Service 

Vita LaMonica will conduct the 
Fox Theatre pit orch when that film 





Y.|arty pix. 


Film Row 


Vogue Theatre switching to for- 
eign and special releases. House 
was purchased by E. R. Golden, 
from W. D. Fulton. It has been a 
subsequent-run. Kimo Theatre, 
Dickinson circuit house, also plays 


LOS ANGELES 





Warners is reissuing “Captain 
Biood,” made 16 years ago. Errol 


Flynn and Olivia de Havilland are 
starred. 


Paramount is setting up about 
600 special advance showings of 
the Martin-Lewis starrer, “Sailor 
Beware,” for New Year’s Eve in 
key cities. 

Herbert J. Yates and James R. 
Grainger will attend world preem 
of Republic’s “Wild Blue Yonder” 
at Orpheum, Omaha, Nov. 29, as 
climax to a three-day celebration, 


“Omaha Salutes the Strategic Air 
Command.” 


BOSTON 


E. M. Loew Circuit moved its 
headquarters to the Huntingtor 
ive. buiidiag which houses the 
circuit’s Strand. 

Interstate Theatres will move 
into the offices vacated by Loew’s 
on Tremont St. 





deiuxer returns to stage presen- 


4atinsg 
tauviid. 


KANSAS CITY 

Properties of Theatre Enter- 
prises, Inc., in this area sold to 
R. KE. Davis and Lewis Higdon, 
both formerly with the circuit. 
They acquire 32 theatres in K in- 
sas, Missouri and Nebraska. New 
owners announced they will head- 
quaiter at Manhattan, Kans. Cir- 
cuit will be known as Mid-€ entral 
‘heatres, Inc. 
bag voenn of new films brought 
peak interest at 33d annual con- 
vention of Kansas Missouri Thea- 
tre Owners at Hotel President here 
last week. Officers named were 
C. K. Cook, Maryville, Mo., prexy; 
Don Burnett, Lerned, Kans., vee- 





pee; Glen Hall, >assville, Mo., sec- 
retary: Homer Strowig, Abilene, 
Kans., treasure Board now lists 


as directors, {ur Kansas, R. R. 
Biechele, J. KF. Vel.ong, H. B. Duer- 
ing, Ernest Block, Gordon Holiday, 
Marcus andau, and Dale Daniel- 
son, retirirg presideni; for Mis- 
souri, Elmer bills, Virgil Harbison, 
Jay Means, J. Leo Hayob, Frank 
Weary, Jr., Kenneth Winkelineyer 
and Lauren Turner. 

Town now has twe arty houses, 












THIS IS A BOOK? 


Yes, it’s: “As racy as Belmont, as 
sparkling as Tiffany's, as sturdy ag 
Marhattan's Vedciock, this remark- 
able book wil! tower ‘: the history 
of the American ‘Theatre.” 


--WALTER WINCHELL. 


$5 at all booksellers, or from 


HENRY HOLT & CO. 
257 Feurth Ave., N. ¥. 10 





BEAUTIFUL HOME 
2-story Monterey type house in 
Santa Anita Oaks, 4 bdrms., 6 
baths, maid's qtrs., swimming pool, 
carpeted thruout, beautiful family 
orchard, 1/3 acre. Principals only. 


BOX W. 14, DAILY VARIETY 





\combi division of Greater Boston 


Nathan Yamins, head of Yamins 
Circuit, appeintsd chairman of 
Combined Jewish Appeal for 1951. 
Larry Laskey has charge of pub- 
t licity for the drive. 


| 


| Ralph Snider Circuit reopened 
ithe Orient Palace, East Boston. It 
| will be under supervision of Irving 

Alexander. Theatre 
| facelifting while closed for several 
! months. 





CHICAGO 


underwent |! 





H. & E. Balaban eircuit joins 


Scheftel and Alfred Eurger 
joint operatorship of 


will function here as 


Rush _ St. 
Theatres, Inc., with O. 


Zeman as 


roll. 


City theatre’ tax 
reached $97,115 for October this 
year as against $105,432 for the 
same period last year. The 10- 
month take for the city is $945,769 











corporation secretary. \ at en 
Ridge theatre, just closed, will | Me,” Rice said, “that if I took this 
relight under the landlord’s bank- |step and made by reasons public, 
| 1 ee in yi 

“tione | Words, the banning of my own plays 
—— len the airwaves. That is a risk I am 
| prepared to run. I could not live 


same job in Des Moines. Young 
Pielow followed his father into the 
film business after service in the 
last war. 

Jack Ellstrom, 20th-Fox booker, 
resigned to go with Republic as 
sales rep in West Virginia terri- 
Wry; replaces Jack , re 


gned. 

New 250-seater at Greater Pitts- 
burgh Airport will be operated by 
Andy Chakeras, who has the eat- 
ing, parking and drinking conces- 
sions there. 

Jack Tiernan, who came here 
from Michigan just a few weeks 
ago to manage the Manos in Jean- 
nette, has resigned. Bernard H. 
Bucheit, Manos exec, is looking 
after house temporarily. 


| Continued from page 1 


a 
Elmer Rice 
ney, “for ‘clearance’ from the point 


of view of what is euphemistically 
called ‘public relations.’” Rice 
added: 


“What this means in effect is that 
Mr. Socolow conducts an inquiry 
into the alleged political opinions 
and activities of the actors and 
bases his acceptance or rejection 
upon his judgment of the propriety 
of their nolitics! bclieas.” 

Nixed on “Counsellor” 


Rice referred specifically to a 
casting problem for his “Counsel- 
Icr-at-Law,” slated for production 
on the Celanese show in the near 
future. fie said that the names of 
“several suitable and available ac- 
tors” he submitted were turned 
down by Stellar on the plea that 
they would not be cleared by El- 
lington, He said he later suggested 
another actor directly to Socolow, 
one that he himself considered 
“eminently suited te the role” but 
that Socolow would not clear him, 
admitting that his refusal was 
based “not upon artistic but upon 
‘public relations’ (that is, political) 
considerations.” Rice did not iden- 
tify the actor in question but em- 

















Telenews circuit toppers Herbert | Phasized that he had testified under 
in 

Carnegie | 

Theatre, art house. Balaban chain | 


oath before the House Un-Ameri- 
can Activities Committee that he 
is not and has never been a Com- 
munist. 


“It has been broadly hinted to 


happily with myself if I allowed 
economic considerations to deter 


as comparec with $1,106,900 for; me froin exposing an ugly blot 


like 1950 period. 


| Thestre joined Natinnai & 
, t t ——, weriditu afi 


\sus 5Oc. payable Dec. 1 as an ad- 


dition to its rezrlar 12°. melon for 
Huve-manth yorlud suded Now. 2, 


Gotlos circuit, shuttered last week 
leaving only the Ark still operating 
of the once potent chain. Circuit 
went into voluntary bankruptcy 
last spring, blaming inroads of TV 
ang Jackson Park decree. 


WASHINGTON 


Film theatres have asked the 
D. €. Board of Commissioners to 
remove the police regulation that 
two licensed operators must be on 
duty in projection beoths. The ex- 
hibitors say safety no Jonger re- 
quires two operators because of 
the new safety film and because of 
the safety features of the projec- 
tion booths and theztres as a 
whole. Theatremen sa, business 
has not been too vord and a 
ehasge in the regulation would 
help cut unnecessary overhead. 

Motion Picture Operators Union 
No. 224 is fighting the exhibitors 
and has asked to be heard by the 
D.. C, Commissioners. 


PITTSBURGH 


John Bennett left WB pew 
department to go with Aluminum 
Co. of America. Danny McKenna, 
head of poster department, upped 
Bennett’s old post. ‘ 

Joe Murdock, former Uniontown 
theatre man, appointed manager of 
Astor in Syracuse, N. Y., which 











Hollywood, Calif. 








was recently taken over by Bert 
Stearn, head of Cooperative Thea- 
tres, and a group of local asso- 
ciates. 

Lou Kaufman leased Metropoli- 
tan Theatre in the Bloomfield dis- 
trict to George Mandros, former 
manager of Capitol here. House 
has been operated by Lou Hanna 
for the past year. 

Ralph Pielow, Jr., son of Metro 
manager here, is now head of 20th- 
Fox exchange in Minneapolis, hav- 
ing been transferred there from 





‘Wondlawn, once ace house ut j 


| upon American life and an ugly 
A. M. Van Dyke, 29th-Fox sales ; 


head here, ailing in Michael Reese | 
vane amo hospital 


Wrint Tiaasis, catmanager of Ken! jow jy 


threat te American liberty.” 


Rice said his discussions wits 


“following 9° pesttes ! 


_ iu «ira 2 ¥ meIGS; the blacklist- 
| ing of actors and other personnel 
| because of ‘Leir alleged ‘subver- 
Stee’ polticus a siniens.” Ke charged 
that, “in the main, the persons af- 
fected are those whose names are 
listed in Red Caannels—a vicious 
publication that destroys characters 
and careers. by ineuendo and veiled 
accusation.” Socoiaw “admitted,” 
Rice added. that “he is under con- 
stant pressure from the authors of 
Red Channels and the publishers of 
Counterattack,”’ He declared: 


“This policy of blacklisting, of 
denial of employment, of condem- 
nation without evidence, has al- 
ready had drastic and even tragic 
effects upon the lives of men and 
women of great talent and integ- 
rity. Jean Muir, falsely accused of 
being a Communist sympathizer, 
was summarily dismissed from 4 
TV job over a year ago, and has 
been unable to find employment 
since. Fredric March and Florence 
Eldridge, falsely accused, were 
blacklisted for months and months, 
and had te bring a protracted and 


habilitate themselves, 

“Mady Christians, a fine artist 
and a fine liberal, loyal American 
citizen, has just succumbed to a 
cerebral hemorrhage, her death un- 
questionably hastened, if not ac- 
tually induced, by the false accusa- 
tions and relentless persecution to 
which she was subjected. Instances 
could be multiplied. Every day ar- 
tists are being denied employment, 


vestigations,’ called upon to ‘elear’ 
themselves of charges made by ir- 
responsible publicity-seekers and 
opportunistic patrioteers.” 

Rice has sent copies of his let- 
ter to Stellar to Actors Equity, 
Television Authority, American 
Federation of Radio Artists, Auth- 
ors League, Dramatists Guild and 
other talent and craft unions in the 





industry. 














« wuvanced him that Soco- | 


costly libel suit in order ta re-!i 


vilified, exposed to humiliating ‘in- d 
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Bing’s 2d Met Season 


Continued from page 1 


sons recruited from Broadway's 
legit). 

New faces mingled with old in 
the cast—Greek contralto Elena 
Nikolaidi making her first operatic 
appearance in N. Y. as Amneris, 
and Californian baritone George 
London bowing as Amonasro, while 
Mario Del Monaco became a perma- 
nent member of the company as| “To make opera a more integral 
Radames. Yugoslav soprano Zinka | part of contemporary life, opera it- 
Milanov was back after several sea- | self must advance with the times, 
sons as the Aida; Fausto Cleva con-|In America, the films and theatre 








three this season. We face the dis- 
advantage that ‘Aida,’ ‘Carmen’ 
and ‘Rigoletto’ are too well known, 
so that acceptance of any changes 
is made more difficult. ‘Cosi Fan 
Tutte’ hasn’t been done often: it 
was once very doubtful boxoffice. 


But I feel here that it might really 
be a hit. 





'ducted, and Zachary Solov made | have set standards of staging and 


his bow as choreographer. And | scenic design that have made opera 
Janet Collins, from last season’s|suffer by comparison. Television 
Broadway musical, “Out of This|has put more emphasis on the 
World,” was lead ballerina—the 

first Negro principal on the Met’s 
roster in its 67-year-old history. 


The flurry and excitement; the 
plush, mink and ermine; the brass, 
nobility and society—were all in 
attendance. And at a hiked tariff, 
with orchestra seats at $25 instead 
of the usual $7.50, and a box for | 
eight going at $450, boxoffice take 
was a cool $52.900, for the second 
lnigest vpening-nignht receipts in 
Met history. (Last year’s, at a $36 
top, hit $54,860). Added sweetmeat 
was the fact that, for the first time, 
the Met could keep the 20% it 
formerly gave to the Government 
in admissions tax, due to recent 
Congressiona! action. 

Fresh Pattern 

The fresh pattern of production 
and faces was in line with the in- 
vigorating, modern approach of 
Bing to opera, manifested from the 
start last season. Then Bing pre- 
cipitated a controversy with a 
streamlined, racy production of 
“Cavalleria Rusticana” and “Pag- 
liacci,” with the easing out of 


visual aspects. That’s why I turned 
to the theatre for help. My pro- 
ductions last year proved that there 
can be a successful marriage be- 
tween opera and theatre.” 













Detroit TV 
Continued from suce 4 o_o 
| attendance slipped 5% to 10% but 
the whole picture brought 
average figure again to 6%. 

With no tele outlets so far in 
Canada, there is little present peril 
for film receipts execert slong bur: 


der points. However, Main pointed 
out that, when the state-operated 
TV station starts here shortly, this 
will importantly affect Toronto's 
cinema boxoffice. 


He also warned fellow exhibs 
that the Canadian film industry 
must take strong steps to prevent 
the Canadian government from 
controlling public entertainment. 
He pointed out that the federal 
James Melton and Lauritz Mel- | 80vernment is already in the enter- 
chior, return of controversial Kirs-|tainment business with its State- 
ten Flagstad, and firing of Robert | Operated Canadian Broadcasting 
Merrill; hypoed interest with the | Corp. and the National Film Board. 
borrowing of Garson Kanin and | Main cautioned that the Canadian 
Margaret Webster from legit as|80vernment must not intrude on 
stagers, Maestro Eugene Ormandy | the film industry and that “pay 
from the Philadelphia Orchestra! #5 you see” is the picture indus- 
as conductor, and diva Maria Jer- | tty’s business whether the film was 
itza from retirement for a “}leder- | S€¢M On a theatre screen or a TV 
maus”; and brought off the great- | Screen. 
est popular success in Met annals! The new board of directors com- 
with the record-shattering revival | prises Morris Stein, Famous Play- 
of “Fledermaus.” ers (Can.), Toronto; Henry 5S. 

The new season isn’t likely to| Mandell, 20th-Fox, Toronto; 
prove as exciting, but it shapes up! William Summerville, Jr., B & F 
as intriguing enough, not only in ; Theatres Ltd., Toronto; Morris Ber- 
the breaking of trudition with the | lin, Somerset Theatre, Ottawa; Don 
Janet Collins pacting, but in other | Gauld, Odeon Thestres (Canada; 
ways 4s well, There seem to be | Ltd.; H. C. D. Main, Capitol, Listo- 
“sleepers” in some of the new tal-| Well; J. J. Mat lor’ 2 ouvies 
ent--in Ssimrena Tf csueden | retrona:; Anstis 








- 


the 








trom Vienna; In George Loner ARMIMOIOT, 3. Lg, mcaughiin, 
who etele ile | vienna Opera, | Espanola Theatre, Espanola; Lou 
and seems groomed for Merrill's | Rosefield, Westdale, Hamilten: and 
successor; in Nell Rankin, an@| Floyd Rumfwed, Kineta, Forest. 
others. 

There are four directors brought 
in from legit, in Miss Webster, 
Kanin, Tyrone Guthrie and Alfred 
Lunt. Although there will be no 
new operas, there will be four new 
productions, with “Rigoletto,” 
“Carmen” and “Cosi Fan Tutte” 
added to “Aida” in new dress and 
staging. The season will run 22 
straight weeks, two more than last 
year and one of the longest in 
recent times. 

Bing, who had his share of head- 
aches before last year’s preem, was 
still worried when interviewed be- 
fore Jast night’s (Tues.) opening. 
Last year he faced the mental haz- 
ard of being a new manager for the 
world’s foremost opera house, a 
pheavy Met deficit, twc new produc- 
ticns pl " 

planned for the season’s 
opening week, and the uncertainty 
= bane —— yg of 14 foreign 
ers delaye last-mi 
complications. . a 
‘New Lease on Life’ 
e. year, although the Met has 
ust been given tw financial wind- 
talls—with the completion of a i 


cial public drive for 750 

maintenance funds, oad ton aentie 
sion from the Government worth 
000 a year—and Bing has hur- 
on = ony year as manager, he 

» 4m not much 1] . 
“——. I was last year. er 
“We have a new lease 
it is true, with the tax Phe Hoong 
The certainty of the Met’s closing 
own has been avoided. We now 
rt fae within a manage- 
ge ast s , 
was $710,000), alth ge plc 


Jewell, 


Verserga lt 
were’ shy 


we ; 
; ae 


I. the Nepe Velley near 
San Francisco,nesiles Beaulieu” 
lovely vineyerd-estete of the 
deLetour femily. Pleasent-testirg, 
delicete BV wines are among 
the world's fine vintages. 
Pour for your next dinner guests 
BV Rresting, Cabernat Sewigron 
or Pinat Note 














ough if expenses RADIO CITY MUSIC , 
mee going up, the danger pe is Rockefeller Center a 
“But we h “AN AMERICAN IN PARIS” ¢ 
ducti e have to bring our pro- | $To the Music of GEORGE GERSHWIN? 
ao up to date. We must | {starring and introducing J 
gradually get rid of all the old| {GENEKELLY ® LESLIECARONY 
_ repertory, especially the Ver- Color by TECHNICOLOR z 
di repertory, doing them all anew plus A. L. Sees Presentation — 
in fresh dress. We are doing 
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The Ennds 


Something of a major crisis popped up in Winston-Salem, ‘N. C., 
last week, when the top echelon of the R. J. Reynolds Co. (Camel 
and Cavalier cigarets) sent an SOS to its agency, William Esty, and 
CBS, which in turn sent execs of both operations scurrying out of 


New York for a conference in the 


tobacco city. 


On behalf of its Cavalier cigaret product, Reynolds had nego- 
tiated a deal through the Esty agency to buy the TV version of Cy 


Howard's “My Friend Irma,” one 


of the properties eagerly antici- 


pated in trade circles and representing a time-talent outlay of ap- 


proximately $),500,000 a year. 


Everything was practically set for 


the launching of the show, with even the differences between CBS 


and Howard over producer credits 


virtually resolved. 


Then came the sudden call from Winston-Salem which, as of 


the moment, has washed out the whole deal. 


Someone in command 


suddenly recalled that the radio version of “Irma” is sponsored by 
Ennds—the deodorant that builds its whole case on eliminating 


“ugly cigaret breath.” 


Ironic part of the whole situation is that Ennds, wijich ¢2u rorce 
CBS to respect its contract on the radio “irma,” had been all set 
to sponsur “FBI In Peace and War,” when Columbia talked the 
deodorant people out of it and into “Irma” instead. 








TV Program Cost Chart Reveals 


Upped Costs; Unions Main Factor 


Pointing up the way television + 
production costs have mounted dur- 
ing the last year, VARIETY’s new 
compilation of weekly TV program 
costs reveals the average half-hour 
dramatic stanza up $2,500 to $4,000 
over budgets on the same programs 
last year. Variety and musical 
shows have not climbed so rapidly, 
but their costs, too, are higher th!: 
year. ‘ 

While some agency execs have 
blamed the nets for not keeping 
the lid on prices, network spokes- 
men claim the increase in budgets 
reflect mainly steady hikes in union 
wage scales and the usual escalator 
clauses in most program sales con- 
tracts. (Guest talent fees, too, have 
soared but chiefly only for top 
name acts, used on comparatively | 
few shows.) One web exec, in faci, ! 
claimed that union scales have 
climbed higher than the net’s es- 
calator clause, so that his outfit 
is actually making less money on 
programming now than it did last 
year when prices were lower. 

THistratiiee the amounting costs, | 

> acks . an One wr: 
the package price piel sact year 
was $8,500. Today the half-hour 
drama draws $12,000. Same hobls : 
true for the terae web's “Danger,” 
also a haii-hour dramatic entry. 

(Continued on page 38) 


Macy's Parade 
Up for TV Sale 


Macy's, N. Y., department store, 
which has become particularly show 
biz-conscious since the advent of 
Victor Ratner (ex-CBS) as promo- 
tion-advertising veepee, has desig- 
hated the William Morris agency 
to “package” the store's Thanksgiv- 
ing Day parade for TY sa!c. 

Parade represents an _ out-of- 
pocket outlay in excess of $50,000 
annually to Macy’s, and Ratner 
feels the store is entitled to the 
TV pickup coin. However, a legal 
question has been raised whether, 
even if a client will go for that 
kind of a rap, whether Macy’s can 
tit up the rig‘its+to a street scene. 

_Apart from the Morris-Macy’s 
tieup, NBC-TV is going ahead on 
its own and is pitching up a three- 
way Thanksgiving “package” deal 
to prospective clients for pickups 
of the Macy's parade in New York, 
the Gimbel’s parade in Philadel- 


phia and the J. R. Hudson store 
parade in Detroit. 


Hal Hough to WJZ-TV 
As Program Director 


Hal Hough, program director of 
WJBK, Detroit, (radio and tele), 
moves to N, Y. as program director 
of WJZ-TV on Monday (19). 

Hough, who has been with sev- 
eral midwest outlets, fills the spot 
vacated by Tames Pollak, who be- 
came midwest program chief of 
ABC-TV in Chi two months ago. 























Busy Littl NBC 


All the NBC executives now 
have private telephones to per- 
mit for direct calls from the 
outside. In recent months, the 
pressure on the switchboard 
operators has been such that 
too frequently important call- 
ers (including clients and 
agency execs) rave been get- 
ting busy signs. 

As a meas of taking the 
load off tz switchboard; all 
execs car now be reached di- 
rect (as,uming you can get the 
numbe.:). 


Morency Group's 
7-Point ‘Beware 


- 
Diets, Vs. Fl cus 








The Ariates Committee which 
developed at the National Assn. of 
Radio & TV Broadcasters Chi con- 
vention last spring issued a critique 
of the new NBC blueprint last 
week. AC hit the web’s proposed 
revamp on the question of rate re- 
adjustments, the breaking down of 
basic networks, sale of time on ir- 
regular schedules and entrance of 
chains into the spot broadcasting 
field. 

The committee, headed by Paul 
W. Morency, veepee-geheral man- 
ager of WTIC, Hartford, indicated 
that its criticism is directed not 
only at NBC but also at other webs 
which put forward similar princi- 
ples. AC’s statement embodied 
these points: 

(1) Rates should be based on 
AM’s actual circulation values, mar- 
ket by market, and not on what 
some other medium is doing. 

(2) No arbitrary formula can ef- 
fectively measure the values of 
hundreds of stations each operat- 
ing under individual conditicns. 

(3) TV's effect on AM in any 

(Continued on page 38) 


Goodyear Tire to Test 
‘Greatest Story’ on TV 


Goodyear Tire will experiment 
with a televersion of “Greatest 
Story Ever Told,” airer which has 
been on ABC radio for six years, 
via two special programs on ABC- 





$1,700,000 FOR 
\HR,SCARES EN 


NBC, which only four months ago 
raised its television rates to adver- 
tisers from $14,760 per half-hour 
to $18,690, is currently engaged in 
| reappraising its TV rate structure. 

It's understood that on Jan. 1, °52, 

the cost per half-hour will go to 
$23,000 for the use of the intercon- 
nected network facilities of 36 
cities. That's for time alone and 
exclusive of program costs. This 
calls far an adGditivonal average of 
$10,000 or more weekly. 

Thus the $23,000 will more than 
double the approximate $11.000 
peak cost per half-hour for net- 





=*/work radio time, even though the 


| AM facilities blanket the entire 
; country with its 170-station pickup. 
| The projected TV rate like 
throws iniu snarp focus the ever- 
| mounting costs of putting a video 
| Show on the air. Slightly more than 
|two years ago (based on NBC’s TV 
lrate card No. 1 for June 1, °49), 
it only cost $4,200 per half-hour, 
but there were only 19 stations on 
the interconnected network (as 
contrasted with the present 36), 
and there were considerably less 
than half the present 14,000,000 
TV sets in circulation. 

At the rate of $23,000 per half- 
hour, it will cost a sponsor $900,000 
ior a 39-week TV ride on the inter- 
connected network and $1,200,000 
on a 52-week basis. That's for time 
alone. With TV program costs also 
Spiraling to the degree where a 
$10,000 weekly  talent-production 
nut is on the modest side today, it 
will thus cost an advertiser about 
$1,300,000 time-and-talent for a 30- 
minute show on a 39-week basis 
| and $1,700,000 on a year-round 
sponsorship basis. 

Pricing Self Out? 

Just how the advertisers will em- 
brace the additional time tariff, is 
‘something else again. Too manv 
| are already bemesning ine tact that 

/ is pricing itself of beet 
pa ath sod eee ee that 
many Chents around with that kind 

of coin ta splurge, 





TV's tested powers as an ad me- 
dium and its unprecedented impact 
on the consumer. 

Even in an economy that sees 
nothing unusual in _ allocating 
more for advertising a pack of 
cigarets or a cake of soap than the 
actual manufacturing cost of the 
article itself, clients and agencies 
contend the saturation point has 
already been reached. The con- 
stantly expanding budgets, they ar- 
gue, must of necessity take their 
toll in forcing them out of the 
medium. 

Already, it’s argued, many of the 
so-called in-between spenders, with 
modest annual budgets, are reap- 
| praising the claims they’ve staked 
|in the TV medium because of the 
|mounting costs. Some agencies 
iventure the prediction that TV’s 
| Saneneenty into such stratospheric 
'elements as $1,700,000 per half- 
hour must inevitably invite a re- 
treat which will bring in its wake 
open time. 


HAZEL BISHOP ANKLING 
NBC-TV WED. EVE SLOT 


Hazel Bishop lipstick is pulling 
‘out of the Wednesday 10:30 p.m. 
\fime period on NBC-TV, due to 
' bankroller dissatisfaction with the 
, slot. Since the web is unable to 
| offer a more attractive position, the 


| 
' 


|sponsor is bowing out after the 

















Waiting His Turn 

CBS board chairman William 
S Paley, whose “straight man” 
delivery proved one of the sur- 
prises on the web's Jack Benny 
situation-comedy salute last 
Friday night (9), was compli- 
mented after the broadcast by 
producer-director Irving Mans- 
field. “Everybo¢y thought you 
were greai,”’ said Mausfield, 
“and we'll probably want to 
use you again.” 

“But,” added Mansfield, 
“don't call us. We'll call you.” 





Kukla Frowns 





Trim to 15 Mins. 


Chicago, Nov. 13. 

Peace reigns on the “K.ukla, Fran 
and Ollie” front this week after 
a series of high level confabs be- 
tween NBC and “KFO” producer 
| Beulah Zachary, which resolved the 
| hot friction between the two groups 
| resulting from the web’s move to 
;cut the show to 15 minutes. After 
|expressing indignation over the 
way NBC handled the proposed 
cutback, Miss Zachary, who handles 
| business negotiations for “KFO" 
,creator Burr Tillstrom, consented 
| to the airtime reduction. 
| Show goes 15 minutes probably 
the second week in December, oc- 
cupying the 6 to 6:15 (CST) slot. 
Lif mag drops the show Dec. 6, 
‘leaving three open days on tne 
| strip. Procter & Gamble bows vut 
lof the Tuesday and Thursday pro- 
grams Nov 9% Wat. ~-.,.-- 
‘te eeweerty I peddling the show as 
a quarter-heus bundle end possibly 
{in- ¥esnalning sponsors, RCA and 





day ride. Price remains essentially 
the same, with Tillstrom getting 
the same $19,000 for five weekly 
shows. 

Fireworks started sputtering last 
week when Tillstrom first learned 
of NBC's plans in roundabout fash- 
ion. First inkling the “KFO” con- 
tingent had of the cutback came 
via a routine phone conversation 
with Walter Damm, manager of 
WTMJ, Milwaukee, who read Till- 
strom an NBC telegram announcing 
plans to cut “KFO” in half to pro- 
gram a new show identified only 
as having “better audience appeal.” 
eaten is mentioned for that 
slot. 


REYNOLDS METAL BUYS 
TOSCANINI SIMULCAST 


Reynolds Metal Co., which has 
been tossing a lot of business in 
NBC's direction recently, this week 
pacted to sponsor the next simul- 
cast of Arturo Toscanini and the 
NBC Symphony, earmarked for 
Dec. 29. First simuicast, two weeks 
ago, was unsponsored., 

Reynolds outfit last week signed 
to pick up the half-hour segment 
of the “Kate Smith Evening Hour” 
vacated by Congoleum-Nairn, giv- 
ing it weekly representation. 


Boca Festivities Set 


The social-entertainment aspects 








AtNBC,But Okays 


vin Mttle | 


|\this season. The veteran comic 
| who, after 20 years as a major net- 
| work personality is still top man in 
ithe Nielsen & Hooper rating sweep- 
| stakes, plans to check off AM while 
jhe is still ahead. Benny says it 
| isn’t positive as of the moment, 
| but if the next couple of television 
{shows for Lucky Strike mect wiib 
j bine same criticai kudos as his last 
time up, and he’s convinced that 
| he’s found the right TV formula, 
then the comedian, come next sea- 
| son, will devote full time to video. 
| ‘Phat, too, will mean the end of the 
| traditional Benny stock company 
land characterizations that served 
| him over the years, but which 
| Benny now feels, is strictly foi 
|“‘sound only.” Oddly enough, 
| Benny, in his initial excursions into 
TV last season, was opposed to 
transferring his radio formula into 
video and wanted to plunge imme- 
| diately into the leisurely-paced “in 
|}one” type cf portrayal (a throw- 
| back to his ex-vaude days) that 
made him such a resounding click 
last week. “But everybody talked 
|me out of it then, with the result 
_that even I was confused and un- 
| certain.” 
This Is It 
But Benny's now convinced that 
\ “this is it.” In fact, he’s rarin’ for 
‘a week-in-week-out TV exposure, 
; preferably on Sunday nights, and 
‘on a half-hour basis. That's why 
ihe may decide to forget radio and 
| move exclusively into the new me- 
| dium. Possibly an alternate-week 
|show would be effective, too, 
| Benny thinks, but unless there’s a 
strong entry as the alternate week 
attraction, he considers it a hazard. 
And with the relaxed, infermal 
'forroula he’s evolved, sans super- 
production techniques, he's equatiy 
convinced that i'll be easy to take 
and digest an « wanti.y wasis. 

By the same token, the fact that 
,the show can now originate from 
| the Coast, thus eliminating the 
| hectic rushing to New York and 





regardless Of! Nabisco, may double their single | the attendant “making a produc- 


(Continued on page 40) 


Jack Benny: 13.9; 
Big Show’: 39 


| . The advance Nielsens on the ini- 
tial ratings on Jack Benny vs. 
| NBC's “The Big Show” are ip-—- 
_and it’s Benny in the leadoff of the 
| Top 10 with a 13.9, as against “Big 
Show’s” 39 for the opposite- 
, Benny 7 to 7:30 time segment. 
However, computed on »roegram 
“average audience” rating basis, 
Benny hit 11.3. 

Singe Nielsen is still five-six 
weeks behind on breaking down 
his national radio ratings, the trade 
| until now had no way of sizing up 
this season’s version of the com- 
aia Benny vs. “Big Show” bat- 
tle. 
| Nielsen rating is for Sept. 36. 
That's the day “Big Show” re- 
| turned to the NBC airlanes—with 
, its taped playback of the widely- 
| ballied London-origination pro- 
' gram. 
| Computed on an average audi- 
ence rating basis of minute-by- 
minute breakdown, the system used 
when it involved sustainers, as in 
the case of the 7 to 7:30 segment 
of “Big Show,” Benny came off 














TV. Video edition will go into the | Nov. 28 telecast of the Freddy Mar- 
bankroller’s “Paul Whiteman | tin show. 


Show” (Sundays at 7 p. m.) on; NBC is peddling the Martin se- 
Nov. 25 and Dec. 23. | ries, which ran around 17.0 to 18.0 
Tele treatment of “Greatest” is| rating, and is on the prowl for a 
being lensed on location, with the new backer for the slot. The chain 
first vidpic having been done at | had originally tried to ink the Con- 
Armonk, N. Y., and the second be- | goleum-Nairn “Garroway At Large” 
ing shot on Long Island. Sponsor | show for the late Wednesday period. 
will mull results of the two trial | after it decided that the new Red 
films and may do a TV edition of | Skelton series would be a bigger 
“Greatest” On a regular basis. As audience lure in Dave Garroway’s 
in the radio show, no acting credits former 10 p.m. Sunday position. 
will be given, to fit in with the Congoleum turned down the prof- 
religioso theme. fered slot, which Hazel Bishop then 
Agency is Kudner. picked up and is now exiting. 





of the NBC convention, to be held | With 11.3, as against “Big Show's” 
at Boca Raton, Fla., starting Tues- 2-9: The NBC star-studded extrav- 
day, Nov. 27, which will attract a | 2%22a hit a 5.4 Nielsen rating for 
network-affiliate representation of ‘he 7:30 to 8 slot, as opposed to 
approximately 400, were blue- Amos ’n Andy's 11.9. For 6:30 to 
printed this week. | 7, “Big Show,” on an average 
On the opening night (27), there audience-rating basis, hit 3.9, as 
will be a formal dance. The follow- | 0PPosed to “My Friend Irma’s” 6.2 
ing night will be highlighted by a_| "ating. : 
water ballet, topped by Buster| Last season “Big Show” hovered 
Crabbe. On Thursday night Sid | around at 5.0, 6.0 and 7.0 Nielsens 
Caesar and Imogene Coca will head in a vain attempt to hack away at 
up an entertainment program, and| Benny's leadoff position. With 
for the climactic banquet on Fri-| “Big Show” representing a weekly 
day negotiations are now on for , $35,000 splurge, it created one of 
the appearance of Dean Martin and | the more lively running controver- 
Jerry Lewis to top the bill. sies of the '50-’51 season. 











CUES NEW FEARS» 


Benny May Quit Radio at Season's 
End, Now That He’s Found TV Formula 


* Jack Benny may quit radio after 
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Networks Fear Open Season For 
Lawsuits; No More Blanket Policies 


The Massachusetts Bonding Co.¢ 


has notified the major television 
networks that henceforth there 
will be no more blanket policies 
issued protecting the webs against | 
suits involving copyright, defama- 
tion, plagiarism or other such liti- 
gations. 

Hereafter, it’s a case of every 
show being on its own, with the 
networks obliged to insure each 
program individually. Blanket 
policies indemnifying the webs 
against lawsuits had been negoti- 
ated with Massachusetts Bonding 
by CBS, NBC and ABC, but the 
insurance outfit has notified the 
networks that from here on in oy 
individual programs will be con- 
sidered. 


The Massachusetts company took 
the action because of the mounting 
number of claims that had been 
piling up over the past year. The 
company took the rap on a $35,000 
award against CBS in an action 


fied on the Coast last year, and 


more recently shelled out some | 


coin in an action instituted against 
ABC. Majority of the claims, in- 
cidentally, have had their origin 
on the Coast. 

Usually, in cases of agency- 
imspired shows, the client indemni- 
fies the web against possible law- 
suits. But in all instances of net- 
work sustaining shows and web- 
built properties, the networks are 
cuirentiy out on a limb, with no 
protection in the event that actions 
are instituted, with a _ resultant 
fear that it may invite an “open 
season” on litigations. 

In addition to Massachusetts 
Bonding, Lloyds of London writes 
some of the policies on individual 
network shows. 


Cleve. Radio, TV In 





Adams Family Pitches in To 
Air Program From Home 
As Flu Hits Mpls. Gabber 


Minneapolis, Nov. 13. 
When Cedric Adams, WCCO 
personality, was suddenly taken ill 
15 minutes before a noon news- 
cast from his home Sunday, he 
San Francisco, Nov. 13. put his family to work. His wife 
Gayle V. Grubb, general manager | and 15- and 13-year-old sons took 
of KGO and KGO-TV has been | over, international and national 
elected a veepee of ABC, it was an- | news being read by one son, local 
nounced here by prexy Robert E. | news by another, and Mrs. Adams 
Kintner. | announcing and reading the com- 
Grubb joinea ABC in Sept., 1945, | mercials. 
as manager of KGO and served as It was the first time in Adams’ 


manager of KGO-TV since the sta- | i5 years of broadcasting that his 
| cluding teletype machines. The two 

Ti him. 

| WOR-Yankee 1? | —_ 





Gayle Grubb a V_P. 











1949 | him. On Sundavs * broadcasts ¢ 
ar irectiy from iis home where he 
1$ 9 
way 44 500 000 
Mi S 9 3 a ea 
| away at school, have joined their 
| dad on several occasions for bread- 
| f St k In | casts and thus have had some ex- 
0 ) 0c perience. Adams has recovered 


|has all necessary equipment, in- 
from the flu attack which bedded 








tion commenced telecasting in May, | family ever had to pinchhit for 
'boys and another 18-year-old son, 
—= ww Ww HB BUS | 


| 
is | 
sagt mag. co, wit et -/Croshy Co. Unveils 


assets plus a 10% stock interest { 
in the merger of Macy’s radio and 

television holdings (WOR and @- é 
|WOR-TV. N. Y., plus an 18% stock 

the General Tire & Rubber brovad- Hollywood, Nov. 13. 

| cast holdings (Yankee and Don Lee Bing Crosby Enterprises appar- | 
| networks). Details of the proposed |ently jumped the gun on RCA 
| merger were unfolded by Jack I.| yesterday (Mon.) by unveiling its | 
| Strauss, prexy of the N. Y. depart-|new magnetic tape recorder, which 
| ment store, at a stockholders meet-|transcribes sight and sound simul- 
‘ing in Gotham yesterday (Tues.).| taneously off the face of a tele- 
‘Stockholders approved the deal. vision screen. 

General Tire will hold 90% of Use of magnetic tape to replace 
the stock in the new company. In| film in kinescope recordings was 
addition to the $4,500,000 and stock, | one of the three “gifts” Brig. Gen. | 
| Macy’s will continue to own oper-| David Sarnoff, RCA board chair- 
|ating property and equipment at; man, asked his engineers to de- 
\the new WOR-TV studios and the | velop for him within the next five 
|/two WOR transmitter sites, leasing | years. Sarnoff made the request 
\them to the merged outfit. Lease | last month, when he was feted on 
includes purchase options, starting| the occasion of his 45th annt in 


Abe) 


interest in the Mutual web) with 




















Wednesday, November 14, 1951 


TV Drama Calendar 


(Nov. 1424) 

Following is the lineup of hour-long dramatic shows on the four 

major TV networks during the next 10 days. ; 
NOV. 14 

Kraft TV Theatre (NBC—9 to 10 p.m.). “Never Be the Same,” 
by Peter Martin. With Howard Freeman, Dan Morgan, Jean Adair 
and Christine White. 

Celanese Theatre (ABC—10 to 11 p.m.). “Old Acquaintance,” 
by John van Druten. With Ruth Chatterton, Edna Best. 

NOV. 16 

Schlitz Playhouse of Stars ‘(CBS—-9 to 10 p.m.). “The Memoirs 

of Aimee Durant,” by Thomas W. Phipps. With Diana Lynn. 
NOV, 18 

Philco TV Playhouse (‘NBC—9 to 10 p.m.). “A Little Night 
Music,” by Mary Jane Ward, adapted by David Shaw. With Paul 
McGrath, Neva Patterson. 

NOV. 19 

Robert Morteomes,’s Licky Strike Theatre ‘(NBC—9:30 to 10:30 
p.m.), ‘fhe Kimballs,” by Mitchell Wilsen, adapted by Agnes Eck- 
harat. With Boris Karloff, Vanessa Brown. 

Studio One ‘CBS—10 to 11 p.m.). “The King in Yellow,” by 
Raymond Chandler, adapted by Betty Loring. With Carol Bruce, 
Jack Palance, Leonard Sues, Jack Lambert. 

Nov. 20 

Cosmopolitan Theatre. ‘DuMont—9 to 10 p.m.). “The Tourist,” 
by Richard Stern, adapted by Charles O'Neill. With Jehn iioyt, 
John Boruff, Peggy Allenby. 

wov. 21 

Kraft TV Facatre (NBC—9 to !@ pm) “Sear Brutus,” by Sir 
James M. darrie, adapted by Ed Rice. With Faith Brock, Joan 
Wetmore, Joseph Anthony, Tom McElheny. 

NOY, 23 

Schlitz Playhouse of Stars (CHS—9 tc 10 p.m.}. “One Is a Lone- 
some Nurpber,” by William Manners, adapted by Max Shoub. With 
Edmond O’Brien, June Lockhart. 
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Canada Parliamentary Group Set To 


Probe CBC Operations & Fmance 





9:55-10 slet on ARC’s 


Terento, Noy, 13. 
Sanka’s ABC Capsule 


A special radio cornamission of 2¢€ 

members of parliament, with a!) po- 

Rigel te: litical parties represented, will be 

Sanka coffee is signing for the appointed by the federal govern- 

Friday | ment to investigate all aspects of 

night lineup and reportedly will| the financing and operating of the 
insert a news or sports resume! Canadian Broadcaatine ~*~... 

show. Bankroller wanis the time asticn, Drought about by onnect 

period, which follows “'"". “io.ti-\ | tion leaders. Seaw"nmmediately fol- 


A teeny 
ry e 


Ol h-7 ane wales Sieerrewed announcement of the Liberal 
at $4,600,000 and reducing progres-| radio Tow far the RCA labs have | cosueicn 2 Loaner sper’ plugs. | pa 


sively over the 28-year term of the | progressed, in devalass 


sys- 

E - 1 ivase, Macy's will also get cash. fou, if hasn't been divulged, but the 

ectioil ia. aut sale of WQie-rado and recording Crosby unit was demonstrated here 
TU Le eehiLaer tee eqiiipment to the new firm. Strauss 


Cleveland, Nov. 13. 

In what was called “ward-heel 
tactics,” several radio and tele- 
vision stations found themselves 
unable to put direct lines into Dem- 
ocratic headquarters election night. 
Left out were WTAM, WNBK, 
WJMO, WGAR and WHK. 


said that substantial capital gains 
| will result from the merger trans- 
actions, amounting to $1.50 per 
share on Macy stock, after taxes. 

Macy’s and General Tire intend 
to file with FCC, which must ap- 
prove the transaction before it goes 
| through, in a couple of days. 








The freeze-out came, according 


wie Seat cet, MUTUAL BILLINGS UP. 
JOHNSON’S WAX ADDED 


grant the Democratic party credit 
for broadcasting. They demanded 
cash in advance. In the past 10| The Mutual network, which re- 
years that I've been with the finan- | ports a billings gain of 9° for the 
cial side of the party we've always | first 10 months of 1951 over the 
paid our bills. I could not see why | same period last year, will start 
we had to pay in advance.” | 1952 with a sizable chunk of new 
Until election day, only WERE | »iz from Johnson's wax. Bankroller 
had been permitted to put lines | Will sponsor 25 minutes of news a 
into the party headquarters. Head | [ay five times a week and 20 min- 
of. WERE is Ray T. Miller, Demo- | Utes of newscasts on Saturday, 
cratic party chairman’for the coun- | Starting in January. ‘ 
ty. Election results were sponsored | Juinson’s is backing three five- 
trom WERE by the Bank of Ohio, ™imute news summaries and one 
One stockholder taking exception ' gy oe Ps go = a 
to the party's freeze-out ruling w¥ cat ren ee ee 
Mayor Thomas A. Burke, Democran. ~ 4° 29S: Sponsor is spreading its 
Seeking reelection. The mayor has originations geographically, with 
five shares in the station. Notified be gg Rage FB ~ fsa = 
of the party’s freeze-out rule, the | with Les Nichols nd the third 
mayor called the stations and in- | ¢ the Coast ith Ss “a nk 
vited them to his home to either | Beak Ape Be ore 
broadcast or to telecast. Baukhage will handle the 10-min- 
Stations puinted out it had al- = show from Wasiiington. Agen- 
ways been their policy to demand + eee * yy st 
payment in advance from political | 10 m Fae a a Ee 14 
candidates except when those can-| 620 652. s 0 di Ra are $14,- 
didates were represented by an ac- Adolf N volt, a < he peesond 
credited advertising agency. The f "aekeinae : l a hy ty 
Demoeratie party handled its own Which in 14600 nboCe tee een 
time-buying program. bs rors 7 7 shove last your's 
Several stations protested the. — oa 
freeze-out, saying they had never 


b hed b > | 
time. Informed Bf thin’ fart3,£° Metro Hoopla Cues ABC 


headquarters did an apparent ‘Quo Vadis’ Radio Bid 


about-face and permitted those sta- 
Attempting to cash in on the 


tions to put in lines. The stations | 
were WEWS, Www, and WXEL. hoopla for Metro’s pic extrava- 
,ganza, “Quo Vadis,” ABC is work- 


. |ing with Sy Fischer of the Frank 
MBS Brace of 1-Shots _Cooper office on a half-hour radio 
Mutual is picking up coin for stanza based on the original novel. 

two one-shots. Gillette is sponsor- Series would be a mystery-adven- 

ing the Army-Navy grid game for ture set in Roman times, inspired 
the fifth straight year on Dec. 1 by rather than based on the tome. 
from 1:15 p. m. to conclusion, from; ABC program veepee Leonard 

Philly’s Municipal Stadium. Agen-| Reeg would have the production 

cy is Maxon. ‘unit that works on “Greatest Story 
Phillips Petroleum will back a Ever Told” handle the AM edition 

one-time airer, originating from of “Vadis.” He feels that the 
the Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y., on Nov. | “Greatest Story” staff can give real- 

28, in the 9:30-10 p. m. slot. Agen-|ity to a program set in the Third 

cy is Lambert & Feasley. Century. 
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with comparatively good results. 

Unit was perfected after two 
years’ research by John Mullin, 
chief engineer of the electronics di- 
vision of Crosby Enterprises, and 
his chief aide, Wayne Johnson. 
Tney claim the recording ribbon 
will sell for one-tenth the price of 
film. Yesterday’s demonstration 
was viewed by reps of newsreel 
outfits which sell to TV. Producers 
of teleshows are being briefed on 
the benefits of using the system at 
rehearsals to preview their own 
programs before airing. 

Minnesota Mining, manufactur- 

ers of Ampex Tape, in which 
Crosby is financially-interested, has 
been experimenting for years on 
magnetic tape for TV, which would 
take images off the tube. So far no 
date has been announced for com- 
mercial use of the system. 
Crosby Enterprises will distribute 
but uot manufacture the tape re- 
corder, which reputedly will also 
transcribe show in color. Mullin 
said it should be ready for market- 
ing within six months. 





Charlotte Stern Exits DuMont 


Charlotte F. Stern resigned this 
week from her post as director of 
advertising-promotion for the Du- 
Mont web. 

One of the pioneers in the indus- 
try. Miss Stern, at one time was 
peseae of video promotion for 








KDKA, Pa. 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 13. 

Nearby town of Saxonburg, 
with only 500 residents, has’ 
become practically a govern- 
ment of KDKA transmitter 
people. That’s where local 
Westinghouse station original- 
ly located its big antenna and 
although site has since been 
shifted, the engineers who 
settled down there in the ’20’s 
to be near their jobs have 
continued to stay on. 

In last week’s municipal 
elections, Engineer Kenny 
Waldron was elected to the 
town council and Mrs- Herb 
Irving, wife of the transmitter 
engineer who is the Saxonburg 
burgess, was named to the 
school board. In addition, Mrs. 
E. M. Sollie was elected min- 
ority inspector. Her husband, 
a KDKA engineer, is already 
the community’s treasurer. 








pa rty (in power) that it wil! grant 
gency is Young & Rubicam. | | the state-operated CBC $4,750,000 
Champion is expected tc ¢rop | out of government funds this year 
the five-minute segient, with | to take the CBC out of the red 
Harry Wismer’s sports iwundup, in| and continue curreat operating 
order to put the coin into a tele- commitments; and that, during 
vision spot campaign. each of the years of 1952-55, in- 
clusive, the federal government 











’ s will grant the CBC an annual $6,- 
| 256,000. 

S ue Kx. (Canadian owners of radio sets 

| must pay an annual fee of $2.50 on 


i 


; all household sets, plus additional 





Format on Local 


Basis; KO ‘M Kay’ 


Despite the apparent ‘listike of 


fees for automobile or boat instal- 
lations, this bringing in a CBC rev- 
enue annually of some $6,000,000. 
With commercial advertising reve- 
nue, plus the new gevernment 
grants, this will give the CBC 
an annuat bankroll of some 
$14,000,000. 

The most importart task of the 





shows on film by television stations 
throughgut the country, a growing | 
number of them are relying snore | 
and more on feature film o dies as | 
a lucrative and inexpensive way voi 
local progiamming. Indicat.ve of 
the trend is WCBS-TV, flagship 
station of the CBS web in N. Y., 
which, with its cancellation of the 
“Real McKay” show this week, ow 
has only one live entertainment 
program left on the air. It now 
programs 21 feature pix, plus five 
westerns, each week. 

That, cf course, does aot include 
the CBS-TV network shows, which 
are stili predominantly live. But, 
on the local level, the Margaret 
Arlen program, aired across-the- 
board in the mornings, is the only 
studio program left on the WCBS- 
TV log. Station still has the Allan 
Jackson news show each evening 
at 11, as well as the Roller Derby 

(Continued on page 41) 


CBS HUNTING COAST 
RADIO PROGRAM CHIEF 


CBS is on the prowl for a radio 
program chief on the Coast. Thus 
far veepee Harry Ackerman has 
been masterminding both the AM 
and TV phases of the Coast pro- 
gram operation, but the continued 
TV pressures will cue an exten- 
sion of the “split down the mid- 
dle” on radio and television into 
the Hollywood program setup. 


CBS Radio prexy Howard Meigh- 
an and AM program chief Lester 
Gottlieb go to the Coast later this 
week (after an affiliate committee 
powwow in Salt Lake City), with 
the appointment of a radio program 
topper one of the major items on 








new radio commission will be the 
determination as to whether the 
$2.50 annual levy on Canadian set 
holders will be continue?. The 


(Continued on page 41) 


Cowles Exits East 
In Sale of WCOP 


Boston, Nov. i3. 

WCOP and WCOP-FM, itidie 
outlets in Boston owned by the 
Cowles Broadcasting Co. have 
been sold to a group of Nashville 
broadcasters who operate WKDA, 
an indie in the Tennessee city. 
Purchase price is $150,000 for the 
Hub outlets’ physical assets. Ap- 
plication was filed over the week- 
end with the FCC for official ap- 
proval of the sale. 

Partnered in the Nashville com- 
bine are T. D. Baker, Jr., and A. 
G. Beaman. Roy V. Whisnand, 
now commercial manager 
WKDA, will take over as general 
manager of WCOP, which is a 
5,000-watter. He replaces Craig 
Lawrence, Cowles veepee, who will 
probably move into another part 
of the publishing-broadcasting out- 
fit. Sale of WCOP was negotiated 
by Howard E. Stark, N. Y. radio 
and TV station broker, who repre- 
sented Cowles. 

Two years ago Stark sold WOL, 
Cowles station in Washington, to 
Ben Strouse. Sale of WCOP means 
that Cowles is out of broadcasting 
entirely in the east. Outfit is ex- 
pected to concentrate its radio 
and TV interests now in its mid- 
west outlets and confine its east- 
ern activities o publicaion of 
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. At 10 A.M. All Ads Stopped 


Louisville, Nov. 13. 


Harold E. Fello..s, prexy of the National Assn. of Radio and 
Television Broadcasters, used the Orson Welles technique in a 
speech here Friday (9) to dramatize the importance of advertising 


to radio, TV, the printed media, 


of the national econonly. 


retail business and other facets 


Fellows began an address before the Louisville Advertising Club 
with the spellbinder: “Al! advertising in the United States was 


stopped at 10 o’clock this morning ” 


He then pictured the “chaos” 


that followed—the closing of 2,00) radio stations and 198 TV out- 


lets, stoppage of network service, 
raising of subscription pric<:, suspension of many magazines, fal) 
ing off in retsii store sa.vs, impact on bHusiness of wholesalers and 


reducticn in size of newspapers, 


manufacturers, effect on freight transportation, unemployment, col- 
lapse of security prices, closing of grain and catile markets, bread- 


lines. .. 


Aside from advertising’s *:.portance in a mass preduction econ- 


ares 


“economic and social growth.” 


, Fellews said, it nas made a real contribution te America’s 


Advertising, he observed, can 


claim considerable credit for the good masic and good drama given 
the public via radic or TV, for the vast network of communication 
iacilitice which bring news of the world every hour, and for in- 


terpretation of current evenis by 


authoritative writers. 


As an example of further contributions that advertising can 
make, Fellows suggested that it might clear the air regarding “dire 


predictions” of the impact of TV 


on radio ang the printed media. 


Radic, he pointed out, “is not disintegrating, nor is it likely to do 


so.” He noted that 67% 


vt the AM stations made money in 1949 


and 75° made money in 1950, that the number of AM outlets has 
grown from 808 in 1941 to 2,119 in i950, and that the average 
annual income per statiun has increased from $144,500 in 1941 to 


$160,000 in 1950. 


“Does this sound like a rnedium that is failing?” he asked. 

The increase in income, he said, cannot be attributed to higher 
advertising rates as tirere have been relatively few increases. Ac- 
tually he suggested, stutions should review their rates “for in many 





— 


cases they are giving too much for the return they should expert.” 





Board of the Associated Actors 
& Artistes of America lest week 
turned down the resolution by the 
American Guild of. Vaudeville 
Artists to postpone the convention 
of Television authority. TVA 
confab is skedded for Dec. 7-9 at 
the Hotel Park Sheraton, N. Y. 

The AGVA move was voied 
against by Actors Equity, American 
Federation of Radio Artists and 
American Guiid of Musica: Artists, 
with chorus Equity split Screen 
a weren't repped at the meet- 
ng. 

Before the TVA convention, the 
video performers group will hold 
another membership niceting in 
N. Y. on Friday (16), at which 
nominees for convention delegate- 
ship will speak. A total of 143 
delegates wiil be elected from the 
three production ceaters, N. Y., 
Chiand L A, 

YA parley aext montn will map 
the future course for the union. 
Alternative courses include con- 
tinuing the present setup (in which 
TVA is governed by a board with 
10 reps from each of the five 4A 
branches’, changing the present 
composition of the poard, becom- 
ing a separate union, or merging 
with one or more other 4A 
branches. 

George Heller, TVA exec secre- 
tary, tuid Variety that “since the 

(Cont nued on page 41) 


DuMont, Barron’s 
Merchandise Tiff 





In wake of difficulties stemming | 


from granting of merchandise 
rights to the web’s “Captain Video” 
character, DuMont is reportedly 
setting up its own merchandising 
department and is on the lookout 
for a top-notcher to head the 
operation. 

Now in the midst of a squabble 
with Harry Barron, merchandising 
agent who has a pact on percentage 
basis for all merchandise rights to 

Video,” web apparently wants to 
keep closer tabs on the lucrative 
sideline by holding all activities in 
its own shop. Barron, charging 
breach of contract, is reportedly 
asking the web for $800,000, Web 
claims Barron didn’t do the jab he 
was supposed to do and that he 
failed to line up suitable manu- 
facturers. 

Claiming Barron’s charges are 


(Continued on page 40) 
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TVA Contab; Heller Asks Deadline 
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Amm-i-dent Drops ‘Crime’ 


(9) die 
couldn't 


to fact that 
clear enough 


the web 
outlets. 


released Block from its pact. 
Show, aired Fridays at 9 p.m. 

against “Schlitz Star Playhouse” 

on CBS-TV and 


NBC-TV, will be sustained. 


TV Pix Network 
Combine Applies 








Hollywood, Nov. 13. 

Newly-formed Lincoln Network. 
'a video web, is petitioning the FCC 

for five telestations in western 
| Staies, seeking community ty. sta- 
_tions in smaller population cities. 
| according to Albert Zugsmith, 
prexy of the American Pictures 
Corp., who heads the combine. Web 
wants stations in California, Texas, 
Oregon, New Mexico, Arizona, with 
studios in N. Y. and Hollywood. 


Entire programming would be film, 
vidpix plus old features. The com- 
bine feels that’s where video’s fu- 
ture lies. 


Among those jin the combine are 
Peter Miller, stockholder in Chi- 
cago Tribune, WGN-TV and WPIX; 
Joseph Schechter, Los Angeles at- 
torney; Ilsa Lahn, Hollywood writ- 
ers agent; oilman Art Winter; writer 
producer team of Aubrey Wisberg 
and Jack Pollexfex; La Salle, IIl., 
News-Tribune Publishing Co. Zug- 
smith estimates construction cost 
on smaller stations at $204,000, 
price going to $300,000 in some 
locales. e 

With strictly film programming, 
he feels some stations can be op- 
erated by as few as six men. No 
individual in combine will own 
more than 20%. Zugsmith owns 
16°. When combine goes into town 
seeking a channel, it will offer 20°% 
to local theatre or newspaper own- 
er because it wants local emphasis 
| in operation. 
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i (even though they are not yecom- 


Amm-i-dent (Block Drug) bowed | fees are low (on some progitams 
out of “Crime With Father” on| they're as little as $5 in mall 
ABC-TV after last Friday’s stanza | Markets). 


Bankroller didn’t want any kines | 


aired on a delayed basis, so web 


“Big Story” on, 


For Five Stations 


| Milton Berle’s “Texaco Star 


ONUSES 


W 





ABC'S BID FOR 
GUFFO STATIONS 


Battle the Bonuses is stepping 
up as ABC plans a campaign io 
add 30-40 cuffs affiiiates in answer 
ts NBC's recently-launched drive 
for new outlets in grass-roots 
markets. 

ABC’s deal for the bonus sta- 
tions (which NBC tags “premium” 
stations) is te charge an outlet 
$150 per month, plus line charges, 
for the affiliation contract. NBC’s 
fee is $250 monthly, but the web 
assumes the line costs. In many 
eases the NBC setup is less ex- 
pensive for the local broadcaster 
whose line costs would be greater 
than the $100 difference between 
the two chains. 

However, ABC station rejations 
men are pitching to the indies with 
the appeal that a link to ABC is 
more advantageous since it has less 
time sold The bonus operations 
have to take a commercial show 


pensed for it) if it’s in network 
0tion time. Since NBC has more 
sponsored time than AEC, it means 
that the bonus stations have te 
take more free airere °" ing them | 
less titrc io sell local ng | 
io the ARG 3 


nother ABC argument is that 
it has an established co-op drpart- 
ment, while NBC is just building 
its co-op section. NBC this month 
| hired Ludwig Simmel. wha had 
| headed up ABC's co-op depariment, | 
'with Simmel’s assistant, Frank | 
| Atkinson, moving up as head of | 
‘the ABC unit. | 











Co-ops are potent lure for an 
| affiliate since it doesn't have to 
| pay for a stanza unless it Is sold 
| locally. in which case the talent 


Mutual, under Bert 
Hauser, and ABC have thriving co- 
op departments, which they feel 
will be able to stack up agiinst ibe 
new NBC competition. 

Among indies and web affilistes 
there has been considerable is- 
cussion of the merits of bonus sia- 
tus. One school feels thai it preses 
more lucrative to program loca}ty, 
getting the advertiser’s full dois 
(except for agency and station rep 
commissions). The other feels thai 
a ehain affiliation provides pro- 
gramming at a price far Yelow the 
cost of local production (even with 
records and open-end transcrip- 
tiens'. Additionally, they beiieve, 
the web airers. bring listeners 
which increase the vaiue of the 
spot adjacencies around the Het. | 
; work programs. 

A strong blast at NBC's plan} 
| for adding “bonus” stations was 


(Continued on page 49) 
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King Miltie Deposed | 





Theatre” (NBC) was tumbled 
out of first place in Trendex’s 
Top 10 for the first week in 
November by Arthur Godfrey’s 
“Talent Scouts” on CBS. While 
the Godfrey show has usually 
ranked second to Berle, it’s be- 
lieved that CBS’ slotting of 
Frank Sinatra directly opposite 
the Berle program ‘is most re- 
sponsible for dropping “Tex- 
aco” into second place, by pick- 
ing up just enough of Berle’s 
audience to turn the trick. 
Ratings, taken in the 10 mul- 
tiple-station markets polled by 
Trendex, also show NBC’s 
“Colgate Comedy Hour” (Dean 
Martin and Jerry Lewis) and 
“All Star Revue” (Jimmy Du- 
rante) among the top 10. As 
a result, NBC comes up this 
time with six of the top 10, 
which CBS had in the preced- 
ing listings. Following is the 
Trendex lineup: 
Talent Scouts (CBS)..... 47.7 
Texaco Star Theatre (NBC) 44.5 
Martin and Lewis (NBC). 42.9 
Red Skelton (NBC)...... 40.8 
Show of Shows (NBC... 40.3 
Jimmy Durante (NBC).. 39.0 
Godfrey & Friends (CBS). 38.3 
Fireside Theatre (NBC).. 37.7 
Man Against Crime (CBS). 37.4 


Halley to Seek Solon Sessions on TY: 
Video Takes Big Bow on His Election 





+ 


Halley-lujah! 
Rudolph Halley, 
of the N. Y. City 
demonstrated last Tuesday 
night (6)—Election Night— 
that he’s become a seasoned 
video trouper. At 9:23 p. m., 
near the denouement of his 
“Crime Syndicated” program, 
CBS-TV broke into the show to 
flash the news that Joseph 
Sharkey, Halley’s competitor 
for the City Council post, had 
conceded. Halley came on for 
the show's windup several min- 
utes later in deadpan style, 
showing no emotion except | 
that called for in the script in 
order to wind up the program. 
He didn't refer to his victory. | 
While Halley uses a mont. 
tor to watch proceedings dur- |! 
ing the program, he didn’t see | 

the flash come in because it’s 

a floor monitor and not con- 
nected io the web's master enor, 
trol system = *T> kuew that he 
had won, however 


new prez | 
Council, | 





wSince some- 
i) oned him the news at 
9:10. CBS, incidentally, was 
swamped with calls at the end 
of the show from viewers want- 
ing to know what had hap- 
pened during the story, since 
the news flash compleiely 
biacked out the denouement. 


RWG Negotiating 
Freelance Terms 


With Webs, Agcys. 


First industrywide negotiations 
for freelance scripters 











} vear 


Rudolph Halley. whose election 
last week as president of the N. Y. 
City Council is a demonstration 
of TV's impact on political life, will 


luse his influence to persuade the 


city legislature to permit telecast- 
ing of its sessions. Permission is 
not likely to be granted, however, 
because the council has turned 
down radio coverage of its meet 
ings since the '30’s, when the mus 
nicipal siation, WNYC, aired the 
body’s deliberations. 

Another stumbling block to tele- 
vising the council is the shortage 
of time on Gotham stations. How- 
ever. WOR-TV last week urged 
Halley to support TV coverage of 


limportant public hearings, such as 


the hearings on the sales tax, from 
which tele cameras were excluded. 
Halley, who has been serving as 


narrator on CBS-TV’s “Crime Syng. ... 


dicated” series, will probably biuw 
off the show by the end of thes 
City _oticia) spas mot per- 
Ite Sere outside jobs for pay, 
rDdut since Halley turns over his fee 
| (less deductions for income taxes) 
|to charity, that would not be a bar 
{to his continuance. The new coun- 
;cil president would have quit the 
tele show immediately after his 
|election, but feels an obligation to 
| the people on the program, a 
| spokesman said. 
| Aside from the role which TV 
| played in bringing Halley to na- 
tional prominence via TV lensing 
of the Kefauver Committee hear- 
ings, for which Halley was chief 
| counsel, video was extensively used 
by the candidate’s backers. His 
campaigners got extensive cuffo 
guest shots for Halley, with the 
other parties also getting free time 
under the “equal time to all” prin- 
|ciple. The result was a stepping 
|up of TV participation in the dis- 
| Cussion, with several local outlets 
| getting all five of the nominees 





started |into their studios, at times on the 


yesterday (Tues.) when bargainers isame show. 


for the Radio Writers Guild sat 


Morris Novik, who served as AM- 


down with reps of the networks,| TV consultant to Halley, and Nat 


agencies and indie packagers. 
tice in the field, where the unions 
negotiate with the webs, while the 
agencies and packagers sign letters 
of adherence afterwards. New talks 
are based on the five-year pact 
RWG has with the radio employers, 


under which pay scales can be re- 


opened each November. 
Last night ‘fues.) RWG held 
¢clections in which the “We, the 


Undersigned” group opposed the 
candidates for eastern region coun- 
cil and Authors League council 
recommended by the union’s nomi- 
nating committee. “Undersigned” 


Rudick, who produced his _pro- 


| Situation differs from usual prac-| grams, used a formula of giving 


| their candidate a regular program 
|berth, Wednesday at 6:45 p. m. 
‘over WJZ-TV. That was followed 
by a hig raliy on WJZ-TV at 10:30 


(Continued en page 38) 


Big Town to CBS 
In Raid Maneuver 








group, in a letter to members, said 
it was opposing the committee’s 
slate because: -(1) it objects to 


(Continued on page 40) 


‘Bootlegged’ TV Grid 


; Chicago, Nov. 13. 

NBC and the National Collegiate 
Athletic Assn. are trying to figure 
out this week what action to take, 
if any, against WKZO-TV, Kala- 
mazoo, Mich., which beamed the 
Notre Dame-Michigan State foot- 
ball game Saturday (10) despite 
lack of permission. The network 
and the collegiate group are await- 
ing an explanation from John Fetz- 
er, WKZO-TV prexy, as to how 
the “bootleg play” came about. 

No station officials would be 
available for comment until the lat- 
ter part of the week, VARIETY was 
told Monday (12). Since WKZO-TV 
is interconnected via microwave re- 
lay, it’s speculated the station 
merely switched on the game which 
was being fed from Lansing to the 
eastern NBC stations carrying the 
contest as part of the NCAA “con- 
trolled television” blueprint. 

The NCAA had backtracked from 
its original edict, which. had set a 
midwest blackout of the top-seeded 
game by granting WJIM-TV, Lan- 
sing, and WWJ-TV, Detroit, per- 
mission to carry the spectacle lo- 
cally. The Kalamazoo station, how- 











Jack Benny (CBS)....... 36.3 


ever, was specifically denied a simi- 
lar greenlight. 


CBS has grabbed itself a fat 
| chunk of Lever Bros. radio billings, 
this time at the expense of NBC, 
with the Columbia sales boys ef- 
fecting a switchover of the Lever- 
sponsored “Big Town.” Switch 
will be made at the end of the 
year, with the program going Into 
the Wednesday night at 8 slot, thus 
necessitating finding a new time 
period for “Mr. Chameleon.” 


“Big Town” represents one of 
the more lucrative raids of the 
season, since the show had built 
itself into one of the more solid 
Tuesday night properties on NBC. 

CBS thus gains possession of 
both the AM and TV “Big Town” 
shows, with the Lever video stanza 
| already entrenched in the CBS 


, Thursday night 9:30 segment. 


LIFE MAG ON PROWL 
FOR MAJOR TV SHOW 


Life magazine is in the market 
for a TV show, and its agency, 
Young & Rubicam, is currently ex- 
ploring programming ideas on be- 
half of the Henry R. Luce dynasty. 
Thus far it hasn’t hit on anything. 


Up to now, Life has indulged 
mostly in TV spots and a one-day- 
a-week participation in the “Kukla, 
Fran and Ollie” bankrolling. It 
drops “Kukla” next month. Mag 
now wants a major big-budgeted 
| attraction. 
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| NCAAPolling 
At All Grid Gam 
Minneapolis, Nov. 13. 
' National Collegiate Athletic 
Assn., which decides what, if any, 
po university football games can be 
televised, is taking a poll of grid- 
iron patrons to learn, among other 
things, how many own radio and 


television sets, how many games 
were watched on TV at home or at 











Estimated Weekly Network Radio Program Costs: ‘01-52 


Nighttime and Daytime Overall Costs Include Production Expenses, Actors, Musicians, 
Writers, Royalties, Freelance Directors, Transportation, Prizes, Etc., But Not Commercial 
Announcers, Agency Directors, Agency Commission or Time Charges 


Agencies listed by initials are Batten, Barton, Durstine & Osborn; Doherty, Clifford & Shenfield; Foote, Cone & Belding; Sullivan, 
Stauffer, Colwell & Bayles, and Dancer-Fitzgerald-Sample. 











a film theatre and how well the 










































































football games are received on TV NET- 
The poll here is sponsored by the PROGRAM WORK cost 
Univ. of Minnesota. At the Min-|Cedric Adams.............. CBS $2,500 
nesota-Indiana game here last Sat- Against the Storm......... ABC 4,000 
urday, one of every five of the 46,- | Rex Allen Show............ CBS 1,500 
F 000 in attendance received a ques-| Amateur Hour............. ABC 6,000 
tionnaire as he or she entered the | American Forum of Air..... NBC 2,500 
stadium. pe B —. : an eyo 
| Armstrong ee : 
Results of this and other polls | award Arnold-Storyteller .. ABC 2,000 
/ taken at football contests through- Gene Autry _. CBS 10.000 
out the country will be forwarded | —a .. .. NBC 2 500 
to NCAA and are expected to influ- — age Wife. ..........-. , 
ence it in its decisions regarding 
football game telecasts next season. Ken Banghart News........ NBC 1,500 
Cie BOM. «oc cscacecsas MBS i,»pUO 
The patron is also asked by the | Jack Benny..... ie saiencee CBS pe eel 
questionnaire how much interest | Jack Rer-5 Show..... 116 ” 3950 
he takes in football, if the ticket’ Fagar Bereas CBS 17000 
was bought the ¢*: of the gameJ iin... ..j., CBS 8000 
number vl coilege, hig MISO! and a NBC 35,000 
profassic. . games attended, — eer (Total) 
whether the person attended more 
games this year than in previous 
seasons, if he’s a student or alum-| Big Sister...... eR ers CBS 2,750 
nus, and his sex, age, name and 
address. Big Story....sescecccccecses NBC 6,000 
Big Town........ Pere ne 4,000 
" . Victor Borge......... err AB 1,750 
U. of P., With 13% Grid Break the Bank..........-: ABC 4,000 
> 9, | Breakfast Club...........-. ABC 3,500 
Dip at B.0., Blasts NCAA $ each % hr. 
’ ° 
TV Plan; No 52 Reprise? Brighter Day.......... cssvs CRB 2,500 
Chicago, Nov. 13. | Cecil Brown......... cocoee MBS 1,500 
The University of Pennsylvania, | 
which fought the National Colle-| Eddie Cantor”... ...... on pen 
giate Athletic Assn.'s so-called con- CBS Football Roundup “**** "CBS 8.500 
; ee oe ee before | CBS World News Roundup. CBS 1,250 
ee ee ee ar UO, ....+.. MBS 2,250 
date to chang. its negative opinion| ~ "= = § "°° 
= the plan. Athletic so get) —— Choraliers CBS 5000 
urray, here to attend an alumn Si a di are f 
meeting, predicted last week that Christian Sei. Monitor News. ABC 1,000 
the NCAA wouid drop the TV re-| cities Service Band......... NBC 6,500 
striction at season's end. City Hospital........ sedan CBS 1,750 
As far as Penn is concerned the 
teevee experiment has been reflect-| Club 15........ eeee CBS 13,000 
ed in a 13% drop at the gate so|Club Time................. ABC 1,000 
far this year, Murray said. And| Charles Collingwood News.. CBS 1,250 
besides, the fact that the university 
was unable, under the NCAA edict, | Contented Hour............ CBS 8,066 
to offer its games to TV, it had to|Counterspy .............«:. NBC 3,250 
cancel ABC-TV’s offer of $275,000 | Betty Crocker............-. ABC 2,200 
— the rights to the current sched- ae cos — 
ule, Bing Crosby..... sOedeceeese 5 
“I can’t conceive of the NCAA | Defense Attorney........... ABC 2,250 
trying to impose the same restric- 
tions another year,” the Penn top-| Dial Dave Garroway....... NBC 4,000 
per said.”” The decision to televise or | Richard Diamond cheats Cae 5,500 
not should be left to the individual | Double or Nothing......... NBC 3,500 
schools and not blueprinted on a|Dr. Christian...... vécceneve Gee 6,000 
rigid, national basis,” he stated. | er pests. Ce 2,500 
(It’s pointed out, meanwhile, that yen joseenene sa eeoedes a = 
Penn’s football team has had the Al _ a Aa ae NBC 1.500 
worst season this year in a number | ™©* Vreler-Farming bus... ’ 
of years, which undoubtedly ac- 
counts for at least a part of the hr yo ore * spliasiket ae a 
dip in its gate receipts. In other FBI od a. s w re) ae 5°00 
words, tradesters opine, it’s still = Sees i cade . 
the attraction that counts most at * 
the boxoffice and Penn would prob- eo aged & Molly..... vee yee 
ably have slumped in its gate re- F wer ~All ’ 
ootball Scoreboard........ CBS 750 
gardless of how many of its games Cedric Foster N MBS 750 
had been televised.) Foont fase Fereell......... HOC 2.750 
Meanwhile, Kenneth (Tug) Wil- aati : 
son, NCAA - secretary-treasurer, |Gangbusters .............. CBS 5,500 
sought to allay some of the criti-| Gillette Fights..... (aceetes Ee 8,000 
cism aimed at the athletic organi-| Give and Take.............. CBS 2,200 
zation springing from the tele| Arthur Godfrey Tal. Scouts. CBS 9,500 
scheduling that prevented last Sat- 
urday’s Notre Dame-Michigan State | Arthur Godfrey ............ CBS 5,000 
game being made available to mid- (15 Mins.) 
west viewers. The beefs mounted 
considerably when permission was 
granted to WWJ-TV, Detroit, to 
carry the contest. 
Under the origiaal NCAA out-, Grand Central Station...... CBS 3,450 
line, WWJ-TV was to feed the game | Grand Ole Opry....... «ee++ NBC 5,000 
to the eastern portion of the NBC |Grand Slam ............... CBS 4,750 
web but wan't to beam it locally. | Great Gildersleeve ..... coos RED 7,000 
But WWJ- topper Harry Ban- 
nister succeeded in convincing the | Greatest Story Ever Told.... ABC 3,750 
[CAA that the station should be Guiding Light “CTr ee to ee eeee CBS 3,250 
permitted to let its local audience | Hallmark Playhouse........ CBS 9,000 
ia in on the highly-touted grid battle,| Halls of Ivy ... .......... NBC 7,000 
; so an exception was made. Phil Harris-Alice Faye...... NBC 11,000 
it Public explanation offered by; Paul Harvey ........ seceee ARO 750 
\. Wilson for the Detroit switcheroo| Bob Hawk _............... CBS 7,500 
a was that it - dictated ~. techni- Gabriel Heatter............ MBS 5,000 
cal necessities connect with 
WW4J-TV’s pickup of the game. 
What he meant, apparently, was 
a. that the station had insisted that 
t it couldn’t handle the game for Horace Heidt .............. CBS 9,000 
Pipe the web, the east-to-west switching Bill Henry News........... MBS 1,500 
v for the Maryland-Navy game, and Hilltop House ....... éto0vee Ga 3,000 
Va also program locally with a film 
if or studio show. By beaming the | Hollywood Stars On Stage.. ABC 2,500 
sk es eontest locally, part of the engi-| Hollywood Theatre......... NBC 5,000 
1 neering hassle would be eliminated. | Hopalong Cassidy........... CBS 2,500 
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DN tak eeiwincees Leo Burnett.......... CBS News...........Cedric Adams 
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PROGRAM WORK COsT SPONSOR AGENCY PRODUCER or Script Editor SY B 
Bob Hope Show... NBC 25,000 ~— Liggett & Myers Cunnin i 2 
rey ere : eer ee gham & Walsh Al Capstaff . ..-Walter Kiine 
Hour . ae. coecccceee ABC 1,500 Billy Graham ...........Walter F. Benmett.............-. seseve .»- Dr. Bill’ Graham Ws° ss" 
ouseparty ........ SS 4,500 Pillsbury ..... ccceccees AMO BUrOOlE........:. John Guedel ........ John Guedei iia 
udson Coal Miners........ NBC 1,500 Hudson Coal.....cccce.-Clememts ........002:. rere ere | a 
Ted Husing Sports......... CBS 1,000 0 ree Ruthrauff & Ryan....Stewart Garner....... : a 
SS eae eee see. NBC 1,006 General Mills....... .-Knox Peeves . (ade S42440 2 aR T ADEE R LEAS "ORS network's television opere- 
Inside N-ws Hollywood..... ABC 750 Hazel Bishop ........... Raymond Spector.... Leeves eebnaes -” Siu j tion is Bending for the first profit 
| argh ene eae See ee CBS 750 Metropolitan Life Ins.... Young & Rubicam....CBS News ........ Ain 1A) ate atk 35% lin its history, jeezing from tha 
i, Sree NBC 2,750 Whitehall Pharm ....... &. FF, BEURe 66s — & Anne ane | nine-month statexnent va consi 
. . > UM Te wer... di isey | dated ine ai to steorkhola- 
Sammy Kaye’s Sunday Sere. ABC 3,500 Syivania Electric........ Roy S. Durstine.... "erbert_ ware a i64 —o i ae gees NS te Serene 
Sh | eee re MBS 2,750 Sterling Drug...........D-F-S a =e * Web’s overs!l net through Sep 
Mario Lanza......... aac § NBC 8.500 Coca-Cola ............. ™ as ae } vec dele aonuan ed | tember, including all divisions, rose 
David Lawrence............ NBC 1,500 American Dairy Ass sie3! ‘Mithun: sheets, NBC Nev. 5 a I cn ly to $3,532,666, as compared with 
Larry Lesueur News........ ¢ Richfield 72) Morey, Humm & ae ee eres: oo ' | $2.670,783 for the comparable pe- 
; Johnat _. 0 tee ......... ates a riod in 1950. Sinee the difference 
Let’s Pretend............... CBS 72.50 ##Cyraard“of Wheat........ BBD&O wate ars Seite Mack cnet —— —— _ f radio billings for the twa nine- 
Life Can Be Beautiful...... NDC 2770 Procter & Gamble...... Benton & Bowles Don Wallace Carl Bixby — tag: age t ae 3 nine 
P Don Krecke? | MIBCEn t. major pa:t o Te iters 
— ne fear : Wrigley Arthur Meyerhoff ....Cy Howard Mac Beno® jincorac ig atirfbuted Sivectiy to 
7 AclOr 1” ABC See I ca ccaeisavcescn Roy S. Durstine......Dale Kennedy Victor: H.lindiehr ithe TV operation. Earnings of 
ke Millionaire errr re NBC 5,000 General Milis...,.. Knox Reeves ..Maste’son, Reddy |etreon Corp, with which CBS 
& Nelson ‘ im.erged recently, are also redected 
Lone Journey......... esses ARE 2,500 Lever Bros ............ N. W. Ayer . John E. Gibbs Peter Michiel jin the statement but Hyiron is in- 
Leme Bagel ...cceccccsess. ABC 4,000 American Bakeries ...... Tucker Wayne & Co Trendle-Campbell 'tluéed only for the third quarter. 
General Mills... ....... D-F-S _Trendle-Camopbell | Net profit represents $1.%1 per 
Lorenzo JoneS......ses00... NBC 2,750 Procter & Gambie...... Young & Rubicam... Frank & Anne | shure this vear, as compared wh 
Hummert .. Peggy Blake | $1.56 for i850. 
Lutheran Hour....... ston Ie I 500 Lutheran Laymen...... Gotham ies : : Hefty hike in TV biliings gar- 
Lux Radio Theatre......... CBS 13,000 aver TUR. 5 os ci icecan J. Walter Thompson. William Keighley Sanford Baraett |nered by CRS for the first three 
{ quarters of 4951 are show the 
BEA. POMIns: 2.46. casscasss. EBS 2,750 Procter & Gamble....... D-F-S . Ed Wolfe Orin “‘Tovroyv | — w = Se a 
Doris Frankel ls » $98 006.00 Pros SOS5% {BT 
Man on the Farm.......... MBS 1,250 Quaker Oats..... .. .Sherman-Marquette Chuck Acree. ...... Chuck ioe | 21988 age ear ryt — nto 
Martin Kane......cccccsse: NBC 3,250 Le ROMEOOE: . .cocewas Kudner A. A. Couealin:....4. Ted HRedige: | While the arn ‘ant of sustaining ra- 
Martin & Lewis..... Coceee. NBC 8,500 Liggett & Myers......... Cunningham & Walsh Dick Mack ......... Norman Lear din time ihe web is currently 
Whitehall Ons 640064 4% 48 Pi F nigg ° | showing on its bcoks indicate that 
Curt Massey Time.......... CBS 5,000 Miles Labs......... Geoffrey Wade . Forrest Owen Maggie O'Flaherty the fourth quarter ‘ot 1951 might 
Meet Corliss Archer........ CBS 4,500 Light & Power......... 'N. W. Ayer ... .+ Helen Mack |... 06.0 Jerry Adeliiau let took a tank Gm as AM 
Monday Morning Headlines ABC 1,000 Seeman Bros ........... Wm. H. Weintraub .. Revolving Staff ......Jesse Mass poe: a CEM spokesmen, aoint- 
Vaughn Monree Show . CBS 6,500 R. J. Reynolds......... Esty <e . .T. D. Luckenbill. Will (Hickman hall ane that redio billings still tos 
Philip Morris Playhouse.... NBC 7,500 Philip Morris .......... Biow ..Charles Martin...... Charles Martin | ail sae aaksnaiinn al ae. foe rh 
dy — Attorney....... oan yee abe tee “Myers ....ceces. Young & Rubicam . Ed Byron ......... Robe: J. Sitaw laret eine ion ig shay este 
LEE Se eeeh ere ke cons : 000 articipatin= ........... eae Frank & Anne re a wees Bk 
MUMMETE «nn cccees Richard Leovard onkiry fog dle Page ty he 
Mr. Mercury....... seve ABC 2,750 Generai Mills.......... Knox-Reeves Ady Louis G. Cowan ..... Lou Scofield lagain attributable to TV “billings 
Ken Veieus pan Dy ; ; 
Mr. and Mrs. North... CBS 4,500 Colgate ose veoeeees>. Sherman-Marquette . John Loveton ....... Bob Sloane ee 
Ed Murrow News........... CBS 3,500 American Oil............ Jos. Katz . CBS News .......... Ed Murrow Wat's peat Retere tanes G8. Stuns 
Theo. Hamm............Campbell-Mithun : )velume of business is actually 
Music With Hormel Girls... NBC 3,500 Geo. A. Hormel......... Eg sdssuns Earnest Villas jabout the same for the two 38- 
My Friend Irma............ CBS | ee aaa eg eee Cy Howard ......... Parks Le | week periods, or about 75% of 
My True Story........+..., ABC 4,500 Sterling Drug.......... yt, eT eee C. Washburton Mary. E. Sat vester | the gross. CBS’ operating expenses 
Mystery Theatre..... soseens ABC 3,500 Sterling Drug....... DPD ose crseneeses John Loveton . . Gens Wong and “cost of goods sola” also 
Jerome Suton climbed this year, to $58,936,070, 
Chas O'Neill. from the $39,616,098 shown for the 
Richrra E'tington same period in 1950. 
mage Farm & Home..... NBC 3,000 Allis-Chaimers ......... B.S: GUGM. 6 6c%-«:; Herb Latteau ....... Bob Carmen | ay Rag Pg caine" 
ews of the World ........ NBC 3,500 Be Gs ccxedssansa Geoffrey Wade...... NBC News ......... Morgan Beatty 11951. Web statement ‘points out 
Old Fashioned Revival Hour ABC 500 Gospel Broadcasting ....R. H. Alber ~ .......John Peoples ....... Dy. ee, E faller | Oe SS 
On Line with Bob Considine NBC 1,500 Mutual Benefit Health Ins.Bozell & Jacobs...... NBC News ..+» Bob Considiste ae, eee oe See ee 
One Man’s >" Seve ere NBC 3,500 (eo Seer Geoffrey Wade ..... .Michael Raffetto .....Carton E. Morse factors, pn ne ers profits taxes after 
Our Gal Sunday........... CBS 3,000 Whitehall Pharm....... J. F. Murray......... Frank & Anne |siving effect to special credits 
faa———,€ ........ lean tale | available under the Revenue Act 
Our Miss Brooks........... CBS 7000 «Colgate .....s..ss000. Ted Bates .......... Larry Berns ........ Al Lewis Se oe eens Seep 
Ozie & Harriet............ ABC 8,500 H. J. Heinz....... sees PE bi dianiwccets | renee Ozzir Nelson |TV broadeasting prior to Jan. 1, 
| 1951, but are subject to revision 
PURE FU cs ascccececsss CBB 7,000 | er ae eeeeee.. Warwick & Legler.. Bill Warwick ........ wnen the detailed computations 
Louella Parsons............ ABC 4,000 Andrew Jergens......... Robert Orr ......... Richard Diggs ...... Lou lla Parsons peqenres by law are made,” 
Drew Pearson........ $s 00s ee 5,500 co See ee ee i eer goa OURO PROD ie cst sas Drew Pearson aamneicasiennie tceeadns 
People Are Funny....... ose CBS 5,000 pS eee Leo Burnett ..... ee a | ee Jackson Stantey 
Pepper Young’s Family.... NBC 2,750 Procter & Gamble.......Pedler & Ryan....... Bey SOGy 2546. ss00' Elaine Carrinyton | McNeil} ‘On-Air’ Audition, 
io en tee, reece Tre ag watt ay Procter & Gamble.......Benton & Bowles.....Carl Eastman ....... Irving Vendis | 7 
re ic<sonédensacs ae ' | coce AO Burnett 2... 000 NBC News ......... H. V. Kalteniorn, | tri Phile Bi 
Richard Haravess | o in gue 6 rass, 
DUNNE ncvseas covccccccess CBS 3,000 es ee ree Elliott Lewis ........ Antony Ficis Fouled b Tech ical Slip 
Queen for a Day........... MBS 4,000 P. Lorrilard.............Lennen & Mitchell... Jim Morgan ..... ....Don Victor y ni 
EE G05 vas eeceeeeee.d. Walter Thompson . Chicago, Nov. 13, 
A technical misha 
Railroad Hour............. NBC 13,000 American Railroads......Benton & Bowles ... Murray Bolen ........ Lawrence & Le ‘wadaaaaee weutinn ny yok — 
Renfro Valley Country Store. .CBS 1,500 General Foods........... Benton & Bowles..... Tom McDermott .....Joh> Lair Neill’s revamped ABC vidgo show 
Grantland Rice............. CBS 1,500 Sylvania Elec......... -. Durstine ........008- Hubert Wilkie ....... Grantland Rice Wednesday night (7). With Philco 
Right to Happiness...... .-. NBC 2,750 Procter & Gamble.......Compton ............Kay Lame .......... — ee, which backs the alternate-week dis- 
* 2s lay, debating whether t 
Road of Life............... NBC 2,750 Procter & Gamble.......Compton ............James Seaborne ..... = Thee vith the ec a cane tae pong 
Rod & Gun Club........... MBS see Bab Wale. .....50550805+3 Al Paul Lefton....... R. E. Nelson ........ R. I. Nelson aa on at to ok ak oe 
Roy Rogers............ . NBC 7,500 Post Cereals........ .....Benton & Bowles..... Tom Hargis......... Ray Wilson special show 
Ln... CPE ee ABC 750 American Chicle.........SSC&B_..........4.. Warren Bryan........ at 
Romance of Helen Trent.... CBS 3,000 Whitehall Pharm........ J. F. Murray, Frank & Anne The Philco brass and Hutchins 
Boyle-Midway ...........W. E. Bothwell....... Hummert ........ Ruth Borden agency personne! were all set to 
Rosemary ............ sacas Se 2,750 Procter & Gamble.......Benton & Bowles.....Carl Eastman....... Elaine Carringten pe the age ge oye 
lia, re edly e idea o 
Second Mrs. Burton. eeeeeres CBS 2,750 General Foods Tepe . Young & Rubicam... . Beverly re Priscilla Kent Tt etn go a pw: on the basis 
Bill Shadel News........... CBS 350 Campana .....0. eseeese. Wallace-Ferry-Hanly .CBS News ........... Bil: Shadei of the revarnped forrnat. But. un- 
Biiver Basie. ....ceseccssss ABC 1,500 General Mills...........Kmox-Reeves ....... Jewell Radio ....... fortunately, the first 17 minutes ot 
me EE: 5 00 306000650030. Ce 5,000 | eee sooeeees Russel Seeds ........ Edna Borzage ........ Ben Freedman the program failed to get on the 
Wy Bie... scesccccces MMO 2,750 peo a | et oy Louis & sieae Wallies network because of a_ technical 
Sc tenaaernee re ilure. 
Smilin’ Ed McConnell...... NBC 1,500 Brown Shoe....... Pere: 2: ares |! el ee livve Donovan “— ain enenil oo & ued 
Smith-Shore-Simms ........ CBS 13,000 — Procter & Gamble.......D-F-S ..... viseseses Al Kabaker ........ Glenn Wheatou wecie sande tome Rb eaeiiee Oe 
Space Patrol........... evss BC 2,500 Ralston-Purina.......0..-G@Tdmer ...ecccccce- Mike Moser .........Va7vious a move Poe its regular Civic 
Stars Over Hollywood...... CBS 3,250 Armour ....... es Bree ~ "( “aa Theatre anchorage to the Morison 
Stella Dallas...... Sachovaue: 3,000 Sterling Drug...........D-F-S ..........++++-Frank & Anne Hotel's Terrace Garden, and fea- 
| Hummert ........ Heien Wa!pole tured 2 quest panel lagen. Som 
Stop the Music............. ABC 3,250_— Lorillard ....... eer. eer re Louis G. Cowan..... Avency saggaon A rene Dy Bion cng A ge 
(%hr.) American Chicle.........Lennen & Mitchell . | the sudience end peapeg Gem a 
Sunoco-3-Star Extra........ NBC 2,500 Sun Oil......... veeeees Hewitt, Ogilvy, NBC News ......... Ray Henle,Ned —, he tribnnal. 
Ses . pan Benson & Mather.. Brooks, Al Warner ; a 
pense ....... ceecscccece 6,000 Auto-Lite ....... weeeee.- Cecil & Presbrey.... Elliott Lewis ....... Various . 5 
John C. Swayze........... NBC 1,750 Belmont Radio...........Henri, Hurst & | New TV Rating Service 
McDonald ......... WEG OWS ..ss0005. J. C, Swayze Hollywood. Ney. 1 
Symphonette ........ errr CBS 2,000 - Longines .........00. ..V. A, Bennett........Alan Cartoun ........ ollywood, Nov. i3. 
Talk Back W. Happy Felton. .MBS 1,500 American Tobacco.......BBD&O ....... cccee BOM LYOM ....cccees- Fifty-five local agency and video 
Henry J. Taylor: . Sesess A 1,500 General Motors.........Kudner ..... coveess Louis Dean .........- Henry J. Taylor execs tomorrow (34) begin revéiv- 
Mary Lee Taylor........... NBC i = = eeenenneente Gardner ....... oe iy. ee Elizabet': Todd, ing gratis reports on 13-week test 
B. Adams of local telephonic survey of video 
Telephone Hour............ NBC 8,000 Bell Telephone i, W. AOOP. i sceesces Wallace Magill ...... audscnces, inangurated by F. A. Mc- 
The Shadow............... MBS -§ 3,000_—s- Wiilldroot~....... ides atic stares; Harry Ingram ...... Vicied ae. ee Se 
The Rom. of Evelyn Winters ABC 2,500 Philip Morris............Cecil & Presbrey..... Frank & Anne Frank & Ande Cpnene SXtnsnees, SS Tere 
Hummert .........  Kummert uf « nationwide poiling organiza 
Theatre Guild On Air...... NBC  —:11,000_~—iU. S.. Steel.............-BBD&O «20... . 6.0, Homer Fickert .......S. M. Susith, tion which witl blanket the country 
Geo Condéolf through saturation telephone 
This Is Nora Drake......... CBS 2,750 Toni ........ sccececes. DUNNE: csr ncsceawnds Russ Anderson ....... Milton Lewis checks in 138 cities. R 
Is Your FBI........... ABC 5,000 Equitable Life........... Warwick & Legler....Jerry Devine ........Jerry Lewis McKean is footing all bilis in 
Lowell Thomas News....... CBS 2,000 Procter & Gamble....... Compton ........... CBS News ..... .+e-. Lowell Thomas local test to show how the service 
TOD GUZ....cccccssccsccess ABC 3,000 Chlicle .......- D-F-S ........ sean Joe Graham ......... will operate. He will make 200 















(Continued on page 27) 











calls nightly except Saturday, sub- 
mitting daily reports. 
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Big Duffont Push |” Estimated Weekly Network TV Program Costs 


To Clear Stations | 


Néghttinu: and Daytime Overall Costs Include Production Expenses, Actors, Musicians, Writers, 
Appointment of Eimore B. Lyford 


Royalties, Freelance Directors, Set Construction, Commercial Announcements, Agency 
ast week to head up DeMount's ¢a- | : - . a . ° 
tie recene “departryeut. white Il Directors, Agency Commission But Not Time Charges 
presaging a Major pusk by te wed |M itials are Batten, Barton, Durstine & Osborn; Benton & Bowles; Cecil & Presbrey; Dancer, Fitzgerald & Sample; 
to sew up affiliates on: the freeze is 5; — “ . : oes "7 Shenleaae waale. Cone & Belding; Kenyon & Eckhardt; Ruthrauff & Ryan; J. Walter Thompson; Sullivan, Stauffer, 
ee ee he a i 7 . is Colwell & Bayles, and Young & Rubicam.) 
| i 
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the all-impestant statiow clearapce 


























x 
prosien. Lyford had been wit ees ee 
NEC fur 18 years prikw aw jeraing PRIGRLAM NETWORK COST SPONSOR AGENCY PRODUCER ORIG. ¢ 
DuMont and. at his °***, was sec ~  & aid CBS $17 500 a ae Marsch & Pratt..... : i Ralph Levy. cca oe H’wood 
ond it cory nd to Shelicn I} sale Yeasng j-eckbbheen oes . re amie 1 ahaa bsite Ralph H. Jones bite enatkmidia ae e@eeseees+--s 
iekox, NBC -TV's ctation re speitoue es ‘. bell’ Ward Wheelock.........Lester Vail..............N. Y. 

winf nit Boxy _........ _ NBC 18.000 Camp GB cccccscsaceces ie 
“— ap ih ae ies NBC 60,000 Participating ........e0e.-: arise cant eases err. fk See Various 
iis pointed out that “low ALY Star Movie sece sreeed aC: 12.000 SS a ee re Meldrum & Fewsmith... Ed. Peterson:...... anwar ey wie 
lie um sok nae ee ae 2800 Bohn Aluminum ......... Zimmer-Keller ....:..... Ted Granik ._....... me GS 
meme ge Mle = ytd a CBS 40,000 ME fox valet veeeen eens Weintraub ...........«.. Gosden-Correll cree. (Film) 
ace Gate ce ere a eee eee - BC 10.000 Arth Murray ........06. R&R ... , cope MUFTAY ...:.-cc00 eevee. mM. ¥. 
they aren't a &o. Guiicis “ com-' Aviker MW hi) AB - 3.500 Masland pean Anderson & Cairns...... Ward Byron ....... wana <a. we 
peting web. And, while *ne qual-\ #¢ Bene ~how save aeraac ee ” - kaa ad “ pore ara N.Y 
ifiy of pry raimoming rmizht > & Gat te Citak ...cccccccccsss CBS 8.5v00 S) a greene ee te :  hlabkeeabeeeay aa 7 
factor in HaMcut's comparative ‘tf | Rog Paoks ther ..........- . NBC 18,060 Gen. Foods ..........++. YER ssssseseeeresees: Louis Cowan. .......+... N. Y. 
ability to clea more time, the sack Belts Codwtiiiy .. ..ccceesss thee 17,000 Gen. Mills .......-eeees einen Pictorial Prods Gpaepephe (Film) 
of a top-notch station retatier: 1) Bawtan Sere 15,000 Proc. & Gamble. ......... DF& i hasvicbeneeiee A ag glance 
ts Ge fhe Uren the Sans ae Shue  Wadaiee ase 15,000 Amer. Cigarets........-. SSCEB .....++++.+++-B, POCKET. «ses ee. 7s 
Wittin . uae aa oa t , | Be Sep aS aes CBS 12.800 pel ares is RuR aaeereniicn fees Chas. Robinson..........N. Y. 
Rune Pee orcecay COME a 23 Towse : aes . + ae — ceeeeeee 2 - RS - -? 
prine impo. anve of seeping ui — Bde « sate _.,..... DuMont 9.000 Bigelow-Sanford Bigte a Glare Y&R Sree Pere RCE e Te “gpd ooo Tere rire My a 
atitiates Seppy and so tured Liss gin Goodwin Shere Rye NBC $000 Gen: Blectrie. « ..iseese. aes ane eee — a ARE ek ee = Ls 
fore from NC, aw 8 “up ly Gee Conniins eer 2.500 Mutual Benefit .......... BowellJacobs, ....++++++. Aas GENE - «os ccacene MF 
a - u Ps ie : : “ty ‘ i ne dat hipaa | pa ye eg te ee ody Warwick-Legler eae ... Bill Warwick ........... Various 
nosy oOutietl a! Sibi wie whesie ate iiestag P wor ee Pa hy : oi We cms ‘ ictus ese nee 64% 2 ¢ | "Ba Wolff isc ee Y. 
markets particulasty. it HO'e. Peeais the lank De siemia are ts NBC 8,500 Bristol-Myers .......++. Seen souk dk Wornat eameenes, Reddy © 
gain the same revenue from “!l geig. & Goaome ..........-- CBS 3,000 Hudson Paper.........- Nelson ’ N.Y 
four nets, so that 9 soesn't cam (pershow) , yin, Wasey Ralph Levy PORES. H'wood 
ter fevemsc-wise ty them) Ns" | porns fy AMM .........5+- -- CBS 25,000 Carnation Milk .......... Erwin, Wasey.......... se ae 6! eee 
shows they varry. {‘2egi:, Tame s Xewureel ....... NBC 12,000 Camels rere nie. | Gira se encrn Se ee aa tae Trt eees - : 
course, the quality of programming Capt Fiteo _...... DuMont 7.000 GOR. WOGGE: 6.5 cc sveawes - B&B * poe rye Rie ne ics gawenees e - 
among the four nets may influence: avaicade af Stars ....... DuMont 15,000 Drug Store ProGs . ssc Products . 8 tee eeeee Fase Hewitt se eeeecees N Y. 
‘heir decisian.' AB a cesulkl. iu CMS News... cc ca aae: CBS 11,000 Oldsmobile piteete Slate eee kes has BEE J aciielesisnie wasr ue Dae . s 
many such instances it’ ihe pe- Colebeity Thre ......---- _ CBS 10,000 er reareerer coos BBD&O ....... ee eeeee. Burke Coote Sc aR N. Y. 
sonal relztionship between a si. Calerune Theaise ..........: . ABC 35,000 Celanese Corp....... wes ‘Tato Ee Robt Seusines oe bpeae : ; N. 'Y, 
{ion manager und the “t. 1 * reia Chasce of ¥ hetikne Dah Kas Baltes, ABC 4.500 Bendix ct eee eeeees ae < os All aa Herb acadite . = NY. 
tions departinents that figu.. mvc | Charts Wid ...... 6.000522... ABC 7,000 Mogen-David .......+.+. a ae Alan Cartoun...........N. Y 
DuMont feels that Lyford, wtb bie) oy rap sac ope i tata nbcaca Cal mae Gee 1,500 Longines ........-ceese- Victor Bennett. .........Alan Cartoun....... ° - 
lony backgromnndiny,» nm steh gv (per show) P ' seals apenas a een ee “oY 
uations, should te of culuxile ae Y4eche Theatre ......0ce0: ee |e 10,000 rmstrong OFK .ccoue-, tte te eee ee eees eee se ee eees as 
sistance. City Bonpital See 7,500 Carter Preah... ..«. 0000. Bates, SSC&B gioiegbers Wendy Sanford.........N. Y. 
As for DuMopt's sightize the qa Cloth _.....cccccceceeecs ABC 7,506 Rhodes Pharmacal....... McNeil, Larson tied ey 
jintng wp of niwre affiiietes ax wou or McMahon .. Wine DOO: sak deanwunda , 
poche ne gentle ce gestae) poauypa od On ae NBC 40,000 Colgate Shavers Marquette sis ities ilaiien 
conceded now tut few, if any. sia- | - Te s so eeeeee Sam eee Te ete 
tions will take the air for at toast | Casmopaiitan Theatre ..... DuMont 21.000 Drug Store Prods......... Products Advtg ......... LOWS GOWER. vcccvccaes cts Be 
two years after che FCC starts | pig Yhotographer ....... . CBS 12,500 Carter ........:.seeeeee SSC&B ici Wain w ¥ 
granting comstro¢ten peemiis onee | ‘| SPeeerererererrr rir GEO nn. cccccccccces artin lis... seen 
more. Any ideas in that dire tion, | Crime Stidicated ............. CBS 20,000 Schick .......sseeesees: Kudner ......cceccevee. Jerry Danzig. ...........N. Y. 
tc one! he ge af 5 A va aa aa er. i ere Charles Russell..........N. Y. 
oug-range planning, and DuMont’'s ‘ . Le NSA SAPS ee s-gAS = 5 3 McK -Robbins ......J. D. Tarcher 
problem, it's pointed out, is far! Date with Judy. ..........-, — iene peseunaans eee Allen Leslie ..... coccee N.Y. 
more pernisnanied _and urgent. | Dluxh Shore Show.............NBC Re ict Chevrolet Dealers ....... Campbell-Ewald ........ (Not set yet)............H'wood 
{ (2 shows ® 
| | FOO WM iv ceccnndcens Hutchins... ...... 0... Ger, Cohan......:.....Chi. 
Waldorf, NY, Video System ee oi anaes DuMont re a errerrrr: Lennen-Mitchell ........ Louis Cowan.....++++++.Chi. 
; j pada aiinine : SC we .. N.&I. Pineus.......0008.N. Y. 
Cuing Hypoed Biz to lans; | a eek execian er yee cman 9 ed Tevrre rey oo pr uy eenewtins 2. 
a — ; Faye senerson Ss SNOW........- . oo, a PTUULE 2. ee ee ewe ee ee 2 ee eee 7 ) 
Adaptation From Military) frwin show. eee ABC 12500 Gen. Mills........... ~~ Hal Roach, Jr........... (Film 
fi y| he ‘ cle DuMont 6,000 Wine Growers Assn......Guild, Bascom & 
. ‘ Front Page Deiective........DuMon j an poe (Film) 
Tre new video sysiem installed EE, 0 ON ees erry cakeeeeee Pies) 
In the Hote! Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y..! preside Theatre .........5-.. NBC 17,500 Proc. & Gamble .......Compton ............ ... Brewster Morgan........ a 
indicates that television will play | pirst 10@ Years.............  ..CBS 15,000 Proc. & Gamble.........B&B ......... seuss ..»-Hoyt Allen....... cabs oe 
an increasingly important part in | Flying Tigers ...............DuMont 3,000 Johnson Candy ....... ... Franklin Bruck .........Gen Genovese.......+.. oe - 
attracuag business to hotels and | yoodiui the Great.............-ABC 2,000 Bristol-Myers ...........DC&S ...... ..cooeee-Buning ........ cooeceses (Film 
inns in the form of sales meets.) 000000 IE DOOD 50 cv cccc ce ce GE PROVOMEIE. 6oc.6es cies nd ccdeccsees errr Tree aes ‘ 
conventions, banquets, ete. i Dee cid esnanees NBC 35,000 WE  Sivexens tases ccc OWT oc ccc eee ees -..-Chas, Friedman..... eee ‘= Ls 
With the Master Video system | Fyank Sinatra Show..........-. CBS 11,000 Ekco Prods. ............Earle Ludgin...... ......Max Gordon . ¥. 
developed by RCA. it wil) be possi- (per 4%4-hr.) (15 mins. only) (Danny Dare takes 
ble not only ts teiveast events oooh per m rig next week) “— 
ing place in the hotel to every ss came ihe tic CBS 35,000 General Elec. ..... seni Si d.ce anaes ...Bob Banner...... eer 
reony im the haspice, but to re- preaéy Mente ee NBC 12,000 Hazel Bishop ..... .+eeee-Raymond Spector ....... Perry Lafferty...........N. Y. 
a re Gabby Hayes Daytime a 6,000 Quaker Oats....... »+e++. Sherman-Marquette .....J0e Clair ....... csacoe Ne ¥. 
ae wen Poe ae 5,000 Quaker Oats .Sherman-Marquette ..... Vincent Donahue........N. Y. 
Sysiem can also traasmit “ignals | Gavby neg se od adie CBS 2.400 Participating hutaanee : Bees Senna ian ON eA Herb Sanford...........N. Y. 
sent to the hotel te auy of the | Garry Moore Daytime.......... asl sat ol ee 
8 guest or public room». System pro- , WOR si sccewsde Needham, Louis & BrorbyHerb Sanford. ..........N. Y. 
vides for seven antennas mounted | Garry Moore Evening.......... CBS eye ag a tg ced 0 —— => el oS 
on five masts « the roof. A spe | Gayeteré eer os... ABC 2. nute Maid ....... 663:46 RE EWE + 68S. c ass sa 56's 6 : on, eeas ste 
eon 1 : -'Gene Autry Show.............. CBS 17,000 i. eee rere ee POE oy Sa Aw eS eGIE ES rmand Schaefer........ 
eiai preampliz:.. in tae tower | icipati Lar Puck N. Y. 
age « . . iviedss see \Galfrey & Friends wTevrr cf ft tan CBS 19,000 Participa ng eee eeeene O04. 26.45 9.8.8 eeeeereeree e@eees ry . seereeeeee 
feeds s:gnels ta 10 individual risers. Y& Rich. Eckl N. Y. 
"he 4 aes. | Goodyear Revue ......... vous ie 20,000 Goodyear ..... 6dNekees EE Sees bbaeanes coes eM MONEE. cc ccacccceedt 
There are signal boosters on vart- | G ehveer TY Plashouse NBC 25.000 Goodyear Y&R Fred Coe N. Y. 
: 4 oocyear 2 ¥Y Fiaynouse......-- oe, A ‘eee eevee eee es SUA - se eee eseesesrenvevse BRT UU... won eeeeteeeees 
gg " ron\ Geocient Disble ......... LLL INBE 2,000  Chesebrough ............Cayton ................ Allan Black.............N. Y. 
ee a ele ABC 6,000 Gruen Stockton, West & Burk- 
represents a radical depariure that; Grueu Theatre ..........05--. — wee ee aa Leon Fromkiss (Film) 
promises new possibilities in vari- | eM P< ST Te eee ae TE PEERED NSS i. 
ous fields. The camera developed | Hawkins Falls ....... Coeces. +e ye — gee seeeecees ys SE Hvaseeess se —_ aia cta hens ag + 
to augment this service is as com-| Headline Clues .......... .. DuMont , ewater pe ereveees . ce cecces ~ —_ oe seeeees NN. Y 
pact as a regulation 16m camera. ' Herb Shriner Time werTe Tt eo ._.ABC 13,000 ° Cluett, Peabody. eee reeeer R ese eee h eeeese ee As mead OLE. we ccccces (Film) 
It's portable and can start tele-| H’weod Opening !ight..........CBS 6,000 a Pharmacal....... mes gf PeOE ge Revue Prods....sesese+- 
casts from any point, including H’'weed Screen Tust...... éc0ss 5,250 2, Sere re rrei = cot mith, Frenc Societe Bini N.Y 
airplanes and ships. ™ eae ester Lewis......e.06: ‘o . 
The Waldorf tele system repre-| H’wood Jr. Circus ...... Coeds. ABC 5,000 H'’wood Candy .........-R&R..... TTT TTT TTT TE eT Tee preneenes aa. 
sents a peacetime adapiation of | Hopalong Cassidy ............. NBC 15,000 Gen. Foods..... $00 000051 BENE SOS 0ecCOceseeCeece NU Anguish. eeebeeae k . 
what was primarily developed for | Howdy Doody ...... ieeebexeves NBC 1.00 Participating ....cccccccccsess peecccoccosesecces OE MEMIP..... Prrriry.. me 
military needs. There are current-| (per '4-hr.) : : 
ly about 206 such installations, I Leve Lucy ............+--+- CBS 25,000 Philip Morris...... coves BIOW cececcceeecesess.-JeSS Oppenheimer....... (Film) 
most of them having been taken| it’s News to Me...............CBS 9,500 SO POG 2. ccvveccsens BOD. 6os0neccvecesecevesusdéaanceseeseds SocceoeNs Ve 
over by the military. With this| yey Benny Show.......... .. .CBS 40,000 Amer. Tobacco ..........BBD&O ................Ralph Levy.......++++.+-H’wood 
cainera. it is possible for staff tad-| Johpny Olsen Show......... DuMont 2,500 Participating ..... she eepaamteasats seccscoccccess AD GUNEM.scccsevocsecy Ee 
peggy a ag Rona y ato ol rary NBC 5,500 “Minn. Mining...... s6ce MND: dveccnses oooees.Barry-Enright ....0000...N. ¥- 
eane-y perdeatny = an ighGag | i eee ee ee ee ee eeeee o* 
would betray , sitions at night),| M@te Smith Daytime...... .--. NBC a 3,400 Participating teeeeneerececeseeeees, Led Collins 
fs F i. (14-hr. per day) 
Instructions can be given from} 


446060666606 , a 
headquerters to front line posi-| Kate Smith Evening...........NBC 


26,000 Participating ..... 
tions 


eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee re. "eee errs * . * — 
(per 42-hr.) 

The Master Vide system sciso! Keep Posted .............. DuMont 3,500 Curtis Pubs. ............BBD&O ...... eeceeecee. — oy ” ¥ 
has a muittiude of industria! adap- 

i ‘ ay »' Ken Murray Show....... esos. CRS 32,500 Anheuser-Busch .........D’Arcy ................. Murray .......... ccoee N. Y. 
been installed ie ———— | Mids & Co. eee seevcccooces DuMont 3,800 Int'l Shoe ..... ++seeee-» Westheimer & Block..... Wyatt & Schuebel........N. Y. 

Aibough tse hee! hasn't yet Kraft Theatre ............. . NBC 16,000 Mraft .....ccce 4 0690S MEE SOEE 1S 4s Adi necwane Stan Quinn, — 
made ~ provision ror the iele sys- | Maury Holland...... Mt. ¥. 
tem to he connected for outside Kuklda, Fran & Ollie........... NBC re , Participating ......... CURES CREARE SDC E 4s 00 ooo. Beulah Zachary.....-- . 

. be | (per '2-hr. 

xdiie da proceedings ‘oired ot the |Langford-Ameche ........ .++..- ABC 35,000 Participating ...... borueeaen eeOeserdes oes agece« 0% Ward Byron...... acaqaa. .¥. 
Waldorf can be seen at any point Leave It to Girls......... ee 3.000 Riggio Tobacco .........Brooke, Smith 
in virtually any city. ‘ French & Dorrance ... Martha Rountree.....,..N. Y. 






































Wednesday, November 14, 1951 VARIETY RADIO-TELEVISION 27 ‘8 
° j 4 
PROGRAM NETWORK Cost SPONSOR AGENCY PRODUCER ORIG. MGM R di R t 
Life with Linkletter............ABC 10,000 Green Giant.............Leo Burnett ............John Guedel..... ecccee. H' wood a 10 0S er 
Lights Out. 2466 5.5%%. setevacs ae 9,000 Admiral ...........0....Erwin, Was@y...........Herb Swope, Jr.........N. Y. 
Live Like Millionaire .......... CBS 8,650 Grove LAS... sesscccasx Gardner 
mk General Mills............ Knox Reeves............ Masterson, t or ut 
; Reddy & Nelson.......N. Y. 
Lone Ranger ...... oak dcchis side Oa ABC 15,000 Gen. Mills ..... Weeiee deny + REE tok ae err rer oe Trendle-Campbell.....,..(Film) 
Love of Life.......... Pen 8,500 eS eee ™ Sea Ae. ~ Sten Bs Finalization of the Metro. pro- 
Lucky Strike Theatre.. o-- NBC 30,000 Amer. Tobacco....... 06s REED. << ge caisa 4-s/6 .«-. Robert Montgomery...... N.. ye gramming deal with Mutual last 
Lux Video Theatre..... é:arere 45-3, 0 ee 12,500 OT a nes Us ea a yah aaa o Sah a RE EEG acs og ares N. Y¥. /week gives the web several new 
Mama ........ Pic panedenkeeu! CBS = :11,000_~— Gen. Foods............. MEET ote sapares Ont fell... ds siccs Me ¥, ee er ies aan he 
, Man Against Crime......... oc Ae 12,500 — Serre eee | ee ee eee Edw. J. Montagne...... N. Y. | Attractions lineup 
: WRU A UMN. os ove were eee be 8 Gas NBC 12,000 B. SORACOG: aise cas iT) ir ke ee Err Frank Burns ravkieteiaiotay ee | te savhee includes “Woman of 
Meet the Press... ..ccccose rere 3,000 icone SSID 6-5. oso s08' 31s St. George’ & Key: DERE oe sige ree — | the Year.” starring Bette Davis in 
t sEWTeENnce SPIVAK... scece lf | a stanzs bas >< th fil f that 
¥ Smilin’ Ed’s seal Seah alaieceawiiis CBS 5,000 Brown Shoes........... Lee, BUPRBTG. 6.0.<c0000-0% oS By (Film) A geo a ot ge Son. weaee 
q Miss Susan . ETE 11,060 ES aE ee eee EAP re ree | ge re N. ¥. lslot: “Black Museum,” Orson 
Mr. District Atty.. Raipaaieralwiats eer 13,000 Bristol-Myers .......... Ee ee eR ee oe eee Bae eee \. eo £ iW elles-starring mysterioso, which 
Mystery Theatre ............. ABC 13,500 Sterling Drug eaten ens DF&S Sie Eee iaNs la hae ak J. Donald Wilson........ (Film) |goes Tuesdays at 8 p.m.: “MGM 
One Man’s Family............. NBC 9,000 Sweetheart Soap. ....... Smontene, Beck & Comedy Theatre of the Air,” con- 
4 arner densing such films as “Meet Me 
ae Miles BRU. Sedeendeiewes WOME as han. Fos SE Carleton E. Morse...... Nn: Xs “me St. Louis.” “Anchors Aweigh,” 
Orig. Amateur Hr........... »...NBC 11,000 Old Golds ............. Lennen & Mitchell. ...... Remack Ents. .......00:. N. Y. | “Great Ziegfeld,” etc.; and *Mod- 
es ern Adventures of Casanova,” with 
Perry Como Show.............. CBS 17,000 CHESTETHEIG .ocikccaas Reith: Gi SPUN sos. c (asin ark 2 a MOONY |. oc a's was reine tee, es Errol Flynn, Thursdays, 8 p.m. 
(3 shows) | Other MGM Radio Attractions 
Philco TV Playhouse......... NBC 25,000 le re Hutchins crash a a mgiew a MH OS® 4c kaaaaae i a | hooked are “Crime Does Not Pay,” 
Plainclothesman ............ DuMont 5,000 eer re ee Warwick @: Legier.......dohn L. Clark... .cicecces Ni 2%. Mondays, 8:30 p.m.; “Dr. Kildare,” 
F , Tv i >w Ayres : zionel Barry- 
RCA Victor Revue.......... __NBC a a 7 Pete Barnum .......... N.Y. with Lew Ayres and Lionel Barr} 
Racket Squad ..........+-:- CBS —:15.000~——~Philip Morris |... 2... OM - 5.  Askesa vest Hal Roach, Jr........... in 86 | Sa, eee ee 
Red Skelton Show........... NBC 35,000 Proc. & Gamble.......... Russel Seeds ........... Freeman Keyes.......... H'wood cipringeg 4 Pip mot a . Maisie.” with 
Rocky King, Detec. ....... DuMont 6,000 Amer. Chicle............ DF&S See. .... eeeere er S 2 Ry Par ei “°° oe a ake 
Ruth Lyons’ Club............ .NBC 650 PRC RON Te yo -0'0 5 6:9 0 C0 + Oe a Gene Walz ....... eee Cincy “Hardy o Seaite F ae DF com 
(44-hr. per day) | oo picicht iad hie 
: | Rooney, Lewis Stone and Fay 
Sammy Kaye Show............. CBS 12,000 SIMONE ok. oS eT TREES Lambert & Feesley......Coby Ruskin ........... |, Fe # | Holden, Fridays, 8:30 p.m.; and 
Sarah Churchill ....... Rea ia card CBS 5,000 PROTO 5.50 50-06 4-5)5.5:0% BE: gh 8S Re ee Chuck Kebee...... phase ec N,. ¥. “MGM Theatre of the Air.” with 
Say It With Acting............. ABC 2,500 PEPIN) PSION. 7 cis iciaiesinis.aG SO MUUNGUL. sce aadeae vow “». few ebelenad fae A | Howard Dietz as host, Saturdays, 
Schlitz Playhouse ............. CBS 20,000 OUDETEAGE ious 8c 508.4 wiabvace 8 RUMCRE TNT state skerstelcletetarr ais Felix JACKSON... .06sc0cectts 2s 8:79-9:30 pm. 
Search for Tomorrow...... OR oy, 8,500 PrOe: & GRIMDIC. . kis ssc ae a Merete ere peer Bo ne CUGs,. SPVINE: os640ae000 N. Y. | Half of the shows will be offered 
Show Goes On..... ........5. CBS 9,000 Amer. Safety Razor...... R&R ieu ee PRO HDOG..) acuw es oles a | fer local sale as co-ops. These in- 
Somerset Maugham DU cs iscass: NBC 20,000 y iy FL Tt re ae anon R Cecil & Presbrey . afeomerars John Gibbs, | clude ‘ ‘Crime, ” “Kildare,” “Gracie 
Anne Marlowe......... N.. ¥, Fields,” “Hardy Family” and 
Songs for Sale...... HaNeieibioed ohevs CBS 6,275 RIEU UANE oie ciclo aisitis Ge Ss 5 ORE ee we Pd MERI crc a csesdrenacececeiea Ny 'X = pines el er 
(per 14-hr.) 7 eal was inked by S prexy 
Sound Off Time............... NBC 30,000 Chesterfield ...ccccsees Cunn. & Walsh ......... Doug Coulter. .......6... Various | Frank White and Metro veepee- 
Space Cadet ...... sieeaavines pk ED 5,000 SGA 5s Sv does ae Helena 2 NP Ne deete enema Al; DUCOVIAY ccesdicssesaude Me | treasurer Charles C. Moskowitz. 
Space Patrol ..... Teer ee. 5.000 PEER shia ckvet wie ei sk SCUNGE: acck is ersetssa Mike MOSER i: cccéceva ss N,. X. | 
RG (ERIN. «7.058. 50016 @eewmewaes CBS 2,500 CE 2 CC ae St GR rrr aren 0G, GUEe wo casuals N.. ¥, 
Star of Family......... graeeareed CBS 15,000 UNE) ks Rasharaawuns ABPGM. «nearness ey.a eee ere Perry Larerty . occcccaekun NN: 2 W Launching 3d Anni 
Steve Allen Show.............. CBS 2,200 NR ART EUR NE oy ie 2.5 ete abo Ih ys KVRIC MAIS Rae SAT Ue AP teat es. « Gaamereaacnis is Cay | 
(4-hr. per day) ; ‘0 0 
Btop the Music................ ABC 10,000 Participating .........ss6sscsccssssseceeesseeess Luis G. Cowan.......-. N. Y. | Seiety Campai mn, 1506 
(per 14-hr.) | ° ° 
Stork Club ...... pebkabinadoes CBS Wie eee eee Cunn. & Walsh. ........ Mike Dutton. ...... ee Free Time Contributed 
(3 shows) ' | Philadelphia, Nov. 13. 
ag gee OE eT eee CBS 5,000 SOURIS) aceaSiaw.be eine aries BRCY -c:5. cswisbes akan Walt Framer cis scscces Ms. Xs The third ponies traffic safety 
vens ; : os ‘ampaign, an intensive one-month 
~~ — esas eeccccecece CBS ‘a P coail Colgate rere re ea NE. i Navid catitie sie mee a Want Framer... 62550093 | Pet ts ge to surpass in scope 
aytime ‘ 'S hose " > 
Studio One ..... PAT Tee eg CBS 22,000 Westinghouse ....... ...McCann-Erickson ...... Worthington Miner......N. Y. he in o hal a by WEIL and 
SN HINO 6s. cbc bad ws eeewe.s ABC 12.000 PRPUMABNE o.66s.6s.c0.000% Sore. a eer Chi. | WFIL-TV Thursday. (15), in coop- 
Suspense ....... taemee Sue oo. CBS 11,500 ro oo | er ce ice Cecil & Presbrey ...... Robt. Stevens... 6 ..ccccerN. | eration with the Philadelphia High- 
Talent Scouts ..... CaS aw CRN CBS See" EAGIGH'S: 2.0.0 avivew saree’ Df): Sr ere ert a Jack: Carney... .cs. casei eae 2 | way Traffic Board and other civic 
Tales of Tomorrow............. ABC 12,000 een ere Hirshon-Garfield ....... Foley & Gordon........ NX | agencies. 
Ted Mack Fam. Hr....... miicaresenl ABC 7,500 POVCICINEUING isis ccctiaaaws eer rrree cts) ao. a reer Noe | This year’s campaign is slated to 
(per 4-hr.) employ donated radio-television 
Texaco Star Theatre........ NBC 45,000 Texaco .. Tere | ern ser raeerr fee Arvin THOUt..«<ccacaoes San time and free advertising space 
They Stand Accused........ DuMont 3,400 Crawford Clothes Fa eeate Al Paul Lenton: <0 c<aiw.c- of re Chi. from the stations and cooperating 
This Is Show Biz...... b6S)ate: eee 15,000 Amer. Tobacco .......... BEDE 6onkss cadiaewesc ving Mansfield erry ee N. Y. agencies valued at -more_ than 
Ree DWO inc. waees Pree ee ei NBC 10,000 Proc. & Gamble........ We Pike tiews bts amas Walter Craig is Vaae eae omnes $150,000. It will again feature the 
Toast of Town....... eer er CBS 29,500 Lincoln-Mercury ........ MER 5 ike 8S RR Rn _ a — “Silly Willie” figure to impress its 
INANE ci danwaeings es “Be Safe-Not Silly” slogan on the 
T-Men in Action...............NBC 15.000 BUC 6 ya hakatawnss lo ee ae ere ee Bern. Prockter.....0000. N. Y. public. The campaign will employ 
TV Teen Club. mr 9,000 Nash-Kel, ....... Scqiiaeecs Geyer, Newell & Ganger Skipper Dawes.......... Phila. many new promotional features, 
Twenty Questions eh04e 060 aoe 6,500 Mennen ........ ry K&E Y naldige neem ae Gary Stevens .......ee.- N. Y. including “Daffy Dilly,” a femme 
Versatile Varieties ............ ABC 4,500 Bonafide Mills........... CS RS ores keds a2d onsavardcths — a, . “ counterpart = “Silly Willie,” to 
‘rances Scott.........N. help personalize the safety drive as” 
Voice of Firestone*............NBC 17,000 et) re re Sweeney & James ......Chas. Polachek ......... N.. ¥ well as dramatize the need for 
BHO WOO. 645623 000 er er reer 11,000 Embassy Cigs. ..... .....Geyer, Newell & Ganger Goodson-Todman ........N. Y alertness on the part of motorists 
We, the People ...... 4 ose howls ee 12,000 ee OM vive tawes jeawes | ere ire por Dan Seymour ..... rer N. Y and pedestrians. é 
What's My Line?......cccces... CBS 8,000 a er ee rea Earle Ludgin iseuakee ates Goodson-Todman ....... a. © “Silly Willie’ was an original ®) 
Who Said That? eceoeerves ‘5.0 .NBC 3,500 Co-op SC buw) ROS Se Oi Ob Rb se Se Oe eA S08 Wr Oe re ee eS ole Anne Gillis wweeorn. oe ek a LN. yd character created by the stations to 4 
-Winchell- Mahoney Show.. .NBC © 15,000 Speidel Terereri ole ee SSC&B eee ee ee eT Louis Cowan sseeeee ee N. = act as a reminder of the needless 
You Asked For It........ - : DuMont » 7,500 Rosefield Pkg. ..... sone « Qala, Bascom & Bonfigli Oxarart & Steffner.......N. Y. mistakes which cause traffic acci- 
You Bet Your Life............. NBC 17,700 DeSoto-Plymouth ........ WE. Cav vecsanerenned John Gvedel ..... éeesn SDD dents. Together “Willie” and “Daf- 
(Grouche Marx) : ; fy” will deliver the safety message 
Young Mr. Bobbin. .NBC 15,000 Gen. Foods se eevee eeeee Y&R eee eens eeeeewee Jos. Scibetta ee N. . on street tours, at theatres, schools, 
Your Hit Parade...... errr 25,000 Amer. Tobacco........... BE? Sccansadgciscares Dan Lounsbery, sports events, club meetings and 
Ted Fetter ..... seers N.Y. other functions. Two Temple U. 
Your Show of Shows............NBC 25,000 BEPC CE REET Te Steg AE TAGUINEE. .ccccaes sate Ze campus leaders, Ed Guenther and 
(per %-hr.) ; hi Beverly Coyne, will play the parts. 
RQ eevee rr Tree | f 3,100 Quaker Oats ...cccocecs. ROR: ai. ve0e Ceutewawewe<s Don Meier...... err oe Every day, from Nov. 15 to Dec. 
15, the facilities of WFIL and 
WFIL-TV will be utilized to convey 
: their safety message. Special docu- 
* : 5 
Indicates simulcast; cost quoted is that for added TV expense only monteny pregtanns, 0s the aeke 40 
the central figures, will be broad- ; 
cast by the stations during the cam- ' 
paign. Spot announcements will be 





aired daily, approximately 850 from 
WFIL and more than 250 from 
| WFIL-TV. 

| The “Silly Willie” message will 
be carried on 100,000 safety buttons 


d1-92 





Estimated Weekly Network Radio Program Costs: "91-52 | 
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distributed to school children, the 
Junior Chamber of Commerce will 
NET- HEAD WRITER stencil the slogan in large letters 
D r Script Editor (on streets at ey locations. 
PROGRAM WORK COST SPONSOR AGEECE scecadiaaaees ’ P Signs will be displayed by 2,500 
 S., PRP rere ABC 1,750 See Kenyon & Eckhardt...Wm. Berns ......... Albert Aley service stations and on taxicabs, 
True Detective........ scosos MEO 2,500 Williamson Candy....... Aubrey, Moore & trucks, trolleys and buses. Depart- } 
Wallace ...........Murray Burnett..... M. Burnett ment stores, food chains and five- ‘se 
Voice of Firestone......... NBC 8,500 Firestone Tite... .i.c6ss Sweeney & James... Edwin Dunham ...... and-tens will circulate campaign i 3 
Voice of Prophecy......... ABC 500 Voice of Prophecy....... Western .... _....Milton oo are Dr. H.M.S. Richards | leaflets in packages and mailing 
Wendy Warren & News.. CBS 2,500 General Foods........... Benton & Bowles ....Don Wallace ....... John Pickard, pieces, and menus will carry the \s 
Frank Provo theme, along with 200 billboards all i “i 
Welcome Travelers......... NBC 5,000 Procter & Gamble...... eer rcrre Cree: Stefan Hatos ........ ; ‘ over the city. : 
When a Girl Marries........ ABC 2,500 General Foods........... Benton & Bowles..... John E. Gibbs........ Elaine Carrington The annual “Silly Willie” cam- it 
Wild Bill Hickok........... MBS 2,250 Perr rr ree eS ee Larry Hays paign has gained national recogni- ; 
M. Willson’s Music Room... NBC | me | eres bese J. Walter Thompson. Robert Packham ..... : tion from traffic experts, and the i 
Walter  ... ae ABC 12,000 Warner-Hudnut ......... 8 Ft ere Ty Paul Scheffels ....... Walter Winchell WFIL stations have won numer- i Ae 
Wismer’s Wildr’t Scoreboard ABC 500 Wildroot .......05 sears .BBD&O ee: Se Pr nes ol ee ere Harry Wismer uos honors for their part in initiat- ‘ 
Woman in My House...... ». NBC 2,750 Manhattan Soap.........Scheideler, Beck & ing and conducting the drive. 
ee re Carlton Morse .......Carlton Morse 
You Bet Your Life......... NBC 9,000 DeSoto-Plymouth ..... er ane xc se, I. . oc 0 SG es . Bernie Smith 43 
ane Dr. Malone...... < Oe 3,000 Procter & Gamble...... ——— errr Te poe ig 4 — .eeeee.-duUlian Funt Ree eee Ny te Joined i ef 
0 Ww rown...... Cc , rrrer D-FB ...cccccccccce -SFaD nne the staff o , Yankee-Mutua et 
utterance apie i - ia Hummert ......... Elizabeth Todd affiliate here, as publicity and , 
Your Hit Parade.........-.. NBC 6,000 -American Tobacco....... BBD&O ..ccccceces. Hatten. Dunning...... Arnold Leo sales promotion manager. | 
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ASSEMBLY VI . | IN THE PUBLIC’S INTER 
With Prof. Arthur M. Schlesinger, | C $| With Jerry Gears, _— 

Qe, narrator ‘ e > Ld Tu. : p.m. 
Producers: Robert Saudek, Jack I ele k ollow up Comment }| WCAU-TV, Philadelphia 

Webb | __ Four of the industry’s informed 
30 Mins.; Sat., 7 p.m. | men answered questions (11) about 
Sustaining 


NBC, from N. Y. 
The Ford Foundation’s Televi- 
sion-Radio Workshop, which is ded- 


icating its $1,200,000 kitty to pub- 
lic service programming, appropri- 
ately pegged its initial TV project 
onto the current sessions of the 
United Nations Assembly in Paris. 
“Assembly VI” will be a 12-part 
series made up of film clips and a 
running narration by the young 
Harvard University history profes- 
sor, Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr. 

This series bowed Saturday night 
10) with a competent summariza- 
tion of the UN activities during 
the previous week. This stanza, 
however was on the pedestrian side 
with a palpable institutional flavor 
lending a stuffy taste to the pro- 
ceedings. 

The program material, presented 
within a standard film documentary 
format, was a straightforward rec- 
ord of the major speeches deliver- 
ed before the UN Assembly. A) 
special camera crew in Paris for 
this series came up with the usual 
newsreel-type of film clips of the 
speakers and delegates and, like 
the newsreels, never attempted any 
visual probing beneath the surface 
of the events. An opening se- 
quence, showing preparations for 
the UN meeting, was also on a 
superficial travelog level which 
added nothing to the understand- 
ing of the issues before the United 
Nations. 

The commentary was not much | 
more helpful. Presented with a} 
tone of objectivity, the Schlesinger | 
narration was loaded against the 
Russian position. It was a specie 
of uncritical reporting which ob- 
scures the issues and hence blocks 
an effective fight against the Soviet 
‘peace” propaganda. Herm. 











SPORTS HOT SEAT 
With Johnny Delmont, Don Riley, 

Mark Tierney, Bill Bevans, Glen 

Flanagan 
Producer-director: Sherman Head- | 

ley 
30 Mins.; Sun., 10 a.m. | 
HOWARDS’ MEN CLOTHIERS 
WTCN-TV, Minneapolis 

This is still another new sports | 
show adding one more to the pres- 
ent record breaking number. Cum- | 
prising a panel of two St. Paul | 
newspaper sports. writers, Don| 
Riley and Mark Tierney, who de- 
bate controversial matters per- 
taining to football, boxing, etc., 
and who fire questions at promi- 
nent sports world figures who sit 
in the “hot seat,’ it holds much 
interest for most of the male pop- 
ulation, especially the very large 
percentage that has a yen for 
stadium, ring and other such ac- 
tivities. : 

Riley and Tierney handle them- 
eselves like TV experts and Johnny 
Delmont proves to be a_ tiptop 
noderator. At show caught, Riley 
and Tierney debated whether the 
present University of Minnesota 
cazzle dazzle or former power foot- 
ysall is the better brand, a current 





two-platoon gridiron system. Tier- 
ney found fault with the attitude 


| where the comic had an act called 


| didn’t say nothin’; 


larmed forees standards, his sweet 


not topic, and the merits of the} 





The whole format of “This Is 
Show Business” on CBS-TV last 
Sunday (11) turned around Jack 
Benny, middled between regular 
endmen Sam Levenson and George 
S. Kaufman (first time for all-male 
panel), A trio of performing guests 
had their “problems” slanted to- 
ward the man in the centre, who 
allowed himself to be slightly third- 
degreed. Meantime, the cameras 
gave him the play both during the 
comment and in panto gestures. 

Opener in the 7:30 Lucky Strike 
block was toe térper Kathryn Lee 
of “Two on the Aisle,” who hoofed 
to “Flight of Bumble Bee.” The 
deucer was Joe Laurie, Jr.. in a 
rib about Benny’s adopted age. 
Laurie did a competent oldtime 
song-and-dance stint and, coinci- 
dentally, plugged his new book, 
“Show Biz.” 

Laurie’s big theme was that he 
played on a vaude bill 39 years ago 
with Benny, at Davenport, IIL, 


(Miss) Salisbury & Benny. His part- 
ner pianoed to JB's fiddle. Benny, 
of course, vehemently denied that 
on the ground of age, which ex- 
tended the joke. 

In the windup entertainment 
stint, John Raitt, who made his rep 
in the Rodgers-Hammerstein ‘‘Car- 
ousel” a few seasons back, did the 
“Soliloquy” from that tuner after 
expressing a secret ambition to be 
a musical conductor. Benny thought 
it would be nice to be Errol Flynn, 
or maybe Jascha Heifetz or, in a 
pinch, even Jack Benny. Levenson 
he grabbed a 
fiddle and played “Love in Bloom.” 
But Benny wouldn’t be topped. He 
trotted out his own violin and du- 


etted with Levenson. _ Overall 
“Show Business” maintained its 
high qualitative entertainment 
level. 


The taped AM show in previous 
half hour had Benny & Co. super- 
chiefing it back to Hollywood after 
the frustrated Paganini had been 
salvoed by the Friars in N. Y. JB’s 
chief concern was the publicity, 
gossip columns, etc., covering the 
tribute. He couldn't find any. 

For the topical latchon ‘(Armis- 
tice Day), Dennis Day gave the 


pipes weakening by the time he 
wound with “Stars and Stripes 
Forever.” 

Benny slyly worked in another 
plug—this time covering his Sina- 
tra guestint. Last half (by now the 
train was in Pasadena and three 
hick scribes turned out to inter- 
view him) was a sketch following 
Benny's remarks on quitting radio. 
Benny and the troupe came through 
as doddering old geezers. Even the 
“Be Happy Go Lucky” commercial 
was in creeking tempo. End plug 
was for Benny's chore on “This Is 
Show Business.” 





“Cosmopolitan Theatre,” Du- 
Ment’s major entry in the TV 
dramatic sweepstakes, has taken 
its place among the finer drama 
‘stanzas. It was particularly ap- 
parent in last week’s presentation 
of “Lost Concerto,” based on a 
Cosmo story by Libby Block and 





of the ukelele’ playing Gopher 
gridders en route to California for 
their game with the Bears there, 
resulting in a one sided victory for 
the latter. He argued they should 
have been in a more serious frame 
of mind. 

First to be called to the “hot 
seat” was a onetime Minnesota 
All-American gridder, Bill Bevans., 
an alltime Gopher great. He was 
quizzed on his views regarding 
razzle dazzle and power football— 
the kind he played—and the two 
platoon system. He expressed the 
opinion that often players weren't 
in long enough now, under the 
two-platoon system, to get suffi- 
ciently warmed up so that they 
could show to their best advantage. 
He felt that players should con- 
centrate and be serious while in 
the game, but was not averse to 
pre-game singing and ukelele play- 
ing by squad members. 

Flanagan, who has been a rated 
featherweight boxing contender, 
was questioned regarding his repu- 
tation for demanding exorbitant 
terms and why he operates as his 
own manager. He denied being 
out of line in asking a $1,000 guar- 
antee for a proposed Twin Cities 
match with another rated fighter 
in his division. If such a fight 
couldn’t earn him that, it wouldn't 
be worth his time and effort and 
if the promoter couldn’t afford 
that much of a purse for him the 
bout likely would be a_ boxoffice 
bust anyway and shouldn't be con- 
sidered, he said. 
complained that newspapers have 
misrepresented him. He was en- 
tirely at ease and impressed by 
his apparent lack of toughness and 
conversational ability. Rees. 


Flanagan also | 4ssets. 








adapted for video by Arnold 
Schulman. 

| With Lon Chaney and Susan 
| Douglas heading up an unusually 


| well-chosen cast, the evening’s 
production was finely wrought, 
sensitively directed and mature 


TV theatre at its best. 


that this is the story of the brash, 
successful Babbitt who brings a 
wife back from New York to his 
smug little town. The town’s 
antagonism, including the ma- 
neuvering of an_ ex-sweetheart 
who's still on the make for him, 
provokes the gal’s confession of 
a tragic love affair. 

His response to what he con- 
siders a moral digression. and the 
script's treatment in a light and 
understanding manner, yielded 
some smooth comedy, with just 
enough of the deeper nuances to 
capture the viewer's complete at- 
tention. Lon Chaney was ideally 
cast as the burly male knocked 
for a loop when confronted with 
the double’ standard problem. 
Susan Douglas as the diminutive, 
highly-sensitive bride who has to 
| make the decision between art and 
Security, never permitted melodra- 
| matics to crowd the story and pro- 
— an interesting contrast in 
| 





casting. Ruth McDevitt in the role 
of a caustic housekeeper and out- 
spoken but understanding realist, 
was particularly effective in sup- 
port. David Pressman’s direction 
was one of the show’s qualitative 





Donald O’Connor is a young per- 
former of considerable talents, as 
he demonstrated anew Sunday (11) 





Cosmo mag readers may recall | 


Hour.” His versatility spans the 
gamut of singing, dancing, buf- 
foonery and mimicry, plus an 
overall winning demeanor. One 
would obviously expect a letdown 
in a Colgate showcase that follows 
Martin Lewis, but the O’Connor 
stanza came off with an unpreten- 
tious pleasantness that bodes well 
for the comic’s future. 

(It was apparent, too, on the 
O’Connor show, that the Colgate 
Hollywood originations are taking 
on a character of their own; that 
in eschewing the over-produced 
Gotham originations, there is in its 
stead an informality, a spirit and 
zest, plus attempts to achieve inno- 
vations in camera and other tech- 
niques.) 

The O'Connor show was note- 
worthy Sunday in that it marked 
the TV debut of Harpo Marx (thus 
becoming the third to embrace 
video, Groucho already a_ solid 
click with his own show, and Chico 
heading up one of the more dubi- 
ous entries of last season.) The 
Harpo panto (with the inevitable 
gal chasing), his clowning at the 
keyboard, his “ridiculous to the 
sublime” gerformance at the harp 
—all famifiar trademarks from pix 
and vaude days—revealed him as 
an ingratiating TV _ personaftity. 
Obviously, it’s a limited repertoire 
designed for guest appearances, 
rather than for continuous ex- 
posure. On Sunday he was a wel- 
come starter on the program. ? 
Other program components, in- 
cluding Yvonne de Carlo and 
Roger Price, were neatly coordl- 
nated into the hour of pleasantry. 





Ed Wynn’s first telecast from 
the Coast Saturday (10) for NBC- 
TV’s “All Star Revue” came over 
the cable as an hour of routine en- 
tertainment lacking in sparkle or 
originality. The venerable come- 
dian was the same old Wynn, com- 
plete with spectacles and his hur- 
ried titter after every gag. His 
style is effective enough when the 
material is there. It wasn’t on 
Saturday's show. 

As support Wynn had Dorothy 
Lamour, Buster Keaton, the 
Nicholas Bros., the De Mattiazzis 
and Bob Hope in a walkon at the 
finale. Introed as “just back from 
a ‘Movietime’ tour,” Miss Lamour 
muffed an opportunity to get in a 
plug for Hollywood on her TV 
debut. “You must have attracted 
tremendous crowds,” reflected 
Wynn. “No, Ed, everybody was 
home looking at television.” = 

Hewing closely to what the pub- 
lic probably expected of her, Miss 
Lamour crooned “Moon of Mana- 
koora”’ and “Can’t Give You Any- 
thing But Love, Baby.’ She had 
no sarong but in lieu of that gar- 
ment contribbed a few wiggles. 
Number, which was rounded out 
with a male quartet, was well 
staged. Later she _ portrayed 
“Delila” to Wynn’s “Samson” in 
one of the comic’s “silent movies” 
where participants hold up ex- 
planatory caption . cards. Star 
works easily, but this warmed over 
scene hadn’t the crispness when 
first done on Wynn’s show. At the 
end of the bit Hope rushed on to 
remark, “Pardon me, I thought this 
was the ‘Road to Morocco.’ ” 

Insofar as his end of it was con- 
cerned, Wynn displayed what he 
called a “TV Primer” and also did 
a brief stint as “Inspector Wynn of 
Scotland Yard.” Primer consisted 
of lining up six individuals onstage 
variously labeled as “sponsor. pro- 
ducer, director, typical viewer,” 
ete. A “chain reaction” set in when 
the sponsor loosed his purse 
strings. Though fairly amusing, 
the bit was too long drawn out to 
be genuinely effective. Whodunit 
was merely a buildup into a Snow- 
Crop orange juice plug. 

_ Buster Keaton, true to form, got 
involved with some dough in a 
bakery. 
rific in a silent comedy 30 years 
ago. But this is 1951. Nicholas 
Bros. dashed off some of. their 





This, no doubt, was ter- | 





his own cleffing, “You Ring Bells,” 
got launched but was knifed by 
the clock in one of the most sud- 
den of such burials of the season. 
The hour stanza got a forefront 
wallop via Raymond’s playlet with 
Eileen Nokimura as a young 
Korean housewife opposite him. 
It was Eric Arthur’s sensitive origi- 
nal, “Parallel 38,” interlarded with 
Shakesperean readings (“Richard 
Ill,” ete.) by the duo that came 
off beautifully. Raymond’s role 
was a medico in the United Na- 
tion’s civil assistance command. 
Within limitations imposed by _ its 
inclusion as an insert in a variety 
block, it seemed to have a larger 
dramatic potential than could be 
encompassed in the rigid tailoring. 
Miss MacDonald’s reprises in the 
“Bowl” sequences, called “Sym- 
phony Under the Stars” (“Sweet- 
hearts,” “She Didn't Say Yes,” 
“The Night Was Made for Love” 
and “Gianina Mia”), climaxed a 
salvo display. Among spotlighted 
acts were harpist Robert Maxwell, 
socko on “Malaguena”; five-year- 
old pianist Beatrice Bregman-Pich 
in an appropriately showy Chopin 
piece; violinist Robert Rudie ‘con- 
cert-master of the Dallas sym- 
phony orch) and trumpeter Raphael 
Mendez in dramatic concerto, with 
back-and-forthing of other instru- 
ments picked up by the cameras. 
Aside from command of his in- 
strument, Mendez demonstrated 
superb showmanship and_ free- 
wheeling body action. 

David Broekman, with a crew 
augmented to 40 pieces, gave the 
set fine backing throughout, but 
Murray’s takeover for comedy 
batonning didn’t fit and is a bit 
TV-aged by now. The scene-steal- 
ing act was Al Mardo and his do- 
nothing dog, Flash. That Gene 
Raymond end-up void was too bad. 
He was rigged in tails for the oc- 
casion with no place to go after 
his “Plato-tomato” teeoff on the 
song. 


Ed Sullivan’s “Toast of the Town” 
via CBS-TV Sunday (11) wasn’t of 
sock calibre but managéd to pack 
some ‘diverting *moments into its 60 
minutes. Perhaps best of the ses- 
sion’s varied ingredients was an ex- 
cerpt from the current Broadway 
melodrama, “The Number.” Scene 
was well played by the original 
cast which included, among others, 
Dane Clark, Martha Scott and Mur- 
vyn Vye. 

Also on hand were the ubiquitous 
Mary Healy and Peter Lind Hayes. 
Of late it seems that they’re on 
the channels as often as that spot 
announcement for the Castro Con- 
vertible. Pert husband-and-wife 
team made with the songs-and-pat- 
ter, much of which they’ve used in 
the past. Impressions of Jeanette 
MacDonald & Nelson Eddy as well 
as Russell Nype came off fairly 
well. But their duet of “You're 
Just in Love” missed the mark. 

Billy Daniels, per usual, scored 
with his nifty vocal arrangements. 
Negro singer did “Sunny Side of 
the Street” from his upcoming Co- 
lumbia film of the same name and 
later returned to warble a fetch- 
ing “Get a Kick Out of You.” A 
couple of British imports handled 
the novelty end of the show. They 
were pantomimist Norman Wisdom 
and puppeteer Renee Strange. 

Wisdom was anything but im- 
pressive in his first trip onstage. 
Introed as a man who laughs at his 
own jokes, he did just that until 
bodily carried off by emcee Sulli- 
van. His second stint was in the 
typical British humor vein where 
he becomes fouled up in the strings 
of a harp and wrestles with a tuba. 

Miss Strange, a tall, leggy gal, 
cleverly manipulates a_ puppet 
horse and rider. respectively named 
Pinto and Annie. Curiously, she 
has the marionettes in action with 
her own legs as a background. This 
posed a vexing problem for the 
viewer. “What should I do?— 
watch the puppets or the gams?” 
Sullivan was his usual self as host. 








spirited acro-dance routines and 
the De Mattiazzis were a high spot 
with their life-size “dancing doll” 
routines. 





Except for one mishap. the “Ken 
Murray Show” on CBS-TV last 
Saturday (10) played in the better 
groove. The marquee level was 
high, though lacking Ann Sothern 
and Robert Cummings, starred in 
“Faithfully Yours” on Broadway, 
who were advance-billed but not 
encased. Comic Hugh Herbert did 
an “in one” quickie that was really 
a walkon to trailerize his guesting 
on show next Saturday (17). 

What with that bit an in-between 
abracadabra, plus an obvious com- 
mitment on four Jeanette Mac- 
Donald vocals in the “Night in 
Hollywood Bowl” production line, 
the latter's skedded vis-a-vising 





jas star of the “Colgate Comedy 








with husband Gene Raymond on 








| Walter Hampden 
|stimulating protraval of Daniel 
| Webster on CBS-TV’s “Schlitz 
| Playhouse of Stars” Friday (9). 

Hector Chevigny's original tele- 
/play, “The Decision.” presented 
the historical material in interest- 
‘ing fashion. Yet it didn’t register 
| fully in dramatic terms. This, per- 
|haps, was due to the fact. that 
Webster, one of this country’s 
greatest orators, was a stiff, un- 
bending person, given to speech- 
ifying — and the declamations, 
while effective examples of spell- 
binding, put the piece on a rarified 
plane. 

The historical detailing was ex- 
cellent. Story told of Webster’s 
great ambition to rise to the Presi- 
dency, his financial support by 
monied businessmen who enabled 
him to remain in politics, and his 


(Continued on page 40) 


turned in a 





“Your TV Set,” on WCAU-TV’s 
new regularly scheduled series “In 
the Public’s Interest.” Panel come 
prised E. W. Merriam, service man- 
ager of Radio-Television Manufac- 
turers Association; Albert M. Haas 
president Television Contractors 
Association; Harry Ehle, v.p. of In- 
ternational Resistance Co., and 
Hugh Smith, director of Better 
Business Bureau of Philadelphia, 
Mrs. Katherine DeReeder, public 
relations consultant, represented 
average TV set owner seeking in- 
formation. 

Stanza is also the first in a series 
of educational sessions planned 
by ‘the recently organized JERCS 
(Joint Electronics and Radio Com- 
mittee on Service of Philadelphia), 
a group of manufacturers, distribs, 
dealer service contractors and tech- 
nicians in this area. 

Mrs. DeReeder’s troubles were 
typical of those that afflict the set 
owner. “Why do I have to pay doc- 
tor’s prices to have it fixed and 
then find the receiver is not re- 
paired?” “Why can’t someone be 
sent right away?” Carrying out the 
medical theme, Panelist Haas 
countered “What seems to be the 
nature of the complaint?” To ex- 
plain the complicated task of serv- 
icing, viewers glimpsed a large- 
scale flat demonstrator of a tele- 
vision receiver diagram. The 
demonstrator graphically showed 
the great number of parts and 
tubes in a TV receiver and the 
function of each as it receives 
sound and sight waves. The con- 
trol room and studio at WCAU-TV 
were also flashed on. 

Another standard poser “Why 

don’t they send older men?” drew 
the reply “TV is a young man’s 
business.” The age of the mod- 
erator compared to his guests on 
the panel was evidence enough, al- 
though not brought out. Panelists 
felt that people were still thinking 
of repairs in terms of a $29.95 
radio set. The cost is high, they 
admitted, but reasonable: and the 
money saved in entertainment 
values more than compensated for 
expense involved. 
_ Merriam, who just completed an 
investigation of service problems 
in major TV areas, said there was 
a need for planned vocational 
training in schools and adult edu- 
cation, and that this project had 
already been launched. From the 
public relations standpoint it will 
take quite a few programs for the 
JERCS to make the average set 
owner content with present TV 
service. Viewers were advised 
when set gets out of order to con- 
tact committee for responsible 
servicing. Gagh. 


CHICAGO BEARS QUARTER- 

BACK CLUB 
With Red Grange, Luke Johnsos, 

Jim Hamilton, Wed Howard 
Producer: Andy Christian 
Director: Chuck Phiilips 
30 Mins.; Mon., 9:30 p.m, 
STANDARD OIL 
WGN-TV, Chicago 

(McCann-Erickson) 

“Chicago Bears Quarterback 
Club,” now in its third year, has 
evolved into a smoothly-produced 
sports packet. It has all the ele- 
ments to corral the sizeable pro 
football clientele hereabouts, and 
can again be expected to justify 
the client’s not-inconsiderable ex- 
penditure. 

Show’s major drawing card is 
the official Chi Bears film of the 
preceding Sunday’s game, but it’s 
the knowledgeable grid commen- 
tary supplied by former-All Ameri- 
can Red Grange and assistant Bear 
coach Luke Johnsos-that provides 
the extra seasoning. Pair has de- 
veloped fine video poise with little 
of the stiffness that frequently 
marks the athlete-turned-gabber. 
Actually, on session viewed (29), 
the two were slightly too-much-at- 
home, and crossed over each 
other’s lines in their enthusiastic 





commentary backgrounding the 
running of the pic. 
The film itself was of good 


quality and well edited to high- 
point the significant plays. Fact 
that the lenser a time or two lost 
the ball via the tricky pro faking 
was excusable. 

Per usual, Standard Oil's puffs 
were firstrate, with spielers Jim 
Hamilton and Wed Howard selling 
solidly. Dave. 


Y&R Maps TV Shows For 
Joe E. Brown, Mayehoff 


Young & Rubicam has set its 
sights on both the Joe E. Brown 
and Eddie Mayehoff as potential 
TV stars, in separate airers, with 
agency execs currently engaged in 
preliminary negotiations. 

Y & R wants to package-produce 
the two shows and will pitch them 








up to house clients. 
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VARIETY 


TELEVISION REVIEWS 





BYLINE ; 

With Betty Furness 

Producers: Hal Davis, George 
Quint 

Director: Cort Steen 

30 Mins.; Sun., 7:30 p.m, 

KAISER-FRAZER 

ABC-TV, from New York 


(Weintraub) 

The premiere of this adventure 
series (4) hinted that the package 
will. be another contribution by the 
television industry to the motion 
picture industry’s ‘“Movietime 


USA” drive to promote theatre at- 
tendance. “Byline” is due for only 
a five-week go until Dec. 9 when 
the sponsor shifts to the Ellery 
Queen show in the same _ spot. 
Pending change won't be difficult 
to make. 


Major fault of the opening stanza 
was that the viewers who might 
have been held by the puerile yarn 
surely aren’t old enough to be in 
the market for a Henry J. auto. 
The tale, which had Betty Furness, 
gal newshawk, getting messed up 
with some. international smugglers, 
was held up almost entirely by the 
long arm of coincidence and at 
times there were yocks when there 
should have been gasps. 


It must be a continual source of 
amazement to those dialers with 
some appreciation of the coin and 
technical know-how and the gener- 
ally competent thesping that goes 
into such,a half-hour network TV 
production when the end product 
emerges so far below the enter- 
tainment standards of either radio 
or pix. Miss Furness and her sup- 
porting colleagues did as well as 
could be expected under the cir- 
cumstances of the plot. The stag- 
ing was good, as was the lensing. 
But it all came to naught. 

The Kaiser-Frazer plugs, voiced 
by Rex Marshall, also evidenced 
little imagination. Dave. 


MEET YOUR NEIGHBOR 

With Tiny Fairbanks; Milton Kaye, 
Eddie Baatz, music 

Producer: Fairbanks 

Director: Jerry Freedman 

15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 12 noon 

Sustaining : 


There’s probably a place in the 
N. Y. video picture for the homely, 
hilosopher type of show such as 
his, but this new WABD entry 
doesn’t look like the one. Show 
stars Tiny Fairbanks, a rotund per- 
sonality who, on the preem (12), 
seemed sincere enough with his 
*‘do-good” material but was over- 
board on the unctuous side. It’s 
possible, though, that there are 
some housewives who will go for 
this stuff. 


Fairbanks, on_ the _ initialer, 
started off with a little poem, sang 
a few songs, interviewed a New 
Jersey kid who had staged a show 
for the polio fund and a “typical” 
housewife with four sons in serv- 
ice, then wound up with a few 
more songs. As an example of his 
pitch, Fairbanks sang such tunes 
as “The Land I Live In” and “May 
he Good Lord Bless and Keep 

ou.” He demonstrated an okay 
voice, but seemed ill at ease before 
the cameras. 

Show is sustaining but Fairbanks 
pene in a nice plug for the Bo- 

ack chain. Reason appeared later 
in the program, when he presented 
_ housewife interviewee with a 

ohack gift certificate. Stal. 





AMERICA AT CHURCH 

With Dr. Harry Hager, Don Hus- 
tad, choir director 

Producer-director: Dough Gabrielle 

75 Mins.; Sun., 10 a.m. 

BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH 

WENR-TV, Chicago 


(Bennett) 


This is a regular weekly telecast 
of a complete Sunday morning 
service beamed by WENR-TV via 
ets pickup from the Bethany 

eformed Church. Voluntary con- 
tributions from viewers help pay 
the church’s video tab. To avoid 
the thought that churchgoers can 
fulfill their Sabbath duties merely 
by tuning in Channel 7, the tele- 
vised worship is pitched at the 
Shutins, As such it provides a 
commendable function for the ill 
and aged of the fundamentalist 
Protestant faith. , 


Understandably confined by the 
physical circumstances, there was 
ittle camera byplay during the 75- 
minute proceeding viewed (11). 
The attempt to super-impose what 
apparently was an open Bible over 
the praying minister will likely be 
dropped as unsuccessful. Except 
for this one try at video trickery, 
the rest of the service was shot 
rom back-to-front. Wide ~ shots, 
with the preacher backdropped 
the gowned choir, were eftactive. 
. Other than the mention of the 
shutins of videoland,” pastor Har- 
Ty Hager directed his sermon 
Primarily for the pewholders and 
avoided any hint of “overplaying” 
for the lensers, _... 


by | sical standing is well 





-. Dave. ¢* 


THE BESS MYERSON SHOW 
With Jack Wilson, Elliot Lawrence, 

Melle-Larks, Sherry Carlson 

models, others 
Producers: Dick Randall, Richard 

Bernstein 
Director: Jerry Freidman 
30 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 4:30 p.m. 
Participating 
WOR-TYV, N. 7. 

“The Bess Myerson Show,” a 
new’ ihailf-hour __cross-the-board 
stanza on WOR-TV, N. Y., showed 
promise on its Monday (5) preem. 
With the one-time Miss America 
as hostess, the session has a varied 
format that brings in household 
hints, a “fashion cavalcade” and a 
couple of guest celebrities. 

Show’s makeup appears to have 
ample interest for its intended au- 
dience—femme viewers. But the 
opening installment was marred by 
poor production and missed cues 
on the part of some of the partici- 
pants. Better rehearsal in the fu- 
ture no doubt will eliminate most 
of the flaws and slip-ups in subse- 
quent editions. 

Miss Myerson proved a gracious 
hostess whether demonstrating a 
lemon slicer from Lewis & Conger 
or indulging in small talk with 
bandleader Elliot Lawrence. How- 
ever, her reading of the accom- 
panying commentary on the “fash- 
ion cavalcade” was hesitant and 
ragged. More experience should 
correct this. 

Among snafus were an instance 
where a model appeared in a gar- 
ment that didn’t match the com- 
mentary and one occasion where 
Jack Wilson (on hand for the male 
viewpoint) walked with his back to 
the camera. These fauxpas were 
brushed aside by some quick ad- 
libbing on the part of Miss Myer- 
son. Other guests were the Mel- 
low Larks, a vocal group, and a 
representative of a camera store. 

Gilb 


LATIN CARNIVAL 
With Jack Kilty, Noro Morales 
orch, Massy Peterson dancers; 
Guy Lebow, announcer 
Producer: Albert Black 
Director: Frank Di Franco 
Writer: Tom Rogers 
30 Mins.; Sun., 11 p.m. 
WINSTON TV STORES 
WJZ-TV, N. Y. : 
(Albert Black) 
“Latin Carnival,” at best, is no 


more than a late Sunday night 
filler, which might get some 
viewers who are spinning their 


dials after the big network shows 
to see what’s still on the air before 
they turn off their sets for the 
evening. Show caught (4) was in- 
expertly produced and _ directed 
and furnished none of the :.atin 
flavor promised by the title. 
Granted that producer Albert Black 
is working on a shoestring budget, 
TV is too far advanced today to get 
away with this kind of stuff. 
Jack Kilty, as emcee, sat at a 
small table and spieled about the 
Latin countries he’s “visited’”’ to set 
the scene for each number. A video 
vet, he tried hard and sang his two 
numbers well, but he hardly had a 
chance. Noro Morales and his orch 
projected some hot Latin tunes in 
their usual top-drawer style but, 
except for some uninteresting su- 
per-impositions, there was nothing 
to dress their work visually. Massy 
Peterson and her troupe of native 
dancers also missed fire because of 
the lack of direction. 
Production-wise, the show was 2 
throwback to the 1945 days of TV. 
Lighting was atrocious, sets were 
nonexistent and director Frank Di 
Franco worked his cameras like a 
kid with a new toy. Guy Lebow did 
okay with his blurbs for Winston 
TV stores and the Zenith sets he 
demonstrated. Stal. 


PHILHARMONIC ¥UN 

With Hans Schwieger 
Producer-director: Phil Bodwell 
30 Mins.; Sat., 10 a.m. 

As a means of reaching follow- 
ers, young and old, of the Kansas 
City Philharmonic Orchestra, Con- 
ductor Hans Schwieger and 
WDAF-TV have gotten together on 
this Saturday morning half hour. 
The program takes pees before a 
juvenile panel of eight members, 
who view and ask questions of the 
orchestra members and _ others 
whom Schwieger, as a sort of in- 
structor-commentator, lines up for 
them. 

The session caught included a 
demonstration of the tympani and 
— instruments explained 

y the assigned orchestra mem- 
bers. Thus the youngsters learned 
about the kettle drum, the marim- 
ba and xylophone, chimes and 
others. There’s a good deal of in- 
formation to be picked up by both 
the panel and the viewer, the TV 
camera bringing it close to home 
most effectively. Schwieger’s mu- 
isplayed, 
with but a moderate distraction 
due to his European accent. 

The program is done in the pub- 
lic interest from the station stand- 
point, and is ving both enter- 
taining and rmative locally. 


; . Quin. 
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AL CAPP SHOW 
Director: Dick Huntley 
30 Mins.; Mon., 10:30 p.m. 
ANDERSON-LITTLE 
WBZ-TV, Boston 

Pre-empting the segment pre- 
viously held by “Who Said That?” 
WBZ-TV has inaugurated a new 
series built around cartoonist Al 
Capp which in its teeoff version 
added up to an_ undisciplined 
hodgepodge. Heading up a panel 
show with format similar to the 


network quizzer it replaced, Ca 
a P PP, (8), when it looked more like one | 


had for his first guests Fay Emer- 


son, with a startling new hairdo; 
actor Burgess Meredith, Harvard 
prof. Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr., 
and “for protection” columnist 
John Crosby, with the main beef 
on the initialer, too much Capp. 
Granted the guy is glib and often 
funny, if the stanza is to continue 
to showcase with personalities, he 
should stick more to the back- 
ground and ailow the guests more 
opportunity to shine, eliminating 
the unnecessary feeding and inter- 
ruptions apparent on the preem. 

Capp tossed such questions as 
“What daughter saw her mother 
burned at the stake last week?” 
answer, Uta Hagen’s, who wit- 
nessed her mother’s performance 
in “St. Joan.” Then “Who came 
to the big city and conquered the 
left?” alluding to Marciano’s de- 
feat of Joe Louis and his famous 
“left.” Panelists missing identi- 
fication were required to drop an 
article of adornment, cuff links, 
tie clasp, ete., into the “loot box” 
but this childish gimmick petered 
out before the stanza was very far 
along. The displaying of prepared 
caricatures of the person under 
discussion to the audience afforded 
the cartoonist the opportunity to 
display his talented crayon but 
stymied the home viewer from 
participating, a detraction to those 
who enjoy vying with the glamor- 
ous participants in search of the 
answer. 

Sponsored by Anderson-Little, 
clothiers, who also bankrolled the 
Hub edition of ‘‘Who Said That?” 
the commercials were  adroitly 
handled by Capp who utilized the 
drawing board to compare the 
shape of the average man (wide- 
rumped and paunchy), with that of 
the usual clothier’s dummy, re- 
marking that while the sponsor’s 


clothes couldn’t make a ‘“Weiss- 
muller” out of every man they 
might help. Elie, 


BACKSTAGE WITH THE ATTER- 

BURYS 
Director: Bob Stone 
15 Mins.; Sun., 12:15 p.m. 
ALBANY PLAYHOUSE 
WRGB-TV, Schenectady 

Malcolm Atterbury and Ellen 
Hardies (Mrs. Atterbury) gives 
viewers stimulating and sometimes 
fascinating “peeks through the 
dressing room mirror” on a new 
program presented to foster in- 
terest in their Playhouse at Albany. 
The Atterburys discuss various 
facets of the stage and drama, 
some of them in response to let- 
ters. They also chat with resident 
and visiting members of the Play- 
house company, seated in a dress- 
ing room. 

Last block caught had Miss 
Hardies making up for the role 
of the grandmother in “The Le- 
gend of Sarah,” while she and 
Atterbury talked about the plot. 
He also read an absorbing account, 
from “Story of Albany Theatre,” 
of a stormy date filled in that 
city in June, 1834, by the great- 
great-great gandfather of Tyrone 
Power. Thomas Rogers, jobbing a 
lead in “Sarah,” was the guest. 
Shot ranked among the best the 
Atterburys have done. Another 
provocative quarter-hour consid- 
ered the _ differences between 
tragedy, drama, comedy and farce. 

Feature, for which no script is 
used, has moments of unevenness 
and of occasional minor fluffs, but 
general level is creditable. The 
Atterburys are gaining ease and 
poise in the new medium. Camera 
work is not always the surest or 
best, but technical problems are 
involved here. Shots of the Play- 
house are included; fact that com- 
pany is Equity draws — 

aco. 


OF’s Vidpix Prod. 


Official Films has planned a line- 
up of vidpic programs and is farm- 
ing them out to indie producers 
for filming. Among the producers 
for OF is Jerry Fairbanks. 


New board of directors, elected 
at a stockholders’ meeting’ on. Oet. 
24, met last week to elect officers. 
New officers include Ike Levy, 
board chairman; Billy Goodheart, 
prexy; Seymour Reed, treasurer; 
Herbert Sigel, secretary, and- Her- 
man Rush, assistant treasurer. 





MIKE & BUFF SHOW 

With Mike Wallace, Buff Cobb; 
Alice Thompson, Harrison Mul- 
ler, Judge Matthew J. Diserio, 
guests 

Producer: Jess Kimmel 

Director: Judd Whiting 

30 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 2:45 p.m. 

Sustaining 

CBS-TV, New York 


In a medium where so few day- 
timers make with either sense or 
entertainment, this new cross-the- 
boarder stacks up as a bright addi- 
tion to the ranks. It was launched 
Monday (5) and caught Thursday 


of the better panel-rigged night- 
timers. Any pre-sunset show that 
supplies that feeling is good to 
begin with. Its sponsorless status 
ought to be altered in a hurry. 

Host-hostess Mike Wallace and 
Buff Cobb are a Mr. and Mrs, 
combo with good looks, good artic- 
ulation, good personalities and chit- 
chat that isn’t consciously endear- 
ing. As refugees from CBS’ aban- 
doned color teevee, they should 
give monochrome dialers the bene- 
fits they should have had all along. 
Although the general’ aura is that 
of making the world their oyster, 
the fourth stanza of series limited 
itself to a teenage theme, particu- 
larly the age 17 bracket. This 
they squared via having Seven- 
teen mag editor-pub Alice Thomp- 
son on hand along with dancer 
Harrison Muller of the Broadway 
musicomedy, “Seventeen.” Third 
starter was Judge Matthew J. Di- 
serio of N. Y.’s Domestic. Relations 
Court. 

All of them made such valuable 
contributions to a discussion of 
problems concerning the bracket— 
with properly perspectived diver- 
gency in points of view—that it 
seemed to beg for a time spotting 
during which more of that juve 
group could hear the opinions. On 


the other hand, the discussions 
seemed of wider general interest, 
especially to parents. Mike & Buff 
didn’t allow the back-and-forth 


stuff to get dull, with Miss Cobb, 
for instance, pitching out a “yes, 
but” position to keep the informal 
panelists on a continuous ride. 

The only formal entertainment 
was Muller’s tap dancing. His first 
was brisk and gay and well cleated, 
with nifty acro. His second was a 
chirp and terp that was nothing on 
voice and, apart from that, inter- 
rupted a discussion near the cli- 
max; in fact, the dance’s piano in- 
tro was a bit premature. Aside 
from an end plug for the doll who 
designed Miss Cobb’s getup, it was 
the only offish note. 

Program tackled a large number 
of teenage facets handily and with 


skilled pacing, with all five persons 
grouped in intime discussion to- 
ward finish. It would not be a bad 


idea to put out a reprint of the 
discussions; they were that evoca- 
tive. As would be expected, edi- 
tor Thompson took a_ middle 
ground, Judge Diserio drew upon 
his vast experience in children’s 
court, and Muller, age 24, filled ’em 
in on the youth viewpoint. Each 
gave a neat personal touch to their 
reactions. 


Score one up for DST (daylight 
spotted TV). The Mike-Buff tan- 
dem also took off on their “All 
Around the Town” CBS vid show 
Saturday (17) in the 6 p.m. niche. 
That one also continues over from 
the tint stint. Trau. 





FUN AND FEATURES 

With George Menard, Bill Ballance, 
Frazier Thomas, Kay Marlyn, 
Jean Cordell, Bob Ziegler 

Producers: Menard, Ballance 

Director: Don Norton 

60 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 2 p.m. 

Participating 

WBKB, Chicago 


A lot of polishing needs to be 
done on this daytime variety con- 
glomeration if it’s to hit even the 
low sunlight par. There were 
plenty of elements on_ session 
viewed (6), poe oe from music to 
audience participation devices but 
none of them jelled sufficiently to 
lift the affair out of humdrum cate- 
gory. 

A couple gag skits featuring 
comic Frazier Thomas built around 
a takeoff on TV exercise shows 
and a hubby-frau bit, offered lit- 
tle other than a hint that the com- 
edian has possibilities with strong- 
er material. The chirping provided 
by Kay Marlyn and Jean Cordell 
was frequently strained (doubtless 
due to inadequate rehearsal) and 
consistently weak (doubtless due to 
inadequate voices). Organist Bob 
Ziegler’s hoked treatment of “Ce- 
cilia” was moderately diverting. 
Bill Ballance handled the studio in- 
terviews, asking the guests what 
they’d do if they suddenly went 
blind. Idea failed to come off. 
George Menard worked the emcee 
reins and the live plugs and sup- 
plied a professional touch. 

Entertainment values aside, the 
show bears evidence of some de- 
gree of success. There were 10 
spot blurbs riding the hour on the 
| day it was watched. .. Dave. 





|TV. With Gerneal Mills’ 








jear—would be advisable, . 





29 
we CROCKER STAR MAT- 
With Helen Shepherd, Irene 


Hayes, Thomas Mitchell, Edith 
Meiser, Lauren Gilbert, others 
Writer: Norman Lessing 
Producer-director: Charles Powers 
30 Mins.; Sat., 12 noon 
GENERAL MILLS 
ABC-TV, from New York 


(Dancer, Fitzgerald, Sample) 


“Betty Crocker Star Matinee” is 
one of the better entries in the 
daytime -sweepstakes on the basis 
of Saturday’s (3) preem on ABC- 
“Betty 
Crocker” presiding, the half-hour 
session was framed around a for- 
mat that included “three stars.” 
Trio of luniinaries included a 
Broadway star, a top individual in 
a “field of service” to women and 
a “food star.” 

Thespian guest was Thomas 
Mitchell who deftly portrayed a 
scene from “The Late Christopher 
Bean” assisted by several support- 
ing players including Edith Meiser 
and Lauren Gilbert, among others. 
The Norman Lessing adaptation 
managed to retain some of the 
flavor of the original and the ex- 
cerpt came off as a diverting inter- 
val. 


Minor slipup came when hostess 
Miss Crocker started to intro a 
“successful florist” but instead of 
a horticultural expert on the 
screen viewers were confronted 
with a plug for Gold Medal Flour. 
It was followed by a demonstration 
by Miss Crocker and Helen Shep- 
herd of how to prepare “autumn 
soup” and apple dumplings. Re- 
tulting product was sampled by 
Mitchell with a terse “good.” 

Florist proved to be Irene Hayes 
who has a Park Ave. shop. She 
was the star in the “field of serv- 
ice’ to women and after contrib- 
bing a couple anecdotes about her 
business experiences gave a prac- 
tical demonstration of how to ar- 
range a_ centerpiece. “Betty 
Crocker Star Matinee” is packed 
with ingredients of interest to 
women and should have no dif- 
ficulty in snaring a sizable femme 
audience on the strength of the 
initialer. Gilb. 


COFFEE WITH CAROL 

With Carol Mansfield, Bob Lloyd, 
guests 

Director: Pete Smith 

15 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri., 10:45 a.m. 


GENERAL ELECTRIC, BOR- 
DEN’S INSTANT COFFEE, 
ROSENBAUM’S 


WDTV, Pittsburgh 


A brace of national accounts, 
General Electric and Borden’s, each 
for two days weekly, and a local 
department store, Rosenbaum’s for 
the fifth quarter-hour make ‘“Cof- 
fee With Carol” one of the quick 
success stories of local teevee in 
Pittsburgh. Entire program was 
sold across the board only a few 
days after its launching and ought 
to have a long life. 

It’s an easy, informal 15 minutes 
presided over by alert, attractive 
Carol Mansfield, who fills the 
screen with a pretty picture her- 
self and has a warm and person- 
able manner. She chats pleas- 
antly for a short time, parceling 
out little bits of philosophy, oddi- 
ties in the news and something 
about the weather, and then brings 
on her guests, whom she handles 
affably and effectively. They range 
from stage figures and drama 
critics to people with unusual oc- 
cupations, interior decorators and 
others with something of intérest 
to pitch to the housewives. 

Miss Mansfield works with a 
casual charm that keeps her guests 
comfortable and natural, and she 
gives them a nice confidence that 
pays off. It’s a consistently inter- 
esting quarter-hour with a good 
conversational quality. Miss Mans- 
field also gives the viewers a varied 
daytime wardrobe to look at, and 
Bob Lloyd has a sensible, straight- 
forward approach to the commer- 
cials. Cohen. 





SPROCKET JOCKEY SHOW 

30 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 11 a.m. 
Sustaining 

WRGB-TV, Schenectady 

Program, also called “Variety 
Time,” often takes the form of a 
hit-or-miss filler in the station's 
expanded morning operations. 
Staffers, including Gordon Tuell, 
Bill Mulvey, Ted Beebe and Ernie 
Tetrault, rotate. They list the 
program, read releases on web 
shows, introduce film, shorts and 
chatter, and occasionally interview 
visitors. Format is highly informal. 
Preparation seems small. 

More thorough checking, surer 
presentation and tighter produc- 
tion would remove crudity and 
elementariness. Level on several 
blocks seen did not particularly 
reflect credit, although a certain 
amount of the informality and in- 
side stuffing should be acceptable 
to viewers. Editing of the long, 
obvious publicity. blurbs—some- 
times written for eye rather than 
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Drive to Push FM Set Sales to Be 
Mulled at RTMA Meet in Chicago 


Washington, Nov. 13. + 
That long hoped-for 


national | ° ‘ 
campaign to push sale of a te WNBT’s Rights to Classics 
ceivers will be considered by the For ‘Seeing’ TV Show 


radio set industry tomorrow 
(Wed.). when the Radio-Television WNBT, key station of the NBC 








Manufacturers Assn. opens a three: | Viewe web in N. Y., has pacted for | 
day industry conference in Chi- exclusive TV rights to Classics | 
cago | Illustrated” and “Life’s Picture | 
a sat +s |History of Western Man,” both of 
The RTMA Advertising Commit: | b  S 
tee, Set Division, under the chair- pater . a te == cig ood 
manship of L. T. Pettit, of General) * tare b 4 an Oak ke "6.30 | 
Electric, will review plans for ro) ae~4 ‘Static ea t aia 
FM promotion campaign as the |? = § ation nopes to : 
first item on tomorrow's agenda. with them how Ras local outlet can 
The campaign would be carried on expand “eo peste bg 
in cooperation with the National —" compa J 
Assn. of Radio and Television|°°S: ; 
Broadcasters. “Classics,” for example, is a chil- 
Plan is an outgrowth of an open dren’s book series which spotlights 
meeting of FM broadcasters held at wee — gg tego 
NARTB headquarters in August, | 7 P nis bin lanai a. 
1950, which resulted in a survey land” tonight aks Gane 
of receiver supplies in FM station ; - oe : 

: d Friday on “Seeing” by using 
areas, and meetings between | 2” t ; : 
NARTB and RTMA to discuss co-|Plowups from. the coin ave the 
operative action to alleviate short- distaa tu thie strips, will he elimi- 
ages of sets and promote sales. eo ae, ae +i 

Pettit’s position as chairman of nated with actors reading the Gis 


: : log off-screen. 
the RTMA committee on promo- “Life” material will be used on 
tion of FM is considered fortunate 














the show Nov. 19, 20 and 21, when 
for kM broadcasters. Pettit’s com-|the station will project some of the 
pany has been increasing its out-| qrawings and illustrations from the 
put of FM sets and turning out @/ book while Ben Grauer, regular an- 
highly satisfactory table model at nouncer on “Seeing,” reads the text 
a moderate price. Dr. Edwin H. | from the book off-camera. 


Armstrong, inventor and “father” 
of FM, told broadcasters at last : 
M&M Candies Buy CBS 
Sun. Aft. Video Slot 


year’s open meeting the new GE 
“is the best set that has ever been 
put out on the market as far as 
dirtt is concerned” and that it is 
the be st FM set the company has M&M Candies this week ex- 
ever made. SAe “xe ede 
panded its television advertising by 
pacting for the Sunday afternoon 
" : 12:30 to 1 slot on CBS starting Jan. 
Broadcasting Committee. 6. Esty agency, which handles the 
On Thursday, the conference will | account, along with CBS, is now 
hear from the Television Commit- | scouting for a suitable children’s 
tee on a study of the anticipated | show to put in the period. 
effects of the lifting of the TV Candy outfit will continue as a 
freeze on manufacturing operations | participating bankroller on ABC- 
for the military and for civilian| TV’s “Super Circus,” also aired 
supply. Sundays but from 5 to 6 p.m. 





Also on tomorrow’s agenda is a 
report from the RTIMA _ Sports 














CHI’S WENR-TV TO 
SET FORMAT TRYOUTS 


Chicago, Nov. 13. 

In a search for new program 
ideas and to provide live auditions 
for indie packagers, ABC’s WENR- 
TV is planning to set aside a week- 
ly half-hour to showcase new for- 
mats. Station will offer the time 
gratis with the packagers paying 
the production costs. 

Idea, as projected by Chi ABC- 
TV program manager James Pol- 
lak, will not only furnish WENR- 
TV with an interesting live weekly 
show but will also give the local 
TV program developers an oppor- 
tunity to demonstrate their wares 


|on the air for agency and potential 


client scrutiny, 


Pollak hopes to get the proj- 
ect launched by the first of the 
year provided he’s offered a mini- 
mum of 13 acceptable shows. 


‘Miss U.S. Tele’ Finals 
Gets Hosiery Sponsor 


Chicago, Nov. 13. 

Tab for the last 30 minutes of the 
national finals of the “Miss U. S. 
Television” contest to be beamed 
Dec. 5 via DuMont will be picked 
up by the Holeproof Hosiery Co. 
Charles (Buddy) Rogers has been 
signed by Walter Schwimmer, 
packager of the video beauty-talent 
hunt, to emcee the affair which will 
emanate from WGN-TV. 

Finalists from. the city-wide 
eliminations conducted the past six 
months by 15 tele stations will com- 
pete for national honors and a bun- 
dle of swag. 

Weiss & Geller is Holeproof’s 
agency. 








Keeshan’s Kidvid Setup 


Robert Keeshan, who had played 
Clarabelle on NBC-TV’s ‘Howdy 
Doody” since show’s inception, has 
left to enter kidvid production, 
joining Howell-Rogin, indie pack- 
age firm. He'll be production and 
writing consultant on H-R’s ABC- 
TV “Uncle Lumpy’s Cabin,” and 
will also freelance on other small- 
fry shows. 
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CBS program manager Lester Gottlieb brought in for less than $4,000 
the star-studded Jack Benny half-hour salute last Friday night (9) 
which, under ordinary circumstances, would have represented a mini- 
mum talent-production tab of $30,000. Milton Berle, Ethel Merman, 
Ronald and Benita Colman, and Mary Livingston did the show at AFRA 
scale ($39.50), with Paley and Benny cuffoing the job. (Since Paley 
played himself, an AFRA card wasn’t required.) Irving Mansfield pro- 
duced and directed for $1. Bulk of the budget went for the writing 
staff of Al Schwartz, Hugh Wedlock and Howard Snyder, Ray Bloch’s 
orch and the advance-broadcast taping mechanisms, 





Richard Harkness, NBC radio and TV news commentator and analyst, 
is sole network news rep to join the three and one-half-week tour of 
American defense and Armed Aid installations in Europe. Tour, ar- 
ranged and sponsored by General Omar Bradley, chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, leaves Washington Friday (16). 

News junket plans to stop first in Paris for an interview with General 
Eisenhower, then to proceed to Rome for powwow of chiefs of the 
North Atlantic Defense Treaty, and then 0.0. such vital spots as Tur- 
key, Greece, Yugoslavia, Germany and London. 

Harkness will do his regular Tuesday and Thursday web shows from 
various foreign capitals, as well as to tape interviews with top level 
political and military leaders along the route for rebroadcast on the 
web. 








Arthur Godfrey will spearhead a 15-hour marathon appeal for the 
Red Cross blood bank tomorrow (Thurs.) on CBS Radio, with the web’s 
206 affiliates scheduled to participate. With Godfrey working from a 
studio in N. Y., nearly every network show that day and a number of 
local programs will cut a minute off the ends of their scripts for a 50- 
second appeal. During the other 10 seconds, a local announcer will 
furnish the phone number of the Red Cross in each area. 





“Dream World,” special radio show written and produced by Paul W. 
Keyes for the pool of stations in Greater Boston during the week of 
Oct. 21 was inspired by United Nations Radio. Oscar Rose of UN 
Radio contacted the Hub outlets and lined up tue name talent. United 
Council on World Affairs, local organization, served as liaison between 
the broadcasters and UN Radio after the airer was conceived. 


WVKO.-AM Bows Stubblefield’s NARTB 
the air he Station Relations Post 


WVKO-AM went on the air here 
Washington, Nov. 13. 





today (Tues.) in special cere- 
monies marked by greetings and 











good wishes from Gov. Frank J. 
Lausche. WVKO has been operat- 
ing on an FM only license since 
November, 1948. Final FCC approv- 
al of the AM operation for daytime 
only was made on Sept. 26. 
Station, owned by Skyway 
Broadcasting Corp:, a group of 
Columbus businessmen, has: an 
authorized power of 1000 watts 
capable of reaching 30 Ohio coun- 
ties. Bert Charles is general man- 











William T. Stubblefield, account 
exec with Associated Program 
Service, has been named director 
of the Stations Relations Depart- 
ment of the National Assn. of Radio 
and TV Broadcasters. He will as- 
sume office Dec. 1. Stubblefield 
succeeds John F. Hardesty, who re- 
signed to become director of Local 
Promotion for Broadcast Advertis- 
ing Bureau. 


Stubblefield has had experience 
in various phases of the broadcast- 
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hat can you buy for1.35 today? = 






I 
‘ You can buy 1,000 prospective customers for your commercials... by buying sports wataeettanetetetatetete 
7. on WOR-ty. vreree eee eee ee 
Ad eee eeoeoeveveveee 
» In one month* the average WOR-tv sports program delivered an audience of 287,880 a ee ; 
° viewers at a cost of $1.35 per 1,000 of a one-minute commercial. . ee Be , 
. @#eeoe0e0a2e0eee#e72e?8eee?ee# ®@ 
: WOR-tv sports pulll The Tuesday-Thursday-Saturday Main Events attracted a 41% statetatetetetetetetetete® 
. ° @eee7e2e#ee#8e#e@ @ * 
‘ larger audience than the Madison Square Garden events aired on other New York tv “ce eeeee ene 6 6 0 
* stations during the 1950-51 season. oreo ee ee ee ee 6 8 
e r rer er ererere eee ee ele 
@®eeeee#eeeeeese#* * 
: WOR-ty sports sell! An independent research firm canvassed the New York market. wore eececececererele ee. 
ye They compared families viewing sports on channel 9 with ore oe eee ee 88 8 6 8 
° non-viewing families. They discovered... | OO 
». 25 2s e@eeee 
° 50% more had bought the advertised ones 
7 product and 78% more had it on hand! ces. 
; Spot announcements in WOR-tv's low-cost, Be.*, 
sales-producing sports shows are available now. ores 
eee 
° *October 1951, Telepulse Batee 
ee 
eee 
e a* °«@e¢ ee eee” - ocene 
o4,,°,¢ “ove%e tote tete cee wetete tate tete voces 
oe ove o°0'0°6 "6°60 0100016 bere etete etn ene tee eee 
eee ee” ee ees 66 6 eee 6 6. "660 666 6 6 6" roe. wt °° eoeeeee 8 @ ee ® ot 
eee "ura 66 6 0 6.66060 's sb oreterers et stetet fa "e666 8" ovececece Oe Oe be he be be he *o° eee eo 0 08 eee o’ere” 
I I 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 8 06 ees 6 6 64 6 eee en, "eo 66s bh 66k "ea 6660.0 °° 
ee ee ee ee ee eh a hh a er OO eve ere oe eo eee eee ee 














jae PRONE © ET 








— | 
4 
} 


Wednesday, November 14, 1951 


$1 





PEOPLE sell better than paper 




















In Priscilla Mullins’ day, white things came 
out dingier even with rinsing, and people who 
inhaled were seized with paroxysms of coughing. 
In her day if nature wasn’t always right, it was 
just tough. But even in Plymouth colony, the Pil- 
grim Fathers (and, obviously, the daughters) 
knew that people sell better than parchment. 
What more proof than Priscilla’s advice to John 
Alden: “Why don’t you speak for yourself, 
John?” 


The point is, when you want to sell something, 
the best way is to speak up about it. And only 
network radio makes it possible to speak up to a 
truly national audience. 


- THE VOICE, WITH ITS SPECIAL EXPRESSIVENESS...CAN HASTEN A PILGRIM’S PROGRESSIVENESS 


Priscilla and her pilgrim friends remind us 
of Thanksgiving. Thanksgiving reminds us of 
Christmas selling. And Christmas selling re- 
minds us of the way you can use NBC radio to 
boost your sales this season. This year you can 
use network radio ag a seasonal medium. Under 
our new plan, you can use anything from a one- 
shot to a saturation campaign. It’s not too late 
either. If you call us today, we can have you on 
NBC coast-to-coast in 3 days. Call us today and 
hear the whole story. 


If you speak for yourself on NBC Radio, 
you'll convince a lot more Priscillas...a lot more 
Johns, too. 


ra > 4 re | el F fe | fd e 3 Wy © ¥ kk a service of Radio Corporation of America 
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The following illustrates how time costs on NBC-TV have spiraled since the network released its firs? rate card on June 1, 1949. A? that time N8&C was selling an interconnected network of 19 stations for 
$4,200 per half hour. The most recent rate card (Ne. 5) lists a 36-station interconnected network at $18,690 per half-hour (with an additional $500 for a coast-to-coast pickup.) 
Rate Cand Me, i Rate Card No. 3 WLW-C....... (ttc c.sstesissesessrens 2 
’ WSAZ-TV........- Huntington Paeeeeeeeeeeeeeerers 210 
(June 1, ‘49) (July 1, ’50) - - 
. eer ji <gt}:eeqeeeqgede . 990 
30 mins. 30mins. WTMJ-TV......... Milwaukee ......-.+......... . 450 
WHET... ...cccices MOW FOUR. cccccccasdseceenss $900 WNBT............ New YOrk....ccccccescscvens $1,320 KSD-TV....0000000-St LOUS..ccoccccecescecssees 510 ; 
WJAR-TV ae ee rae 0. eee cx oviaamennee cocccccccs S70 WMCT....cccccecs DEE kh eedcneneeenseeace 270 
sa rec an 240 WJAR-TV Providence 180 WEES 6 ps Fehon 0 ci cs US hesectesescscscccs S00 
WBZ-TV.......++: Boston ....--+s+eeees (eoketeeee Oe. ae ee eee sha tal tide tatille le 5 WBRC-TV.......:: DL, rdseceksaveee ss 165 
» So rere Schenectady .. crccccccos eave. oan Ee BENCDOCTEOP kicks ce ctdcconns ° = WAVE-TV........- Louisville ...... et 240 
5 «ORCI. oc cicninseneiawe ces, a. MN dk 40 ben eens ERR iecucvia a dias ee mara eieeama eee WEMREYV wc icedcccs Nashville ....... “Tir ecx reer re 135 
WPTz... roan on sey en | 4WSYE-TV......... GUSMOUEE .....:0cccccosscesess . 180 WOC-TV.......... Davenport .....-............. 180 
WDEL-TV......... ENE + ss ssn saweninineses WPTZ.. .......s. Philadelphia .........+..csees 720 KSTP-TV.......... Minn.-St. Paul................ 390 
WBAL-TV........- Baltimore .........+eeeeeeeees 225° WDEL-TV......... Wilmington ............. crcce ME WORPED... ocecces: SI en oh tes decientsc.s 240 
ene Washington .......seeeeeeeees ee) EET. cccvaccs Re <> sss eeseadenseeees 450 WDAF-TV......... ED vi.dnn teadinadensz . 330 
, SEE “x viv on cavektionns 105 WNBW............ Washington ..........0. cevase EEL a 
ba tg a oy os ae, RR RACMMARMED oc... ce cscccccsenses 180 35 Stations................ $14,760 
of Se > sige lage lal ial bast Salad we eS WATE oascaees. RU sivas o eeurkeades vccace, Sam 
rere EFl€ 2... ccccecccccvcccecoes - 80 WGAL-TV......... Lancaster .......... car ecede .. 180 Rate Card No. 5 
WBEN-TV......... Buffalo ......ccccceeveccccees 150 WJAC-TV......... ee See Bee 135 (July 1, “51) 
x eer ee ee ee a caehe cae? RIE GGs cca mpeumecs Cleveland ..... Pe mewiaewles jecce See 30 mins, 
lade a aie es sree" 995 WBEN-TV .......- EE cx ssiarkecessnuniaedss 360 WNBT............. TNS cctiseankesccen. $2,400 
ee ee eS 120 WHAM-TV........ FRDOMEOUNEY dics 6008.0 dice a ee ae eee pc ey Se Per eek oe eee 1,020 
WSPD-TV......... Toledo ......+sseeeees ceeceeee WEPD-TV.....,... WUE c-ocbusedexeetianies —— sll Providence ..... i aeiteca mana 450 
WWIH-TY «oi ccccca i ee eee rere ery cooees 240 WWJ-TV.........: PR a Sires wads sees igessien a er SE, Sb xcdeba ine knde's 465 
Wee: sivciavsanes CHICANO... F:ccccsctebet oceeedt ee) ee. 2) Ys Seer CAGE bs sgccceuncevechess Sa > WEED sss se Saleen ae Co” AS *. SCRE 225 
WTMJ-TV Oiieiite Re 4990 « WLW-D.........0- Dayton ...cccccscccsevccscves 225 WSYR-TV........- Syracuse ...... Pe ceeseescsons 345 
sh eyelid ain i gra a See 180 WHINY A 5.55) 0'0:5:604% COMMMMUS: 205000007 sca eeoreas See WEE cee eaween PRUBGCIPRIR cecccccsccesscess 1,140 
PES csisdxeast St. Louis .....sseeeeeeeeeeess WME: 5 os csncee’s BE hii. sdcncaaemnnticantas 730 WDEL-TV.. 00.008 |. SO ere 285 
‘ $4 200 WOU MMR vi sea@aae rere rere cre 360 WBAL-TV...cccces POE ENTENE 5-446 ha: FSA 40 95810619 600 
19 Stations. .......+seeeeeees 9% 7 Ot < RIS Seer Sees 390 WNBW.........6.- NR iis ata ai ates 4% 570 
; ; yc on MICE? 46.563:55048 eR o eH 068 BUG). WOE Bias ows ean a POMEL 9c pa 0:5 wed dca 48 606100. 00 285 
Rate Card No. 2 WTAR-TV.......:- lt Siena ks 0 5aes 285 
(Nov. 1, ‘49) PO RN oh ie sien ies o0ats Soe: | WULAL V 6 icaye6c's MAEOE “ass 054 066% 6 va 0decc ces 360 
30 mins : WIAC-TV . .cccccecs JONNSTOWN socccccrecccccccecs 330 
) eee eee RET TTe deena: $1,200 Rate Card No. 4 WE. . wsaeeveess SONI 66 Gedebd% 50340000845 765 
WERE Y Vics Hews Providence ...cccceces eeewas | aoe (Jan. 1, ’51) WBEN-TV ...cccees Buffalo cea ee ey Pare 540 
WEEE vicaveesa ds BOM, 3c dexaierertane scoow SOU 30 mins. WHAM-TV,........-Rochester cccccccccccsccccces 330 
WS 8k Kaabacees Schenectady ....cccccee terior BO WHINTN ED ois ics oa eae MOM WOE. 6a Hoste sae se Kees $1,860 WSPD-TV......... REE a. 64 eR RECs eee On-8 4 360 
LS, ee eee pe ere er ce ‘ OO: “WERE 34 s00008. Re? 55.5 0\xa)e)6-n aia a NE ee Nee 750 WJIM-TV.......... RINE. ss qamigiesiened 60446 +55 255 
WHIZ. ...ccaceees ERMSGGIDIIA .icccek yeery et: sce We” CMNOIETE V i bccceecs PPOVIGONCS scsctdisnees sanaa’s | MM i * GRR EPUEOEE SGC isia dw sia wasaskaied.s 0.64 810 
WELAT V  cxcccex WiNMION. ok vasscsaese Cree ies: ble ° | VE eRe eee BOUONOECSOT s6cccvicsive Ceees BE’ "WEE ci ccesesvds CEO Siveekoebansewaeas 555 
WER Va a ocie 04:3: BANOO i605 besos ER ee, a [Up ene eee eosree 2600 WWD... 0% Tite?) cc. ee eee e ener ice 375 
WEY 5.05 0:50-6:05 WAMOINEOED ice dcedee ees es eee GUD: WERRERCE YM Siceaeaves VERCUSOS.: os chee eeeenes sete (BOO. WEiWS.«. faces re” Re ee ere 405 
WV: «3 cVeewwdns FCM wks 80 a4 0408 NA ee mo Se eee ae re Philadelphia ......... eae OL NV 5 055 0:5: 054 PEREGO 44000 didse ae Dee bende 255 
WGALETY 6 ick cawes eS er ree ree 120 WDEL-TV......... Wilmington ..... Peeawses 6055.8 240: WEG... .cc0c008 SEEN FORD EeMEE SG Su bes eEe 1,200 
WENO R VG sca beens Rs 5.5.5.4445.0s beso eso 8 ee ; Be WBE se cscs oo) jeecwasie Ga SOREen Y ic asteees PNG 6.6 6 6a0064.068loi00-00:0 570 
WHAMETY . cccaccs: eS eee errr er een ae Washington ....... reer pcace- MEO “MeObEPeE Voi ccecsuven Sabs MANIM 550 .5:0164.60:56 06 oxd a be 8 660 
WEEE, «i Cees eae ISU 2646s kadeneuws ree lee, ees PROS wccccccccccvesettcss BOD. WERa-.ccver }:6:0:s SE 5 0.0a@WEiew'eA se Ge~e O60 6 330 
iio) 2 ieee baie ac AOIEED. ocacediacnws seals cece, SU WERREECEY wc csc cae FUGUES 3606.6 > bods eke es Rearceaie TAG WEL is civseee wen | ere eee ree ere 345 
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NOW 8th WEEK-GILDED CAGE 


New York 


My Sincere Thanks and Appreciation te LOU WALTERS and BEN BLUE 






















RECENT TV 
GUEST SHOTS 


FRED ALLEN FRANK SINATRA 


KATE SMITH ARTHUR GODFREY 
FRED WARING 




















mommmome Latest DECCA Releases=—————~— 


Slow Poke - 1 Wanna Play House With You 


with | Night Train to Memphis 
RED FOLEY | sf | Hada Knowed 


Direction: 


WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 
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| In I95I, more new network 
advertisers have chosen ) 
CBS Radio than all other 
networks combined.... 

Of the other advertisers 

on CBS Radio today, 

two of every three have 

been on the network , 


























- for more than five years. 
















NEW NETWORK 
RADIO ADVERTISERS 
iN I9Si* 


CBS Radio... II 
Network B...5 
Network C...3 
Network D...2 























*Advertisers who have not 
previously been in network 
radio at any time during 

the past four years. Of these, 
13 are in network radio 

for the first time. 
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JACK BENNY SALUTE IT’S ALWAYS SUNDAY 

With Benny, Mary Livingstone,| With John Stephenson, 
Milton Berle, Ronald and Benita Collins, Nancy McCullom, others 
Colman, Ethel Merman, William | Producer-director: Norman Mac- 
S. Paley, Ray Block’s orch donnell 

Writers: Hugh Wedlock, Howard | Writers: Frank Fox, Jesse Gold- 
Snyder, Al Schwartz stein 

Producer-director: Irving Mans-| Music: Edgar Fairchild 
field 30 Mins.; Sun., 4:30 p.m. 

30 Mins.; Fri. (9), 9 p.m. Sustaining 

CBS, from New York WCBS, from Hollywood 


CBS came up with a one-shot CBS has whipped up another 
last Friday night (9) that turned|entry for the situation comedy 
out to be one of the comedy de-|fans_ in “It's | Always Sunday.’ 
lights of the radio season. Pre-| Program is a little offbeat in that 
taped the night before, the pro- the comic situations center on a 
gram was broadcast over the en-|clergyman and his family but} 
tire Columbia web at precisely the | that’s the only departure from the 
same time that Benny was being|rest of the so-called wholesome 
feted by the Friars at a jampacked | comedy stanzas currently being 
testimonial dinner at the Waldorf-| aired. The Reverend Parker, 
Astoria, N. Y., to commemorate his} stanza’s main character, emerges 
20 vears in radio. las Father of “Father Knows Best” 

It was a program sparked by a|or Ozzie of “Ozzie and Harriet” 
variety of surprises, in which CBS/| and so many others of the same 
board chairman William S. Paley,| genre. He is, however, an ingra- 
nlaying himself, displayed a singu-|tiating character, and his quietly 
lar versatility in “straighting” for| humorous adventures make for 
Benny in the show's climactic| pleasant Sunday afternoon dialing. 
moments; in which Milton Berle The scripters, Frank Fox and 
demonstrated a unique gift-for sit-| Jesse Goldstein, have built the 
uation comedy; and in which the| Reverend along the same lines as 
pacing and the timing, keyed to|the minister in Hartzell Spence’s 
Benny's own tempo and delivery,| popular novel, “One Foot in 
played such an effective part. It| Heaven.” Rev. Parker, however, 
was a field day for the collabora-|is earthier (he doesn’t mind being 
tive scripting talents of Hugh}called “Rev”) and wittier thanks 
Wedlock, Al Schwartz and How-|to the writers’ sharp scripting. At 
ard Snyder, with a cohesive wrap-|times the program seems to be a 
up of all the components by pro-| little self-conscious but ‘once the 
ducer-director Irving Mansfield. | series gets under way it should 

It was good radio, with happy | flow with more ease. 
moments, because it marked a de-| On the preem (11) the Rever- 
parture from the stuffy testimonial} end’s forthcoming sermon “Trust 
bromides, and in its place was sub-| Your Fellow Man” was put to a 
stituted a half-hour of ribbing and | test. The “practice what you 
genuine comedics within’ the|preach” adage was_ spotlighted 
framework of a situation comedy} when he lends an auto to a hobo 
that was, in effect, a carryover!and then begins to wonder if the 
from Benny’s own show. ’bo is to be trusted. The half hour 

It all had to do with how Benny | resounded with good humor as the 
and Berle inspired the Friars| Reverend attempted to prove to 
testimonial on behalf of Benny’s| himself and his skeptic parishon- 
20th anni in radio, of the attend-j|ers that “you can trust your fel- 
ant frustrations in trying to get] low man.” 
the Ronald Colmans to care for his John Stephenson was convinc- 
pet parrot; of Benny’s passing out|ingly charming as the clergyman 
cold when his reward from Bill| while Colleen Collins served as a 
Paley for 20 years of battling in| proper foil as the understanding 
the big-league comedy sweepstakes | wife. Nancy McCullom was okay 
turned out to be a Scroll. Inte-|as the teen age daughter and the 
grated into the show were some|rest of the cast filled their parts 
sock moments by Ethel Merman,|admirably. Norman Macdonnell’s 
particularly im her “No Business| direction and Edgar Fairchild’s 














Like Show Business” rendition., background music were plus fac- 
‘The inevitable “let’s get Serious” | tors. Gros. 
Benny tribute as a finale was brief | 

and to the point, carrying more! East Liverpool, O. — Paul B. 


weight than 30 
hashed eulogy. 
In fact, the 


minutes of re-| Saliner, of Chicago, who recently 


| assumed a 51% interest in WLIO, 





whole show = Liverpool, O., has become 


so0cko. Rose. general manager. 


THE GREEN HORNET 


Colleen | With Jack McCarthy, others 


Director: Charles D. Livingstone 

30 Mins.; Wed., Fri., 5 p.m. 

ORANGE-CRUSH 

MBS, from New York 
(Fitzmorris, Miller) 

“The Green Hornet’ ’made its 
bow on Mutual Wednesday (7) in 
a crime busting half-hour with the 
same styling in script and thesping 
that has made it a juve set fave 
for the past few years. Series is 
aimed for young teeners and it 
dishes out the kind of excitement 
that should take them away from 
their comic book literature for the 
twice weekly tune-in. 

Story line still centers on the 
exploits of Britt Reid, a newspaper 
publisher who assumes the guise 
of “The Green Hornet” to uncover 
murderers, counterfeiters, sabo- 
teurs, et al. Action moves swiftly 
and through some deft scripting 
manages’ to sustain interest 
throughout. 


On stanza caught, Reid took on 
a counterfeit ring which was deal- 
ing in spurious labels for cos- 
metics. Their activities also in- 
cluded a number of murders 
which the police believed to be 
the work of the Hornet. Femme 
interest was supplied by a gal re- 
porter who kept getting into the 
thick of the action. Despite the 
gal’s obstructive ways, Reid cap- 
tured the ring and cleared himself 
in a bang-bang windup. Jack Mc- 
Carthy, who plays Reid, was ably 
assisted by the other cast mem- 
iy in an all-around good thesping 
job. 

Commercials, aimed at the young 
listeners, were socked across a bit 
too often. Gros. 


WOV’s Bilingual SRO 


WOV, N. Y., bilingual indie, is 
hanging out the SRO sign. All 
commercial time is sold between 
6 a. m. and midnight, with the first 
availabilities opening in January, 
aceording to general manager 
Ralph N. Weil. Station still has 
open time in the midnight to 3 
a. m. show, a Negro-slanted pro- 
gram. 

Weil's outlet airs 1044 hours daily 
in Italian and recently re-tailored 
its evening sked for the Negro mar- 
ket. Despite the talk of radio’s 
waning, WOV’s audience has gone 
up 14.5% this year over last year, 
with 1950 13% better than 49, 














In Chicago, 
it’s WGN... 


In October, 1951, an advertiser wrote: 


e “From time to time, we 


ratio of better than five 


R 


WGN...Your Basic Buy 





Geo. P. Hollingtery Co. 
Advertising Solicitors for All Other Cities 





eel! 


all the basic network stations in 
Chicago. WGN has consistently 


outpulled these stations, at a 


«ee reaching more homes per week than any other Chicago station 


Chicago 11 vigil ( 

A Clear Channel Station ... Illinois i iil Mi 
Serving the Middle West womwue UT I 
MBS On Your Dial EBB 


Chicage office for Minneapolis-St. Paul, Detroit, Cincinnati and Milwaukee 
Eastern Sates Office: 226 E. 42nd Street, New York 17, N.Y. for New York City, Philadeiphia and Sesten 


Les Angeles — 411 W. Sth Street © New York—50@ 5th Avenue © Atlanta — 223 Peach Street 
Chicago — 347 N. Michigan Avenue ©¢ San Francieco— 400 Montgomery Street 


have used 


to one.” 
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SPEAK FOR YOURSELF 
With Prof. Earl Ryan, guests 
Producer: Dick Pack 


Writer: Ryan 
25 Mins.; Fri., 9:05 p.m. 
WNEW, N. a 
This must have sounded in 


theory like a good programming 
idea—having an aud participation 
course in public speaking, with 
people showing up at the studio to 
try their hand (or tongue) at pub- 
lice speaking, and their fellow 
“students” and a college speech 
department prof to criticize and 
correct. In practice, at last Fri- 
day’s (9) premiere, it turned out to 
be dull—due to the amateur 
guests, an uninspiring pedagog as 





moderator or emcee, and choice of 
subject matter. Program may be-| 
long in the classroom, but not on | 
the air. 

Designed to help listeners to| 
correct detrimental speech habits | 
by actual illustration, WNEW 
lined up an ad exec, a secretary, a | 
college student and a_ school 
teacher as guinea pigs. CCNY | 
Prof Earl Ryan didn’t handle them | 
too expertly, or the airer either. | 

One person delivered an over- 
long story about a stalled car; an- 
other spoke on the problems of| 
home-cooking and her trouble 
making gefuelte fish like her 
mother-in-law did; still another 


held forth on the theme of a 
woman for President. Discussions | 
on the subjects by other class- 


members, or by the prof, were no | 
more inspiring or interesting. 
Bron. 


49 4O49906-644-4644644646664 


Radio Follow-Up 


FHEEEEEEEEEEE EEE EEF EHOH 


“American-Jewish Caravan of 
Stars” on WMGM, N. Y., offered a 
sock number in the final 12 min- 
utes of the program Sunday (11). 
Routine was based on Alfred 
Kazin’s recently-published book, 
“A Walker in the City,” which 
deals with reminiscences of the 
Jewish section of Brownsville, 
Brooklyn, during the depression 
days. Comic Joey Adams, himself 
a “Brunzvil boychick,” narrated 
excerpts from Kazin’s poetic, rich- 
ly flavored tome, with special mu- 
sical interludes cleffed by Abe Ell- 
stein, musical director of the pro- 
— and sung by the Barry Sis- 
ers, 


Overall the segment reveals that 
there’s good material in the book 
for a words-and-music portrait, in 
disk form, of the pickle-barrels 
and Yiddish hawkers in the mar- 
kets, the chicken soup and dum- 
plings of Sabbath eves, the hustle 
and bustle of Pitkin Ave., etc. The 
music and singing added greatly 
to the effect. Production was good, 
as in the sneaking in of an old 
Caruso record when Kazin de- 
scribed the Brownsvillites’ love of 
the tenor’s waxing. Adams did a 
competent job in his reading, al- 
though somewhat hurried and not 
getting the full shading and change 
of mood inherent in the writing.” 





“Piano Playhouse,” ABC’s key- 
board perennial, introduced Mar- 
garet and Forrest Perrin as their 
regular duo pianists Sunday (11) 
and if their initialer was an indica- 
tion of fingerwork to come their 
predecessors Cy Walter and Stan 
Freeman won't be too sorely 
missed. : 

The Perrins handled the 88, on 
classical and pop melodies, with a 
sharp brilliance that made for ex- 
cellent listening. Team expertly 
reflects the serio or comic moods 
of their renditions and _ project 
plenty of spark. Their workover of 
rom “The King and ]” 
was the program’s high point. 

he 30 minuter also included 
guest pianists George Haddad and 
Cy Walter. Haddad’s rendition of 
Debussy’s “Interrupted Serenade” 
was standout. Walter whipped 
across an original, “Mrs. Mala- 
prop,” with an appealing zest. The 
foursome wound up wit improvi- 
sations on “If I Could Be With 
You.” It was a sock finale. 




















“Cities Service Band of Amer- 
ica” on NBC continues to purvey 
the rousing kind of music for brass 
bands. There's not too much of 
this type of aggregation on the air, 
which gives this veteran stanza a 
niche of its own. On the show 
caught Monday (12) maestro Paul 
Lavalle offeréd, per usual, a varied 
bill. It included several marches, 

On the uare,” “Emblem of 
Liberty’ and “National Emblem 
March,” but also presented a cute 
arrangement of “Yankee Doodle” 
with a piccolo trio, the Green and 
White Chorus’ rendition of “Pitter 
Pat Parade” and a salty sea chanty, 
Three Witches.” In a piece that 
has wide appeal, the Lavalle band 
did weli with the storm scene and 
finale of Rossini’s “William Tell 
Overture.” 

Ford Bond handles the intros 
neatly and commercials for Cities 





— gas and oil are tastefully 


EQUAL JUSTICE UNDER LAW 
gernon D. Black; 
White, guest — 


-| Producer: Black 


15 Mins.; Sun., 9:45 p.m. 
wT tidee ns FOR AD- 
T OF COLO 

PEOPLE _— 

bad so York 

is indie is offering a 
stanza, backed by tlie Natinant 
Assn. for the Advancement of 
Colored People, dealing with the 
civil rights of all minorities — 
Puerto Ricans, Japanese-Americans, 
Mexican-Americans, Jews, Indians 
and the foreign-born, as well as 
Negroes. It’s a series which should 
attract attention not only from 
these groups but from many in- 
terested in a healthy, democratic 
America. It’s conducted by Alger- 
nen D. Black, board chairman of 
the N. Y. Ethical Culture Society 
and a director of the NAACP. 

On the initial broadcast Black 
had a hot and timely subject in the 
Lake County, Florida incident. 
That was the shooting of two Negro 
prisoners (one killed, the other 
seriously wounded) while they were 
being moved from jail to a nearby 
court for a re-hearing after the 
U. S. Supreme Court had voided 
their convictions on a rape charge. 
The sheriff said that the men, who 
were handcuffed together, had 
attacked him when he got out of 
the car to fix a flat. Black’s guest 
was NAACP secretary Walter 
White, who had returned from the 
South three hours before airtime. 
White charged there had not been 
a flat and questioned the sheriff's 
reasons for moving the prisoners 
at night and over an isolated road. 
It made dramatic listening, al- 
though more preparation would 
have made White’s presentation 
more understandable to listeners 
unfamiliar with the case. 

Program closed with some, back- 
ground on the NAACP’s legal 
work. Bril. 


MBS’ ‘Xmas Carol’ Sponsor 


A. O. Smith, industrial manufac- 
turing company, will back Lionel 
Barrymore’s annual performance in 
Charles Dickens’ “A Christmas 
Carol” over Mutual on Dec. 23 at 
4-4:30 p. m. It’s the 18th time 
Barrymore has been beamed in the 
role of Scrooge. 

Smith outfit backed the show on 
MBS last year. Agency is Henri, 
Hurst & McDonald. 
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CHNIQUES for TELEVISION 





TITLES ! _LIVE ACTION! 


FROM THE 
LOOMS OF 























Tell the TV-STORY of your product on FILM . «y 
and when you do . . . be sure that you select a pro- 
ducer who can supply the “know-how” . . . the 
“facilities”. .. the “creative initiative” that adds versa- 
tility to your production . .. audience-impact to your 
message ... and showmanship to your campaign. 

National Screen Service has been adding the 
sum-total of these essential merchandising elements, 
to short, advertising films, for more than thirty- years 
».. and our extensive facilities, provide everything 
from “live” studio and location shooting . . . to full 
or simple animation . . . original art, lettering and 
even hot-press titles. 

Yes, we have everything YOU need to produce 
TV-film commercials that pay-off ... and from our 
script department, through our laboratory, the proper 
film technique for your special requirements, is at 
our fingertips and ready to go to work for you. 

Let us prove it to you with your next TV-filmi 
commercial, 
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CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES 


s 





Amsterdam, N. ¥.—Cecil Wood- 
land, president of WCSS here, has | 
resigned to take over as general 
manager of WQAN and WQAN- 
FM, the Scranton Times stations In 
Scranton, Pa. 





San Antonio — Joske’s of Texas 
has purchased a half-hour musical 
series on KTSA here to be aired | 
each Sunday afternoun. Series is | 
titled “Matinee Masterpieces” and 
features classical and semi-classical 
musical selections. Harold Carr is 





Playhouse last season, has gone to 
work for ABC-TV. He’s about the 
20th Carnegie Tech Drama School 
graduate to land on the payroll of 
that network’s television staff... 
Milton Anderson has landed a 
sponsor, the Acoustican Hearing 
Aid Co., for his daily morning news 
at 9:55 on WJAS ... Tiny Irvin, 
ex-Dizzy Gillespie vocalist who 
lives here, has landed a guest spot 
on Iron City Beer’s all-girl teeveer, 
“Perfection Time” .. . Father-in- 
law of Midge Nixon, Bill Brant’s 








| LEVER BROS. EXPANDING 
| ABC SERIAL ROSTER 


Lever Bros. is set to pick up the 
tab for another soap opera on ABC, 
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| via N. W. Ayer. Show reportedly 


From the Production Centres 


|currently occupied by the web’s IN NEW YORK CITY ee 
|“Mary Marlin,” which will prob-| Gene King, ex-WCOP (Boston) program director, reports from Paris 
ably be shifted to another period | that of 173 letters from people in the industry congratulating him on 
'in its recently-incepted afternoon | hecoming overseas radio chief of ECA, 167 asked for French postcards 
'soaper lineup from 3:30-4:30 p.m.|... Don Ball upped to director of editing for CBS radto “ 
|Sponsor is mulling a reprise of | Mackey, ex-World-Telegram-Sun staffer and author of “Froth Estate” 
\the old weeper, “Joyce Jordan! added to ABC flackery....Ben Grauer has waxed appeals for Siiseuice 
| Girl Interne.” Distrophy Assn. ...John K. Strubing, Jr., elected exec veepee of Comp- 


It’s the second buy in tw0/ton agency....Wendell Holmes added to NBC’s “Road of Life” 
| months for Levers on ABC, after 








| Girl Friday on his “Studio Control” 


‘commentator for the series. . paws Se 
. cia | program every morning on WDTV, 


1 iod i coh ihe baal | The Kal Rosses (he’s WOR late-night deejay) expecting an addition 
a long period in which 2anK-| Judy Chenkin, of NBC continuity acceptance, fle arry 
roller hadn’t expanded its daytime | 4 y P w to Israel to marry 
radio activities. 


..t0 augment promotion and pub- 


San Antonio—A new type of quiz 
show, “Who's Your Friend?” will 


make its debut on Sunday here on | out a gubernatorial appointment to 


Series is to be spon-| that bench for the last 15 months. 


KEYL-TV. 
sored by thy M&R Motors, used | 
ear dealer. Frank A. Bennack, Jr., | 
will m.c. 





Indianapo!'s—Robin Bright, for- 
mer dis jockcy, has been named 
chief announcer of WIRE, local 
NBC outlet, to suececd Tom Peden, 
who becomes manager of WAOV 


| was elected last week to the Com 
mon Pleas Court for a 10-year 
| term. Juge Nixon has been serving 





Milwaukee—George A. DeGrace, 
Jr., has been upped to the public 
service and educational director 
berth at WISN. DeGrace came to 


the station in 1949 as promotion 
director. 








at Vincennes. Bright’s chore on 
daily p'atier program, “The Low- 
down,” has been taken over by 
staff announcer Jerry Chapman, 





Louisville — WHAS announces 
addition of James Proctor to its 
Farm Department. Proctor, a grad- 
uate of Purdue University’s School 
of Agriculture, will be assistant to 


Don Davis, WHAS Farm Director. | the 
' | mayor in the city’s history to be 





Salt Lake City—J. Allen Jensen, 
KSL newscaster, missed by an 
eyelash in his effort at being 
elected city judge here last Tues- 
day (6). In an election that saw all 


incumbents ease in with no trouble, 


Jensen ran Judge Marcellus K 


| Snow down to the wire, and missed 


the black gown and gavel by a 
shade over 300 votes. Former KSL 
manager, Earl J. Glade, grabbed 
distinction of being the first 


San An.onio—“Operation Broth- | elected for a third term. He was 


ao 4 : nopposed ¢ S. 
erhood” is the title of a new series | oe at the poll 


of airings to be heard over KTSA 


tional Council of Christians and 
Jews 
guest star on the opening airer via 








Fort Worth — Thaine Engel has 
| been appointed director of pub- 


Loretta Young will be the | licity, promotion and merchandis- 


ing for WBAP, AM-FM-TV. He re- 


transcription. The opener will | places Jack Rogers. 
hichlight the activities of the Girl | 


Scouts. 





Minneapol's—WCCO, CBS Twin} 
Cities owned outlet, formed three 
new station promotion departments 


licity department for purpose of 
providing advertiser additional | 
servic® in market data and re-| 
search, program promotion § and | 
publicity and complete program of | 
merchandising throughout North-| 
west. Gene Wilkey, general man- 
ager, named Charles H. Smith, 
former CBS researcher in New 
York for 11 years and CBS net- 
work market research counsel, to 
post of director of research and 
sales promotion, and Eric Rehn- 
wall, formerly with Frederick Ziv 
Co., manager of new merchandis- 
ing facilities. Fred Heywood, who 
has been promotion manager since 
Feb., 1951, has been appointed pro- 
ram promotion and publicity direc- 
tor and will head expended de- 
partment. 





Pittsburgh — George Baren 
Bregge, veteran KQV salesman, has 
resigned to join the staff of WDTV. 
He's president of the Pittsburgh 
Radio and Television Club... 
Paul Trauvetter, designer at the 











Profitable TV Audience 
exclusive with 


 WGAL-TV: 


= Chan 
F LANCASTE 


Only TV station 


Station seen — 
rich Pennsylvan 


Clair R. McCollough, Pres. 
Represented by 


‘Ti 
’ 


New York Los Angeles 




















ROBERT MEEKER ASSOCIATES 





Cleveland—Jackie Herman, for- 


;merly with WSRS, now during a 


Sunday pitch of Jewish songs and 
folk stories over WJMO. Rube 
Polen, ex-sales WJMO to Stern- 
Warren Advertising. Milton Kitch- 
en, WNBK TD, has returned to 
NBC New York television. He’s a 
20-plus year veteran with the net- 
work. James Hanrahan, WEWS 
general manager, back after a trip 
to Biloxi . . Muntz TV bought 


was in the chain’s morning serial 
block, “Lone Journey” at 11. 


FCC Set to Probe 
License Quirk At 
Madisons WKOW 


Washington, Nov. 13. 

Federal Communications Com- 
mission has ordered an investiga- 
tion of WKOW in Madison, Wis., 
|to determine whether there has 
| been an unauthorized delegation of 
| the license to H. Leslie Atlass, Jr. 
| The Commission will also in- 
quire into WKOW’s termination 
last year of its affiliation with Mu- 
| tual and its shift to CBS. H. Les- 
llie Atlass, Sr., is CBS veepee~in 
|charge of its central division and 
| general manager of WBBM in Chi- 
|cago. Hearings will begin in Madi- 
| son Jan. 21. 

Agency said that in considering 
| the station’s application for renew- 
‘al of license “a serious question 
| exists relating to a possible delega- 
tion by the licensee of its exclusive 
rights and responsibilities to Atlass 
| Amusement Co., Inc., and its prin- 
| cipals and agents, in contrav tion 
| of the statutory principles of1icen- 
see responsibility.” 








j 
| 
| 


| The hearing order lists nine is- | 


| sues which are to be explored. 
|One of these calls for “full infor- 
| mation with respect to negotiations 





Other purchase | red Freed, WCBS staff scripter....Queens College broadcast students 


are launching a series dramatizing the fight against TV on WWRL on 
Nov. 23....ABC prexy Bob Kintner elected member of the N. Y. Better 
Business Bureau’s board, succeeding WOR prez Ted Streibert... Carl. 
ton E. Morse’s “I Love a Mystery” strip returns to WOR on Monday 
(19) at 10:15 p.m. ; 
WNYC chief Seymour Siegel was made an honorary citizen of New 
Orleans during his recent visit there following the National Assn. of 
Educational Broadcasters convention... Lee Silvian exits ABC press 
dept. Friday (16) to become AM-TV ed of Look; Nancy Hamburger 
takes over her duties in mag field. Bob Cooper, ex-Borden’s and Uni- 
lever, joins the web’s tubthumpers on Monday (19)....Owen Jordan 
Jon “Big Story” tonight (Wed.) and “Armstrong Theatre” Saturday... 
WOR prowling for a new all-night deejay to replace Kal Ross who has 
| moved into the Copacabana show over WMGM. WOR is signing off at 
1 a.m. during the interim....Kay Sisto, former magazine editor of the 
Montreal Standard and VARIETY muggess, is new assistant public rela- 
tions director of United Cerebral Palsy fund. 


\{N HOLLYWOOD ... 


ABC’s Robert Kintner held an affiliates meeting, sent them awav 
happy and packed up for Frisco before hopping home. His new Coast 
| setup looks like a winning ticket... .It’s abput the time of the year for 
| Bill Keighley to announce his retirement from “Lux Radio Theatre” 
| and the ominous silence has the Thompsonites worried. However, he 
| did order his Xmas cards, a replica of a soap wrapper and JWT is tak- 
_ing up his option Dec. 1 so he'll at least finish out the season... . Matt 
| Barr, who pulled out of NBC publicity for ABC sales, is now bossing 
| the account execs at KECA....Harry Maizlish, who recently acquired 
| KFMV, an FM’er, sold the studio to John Poole, whose new 10.000- 
| watt AM starts buzzing the mainland from Catalina Island early next 
| year Sandy Cummings, agent-packager, staffing up with Frank 
Samuels at the William Morris agency....Frank Ferrin, long time 
| packager-producer of Smilin’ Ed McConnell shows on radio and TV 
| back from India where he spent six weeks shooting film for theatrical 
|and TV release. For TV he has four shorts and after its theatrical 
| release a feature, “Gunga Ran.,” starring the radio-TV youngster, Nino 
| Marcel. ...Ed Cashman called to N.Y. for a month of duty at Foote, 
| Cone & Belding. . . Ginny Simms dropped her local TV show so that 
| her rotation with Dinah Shore on the Tide show would not be snafued. 
| For a time Benton & Bowles was on the hot seat, with both Simms and 


[anaes busy in TV, but it was worked out satisfactorily by B&B's Al 
| Kaye. : 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Clint Youle, whose weather crystal-balling on WNBQ has been a 





three hours of the Phil McLean | between Arthur Morse, on behalf | consistent video winner, is now also doing his forecasting via AM with 
disk show on WERE 


afternoon ... 


a.m. Bill Gordon WHK disk show. 
... Lloyd Wingard, WGAR studio 


tral veep of Audio Engineering 
Society. 





Cleveland — Bill Randle, WERE 


polio and cerebral palsy funds fol- 
lowing his 
benefit party. 
The shindig drew name at- 
tractions including Guy Mitchell, 
Mitch Miller, Richard Hayes, 
Buddy Greco, Count Basie, The 
Weavers, Gordon Jenkins and 
Walter Schumann who directed a 
choir of selected high school voices. 


second anniversary 
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San Francisco 


disk jockey, contributed $4,000 to| CBS and “what consideration, if 


k _Saturday | of H. Leslie Atlass, Jr., and the|a nightly show on WMAQ.. 
epsi_ Cola has|jicensee, in January or February | agency in Milwaukee to joi i 
afternoon... Pepal Cola has icensee, in January y | join the Chi Mutual sales staff....Wauhillau 


|of 1950, as to a possible purchase 


Another issue calls for data on 
circumstances leading to negotia- 
tions resulting in an affiliation 
agreement on May 31, 1950, with 


any, was involved in termination 
of the Mutual affiliation.” 

| The Commission will also inquire 
into agreements or understandings 
between Atlass Amusement and 
Michael Henry, WKOW general 
manager, and in particular a cer- 
tain contract in which Henry was 
hired as manager of stations “man- 
aged, owned or designated by” the 
Amusement company. 

Hearings will further determine 
the extent of Atlass participation 
in control and operation of WKOW, 
amount of payments made by 
WKOW to Atlass and pertinent in- 


..Charles Helliwell has ankled Mathisson 
| LaHay, N. W. Ayer flack, here for a looksee at NBC-TV “Hawkins 


‘of the station by H. Leslie Atlass, Falls” smitten by a virus bug.... Vincent Bliss is new member of Chi 
supervisor, has been elected cen- | JF 


CBS Radio Sales crew....Salvation Army has dubbed Mutual’s Tom 
| Moore as Santa Claus’ Helper No. 1” for his toy collecting campaign 
for the service group....ABC prexy Robert Kintner made a brief stop- 
over at the Windy City headquarters enroute from the Coast.... 
BBD&O's Chicago office succeeds Critchfield & Co. as agency for 
Zenith’s hearing aid division....Dave Moore and Charles Romine in 
town covering the Gary, Ind., elections for the upcoming CBS-Ford 
Foundation series _» Ell Henry, Chi ABC flackery bossman, in N.Y. this 
week for homeoffice huddles....Edgar Bergen headlining Sun-Times 
annual Harvest Moon Ball Saturday (17)....Fred Vant Hull, ex-grid 
Star who beat a polio rap, to succeed as a Minneapolis AM-TV an- 
ig ss on Tommy Bartlett’s NBC “Welcome Travelers” show 


CHIMAY ORIGINATE 
NEW DAYTIME STRIP 


Chicago, Nov. 13. 
Possibility that the Windy City 











formation regarding Atlass Amuse- 
ment, its ownership, purpose of its 
formation, and date of its incorpo- 
ration. 

President of WKOW is Stewart 
Watson. 


WJZ’s Cerebral Palsy 
TV Marathon Set 


WJZ-TV, New York outlet of 
ABC, has scheduled a 14-hour tele- 
thon on behalf of the United Cere- 
bral Palsy fund. Show will start 
around 9 p. m. on Saturday, Dec. 
8, and run through Sunday noon, 





may become the originating point 
for another daytime TV strip is 


Yy 


tN 





with a host of celebs and stars to 
participate. 

Plans are being shaped up by 
Howard S. Cullman, head of Port of 
N. Y. Authority. Leonard Golden- 
son, prexy of UCP and head of 
United Paramount Theatres 
(which, incidentally, is set to 
merge with ABC pending FCC ap-| 
proval), is also active in mapping | 
the TV fund-raising marathon. 


} 
| 





Rochester, N. H.— Albin J. K. 
Malin, head of the Strafford Broad- 
casting Co., which operates WWNH 
in this city, was‘ elected to the 
executive board of the Daniel 
Webster Council, Boy Scouts of 
America, at the  organization’s 
annual dinner meeting at the 





Chicago 





Carpenter Hotel in Manchester. 





looming. Doug Johnson, creator- > | 
writer on NBC-TV’s Chi-anchored | § al! | | | 
“Hawkins Falls” Lever-backed aft-| 8 
ernoon strip, is putting the finish-| @ 
ing touches to a second hausfrau a 
series which may wind up on the 2 | 
same web. iy 4 
Johnson is turning over most of | Reasons Why 
the “Hawkins” writing duties to A 
Bill Barrett, who recently resigned | gus The foremost national and loca ad- 
his New York N. W. Ayer agency | gue vertisers use WEVD year ofter 
son to Gevote fulltime to free| ma year to reach the vast 
ance scripting. Johnson wiil con-| = . 
tinue his script supervisory duties = Jewish Market 
on “Hawkins” while rounding out| gum of Metropolitan New York | 
the new package. meet ; é 
=a - Top adult programming 
WIBK T - a 2. Strong audience impact 
a aah 3. Inherent listener loyalty 
V $ Teach Two —_ 4. Potential buying power 
° ’ 
With One Lesson’ Format = na ee eS ey 
Detroit, Nov. 13. —_——_ . P ; 
The trend now is for educationl| === Henry Greenfield, Man. Dir. 
TV to teach two sets of students: ae WEVD 117-119 West 46th St., 
One in the home, the other at New York 19 
school. The latest teach-two-with- | == 














one-lesson program will be under- 
taken by WJBK-TV and Michigan 
State College, beginning Nov. 17. 
Entitled “All Around the House,” 
the 24-week series will feature 
food buying and preparation, fam- 
ily health, gardening and land- 


scaping, budget buying and home 
repairs. 





GAG WRITER 
Seeks Position or Free Lance 
Samples Upon Request 


Box V-5435, Variety 
154 West 46th Street, New York 
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VARIETY 








| 
Television Chatter | 


| 








and Rex O’Malley set for DuMont’s | 


Charlies ae ex-CBS- ug Vanes per se =| 
TV, has joined ABC-TV as an as- | ing with we ple Patent of 
sistant to national program direc- | “Happy Time,” pacted to play | 
tor Charles Underhill . . . Tele- | Santa Claus in a series of TV com- | 
vision Writers Group of the Au-| mercials for Kraft . . . ABC-TV} 
thors League is tossing . escetall sales chief Ed Friendly engaged to | 
party on Friday (16) at the Hotel) Natalie Coulson Brooks . . . Robert 
Park Sheraton ... Mary A. Con- | ¢ 


nell has been upped to manager of | of the Philadelphia Guild of Ad- 
ABC-TV’s spot sales service de-| 
partment, vice Emily Clark, re-| | ARBC’s “Celanese 
signed . . . Henry Barnard played| sjated to present Philip Barry’s 
lead on CBS-TV’s “Danger” last| «Joyous Season” for its Dec. 26 
night (Tues.) ... John Ericson, 0f| show, with Lillian Gish starred 





». Lewis named the 1951 winner | 


vertising Men’s annual merit award 
Theatre” | 


Wednesday, November 14, 195] 


Inside Stufl—Television 


3 NBC-TV, currently blueprinting its morning operation, 
er be at ge i Ai the idea of staging a daily half-hour dramatic show, featuring a dij. 
aaetee producer-director at KLAC- | ferent story each day. While there are a number of soap operas now 
TV... Jerry Fairbanks Produc- | Tiding the TV waves, the projected NBC series will be the first daily 
tions scenario chief Lou Liliy cut | dramatic show with no continuity in the characters or story line. ; 
the clouds to Miami for talks with} Idea is another phase in the early morning lineup now bein 


Landsberg out of Cedars of Leba- 
non hospital following operation 
... Warren Wilson inked as script- 
er for upcoming science-fiction 
video series, “Rocky Jones, Space 


is mulling 





agency and telexecs. Leo Rosen-| out by exec veepee Sylvester L. (Pat) Weaver and his ne Ret 
carns, Fairbanks scenarist, return-| staff. Blueprint now includes the 7 to 9 a.m. “Operation Early Bird * 
ed from three weeks of confabs | a, well as the upcoming Ralph Edwards series, which will Getic: 

with TV and ad toppers in N. Y./|«puth Lyons’ Club 50,” now aired from noon to 12:30 cross-the-ho,.. 


and Chicago. 1e-board. 





| 


| Most of the Sylvania TV awards, presented last week at the Hotel 
| Pierre, N. Y., went to NBC shows and personalities, with “Your Show 
WNBQ sales chief John McPart-| of Shows” cited as the best revue; Max Liebman, as the best produc 
| lin hospitalized for a checkup . . .| and Sid Caesar and Imogene Coca as the best actor and actress. Ajcg 
| Pianist Chet Roble and warbler | cited were R. Marlin Perkins for NBC’s “Zoo Parade”: Martha Rountr e 
Jacqueline James inked as regu-| and Lawrence Spivak for “Meet the Press”; “Fireside Theatre” for | 


Chicago 


“Stalag 17,” does CBS’ “Lamp , ; hain spon- | /ars on Drewrys’ new variety show | best use of film in TV, with individual awards to producer Peank 

Unto My Feet” Nov. 25. “cd *Eedidan tanta” oe WIZ-TV which bows | Nov. 23 on WBKB.| Wisbar and director-writer Arnold Belgard. John Daly was Pot 
Alan Lipscott, who formerly|jast winter, so that its upcoming | Show is being produced in CO-| best moderator and emcee. 

wrote “Life of Riley” radio show | pankrolling of NBC’s Rose Bowl| operation with the Chi Actors’) wy, Daily News’ WPIX was cited as coordinator of the TV pool 

on the Coast, developing a TV! Parade does not mark its TV bow,| Club . . . Doug Johnson, writer-| .overing the Kefauver hearings and WDSU-TV, New Orleans. as the 

package while in New York cur-| a> erratumed ... NBC last week |creator of NBC-TV’s “Hawkins | 5, h 


rently. 


has a panel of name gourmets|ctarring Doodles Weaver, 
guessing contents of rare and un-| “Doodles Club House.” Weaver 
usual dishes. has also signed to appear regu- 

Ezra Stone, tapped by NBC-TV | larly on Horace Heidt’s radio show 
to direct the upcoming Ezio Pinza|for Philip Morris and will go out 
Friday night series for RCA Victor,|on one-nighters with the orch 
has been forced to turn down the | leader ... Millicent Grower pacted 


titled 


Labeled “What’s in It,” it] Kinescoped a new moppet show | 


Falls,” and Lloyd Norlin, North-| first station to carry the hearings. 
be eg Ane get ote | atl TT; “Old American Barn Dance,” series of weekly vidfilms starring Ten- 
Marshall Fields store is putting on | nessee Ernie, Peewee King and other country-style personalities. was 
this week at the Shubert Theatre | purchased this week by Utica Club Beer for televising in Utica, Syra- 
| as part of its 100th anni hoopla... |cuse, Schenectady and Binghamton. Vidpix are distributed by United 
| Ransom Sherman’s new tri-weekly |TV Programs. 

| daytimer on WBKB won a special} “Barn Dance” is now carried in 15 markets. 





assignment because of his other 
video activities. He’s now direct- 
ing the Fred Allen stanzas of 
“Sound Off Time” and the Danny 
Thomas and Martha Raye stints 
on the web's “All Star Revue”... 
Bert Lown, one-time name band 
leader and later a veepee of Muzak, 
has joined the CBS-TV station re- 
lations department .. . Milton 
DeLugg joined WNBT’s “Date in 
Manhattan” show as maestro and 
comedian, starting Monday (12)... 
Helen Donaldson set tor a feature 
role in “The Kimball’s,” to be 
staged Monday (19) an NBC’s Rob- 
ert Montgomery show . . Jack 
Kaduson, formerly with Schenley, 
joined the Weintraub contact staff 
as an account exec. 


Marcia Henderson, appearing on 
the “Betty Crocker” show next 
Saturday (17) in a dramatic spot 
excerpted from J. B. Priestley’s 
“Inspector Calls,” opposite Basil 
Rathbone, will be in the same 
time niche (12 noon) and on the 
same network (ABC-TV) she re- 





cently occupied as one of the title | 


yJlayers in “Two Girls 
Smith. 

Henry Tobias, former music di- 
rector of Totem Lodge, Averill 
Park, N. Y., has joined CBS-TV 
as a producer - director... 
Gretchen Groff joined WNBT and 
WNBC as assistant to publicity 
chief Wini Schaefer . . . Tom Daw- 
son, manager of CBS-TV spot sales, 
to Chicago and Los Angeles this 
weekend for business huddles ... 
Edmond O’Brien guesting on Mil- 
ton Berle’s “Texaco Star Theatre’ 
next Tuesday night (20) ... Ramsay 
Williams set for a role on Du- 
Mont’s “Gallery of Mme. Liu- 
Tsong” tonight (Wed.) . . . Colgate 
checked out as sponsor of WCBS- 
TV's “News of the Night” on 
Wednesdays . . Frank Sinatra 
set to co-vroduce his own CBS 
show with Wanny Dare starting 
with his first origination from the 
Coast next Tuesday. Two of them 
replace Max Gordon, legit pro- 
ducer who's been handling the pro- 
gram in N. Y. .. .Valerie Bettis 


Named 








They Know What’s Watt 
Down in WFIL-adelphia 


Ad men who've taken a good 
look at the Philly radio market 
know one thing for sure—it’s 
not just the power, it’s the 
selling power that counts. 


That's why more and more 
of them are turning to WFIL, 
Philly ABC net voice, whose 5,000 
watts actually outpull 50,000 
watts in 11 out of 14 counties 
in America’s third largest Retail 
Trading Area. 


And it’s the whole Philly area 
—not thecity alone—that is most 
significant to the sales- wise. 
Here are 4,400,000 men, women, 
and minors-Every year they soak 
up $4 billion worth of retail 
goods. Their effective buying in- 
come is valued at $6,638,759 ,000, 


A plum ripe for the picking, 
plus a big bonus area...and the 
ladder to the top of the tree has 
**560"’ written all over it. It’s an 
engineering fact that WFIL’s 
5,000 watts, operating at 560 
kilocycles, give coverage equal 
to 100,000 watts at double the 
frequency . . . 1120 kilocycles. 
Schedule WFIL. 











American Snuff last 


for a role on ABC’s “Amazing Mr. | award from the Chi Art Directors | week renewed the series for an additional 52 weeks in the seven mar- 


Malone” next Monday (19) 


(ABC) this Saturday (17). 


Hollywood 


Sheldon Leonard stars in “De- 
layed Action,” original yarn he sold 
to Screen Televideo as a telepic 
... Ziv TV is rolling two more of 
“The Unexpected” series at Cali- 
fornia studios, ‘Fury and Sound,” 
with Hans Conreid, Paul Guilfoyle 
and Lois Hall, and “Slide-Rule 
Blonde,” with Marjorie Reynolds, 
Craig Stevens, Nestor Paiva and 
Johnny Downs .. . Telepix pro- 
ducer George Carillon has shifted 
his base of operations from the 
Chaplin studios to the Goldwyn 
lot ... Telemount Pictures telepix 
producer Henry B. Donovan planed 
to Gotham for huddles on release 
of his “Cowboy G-Men” series .. . 
Producer Sol Lesser looking into 
possibility of inking a pact with 
AFM for rescoring some of his old 
pix for release to video under ban- | 
ner of Peerless Television, com- 
pany he recently formed with Ed- | 
ward Small... “You Asked For 
It,’ which has been on KTTV, 
moves to ABC-TV, goes on the 


fering so far this year... The 
Canada Dry half-hour of ABC- 
TV’s Sunday afternoon “Super 


Circus” is the first Windy City 
show to hit the east-to-west cable 
for a coast-to-coast ride... 
Spiegels (mail and retail stores) is 
breaking into local teevee with an 
afternoon show Sunday (18) on 
WGN-TV. Show is packaged by 
Louis G. Cowan who is a Spiegel 
board member. 
script and produce. . 
“Uncle Mistletoe,” 
starts its fourth year Friday (19) 
on WENR-TV ... Sandra Motors 
is bankrolling Tuesday night fea- 
ture film on WGN-TV. 








TV Program Costs 


Las Continued fro..: page 21 


In 1950 it cost $9,000 for talent and 
production, while today it costs 
$11,500. Same goes for such audi- 
ence participationers as “Beat the 
Clock,” a Goodson-Todman pack- 
age aired on CBS. Show last year 
cost $5,000, while today it goes at 




















microwave relay from Hollywood, | 
Dec. 10 . . . Fortunio Bonanova, 
Charlita and William Bishop inked 
by Frank Wisbar for “Los Cer- 
ritos,” ‘Fireside Theatre” telepic 
rolling at Eagle-Lion.. . Allegro | 
rolling first five in series of 26) 
vidpic, “Spice of Life,’ Dec. 15 at 
Republic ... Jane Frazee and 
Phyllis Coates signed for femme 
leads in two “Range Rider” tele- 
pix skedded by Gene Autry’s Fly- 
ing A Productions ... Red Skelton 
named TV chairman for current 
American Education Week ... Hal 
Roach, Jr., skied to N. Y. for ne- 
gotiations with video execs ... 
Alliance of Film Television Pro- 
ducers has two more members, 
with Frank Wisbar and TCA, lat- 
ter owned by Abbott and Costello, 
joining the telepix producers as- 
sociation... KTLA v.p. Klaus 
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$8,500. 


As for the variety shows, NBC- 
TV’s “Show of Shows” last year 
cost $40,000 for the 90-minute 
spread. This year the price is up 
to $75,000. CBS-TV’s “This Is Show 
Business” went for $13,500 in 1950 
and now goes for $15,000. Some 
budgets were hiked, of course, for 
competitive reasons, such as CBS’ 
“Ken Murray Show,” up from 
$21,000 to $32,500, in order to pro- 
vide more production values and 
higher-priced guests to compete 
with NBC’s “All Star Revue.” 

Latter show, incidentally, is the 
most costly hour-long entry extant, 
carrying a talent and production 
nut of $60,000 weekly. (Show is 


bankrolled on a participating basis | 


by Snow Crop, Kellogg’s and Pet 
Milk.) Most expensive half-hour 
program is CBS’ “Jack Benny 
Show,” which lists at about $40,000. 
Benny, tpough, does only six TV 
shows this year. On a regularly- 
scheduled basis, NBC-TV’s “Red 
Skelton Show,” bankrolled by Proc- 
ter & Gamble, is the costliest half- 
hour, going for $35,000 per week. 


Increased commercial success of 
video is proved by the fact that 
there are now 160 sponsored shows 
on the four major networks this 
season, as compared with 137 at 
this time last year. Of these, 17 are 
on film, as compared with 10 in 
1950. This season’s list for the first 
time also includes TV soap operas, 
first of which was CBS-TV’s “First 
100 Years.” 





-Morency Group 


aa Continued from page 21 


market doesn’t follow a predictable 
pattern, and a tele home is not lost 
to radio. 


(4) A radio rate fromula based 
on the growth of TV will lead to 
radio’s destruction. The NBC pro- 
posal, permitting rate reevaluation 
based on tele circulation will lead 
to that result. 

(5) Nets exist to provide national 
coverage, and steps which break 
down this concept are injurious all 
around, (This point is apparently 
aimed at plans permitting adver- 
tisers to tailor their own networks, 


eliminating any, markets’ they 
choose.) 











(6) Network radio’s effectiveness 


} 


| 


| 


| 


_ _| Club as the most original local of-| kets in which it sponsors the show. 
Hope Miller on “Date With Judy” | 





Scripting science fiction for TV will be discussed when the Radio 
Writers Guild’s third video clinic covers ABC-TV’s “Tales of Tomor- 
row” tonight (Wed.) at the Hotel Astor, N. Y. 

Speakers will be Mort Abrahams, producer of the Foley & Gordon 
| package; Ted Sturgeon, chairman of the Science Fiction League of 
| ees, and writer Mel Goldberg. Kinnie of “TOT” will precede the 
gabfest. 





WOR-TV, N. Y. indie outlet, utilized a new method of projecting 


Jay Sheridan will| English subtitles on foreign films, starting last Sunday (11), with its 
eo Fields’ | “Sunday Italian Film Theatre” at 3 p.m. Designed to eliminate the 
kiddie strip, | distortion and fuzziness which have plagued stations scanning foreign- 


| language pix until now, the new method involves use of two projectors, 
one to project the film via 35m and the other to superimpose the tities 





on 16m. 
film. 


New and shorter translations are also being used. 


Titles, in addition, will be placed higher than usual on the 


New technique 


was devised by Nadir Giannitrapani and Erberto Landi, producer of 


| WOR-TV’s Sunday series. 





is based on continuity of effort, i.e., 


| the 13-week cycle, and destruction 


of this formula will hurt the me- 
dium and bankrollers alike. (This is 
aimed at the concept of irregular 
“magazine-type” insertions.) 

(7) Plans diverting spot revenue 
from local stations to national net- 
works threaten the existence of in- 
dividual stations. 

Committee, which met with re- 
search expert Robert Elder, said 
that radio hasn't paid enough at- 
tention to producing evidence of 
AM’s dollar value to the advertiser; 
that there is a lack of realistic cir- 
culation data for the medium at 
the local level; there has been too 
much emphasis on studying the in- 
dividual broadcast and too little 
on the cumulative impact of con- 
tinuous performance; and radio re- 
search “has scattered its shot” with 


confusing and sometimes contradic- 
tory data. 









Halley 


Continued from page 23 gmt 


p. m. on election eve, with celebs, 
including Ed and Pegeen Fitzger- 
ald, Robert E. Sherwood and 
others. Program was supported 
with $5,500 in ads in the daily 
press. It was the counterpart of 
the Madison Square Garden rally 
which used to wind political stump- 
fests. 

Halley's AM and TV appear- 
ances involved show biz names, 
such as Arlene Francis, Howard 
Lindsay and Ralph Bellamy, who 
quizzed him on various issues. 
Windup vidshow opened with a 
film clip of Sen. Kefauver in which 
he said that the committee’s work 
was “only the beginning” and point- 
ing up the voters’ responsibility. 


That was made the keynote of the 
airer. 





Brock Versus Carlson 


Over Barry Gray’s Airer 


. John Roy Carlson, author of 

Underground” and other expose 
tomes. and Ray Brock, ABC gab- 
ber and newspaperman, will appear 
jointly on Barry Gray’s WMCA 
(N. Y.) airer tonight (Wed.). They'll 
attempt to straighten out the facts 
in a tiff which grew out of Brock’s 
reference on a recent Gray session 
to Carlson’s alleged ““pro-Commy” 
sympathies. Carlson for some years 
has vigorously denied any pro-Red 
tinge. 

Gray, incidentally, leaves tomor- 
row (Thurs.) for a four-day trek to 
the Coast, whence he’ll do a guest- 
er on the Danny Thomas NBC-TV 








show Sunday (18). 





———_________<» 


CHI EYES WGN-TV’S 
‘IN SCHOOL’ SERIES 


Chicago, Nov. 13. 
WGN-TV next week launches a 
weekly quarter-hour school pro- 
gram beamed specifically for class- 


room work. It’s the first attempt on 
a regular basis of “in-school” pro- 
gramming by a local tele station 
and will be watched closely by the 
educators angling for their own 
TV channel. 


The series, slotted Wednesday 
afternoons, will be designed to pro- 
vide educational content for class- 
room use in the city’s schools and 
also to demonstrate classroom pro- 


cedure and practices to parents. 


George Jennings, director of the 
Board of Education’s Radio Coun- 
cil, will supervise the series for the 
board. 


BILLY NALLE 


SSeS 

ANIS 

MAMA \ « 
CBS-TV 

FRIDAYS 


THE YOSTMEN 
Available for TV 











MUST SACRIFICE 


Westchester's most outstanding and 
best constructed 12 room, 5 bath 
house that has everything. No rea 
sonable offer refused. Call HAr- 








rison 8-5657 or ORegon 9-0755. 
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devotion to the cause of peace with neatly to the audience. Story, of | started this year. 
Great Britain. It was this latter | course, was nowhere near Pulitzer | ,qded, hasn’t missed a payday and 


motivation, his firm desire to sign 
a treaty with England, that brought 
the crisis in Webster’s career. His 
trip to England in 1839, absenting 


Tele Followups 


Continued from page 28 


} 
j 





prize proportions, but served as an 
okay vehicle for the hour show. 


him from the Whig party conven- | grate the songs offered by Sinatra | 
and June Hutton, his femme guest. 


tion, cost him the nomination that : . 
year. And later, his refusal ‘to re-| AS a result, everytime the action 
sign from the cabinet of President | halted to make way for a tune, the 
Tyler, in order to continue work-| pacing stopped short also. Miss 
ing for,a British pact, meant aban-| Hutton, looking beauteous, score? 
doning his aspirations for the with a couple of numbers. Sinatra 
White House and rejection by his | didn’t have as good luck with his 
wealthy Whig friends. vocalizing. Maybe he had a cold 
In all, “Decision” gave a con-| or something, but his voice wasn’t 
vincing picture of the U. S. a cen-| up to the level he’s established for 

tury ago, with issues that have); this seacon. _ ’ 
pertinence today (such as the Whig| Sinatra did evidence again, 
selection of Gen. Harrison, the | though, how far he’s come as a 
straight man and comedian. He 


military hero of Tippecanoe, in a} . 
bid for votes). Chevigny’s script| traded gags on even terms with 


caught the complexities of the is-| Gleason and, when some _ props | 


sucs and was a mature presenta- | failed to function properly, he was 
tion. jright in there with what sounded 

Nampden’s' performance was 
stren® and direct. with fine as-|aS always. Betty Luster and Jack 


like ad libs, too. Gleason was socko | 


| $15,000 was not a debt but an out- Benny’s No. 1 Spot 
iright gift from the Dramatists (Nielsen’s, Oct. 6) 

| Guild in 1934 which the RWG con-| 5,1 2 en 8, UC. 13.9 
isiders as a loan without a term. par Radio’ The lle 
| Fleischer estate, he said, had been Walt Wis hell TO. ssoce 124 
jowed $5,000, but payment was| 4 CP WINCNEL..+cccces 119 
Office force, hé mos n Andy. . seeeeeee P 
' You Bet Your Life....... 113 
'dues collections are up $1,000 this Mr. and Mrs. North...... 10.9 
But. and this is the drawback, |¥¢2"- despite the downbeat in AM Godiver's Talent Scouts. . 103 
little attempt was made to inte- | and fact RWG gets no dues from| Bing Crosby Show....... 9.9 
TV writers. POP OOOE oo i ta5 5-0 ened 9.7 





While the anti-Communist group | 








hit the RWG leadership for its | 
‘stand on the video jurisdiction | 
question, it stated that the group | 
includes “members who hold vary- | 
ing views on the TV problem. Some | sibs 
believe—with the administration— | tion out of everything,” makes TV 
\that TV writers belong in RWG.\a healthier climate in which to 
‘Others believe—with the Authors | work. 
League Council—that TV needs a! Benny frankly acknowledges that 
separate guild. As a group we do/|the almost unanimous praise _ac- 
not take sides and this problem| corded his show in his first time 
is not, per se, an issue in this| up this season, generated for him 
election.” an excitement he hasn’t felt in 
With the presidency of RWG | many years. Particularly since it 
switching, per schedule, from the | was so psychologically timed—com- 
east to the Coast, candidacy of | ing a few days before last Friday’s 
Milton Merlin for prexy was not/| (9) Friars Club testimonial at the 


Benny 
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sits by Charles Dingle, Enid Mar- | Stanton 


key and Matt Briggs. Producer- 
director William H. Brown, Jr., 
stated the vehicle deftly. 





Frank Sinatra, who’s been doing 
a combination of libretto and vari- 
ety material on his CBS-TV series 
until now, swiiched to an almost 
solid book show last 


its good and bad points. With 
Jackie Gleason as top guest, Sina- 
tra romped through a satiric yarn 
about a couple of private eyes, on 
the lookout for 100G absconded by 
Roberta Lee’s husband. Duo ap- 
parently had a lot of fun with their 
kidding and transmitted that fun 


ate die tn che taste sts stn ct cfs aboatoats 

















fiistory comes to lifein 


“Williamsburg 
Restored”’ 


-»- anew film that 
should be in every 
library 








| 
| 


| 


Tuesday | Way.” J 
night (6)—and the result had both | better than his predecessor and is | 


| 
| 
| 


contested by “Undersigned,” which | 
contributed two dance/|also did not oppose Ira Marion 
numbers, one a fine apache rou-| (previous national prez) for post 
tine, to add to the show's overall) of eastern region veepee. 

quality. | Welbourne Kelley, whose hassle | 
| with the RWG administration origi- | 
Singer-disk jockey Bob Haymes| nally touched off the schism re-| 
has replaced Rex Marshall as San-| syiting in formation of the “Under- 
dra Deel’s partner on WABD'S | signed” group, was among the 


(DuMont, N. ¥.) “Date on Broad-| candidates named by the official | 
While he can sell a tune 


nominating committee. 





more familiar with the music 
played on the show via the Snader 
Telescriptions, his entree hasn't 
made the cross-the-board evening | 
series much more ee eee. | 
ing from show caught (8). Reason | 
is the inept scripting and only fair | made last week by Gordon McLen- 
production, which found an acro-| don, prexy of the Liberty Broad- 
ballet dancer on the program terp-/| casting System. In an open letter 
ing her way around a living-room lto stations, LBS topper said that 
set. It was pretty tough to take,| the nets no longer compete in how 
both for the dancer, Eunice Lake,| much they can sell “but in how 
and for viewiers. |much they can give way.” He 
Miss Deel 


Format has M and | charged that “NBC is making out 
Haymes chit-chatting away about | the industry’s death papers.” 


—— ane stuff reg ies | Competition between the webs in 
set, introducing the Telescriptions : : lets 
and plugging away at a few songs offering advertisers bonus outlets, 


themselves. Both are personable |McLendon | said, with age: 
performers and know their way | tering | werpiend oat ar boa 
around a tune well enough to rate | 4filiates and bot ee . 
a better show than this. Scripting|t® 4 lesser extent also guilty of 
made their intros of the film | the evil,” can result in wholesale 
“recordings” awkward and little | realignments with more and more 
attempt was made to integrate any | affiliates cast into the bonus cate- 
of the three pix into the show’s| gory. 

format. Show is sold on a local Liberty chief said his web be- 
participation basis but no sponsors |lieves in price differentials between | 
were represented the night caught. | outlets, but that no station should | 











Battle of Bonuses 
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RWG 


Continued from page 23 
“Communist - slanted leadership”; 
(2) the eastern region administra- 
tion is “guilty of gross irresponsi- 
bility” because of the RWG’s re- 
cent fracas with the Authors 
League on TV jurisdiction; (3) the 
administration used “trickery” in 
dealing with the membership on 
Sasa ce a site sub the — ees ys to hg RWG 
iscnléiae teen kee is “financially insolvent,” owing 
Produced by momen I ae $15,000 to the Authors League and 
TO RENT OR PURCHASE WRITE TO $7,000 to the estate of Sidney 

Colonial Williamsburg Fleischer, late RWG attorney, with 

PILM DISTRIBUTION SECTION, WILLIAMSBURG, VIRGINIA the staff “not knowing” when it 


Shabsh shape ah spaapae | An RWG Ss 


An RWG spokesman said that the 


WIBK delivers the Goods 


YOUR C00DS...2 
Witt SALES 











This new documentary film of Vir- 
ginia’s colonial capital presents a pic- 
ture of historic Williamsburg as it was 
two hundred years ago and as it is 
today. It vividly portrays the scope of 
the architectural achievement in the 
restoration of the town to its 18th cen- 
tury appearance. 




























Just think of it! With no other advertis- 
ing, Farm Crest Bakeries featured a key 
product on “Ladies Day”, WJBK-TV’s par- 
ticipation show, 5 days a week for six 
weeks. At the end of this run, sales of 

the item had increased 25%. Three weeks 
( leter, another spot check showed an even 
greater sales increase. That's sales re- 
sults with @ continuing soles punch! 


ae 


WJBK-TV—e CBS 
and 


WJBK-*"-DETROIT 


THE STATION WITH A MILLION FRIENDS 
National Seles Headquarters: 488 Madison Avenue, New York 22 
Eldorado 5-2455 
Represented Nationally by THE KATZ AGENCY, INC. 


be given away cuffo. He charged 
that in the last two years, when 
| advertisers have become aware of 
ithe importance of the local sta- 
tion, “NBC is having trouble sell- 
ing its powerful stations . . . and 
decides it will simply absorb the 
smaller markets—not only for free 
but to use these suckers to get a 
boost in rate for the suffering 


power station.” 





DuMont, Barron 


Continued from page 23 


without foundation, DuMont gave 
notice that it would fight the suit 
vigorously. Since agreement be- 
tween the web and Barron con- 
tained an arbitration clause, the 
dispute is set to go before the 
American Arbitration Assn. short- 
l 


y. 

Basis for the tiff between Barron 
and DuMont began when the 
manufacturers holding ‘Video” 
licenses claim that DuMont was not 
forthcoming with promotional aid 
to popularize the character, similar 
to work doen in selling ‘“Hopalong 
Cassidy” and Roy Rogers products. 
When General Foods bought the 
show in April, 1951, the breach 
between Barron and DuMont 
widened. New contracts sub- 
mitted by Barron were supposedly 
delayed to such an extent pending 
GF’s okay that manufacturers were 
said to have lost interest. In ad- 
dition, sponsor is said to have in- 
sisted on elimination of exclusive 
rights clause in new pacts, claiming 
the right to offer “Video” pre- 
miums and buying them in the 
open market. Question also arose 
as to whether Barron was entitled 
ee on prmium bought by 














Meanwhile, manufacturers with 
“Video” licenses feel they’ve been 
left holding the bag. 

Declaring that his product suf- 
fered a setback because of Du- 
Mont indifference, one manufac- 
turer cited the web’s alleged neg- 
lect in arranging for a _ special 
‘Captain Video” showroom at Boys 
Apparel Manufacturers Show at 
the Hotel New Yorker, N. Y., while 
“Space Cadet,” the show's chief 


competitor, had a large room of its 
own. 





Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y., commemo- 
rating his 20 years in radio as one 
of the alltime personality greats in 
the medium, yet translating itself 
into the convincer that Benny could 
be equally as boff in TV. 

Benny likes his association with 
American Tobacco and wants to 


|continue with it “as long as they 


want me.” Similarly, he’s happy 
on Bill Paley’s CBS network and 
is content to stay put there. 
Guest Angle 
Benny sneaked in an unobtru- 


| sive cutie last week which, none- 


theless, almost caused some eyes 
to pop out among the TV boys in 
the last. That was the nifty scenic 
segue in which a Dorothy Shay 
Park Ave. background suddenly 
became an Ozark mountaineer ex- 
terior through the simple expe- 
dient of producer-director Ralph 
Levy somersaulting the backdrop. 
Benny mentions this because he 
feels Coast production will bring 
that kind of imaginative thinking 
to the medium. 

There’s one other score he'd like 
to settle in the coming TV era— 
that is, to break down the resist- 
ance among sponsors who are now 
afraid to permit a Bob Hope or a 
Bing Crosby to guest with Benny, 
because they work for Chesterfield 
and he works for Luckies. Benny 
thinks a rival product has nothing 
to do with the case, so far as the 
average viewer is concerned. He’s 
got a lot of good ideas for utilizing 
Hope-Crosby-Jerry Lewis guest 
shots, and believes a lot of good 
bets are being missed because of 
the current client snafus and tabus. 


HALLICRAFTERS BUYS 
PITT ‘AMATEUR TIME’ 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 13. 

Hallicrafters will pick up the tab 
on town’s newest radio show for 
tyros, “Amateur Time, U.S.A.,” 
which will be broadcast for an 
hour every Sunday afternoon at 3 
over WPGH. Program will have as 
its mistress of ceremonies Virginia 
O’Donnell, who has long been an 
ivory-hunter in the local talent 
marts and used to have her own 
“Stars of the Future” stanza over 
that station. 

Up until now, only amateur show 
around these parts has been the 
Sunday evening “Wilkens Amateur 
Hour,” 














CBS-TV IN CORNELL 
TIE ON EDUC’L SHOWS 


CBS-TV has joined forces with 
Cornell Univ, in an attempt to 
create a series of educational pro- 
grams for TV that will appeal to 
the widest possible audience. Basie 
purpose of the series is to help 
orient the public to living in 1951 
by explaining the reasons behind 
| increased taxes and others factors 
| necessary to fighting the cold war, 
according to Sig Mickelson, CRS. 
TV’s news and public affairs chief, 

Mickelson explained that a num. 
ber of colleges and.universities are 
now conducting research on such 
| problems and CBS, after canvassing 
the field, decided that Cornell, be- 
cause of its many colleges, would 
be the best in the east with which 
to work. He said that the web 
would attempt to apply basic show- 
manship to Cornell’s academic 
work in lining up the series, a pilot 
film which is to be lensed this 
week. Web will work closely with 
Michael R. Hanna, manager of 
WHCU, CBS’ affiliate on the Cor- 
nell campus. 

Projected series will be aired as 


a half-hour, once-weekly program 
on film, 
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Eileen BARTON 


BILL GOODWIN SHOW 
— NBC-TY — 


Coral Recording Artist 
Direction: M. C. A. 








Now starring on NBC’s 
ALL STAR REVUES 
Saturday's 8-9 p.m., EST 


Mgt.: Willlam Morris Agency 
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WRITER - PRODUCER 


Radio and Television 


COMEDY — DRAMA - & 
seeks creative position wi 5 We 
Advertising Agency. TOP HOOPER 
rated shows to credit. Wiil supply 
all information on request. 
Write Box VV 347, Variety 
154 West 46th St., New York 19, N. Y 
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IN THE HEART OF 


1271 St. Nicholas Avenue 










"Sultan of 











Personal Ma 
- RAY BARRON’ 






THE THEATRICAL DISTRICT 


MODERN ELEVATOR APARTMENTS 
NEARING COMPLETION 


Now Renting for November Occupancy 
114,—2—21,—3—31!,, Rooms 


901 EIGHTH AVENUE 


Apply Agent on Premises or 
MAX LIPMAN & SONS 


DYNAMIC PERSONALITY--BOOGIE WOOGIE ARTIST 






. 


WA 7-9210 





_ es 


EUGENE SMITH 


the Ivories” 


Direction 
McCONKEY ARTIST CORP. 
1780 B’way, N. Y. C. 
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Induct Miller As 
Wage Stabilizer 


Washington, Nov. 13. 


Justin Miller, board chairman 
and former president of the Na- 
tional Assn. of Radio and Televi- 
sion Broadcasters, was _ installed 
Friday (9) as chairman of the five- 
member Salary Stabilization Board. 
His appointment was announced 
the previous day by Eric Johnston, 
administrator of the Economic 
Stablization Agency. Miller suc- 
ceeds Dr. Raymond B. Allen who 
held the post since the Board was 
established last May, on leave from 
the University of Washington of 
which he is president. 


In making the appointment, 
Johnston said he had assured 
Miller that “his activities on the 
Board will not interfere with his 
duties as chairman of the Associa- 
tion.” Miller’s predecessor on SSB, 
it was learned, devoted about 80% 
of his time to the job. 


Under his contract with NARTB, 
Miller receives $35,000 in his first 
year as board chairman and gen- 
eral counsel, $30,000 the second 
year and $25,000 the third year. 
As his salary descends that of 
Harold E. Fellows, president, in- 
creases under the $75,000 execu- 
tive budget provided. 


Miller will receive a $50 per 
diem fee from the Government, 
plus traveling expenses. 

In his new post, Miller will par- 
ticipate in an important decision 
affecting the radio, TV, motion pic- 
ture and theatre industries. This 
has to do with the question of 
whether talent should be exempt 
frém salary celings. The Board is 
now awaiting recommendations 
from a panel which is studying 
the subject. 





New York—Dynamic Stores has 
bought “Lives of Harry Lime,” 
Orson Welles starrer, on WJZ, N.Y. 
Transcribed airer, produced by 
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gaining strength, end administra- | 
tive duplication and give perform: 
ers chance to work in both fcids 
for one dues payment; and (5) 
merger would be mutually agreed | 
screen guilds have gone on record 0M by performers in the two fields, | 
as not favoring one big union — en of one group by one ee i ae — 

2 . wise is . Re- 
among all the talent guilds, those | ered an is that the station 
who propose such an unrealistic derived such good returns both in 
plan are stalling protection of TV CBC 

Continued from -xge 22 


| 
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Continued from page 23 = 








| billings (via participating spots) 
” He declared that he | | and in ratings on its seven-nights- 
— | a-week “Late Show” that it decid- 
is in favor of a merger of the five |. ed to go all the way with film. 
. | . : : 
eastern branches of the 4A’s, but) opposition parties maintain that | Station’s move is in direct oppo- 
that this “can only be accomplished | this $2.50 tariff is a nuisance tax | Sition to results of a questionnaire 
by members of each of 
. : ../that has long had th t of | cently by Gordon Levoy, Hollywood 
branches seeing to it that their | canadian sais a ame " jindie _vidfilm producer, which 
boards work toward such a mer- P irk ; | Showed the stations favoring live 
ger.” | oth iat oe eg . — |programs. Other stations program- 
4s : er decisiuns to be made dur- | ming as much film as WCBS-TV 
The only way to find Out | ing the parliamentary commission's | have found just as good results 
whether the boards of the various | complete study and investigation of | with their old features. It’s point- 
4A branches are serious in backing | Canada’s radio system will cover | ed out, incidentally, that WCBS- 
a merger of the five branches,” | the CBC’s authority over privately |TV, as the key station of one of 
Helier said, “is by giving them aq | Operated Stations, which is now! the major networks, has set one 
July’ 1, 2852, deadline. Unless | pected ruling inthe writing of | fellow, even though the move ma 
that the TVA-AFRA merger should new radio bill is that the CBC will | not follow the FCC interpretation 
be permitted to become effective be required to give private station | of what makes for “local program- 
A Sat deadline should give therm license-holders an opportunity to | ming.” 
pel be time to prove that they be heard before a license is sus- “Real McKay” had been aired 
; ded. cross-the-board from 6:15 to 6:30 
j and not to stand in | P€" . —<— : 
a uae oF Eeviermees | tho| The parliamentary commission | P. ™. WCBS-TV killed it in order 
the way of performers in tele, who : | te slet the dail. kinescones of the 
would benefit by a TVA-AFRA will also have to pass on certain | tO Slot the dally eet pes . 
merger, if a five branch merger types of program that have met United Nations general assembly 
doesn’t take place.” with the vituperative objections of | Sessions from Paris from 6 to 
Opposition spokesmen, the latter | 6:30, starting Monday (12). Sta- 
Some performers have objected | (), jj ; tion is also using film to plug a 
to th d TVA-AFRA wed- claiming that they are voicing the tohet 2 
at e oo page et ‘ views of large segments of Cana- number of the holes left in = 
ing vo Peggy s ~s por dian radio listeners. Particularly schedule by the gpa main Rs 
bred — , Heres ~— ee coming under fire will be soap the wig color — ng 
pte ecome Py ee ae - - operas and singing commercials. recently. + an our 
pernig ——o oe ye Pes e - The claim is also made that CBC > ag paps g a ag ty a 
os iid tae a . the pete 5 wilde newscasts are politically slanted in red title of | oui tale _—— ad 
conso ation of the talent guilds the favor of the Liberal Party now ernoon, Ww : ake over 
is effected. in power Sunday time previously allocated 
Sass ‘ , to the “Broadway’s Best” series in 
: Obviously in favor with Canadian | eojor, Station is also filling the 
AFRA States Policy radio artists are proposals that a Tuesday night 10:30 to 11 period 
AFRA this week issued a state- | great number of privately-operate : 3 
i at ib f privatel t d/with film until the network pre- 
ment of principles on merger with | radio stations must use more live 
f principl ith | radio stat t I empts the time next month for its 
TVA. Radio actors union declared: | talent daily. Such stations will be | «Ty workshop.” 
(1) It has repeatedly asked for one | compelled to use a specific number| tation has four directors left on 
big union and believes merger with | of live talent hours daily, particu- | jts staff. With plans for other live 
TVA would be the quickest way to | larly as it has been brought to the | shows in the works, they will be 
et it started; ( - attention of federal members tha 
blending wouldn’t delay a larger |some privately-operated profit-mak- 
merger; (3) present temporary | ing stations play nothing but rec- 




















WCBS-TV’s All Pix 


Continued trom nage 22 


the | that must be abolished, a decision | Sent to TV station managers re- | 


Unless thought to be dictatorial. An ex- | example for other local stations to | 


Towers of London and distributed | 1VA board setup, with board mem. 
by Lang-Worth, will be aired|bers coming from the five 4A 
Wednesdays at 9-9:30 p.m., starting branches, doesn’t provide direct 
Nov. 21, on behalf of General |representation for TV performers; 


Electric appliances. Agency is|(4) TVA-AFRA merger would 
Arnold Cohan. 


ords all day and night, interspersed 
by a heavy percentage of commer- 
cial announcements and occasional 
news bulletins scalped from the 
newspapers as soon as these are on 


Nash’s 153G Chi Pix 
Chicago, Nov. 13. 
New local high for video feature 
films was set last week when Paul 
(Bud) Hauser, Nash dealer, shelled 














give tele performers greater bar-' the street. out $5,100 apiece for a bundle of 


—————  —————— 








30 pix. The sale, totaling $153,000, 
was made by the Edward Small-Sol 
Lesser ccmbine. 

Hauser will slot the films on 
WNBQ at 11 pm. Monday, 
| Wednesday and Friday, starting 
| Nov. 26. He'll also use them on 
ihis Saturday night “Grand 
| Marquee” show on the same sta- 
| tion. 
| Deal gives Hauser exclusive Chi 
|TV rights to the pix for a year. 





Morgenthau Prepping TY 
Gannaway-M.C.'d ‘Ladies’ 


New television package outfit 
| formed by Al Gannaway and Henry 
Morgenthau 3d has cut an audition 


| Kine of “Ladies of the Jury” for 
WNBT, N. Y. The NBC-TV key 
station financed the test of the 
show, which is geared for a day- 
time strip. It features Gannaway 
as emcee, with a panel of six 
women answering complaints about 
d‘staffers. 

Separately from the package out- 
fit, Morgenthau is talking with NBC 
program, veepee Charles (Bud) 
Barry about a new radio show 
which would be successor to the 
“Army Hour” of World War II. 
New stanza, to be called “America’s 
Hour,” would cover the combined 
s-med services and will be pro- 
duced by Col. Ed Kirby, chief of 
the Army’s AM-TV branch. 
Morgenthau is repping Kirby in 
the talks with Barry. 

Gannaway, who starred on 
“Small Talk” for NBC-TV on the 
Coast and on ABC-TV’s “Half-Pint 
Party.” is also spotted on ‘Half- 
Pint Panel,” projected kid show 
with family angling, which G&M 
are peddling via a kine. 


Morgenthau, former assistant 
program director of WNEW, N. Y., 
and producer of Eleanor Roose- 
velt’s radio and tele airers, and 
Gannaway have also packaged 
“Date With a Dream,” with singer 
Dana Gibson (Mrs. Gannaway), 
and are planning to lens some day- 
time serials. 
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I have just had the great pleasure 


of working with Frank Sinatra. 


Rarely have | seen an artist with 
such repose, economy of gesture, and a 


comedian who can land comedy with so 


little effort. 
Max Gordon 
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Band Bookers Blame B.0. Decline On 
Op Fears of New Names, Fresh Sounds. 


Chicago, 


Nov. 13. + 





Band business, which has worn 
the “old look” far too many years, 
is urgently in need of a face-lifting, | 
it’s almost wholly agreed by mid- | 
west band bookers. The rigid re- | 
liance of ballroom operators on the | 
inner circle of name attractions | 
(the same as those of a decade ago) | 





and their willful struggle against | 


the progress of upcoming orches- | 
tras is chalked up as the biggest 


factor in the dance market’s pres- | 


ent state of regression. | 


The operator’s unwillingness to 
stray from accepted formats, his 


outmoded conception of what to- | 
day's terper demands, and particu- | 
larly his lack of the broad view | 


in helping to replenish name bands 
for the future, it’s pointed out, are 
only a few of the hackneyed man- 
dates of the terp operators. 


The big question is: who will re- 
place the Sammy Kayes, the Harry | 


and the Guy Lombardos, | 


James’, 
particularly when operators aren't 
giving the fresh covey of orchsters 
a fair shake in their first trials. 


cogently when he cautioned oper- 
ators at last week’s National Ball- 
room Operators convention to “stop 
crucifying” young bands with the 
org’s one-nighter charts on _ busi- 
ness, warning that “today’s bum is 
tomorrow's big-shot.” 

He cited the case of Stan Ken- 
ton, whom, he explained, is minting 


plenty of coin for operators, despite | 


the fact that many promoters, now 
keeping lighted because of Ken- 
ton, originally sloughed him off as 
too radical. 

Other experimental crews ‘may 
be playing the right way and pos- 
sibly may be playing the wrong 
way,” Williamson said, adding that 
either way they shouldn’t be killed 


because of the allegedly “vicious” | 


comments of promoters on the 
charts. With some outfits exploring 
for a new and listenable style, they 
might lay a permanent bomb in the 
meantime, Williamson said, unless 
operators aid in their nourishment 
instead of vilifying them with acid 
comments because they didn’t “suit 
the ear of some operator.” 


As additional examples, William- 
son cited the case of the old Casa 
Loma band, the late Glenn Miller, 
Charlie Spivak, Benny Goodman 
and Woody Herman, all of whom 
at one time or another had to be 
“shoved down the throats of op- 
erators.” 


Bookers and band managers also 
blasted the one-nighter reports for 
shifting blame to the urchestras for 
the errors of the promoter; this, 
particularly in the case of chary 
promotion budgets by the ballroom. 
Inadequate publicity in selling at- 
tractions, it’s explained, boom- 
erangs on attendance, then in turn 
on the charts, dumping the respon- 
sibility of offish biz on the shoul- 
ders of the attractions. 


Meanwhile, the NBOA members 
think things are improving because 
of the reporting charts. Faced with 
the prospect of a sour comment, 
“bands which used to show up late 
now check in on time, and with 
all musicians present,” Ralph E. 
Chinn, NBOA prexy, said. 


Will Rogers’ Voice 





Set for Col. Album 


Excerpts from broadcasts and 
soundtracks made by the late Will 
Rogers will be released in album 
form by Columbia Records. Deal 
was set last week by Mitchell J. 
Hamilberg, representing the Rog- 
ers’ estate, and Jim Conkling, Col’s 
prez. 

Album is expected to be released 
sometime next year in conjunction 
with the Warner Bros. film, “The 
Will Rogers Story.” A five minute 
series of the cowboy wit's broad- 
casts is currently being aired twice 
weekly by the American Broadcast- 
ing Co. 





MPCE Nominations 


Music Publishers Contact Em- 
ployees will hold a general meeting 
at the Hotel Capitol, N. Y., tomor- 
row (Wed.) to nominate candidates 
for office in the union’s election, 
which will be held later this month. 

MPCE officeholders are Bob Mil- 
ler, prez; Joe Santly, v.p.; and 
Charlie Lang, secretary. 








‘Variety’ Charts Basis 
Of Cleve. Disk Show 


Cleveland, Nov. 13. 

Joe Mulvihill, WTAM disk jock: | 
ey, with an across-the-board 120- 
minute stanza, will base his Satur- 
day night period on VARIETY’s tab- 
ulation of top disks. 

Tne deejay’s selections will cover 
the pop field nationally. 


Ballroom Ops 
Hit Bookers On 
Deposit Rules. 


Chicago, Nov. 13. 
National Ballroom Operators | 
Assn. veepee Alice McMahon last | 


| 
| 
| 





Fred Williamson, Associated Books | week accused booking agencies of 


ing Corp. veepee, summed it up| 


using pre-engagement deposits as | 
ready coin to carry on agency busi- | 
ness, and also chided agencies for | 
making reputable promoters kick | 
in with customary 50% down pay- | 
ment in the first place. 

Additionally, several operators | 
complained that in cases where | 
engagements had been cancelled it | 
required as much as a three-month | 
wait until the checks were re- | 
turned. 

Bookers, however, explained that 
under a new American Federation 
of Musicians edict all deposit 





| booker must meet the responsibil- 


| forcing deposits for all band buy- 
| ing, regardless of the promoter, as 


money is forced to be held in 
escrow; and furthermore, under 
AFM provisos, if operators fail to 
meet obligations to an orch the 


ity. 
At present MCA has a set policy 











does General Artists Corp. Neither | 
McConkey Artists nor Associated 
Booking have fixed rules. “It’s too 
bad,” one booker said, “that this | 
business can’t operate without de- 
posits, but we must have protection 
against some promoters.’ 





WEAVERS FOLK FOLIO 
Folkways Music, Howie Rich- 
mond subsid, is prepping a folio 
of folk tunes popularized by The 
Weavers, vocal combo. The folio, 
titled “The Weavers Sing,” will 
include 30 tunes. 
It’s skedded 


for publication 
Dec. 10. 





Pianist Stan Freeman will play 
the opening night concert at 


j}erate aS a 





Orchard Park, Bronx, N. Y., to- 
morrow (Thurs.), 


Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week ending Nov. 3) 
London, Nov. 6. 
Tat. Wee ce cs £3 tees 
Because of You......... Dash 
Tulips and Heather..... Fields 
Longing for You..... Sterling 
1 Love Sunshine. .New World 


Sweet Violets ..... Morris 
My Liberty Belle...... Dash 
Beggar In Love. Cinephonic 


Loveliest Night Year F.D.&H. 
Too Late Now....New World 


Shanghai ....Harms-Connolly 
My Truly Truly Fair .. Dash 
Second 12 
Unless ne F.D.&H. 
Chr’st’ph’r Col’mb’s Connelly 
Be By EOVG. side F.D.&H. 
VOUMGN. («.40 000045 0584250 Sun 
OGRE <5 ois6. 5's oO sis55 Reine 
Kentucky Waltz ... Southern 
Ivory Rag ..... Macmelodies 


Lullaby of Broadway Feldman 
No Boat Like Rowboat. . Bourne 
Allentown Jail........ Bourne 
Love’s Roundabout Cinephonic 
Se Ce Ee re Maurice 


Top Music Names’ Woo 
Tyro Talent to New 
Coast Pub Venture 


Hollywood, Nov. 13. 

Top musical figures have banded 
together to extend a helping hand 
to tyro tunesmithing talent in a 
new pubbery that will evenly di- 
vide its efforts between classical 
and pop music. Outfit, Associated 
Musicians, Inc., boasts an advisory 
board composed of such names as 
Jascha Heifetz, Dimitri Mitropou- 
los, Rudolph Ganz, Gregor Piati- 
gorsky, Deems Taylor, Darius 
Milhaud, Hugo Leichtentritt and 
Lotte Lehman. 


Organization will be headquar- 
tered here. It will begin to op- 
publishing house, 
branching out later to include all 
phases of music including produc- 
tion, shows, records, performances, 
agenting and jobbing. 

AMI board will “help, criticize 
and publish” worthwhile contribu- 
tions and board members are 
pledged to give a hearing to all 
music submitted. Announced pur- 
pose is to “advance the boundaries 
of musical culture in America and 
to benefit musicians themselves.” 


Editorial board consists of 
George Antheil, Emanuel Bay, Lu- 
cien Caillet, Mario Castelnuovo- 
Tedesco, Leslie P. Clausen, Ingolf 
Dahl, Ernest Krenek, Frank Per- 
kins, Miklos Rosza, Clifford Vaug- 
han, John Vincent, Adolph Weiss, 
Meredith Willson and Maurice 
Zam. 




















Ethel Merman-Jimmy Durante: 
“If You Catch A Little Cold” - 
“You Say The Nicest Things” 
(Decca). One of the brightest of 
the current novelties, “Cold” gets 
a flavorsome workover by this Mer- 
man-Durante tandem. Personality 
factors on this side could send it 
ahead of the Tony Martin-Dinah 
Shore slice for Victor. Flip is an- 
other special-material number tai- 
lored for this duo’s_ infectious 
comedy delivery. 

Art Mooney Orch: “Slow Poke”- 
“Keep On the Sunny Side of Life” 
(M-G-M). Mooney’s crew comes up 
with its strongest side this year in 
its version of “Slow Poke.” Origi- 
nally a country item, tune is get- 
ting a big play in the pop field 
where Mooney’s cut should score. 
Flip is another backwoods ditty, 
but in a more familiar groove. 


Bernie Mann Orch: “The Legend 
of Tiabi’-“The Closer You Are”; 
“And So To Sleep Again’’-‘Soli- 
taire”’ (King). Bernie Mann’s orch 
generates a good sound on wax but 
its greatest commercial asset is 
vocalist Tommy Hughes, a nifty 
ballad handler. Hughes registers 
solidly on “Tiabi,” an  Indian- 
themed number with interesting 
orchestral effects, and also hits on 
“Closer” and “Sleep Again.” Latter 
side, however, is too late to mean 
much. Ditto for “Solitaire,’’ vo- 
called by a choral group. 


Champ Butler: ‘Oooh! Look-A 
There, Ain’t She Pretty’-“These 
Precious Things Are Mine” (Co- 
lumbia). Butler has been im- 
pressive on his recent sides for 
Columbia, but goes overboard on 
“Ain't She Pretty” with a hokey 
rhythm attack. His belting has a 
phoney ring. Butler is far more 
effective in the fine ballad on the 
flip, Paul Weston orch backing up 
with usual class. 

Gisele MacKenzie: “It’s All Over 
But The Memories”’-“Sweetheart” 
(Capitol). ‘“‘“Memories” gets another 
fine rendition by Miss MacKenzie, 
one of the more promising new 
vocalists in Capitol’s stable. She 
handles this ballad with an appeal- 
ing simplicity. Fran Warren has 
an okay slice for M-G-M in a more 
stylized torchy vein, while the 
Mariners on Columbia give it a 
polished choral workover. On the 
Capitol reverse, Miss MacKenzie 
deliveries a familiar-styled folksy 
waltz. 

Murray Arnold: “I Talk To The 
Trees’”-“I’m On My Way”; “My 
First and My Last Love’’-“Var- 
soviana” (King). Murray Arnold, 
pianist-vocalist with the Freddy 
Martin orch, strikes out as a single 
on wax with plenty of potential. 
His warbling of “Trees” and “Way,” 
from the legit musical, “Paint Your 
Wagon,” shows enough stuff to 
break through. “Love” also gets 
a solid vocal rendition, with Arnold 
showcasing his pianistics on “Var- 
soviana” with good effect. Russ 
Case orch backs up solidly. 





Bobby Wayne: “Oh She's Gone, 
Gone, Gone”-“Yes You Are” (Mer- 








UNDECIDED (3) (Leeds) 


DETOUR (2) (Hill-R) 


SHANGHAI (3) (Advanced) 


TOO YOUNG (24) (Jefferson) 








ae Me Oe 


see eeeereceeeeesereeeeereeeees 


1. SIN (6) (Algonquin)...... 

2. 

3. BECAUSE OF YOU (15) (Broadeast).......000cceseeeeeeee| 
4. I GET IDEAS (14) (Hill-R) 

5. SLOW POKE (2) (Ridgeway) 

6. DOWN YONDER (6) (Southern).. 

7. JEALOUSY (1) (Harms)... 

8. WORLD IS WAITING FOR THE SUNRISE (9) (Crawford)... 
9. AND SO TO SLEEP AGAIN (4) (Paxton).. 

10. DOMINO (1) (Pickwick) 


Second Group 


TURN BACK HANDS OF TIME (3) (Choice). 
JUST ONE MORE CHANCE (Famous). 


*eeeweeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 


466866 6:6 eeeeeeeeeeeoeeeeeeeeeeeeee 


I WON’T CRY ANYMORE (United) 
HEY, GOOD LOOKING (Acuff-R). 
WHISPERING (6) (Miller) (Fisher). 


COOL, COOL, COOL OF EVENING (Famous) .......sceeeeseees 


eeeeeeeeeeeeee eer eeeee eee eeee 
eee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 


ee eeerereeeeseeeeeeeeeeeeee 


COME ON-A MY HOUSE (15) (Duchess) 
SWEET VIOLETS (12) (Morris) . 


eeeeeeeeee eee eeeeeeeeee 


LOVELIEST NIGHT OF THE YEAR (14) (Robbins)............0. 
(Figures tn parentheses indicate numbcr of weeks song has been in the Top 10.) 


Four Aces 


Eddy Howard .........Mercury 
COLD, COLD HEART (8) (Aculf-R),. .cccccccsccvccescccece Tony ee .Columbia 


Tony Bennett ........Columbia 
Les Baxter .............Capitol 
Tony Martin ............Victor 
Pee Wee King ..........Victor 
Del Wood ...... «+e. Tennessee 


Champ Butler 


{ Patti Re ee rere Mercury 
ebdichibtietibinhes 8 f | ne = 


{ Tony Martin 
| Bing Crosby .............Decca 


 WARIEZY... 10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines -°2001.%".2° 


.. Victoria 


+ ee@e eaeerees 


pe he Columbia 
Frankie Laine ....... Columbia 


Les Paul-Mary Ford ....Capitol 


Ames Bros.-Les Brown....Coral 
Eddie Fisher ............ Victor 
Les Paul-Mary Ford..... Capitol 
| Eee Mercury 
Tony Bennett ........ Columbia 


Frankie Laine-Jo Stafford. ..Col. 
Oe eee ... Capitol 
B. Crosby-J. Wyman ......Decca 
Dean Martin ...... -...-Capitol 
SD Ea etnveneeas Columbia 
Billy Williams Quartet ...MGM 
Rosemary Clooney ....Columbia 3 
Dinah Shore ............Victor 3 
Nat “King” Cole .......Capitol ¢ 
Richard Hayes ........Mercury 3 
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Mario Lanza ............Victor 





Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By HERM SCHOENFELD 








cury). “Gone” _is one of those 
catchy cider - jug handclappers 
which could run away with the 
current market or be buried com. 
pletely. Wayne delivers it to the 
hilt and gives this folk novelty its 
best chance to hit. Good ballad 
on the flip is treated okay by 
Wayne. 

Ralph Flanagan Orch: “Char- 
maine”’-“Slow Poke” (Victor). The 
fine oldie, “Charmaine,” has been 
launched as a revival recently and 
Victor has gotten away fast with 
this sharp Flanagan version. Harry 
Prime competently handleés the vo- 
cal with a choral group, but it’s 
the instrumental arrangement that 
hits. Victor has also issued an- 
other good slice of this number 
with Vaughn Monroe’s baritone in 
the forefront. On the Flanagan 
flip there’s a nifty dance-tempoed 
version of the alfalfa item, “Slow 
Poke,” wtih refrain by the Singing 
Winds quartet. 

Vic Damone: “I Remember You, 
Love”’-“Don’t Blame Me” (Mer- 
cury), “Remember You” is an- 
other~ folksy waltz which would 
have been a standout entry if it 
hadn’t been preceded by a flock of 
similar tunes in the last year. This 
one has a moving lyric and melody, 
and Damone gives it a strong ride 
for maximum impact, but this side 
isn’t likely to renew the cycle. 
Standard on the reverse is handled 
in okay form, Damone having sung 
it in the Metro pic, “The Strip.” 

Perez Prado Orch: “In a Little 
Spanish Town’-“C’est .Si Bon” 
(Victor). This is one of the most 
brilliant mambo musicrews in the 
business, but these sides are not 
typical of their best work. On 
“Spanish Town,” the orch is press- 
ing for unusual effects almost to 
the point of “gimmicking” its 
sound. Ditto for the flip. These 
might be commercial clicks, but 
the orch is running the danger of 
becoming tedious via these artifi- 
cial arrangements. 


Album Review 


Tony Mottola-Ray Charles Sing- 
ers: “Original Music From Dan- 
ger” (M-G-M). From Tony Mot- 
tola’s background music for the 
CBS-TV show, “Danger,” M-G-M 
has packaged an unusual set of 
mood music. Mottola’s brilliant 
guitaristics are supplemented by 
some wordless chanting by the 
Ray Charles Singers on a variety 
of compositions ranging from the 
chilling ‘Danger’ theme to atmos- 
pheric Latin, Indian and western 
selections. It’s to video’s credit 
that this set is superior to most of 
the more pretentious background 
music for Hollywood pix. 


Platter Pointers 

M-G-M has a promising entry in 
the Christmas novelty sweepstakes 
in Milton Delugg’s cut of “Shake 
Hands With Santa Claus”... Les 
Paul and Mary Ford also have in- 
teresting slices of “Silent Night” 
and “Jingle Bells” for Capitol ... 
On the indie “400” label, Bill Tab- 
bert may have a winner in “Santa’s 
On His Way”... In her first new 
sides for Decca in some time, Billie 
Holiday impresses with her bluesy 
workover of the old Bessie Smith 
standard, “Do Your Duty”... 
Evelyn Knight has a charming side 
in “With A ‘No’ That Sounds Like 
‘Yes,’” but it’s probably not com- 
mercial Decca . . . Anne Shelton 
has an attractive slice in “Ma- 
demoiselle De Paree”’ (London) 
... “Crazy Heart” is a likely item 
as delivered by Tony Fontaine for 
Mercury .. . Jack Haskell delivers 
niftily on “My One And Only 
Love” (Coral). On the same lebel, 
Ross Bagdasarian, co-cleffer of 
“Come On-a My House,” has a cou- 
ple of more offbeat novelties in 
“He Says ‘Mm-hmm’” and “The 
Girl With The Tambourine”. . - 
Cal Tjader Trio dish up more fancy 
instrumentals on “These Foolish 
Things” and “Charley's Quote 
(Galaxy) . . . Also in a cool jazz 
vein, Dave Brubeck Quartet flashes 
a superlative style on “Crazy 
Chris” and “Somebody Loves Me 
(Fantasy) . 





Jazz Troupes to Philly 
Philadelphia, Nov. 13. 
Dearth of long-hair bookings 
finds the Academy of Music, local 
concert hall, playing host to rival 
sessions of pop artists within 4 
single week. 


First program, slated for Fri- 
day (16) offers Count Basie’s or 





chestra, Billie Holiday, Dizzy Gil- 
lespie, Buddy Rich and Willie 
“the Lion” Smith. Thanksgiving 
Night (Thurs., Nov. 22) brings Billy 
Eckstine, George Shearing quinte 





and the All-Stars jazz group. 
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W. C. Handy’s Musical Light 


W. C. Handy, “daddy of the blues,” who is being feted Friday 
night (16) at the Waldorf-Astoria on his 78th birthday, will thus 


achieve a twofold purpose. 


There will be music for the living, 


as all show business will ring out the “St. Louis Blues,” the 
“Memphis Blues” and other Handy classics; the music will also 
help light the way for the Foundation for the Blind, which bears 


his name. 


Located on East 19th St., New York, the Foundation’s work 
extends to the needy Negro blind, particularly in the south, and 
all networks are charting salutes to further this work. 

The New York Citizens Committee of all creeds and races is 
joining in this honor to William C. Handy—himself a Victim of 


blindness—“‘the man who gave America the blues.” 


Abel. 








Network Program Execs Order Use 
Of Hit-List Tunes to Nip Payola 





In a move to curb any payola+¢ 


temptation, execs of numerous 
network radio stations and indies 
have ordered their staffers to 
include. a heavy percentage of 
hit tunes on all programs. In some 
cases, the percentage has. been set 
at a specific figure to give mini- 
mum latitude to the lower echelons 
in designing musical shows, 
whether live or disked. 

The broadcast execs define any 
number as a “hit” if it is being 
played on the Lucky Strike “Hit 
Parade” show or if it shows up on 
bestseller disk and sheet music 
charts. Heavy concentration on 
these tunes is designed to kill two 
birds with one stone. Not only is 
the payola from publishers auto- 
matically cut down, since no pub 
will pay for a plug of a hit tune, 
but the broadcast audience is as- 
sured of hearing a large propor- 
tion of numbers that are pre-sold. 

Publishing execs are regarding 
this accent on hits as a dangerous 
tendency to exclude new numbers 
from getting an adequate break. 
New situation, it’s held, will lead 
only to a perpetuation of the top 
numbers as well as the breakdown 
of any creative musical program- 
ming on the air. 


Sigmund Romberg, Last 
Of Operetta Triumvirate, 


Dies Suddenly in N.Y. at 64 


On Nov. 28, the Songwriters Pro- 
tective Assn. was to have given Sig- 
mund Romberg, a surprise testi- 
monial dinner at the Waldorf-As- 
toria, celebrating his 15th year as 
SPA prexy. The operetta composer, 
whose works included many distin- 
guished compositions, died at his 
Hotel Ritz Towers apartment, in 
New York, late Friday (9) night 
of a cerebral hemorrhage at the 
age of 64. 

Romberg, who came from Hun- 
gary, came to prominence with 
Shubert operettas such as “Blos- 
som Time,” “The Student Prince” 
and other musicals for other pro- 
ducers, such as his “The Desert 
Song” in 1926 for the producing 
company of Schwab & Mandel. 

It was an intra-trade report, 
never substantiated or too strongly 
denied, that his earlier operettas 
for the Shuberts called for flat $75 
and $100 weekly fees, instead of 
royalties, but that despite this 
token payment the many “Student 
Price” and “Blossom Time” com- 
Panies touring the U. S. added up 
into substantial annual yields. 

Romberg was one of the most 
prolific writers in the light operetta 
field. Ina songwriting career that 
spanned 40 years, he wrote more 
than 2,000 songs and had credits 
on 78 musicals. In his total he 
had an unusually high percentage 
of hits. His last big song click, 

Zing Zing, Zoom Zoom,” with 
lyrics by Charles Tobias, hit the 
best-seller lists early this year. 

Romberg studied the violin at the 
age of seven, while still in Hun- 
Gary. After finishing his compul- 
Sory army training and musical 
Studies, he came to the U. S. in 
1909 with a letter of introduciion 
‘o J. J. Shubert from composer 
Franz Lehar. He began his musi- 

(Continued on page 47) 








JATP Grosses Record 
$9,300 in San Antonio 


San Antonio, Nov. 13. 
A gross of $9,300 was racked up 
here by Jazz at the Philharmonic 
at the Municipal Auditorium last 
week. It was the largest draw 
made by the group in their three 
years it has been playing here. 


Negro fans comprised about 
40% of the total audience. 


See Early Sales 
Cue to Merry 
Christmas Biz 


A big Christmas season is seen 
by music industry execs this year 
in the unusually early sales start 
on holiday standards. Sales upbeat 
has been particularly pronounced 
in sheet music, where the Xmas 
tunes have already jumped into 
the bestseller lists. 

Action on the seasonal numbers 
has been surprising insofar as the 
holiday trade usually opened after 
Thanksgiving Day in the last sev- 
eral years. 

At the present time ‘White 
Christmas” and “Rudolph the Red- 
Nosed Reindeer” are pacing the 


Xmas field, with “Frosty the Snow 
Man” a close runnerup. 


HILO HATTIE, OWENS 








Hollywood, Nov. 13. 


Hilo Hattie, a fixture with Harry 
Owens and his Royal Hawaiians for 
10 years, has exited the troupe 
after tiffing with Owens because 
he nixed her playing casuals be- 
tween the orch’s weekly TV pro- 
gram on KTLA. 


Hilo Hattie (Mrs. Frank Nelson) 
says she’s been off salary since 
Sept. 2, that her pact with Owens 
ends Nov. 14, and that she’s “defi- 
nitely through” with the vet maes- 
tro who penned “Sweet Leilani.” 
She is teeing off a p. a. tour with 
her own troupe, to be billed as Hilo 
Hattie’s Show and the Beachcomb- 
ers, with a nine-man work batoned 
by her husband, plus a trio of hula 
dancers. 


Decca Inks Deal For 
4 Bill Snyder Sides 


Chicago, Nov. 13. 

Decca Records has made a deal 
for the slicing of four sides by the 
Bill Snyder oreh. Snyder was for- 
merly with London Records and 
before that with Tower, where he 
etched “‘Bewitched,” one of the top 
sellers last year. 

Also picked up by Decca for four 
sides was Remo Biondi, who made 
the arrangements for the Jane 





SPLIT AFTER 10 YEARS 


‘GIMMICK’ SALES WORRY DISKERS 





MERC GUARANTEE 
AN AMD PROBLEM 


Major disk companies are con- 
cerned over a tendency by some 
wax firms to sell the Christmas sea- 
son short via “gimmick” merchan- 
dising. Although offbeat sales pro- 
motions are considered okay dur- 
ing the summer months, when any- | 
thing that pulls business seems | 








‘ 


strongest period for the major 
diskers and they are opposed to 
undermining it by giveaways, 
either to the retailers or the cus- 
tomers. 


Mercury Records has_ touched | 
off the trade speculation about this 
holiday market with its offer of 
“guaranteed” merchandise to re- 
tailers. Under this plan, Mercury 
distribs have notified retailers that 
they can order as many disks as 
they need, on any of the three 
speeds available, with the under- 
standing that they can return them 
for full credit after next Jan. 21. 


This takes most retailers off the 
hook as far as overstocked inven- 
tories are concerned. The guaran- 
teed sales technique is being used 
on individual releases by most of 
the majors on their pop releases, 
but Mercury is launching it on a 
wholesale basis for the first time 
during the Xmas season. 


Major company execs fear that 
the initial competitive advantage 
accorded Mercury by its offer will 
drive the other indie companies 
down the same road. Such a 
situation would put the majors in 
a highly precarious situation, since 
retailers would tend to be wary of 
buying major-label merchandise 
when other companies are offering 
it to them on consignment. 


Pubs Expanding 


Jock Promotion 


E. H. Morris and Chappell Music 
have joined the growing list of pub- 
lishers who are expanding their 
disk jock promotion activities. Last 
week Morris set up a Cleveland 
office to concentrate on deejay 
plugs in that area as well as Pitts- 
burgh, Detroit and Cincinnati. The 
Cleveland branch will be headed 
by Lloyd Hughes, who was with 
Moiris’ N. Y. office for two years. 

Chappell, although not setting up 
any new territorial branches, is 
attempting to develop a closer re- 
lationship with the east coast plat- 
ter spinners by sending its home- 
office men on northbound and 
southbound treks. It’s a departure 
from Chappell’s past policy which | 
heretofore stressed N. Y. deejay 
contacts only. 


More and more pubbers are spot- 
lighting out-of-town deejay concen- 
tration claiming that their tunes 
have a better chance to build in 
the hinterlands. Morris also added 
John Pershing to its Coast office 
recently to handle the disker rela- 
tions there. 


Lanza’s RCA Waxing 
Gives ‘Hands’ New U.S. 
Chance After Brit. Click 


“With These Hands,” Abner Sil- 
ver-Benny Davis ballad which 
failed to click in the U. S. but 
climbed to the top of the British 
bestseller lists earlier this year, is 
being primed for another start in 
this country via an upcoming Mario 


Lanza slice for RCA Victor. 
Victor execs decided to re-wax 








ASCAP, Major Pic 


Firms on Verge 


Of Pact; Report Metro in 1356 Accord 





| idly 





the tune, having previously issued 
| a version by Cathy Mastice, as a 
result of the tune’s reception in 
| Britain. 
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lisher. 


Col’s Okeh Continues 
To Expand Talent List 


Okeh Records, blues and rhythm 
subsid of Columbia Records, is ra 
expanding its talent roster 
under artists and repertory chief 
Danny Kessler. In the last couple 
of weeks Kessler has inked a flock 


sae , of names, including vocalists Larry d , - : 
justified, the Xmas season is the} Darnell, Annie “ec Titus Tur- | ASCAP'’s collection of an exhibitor 


ner, June Davis and Ray Orlando, 


Fritz Jones jazz trio. 
Okeh’s recent click with a John- 


|nie Ray etching of ‘Whiskey and 
Gin” and “Cry” cued Columbia to |} 


move Ray into the regular pop 
lineup. This switch, however, was 
unusual in that Columbia is aiming 
to develop the Okeh label as a 
strong factor in the b&r market. 





Pubs Rap SPA 


For Gripes On 
Extra Agent Fee 


Irked by the recent insistence of 
the Songwriters Protective Assn. 


on a maximum 212% agent's fee 


for collection of mechanical) royal- 


ties, publishing execs have tagged 


the SPA stance 
“shortsighted.” Harry Fox, pub- 
lishers’ agent and trustee, con- 
curred with the publisher opinion, 


“picayune” and 


declaring that “songwriters appar- 


ently don’t understand that our op- 


eration is also designed for their 


benefit.” 


Fox pointed out that the mani- 
fold activities of his office, from 
auditing diskers’ books to tracking 
down bootleg waxers, required 
more coin than the 214% cut pro- 


vided. Most of the pubs have been 


paying an extra 1% out of their 


end instead of splitting the differ- 


ence with the writers. In cases 
where publishers have been taking 
the extra percentage off the writers 
share, Fox asserted that the 4#%% 
involved was too trivial to worry 
about. 


Pubs contended that Fox’s office 
has been responsible for getting 
more revenue for writers through 
a recent series of TY-pix contracts. 
In addition, it was pointed out that 
Fox’s office had voluntarily agreed 
to put a $150 ceiling on all transac- 
tions involving mechanical usages 
instead of taking the straight 10% 
cut as allowed under the original 
deal with Fox. 


Dispute was kicked off a couple 
of weeks ago as a result of SPA’s 
letter to its members informing 
them that they were entitled to a 
rebate of 42% in cases where pubs 
were deducting the full 342% off 
the gross royalties. SPA contract 
calls for a 242% maximum. 


CUGAT EXITS COLUMBIA 
AFTER 10-YEAR TIEUP 


After being in the Columbia Rec- 
ords fold for almost 10 years, 
Xavier Cugat is exiting the diskery 
when his pact expires in a couple 
of months. Parting between the 
orch leader and Columbia “was 
mutually agreed upon.” Cugat’s 
next disk alliance has not been 
set as yet. 

Columbia, meantime, has inked 
Noro Morales’ orch to provide the 
bulk of the Latin American tunes 
on the pop release schedule. Mo- 
rales had been freelancing. 








Oberstein Eyes Europe 
Eli Oberstein, 


He’s due back Dec. 5. 


the Paul Gayton orch, the Desier | Metro 


vocal quartet and the instrumental 


recently named 
artists and repertoire chief of King 
Records, heads for Europe Friday 
(16) to 0.0. pop and classical mate- 
Ben Bloom Music is the pub-| rial on the Continent. 


* Breaking a year-long deadlock in 


| negotiations, the American Society 
|of Composers, Authors and Pub- 
lishers and the major picture com- 
panies are on the threshold of 
wrapping up a licensing deal for 
music performances. Pact has been 
|hanging fire ever since the Gov- 
ernment antitrust decree of March, 
11950, upheld N. Y. Federal Judge 
| Vincent Liebell’s decision banning 


| seat tax. 

is understood to have 
|reached an agreement for payment 
|of $135,000 annually for perform- 
lance rights to ASCAP’s catalog. 
| Coin is the same as Metro was will- 
|ing to pay earlier this year, before 
| the picture company’s demand for 
|rights to show its films via televi- 
sion resulted in ASCAP’s nix of 
|the almost-completed deal. In the 
new pact, ASCAP reportedly won 
| its argument that performance on 
| video was separate and distinct 
from theatre usage. 

ASCAP is also currently carry- 
ing On talks with 20th-Fox execs on 
a similar agreement. If the So- 
| ciety is able to wrap up the deals 
with Metro and 20th, the biggest 
filmusical producers in Hollywood, 
it will establish a pattern which 
the other companies are seen sure 
to follow. 

With Metro and 20th paying top 
license fees of $135,000, other com- 
panies will be scaled down in ac- 
cordance with their filmusical ac- 
tivity. Columbia Pictures, for in- 
stance, would pay about $65,000 an- 
nually to ASCAP if and when the 
deals are sealed. ASCAP is shoot- 
ing for an $800,000 total from Hol- 
lywood, which compares with a $1,- 
250,000 from the erstwhile theatre 
seat tax. 

For the past couple of years, the 
pix companies have been making 
separate deals with each publisher 
on performance as well as synchro- 
nization rights. Most of these deals 
have called for the picture com- 
panies to shell out for perform- 
ances at the same rate as the synch 
fees, although there has been no 
fixed formula. 

Some of the film firms, such as 
Columbia, have been holding off 
paying performance rights pending 
an ASCAP deal, with the result 
that considerable pertormenes coin 
is stfll owed to 8o0me publishers. 
About $200,000 was recently paid 
to pubs by 20th-Fox for perform- 
ance rights on tunes used over the 
past couple of years. In cases 
where the studios have paid pubs, 
these amounts will be rebated off 
the projected ASCAP deals. 


Compromise Deadline 
On ‘Weaver’ Release 
After 3-Co. Hassle 


A release-date hassle among 
Decca, Capitol and M-G-M Records 
on a new tune, “Weaver of 
Dreams,” was ironed out last week 
following a compromise deadline 
issued by Ed Kassner Music, the 
tune’s publishers. 

Number, cleffed by Victor Young 
and Jack Elliot, was originally set 
for a Dec. 26 release date until 
Decca announced a Bing Crosby 
slice for Nov. 19. Capitol and 
M-G-M threatened to withdraw 
their Nat (King) Cole and Billy 
Eckstine versions if Decca was per- 
mitted to get away with the date- 
jumping. 

Kassner finally arranged for 
Decca to hold back its Crosby disk 
until Dec. 12, which was set as the 
new release date. Kassner, mean- 
time, has moved to put a tight re- 
— on air plays until that 
time. 


RCA Seeks to Cash In 
On ‘Wagon’ for Xmas 


RCA Victor has advanced its 
waxing of the original-cast album 
version of the new Broadway legit 
musical, “Paint Your Wagon,” with 
cutting sessions set for tomorrow 
(Thurs.) and Friday (16). 

Set is being rushed to cash in 
on the Christmas season rush. 
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On the Upbeat 





New York 


Irving Deutsch, of Jefferson 
Music, on midwestern exploitation 
trek . . . Happy Goday, pubbery 
head back at his desk after four 
months on the Coast . . . Cab Cal- 
loway orch into Birdland, N. Y., 
Nov. 27 . . Irving Fields Trio 
opening at the Embers, N. Y., Nov. 
19 for four weeks . . . Billy Eck- 
stine profiled in Look-mag Nov. 20 
. . . Woody Herman orch set for 
one-niter Dec 25 at the Sky Club, 
Dallas . . .. Leighton Noble orch 
currently at the Hotel Texas, Fort 
Worth . . . Teddy Cohen, former 
Benny Goodman orch vibraharpist, 
and his trio currently at the Down- 
beat Club, N. Y . pianist Jan 
August receiving plaque as ‘Hun- 
ter’s Favorite Recording Star of 
1951” from Hunter College, N. Y., 
coeds Friday (16). 


Chicago 

Present National Ballroom Op- 
erators Assn. officers, R. E. Chinn, 
Alice McMahon, Kenneth Moore, 
Vic Sloan and Otto Weber will run 
their terms out until next spfing. 
elections having been put over 
from last week’s convention here 
. . . Wingy Manone combo opens 
at the Preview, Chi, Nov. 16... 
Lionel Hampton orch, plays mili- 
tary ball at U. of Nebraska, Dec. 
7 ... Alan Dale inked into Bis- 
cayne Club, Cleveland, Dec. 17 
for one week ... Last week’s Chi 
record promotion at the Aragon 
drew 3,000 paying customers, with 
proceeds going to United Cerebral 
Palsy fund ... Ivory Joe Hunter 
into Frolic Show Bar, Detroit, Dec. 
7 for two weeks... Larry Fotine 
follows his stand at the Meadow- 
brook with a one-month anchor at 
Muehlebach Hotel, Kansas City, 
Dec. 19 . . . Weavers go into the 
Blue Note, Chi, Nov. 16 for two 
weeks ... Sherman Hayes, current 
Oriental theatre house orchster, 
replaces Leo Reisman at the May- 
fair Room, Blackstone’ Hotel, 
Nov. 16. 





Pittsburgh 
Tex Beneke booked into West 
View Park for one-nighter Nov. 25 
... Tommy Carlyn band closes at 





Bill Green’s Saturday (17), and 
lays four weeks of one-nighters 
fore returning to Green’s for an- 

other run on Dec. 17... Bill Peck, 

Hal Curtis’ ex-vocalist, now record- 

ing in Dallas for the Richtone 

label . . . Carl Beisacker, tenor 
saxman with Luke Riley’s Casino 

theatre house orch, suffered a 

heart attack while playing a show. 

... Elayne Forman is quitting 

Larry Faith’s band tu go: out on 

her own as a singing single under 

the management of Jewel (Mrs. 

Jake) Mintz, wife of boxer Ezzard 

Charles’ manager . . . Val Conte, 

formerly with the Baron Elliott 

outfit, has joined sales staff of 

KTTV in Los Angeles... Pat Mc- 

Cauley Trio has replaced the 

Robert Sametini threesome at the 

William Penn Hotel . Pianist 

Johnny Costa, who was featured 

on WDTV’'s “Variety Resort,” has 

been retained for “Meet Your 

Neighbor,” the program which re- 

placed it... Herb Osgood, Local 

60 trombonist, was admitted to the 

Pennsylvania bar last week. 





Maestro Threatened For 


Playing Russe Selection 
Salt Lake City, Nov. 13. 
Maurice Abravanel, director of 
the Utah. Symphony, received a 
death threat in a phone call last 
Friday (10) night. Abravanel was 


slated to conduct the symphony 
Saturday night in Prokofieff’s Fifth 
Symphony, and the anonymous 
caller told the baton waver if he 
played the Russian composition he 
“would never finish it.” 


Abravanel got in touch with 
David S. Romney, managing direc- 
tor, who in turn called the cops. 
General feeling was the call was 
from a crank, but police action 
was deemed necessary,*just in case. 

Romney, in saying the symphony 
would be played despite threats, 
pointed out, “In America, we judge 
music on its merits as music. Pro- 
kofieff’s Fifth Symphony is one of 
the loveliest modern symphonic 


regardless of the nativity of its 


composer.” 














” eo 

Eckstine-Shearing Pull 
J a J 
Capacity295¢ in Pitt 
Pittsburgh, Nov. 13. 

Billy Eckstine-George Shearing 
concert at 3,800-seat Syria Mosque 
last Monday night (5) was a com- 
plete sellout, with management 
even selling the legal limit of 300 
chairs on the stage. Attraction net- 
ted a capacity $9,500. 
On the other hand, Stan Kenton 
concert on Wednesday (7) did less 
than half that. It was a case of un- 
fortunate booking since Kenton 
didn’t stand a chance of coming in 
just 48 hours after the Eckstine- 
Shearing smash. Same thing hap- 
pened last year, but in reverse, 
when Kenton sold out and Norman 
Granz's “Jazz at the Philharmonic” 
followed him in by just a week or 
so and died. This season Granz 
got in ahead of all of them, late 
in September, and sold out. 





Columbus Weather Hurts 
Columbus, O., Nov. 13. 

Stan Kenton’s “Innovations In 
Modern Music”’ concert at Memo- 
rial Hall here Tuesday (6) salvaged 
$3,100 from a stand that was hit by 
cold and heavy rain all day and 
night. Kenton was brought in under 
the aegis of promoter Ben Cowall 
at a $3 top. 
Billy Eckstine and George Shear- 
ing garnered a neat $6,500 in a 
single performance at Memorial 
Hall Friday (9) night at $3.60. 





Kenton SRO In Chi 

Chicago, Nov. 13. 
Stan Kenton, in a two-day con- 
cert session at the Opera House 
here, came close to sellouts at both 
performances Saturday and Sunday 
with $17,500 total. Eckstine-Shear- 
ing bash today (13) also looks like 
SRO with $10,000 expected at the 
box-office. 





Eckstine Pulls 10G in Cincy 

Cincinnati, Nov. 13. 
Billy Eckstine and the George 
Shearing quintet racked up $10,000 
in two performances Saturday night 
(10) in the 2,500-seat Taft Theatre 
at a $3.60 top. 





Spike Jones’ Sock 
29G at Miami Cafe 


Miami, Nov. 13. 












A MESSAGE FROM RUDOLPH 


“I want to thank every Artist, Disc Jockey and Juke Box 
Operator who for the past 2 years has acclaimed my adven- 
ture with Santa Claus and hope you will continue to do so.” 














GENE AUTRY (Columbia) 

SAMMY KAYE (Columbia) 

KEN GRIFFIN (Columbia) 

“— \ catia siete (Colum- 

a 

SPIKE JONES (Victor) 

MONTANA SLIM (Victor) 

EDDY HOWARD (Mercury) 

SUGAR CHILE ROBINSON 
(Capitol) 

SMILEY BURNETTE 
(Capitol) 

MITCHELL MILLER & 
SANDPIPERS (Golden) 

PRIMO SCALA (London) 


JAN GARBER 


BUDDY WEED (Associated) 





GENE AUTRY (Columbia) 





1612 Broadway 


Bernie Scherer, Prof. Mgr. (New York) 


RUDOLPH 
the 


RED-NOSED REINDEER 


By Johnny Marks 
FEATURED IN A MAX FLEISCHER TECHNICOLOR SHORT 
RECURDED BY 


TRANSCRIBED BY 
(Capitol), LAWRENCE WELK 
EDDY HOWARD (World), JOHNNY GUARNIERI (Th 
rus), HENRY JEROME (Lang-Worth), THE SATISFIERS & 


WHEN SANTA CLAUS GETS 
YOUR LETTER 


HAPPY NEW YEAR, DARLING 


Records to Be Announced 


* 
ST. NICHOLAS MUSIC, INC. 


BING CROSBY (Decca) - 
GUY LOMBARDO (Decca) 
RED FOLEY (Decca) 
HARRY BABBITT (Coral) 
TED BLACK (Dana) 
REGINA KUJAWA (Dana) 
LAWRENCE COOK (Abbey) 
CAROLEERS (Varsity) 
BUR ROMAN (Tops) 
DICK EDWARDS (Peter Pan) 
TONY PUSKARZ (Polo) 
ARIZONA MARTIN (Record 
Guild) 
CONNIE PARETT (Top Ten) 
KORN KOBBLERS (MGM) 
ENOCH LIGHT (Remington) 


(Standard), 
esau- 


and GLEN OSSER (Muzak). 


Spike Jones, who winds up a 
two-week engagement at Miami’s 
Clover Club tomorrow (Wed.), 
racked up a sock $29,000 in his first 
seven days. Figure is unusually 
high for an off-season week. 

Jones heads west later this week 
on a string of 31 one-niters. 





Van Ryder Enterprises has been 
chartered to conduct a music pub- 
lishing business in New York. 
Capital stock is 100 shares, no par 
value. Directors are Calvin and 
Frances Raullerson and Lawrence 
Pierce, all of N. Y. 


Smaller Diskers 
-Again Point Hits 
For Major Labels 


After a long slack period, indie 
disk labels are again sparking tunes 
of hit calibre which are being 
picked up for wide major diskery 
coverage. The indies in recent 
months have launched such 
disclicks as “Sin,” “Cry” and a re- | 
vival of the oldie, “Hands Across | 
the Table.” 

Although the diskery with first 
crack at a song generally rides 
successfully through the competi- 
tion from the major labels, the in- 
dies generally haven’t been able to 
stand the big league pace. Except 
for “Sin,” which was launched on 
the Victoria label by the Four Aces, | 
the initialer usually dies-a-borning. | 

If the tune shows a click poten- 
tial, the majors come in with their | 





big guns. “Sin,” for instafice, was | 
etched by Nat (King) Cole for) 
Capitol; Savannah Churchill on | 


Victor; Eddy Howard on Mercury, | 
and the Billy Williams Quartet on | 
M-G-M. Cadillac Records, on the | 
other hand, which preemed “Cry” | 
via a Ruth Casey etching, got lost 
in the Columbia, M-G-M, Mercury 
barrage. The.oldie, ‘‘Hands Across 
the Table,” which was given a shot 
in the arm by Little Jimmie Scott 
on the Roost label will have to 
stand up against competition from | 
Decca, M-G-M and Victor. 





Plugger Pension Plan 
Gets Tentative Pub OK 


The proposed pension plan for 
the music biz’s contactmen took a 
step forward last week at a meet- 
ing between reps of the board of 
Music Publishers Protective Assoc. 
and Music Publishers Contact Em- 
ployees. Three of the four members 
representing the MPPA board were 
favorable to recommending accept- 
ance of MPCE’s pension plan to the 
entire board provided the contact 
union can get a majority of the 
pubs to go along with the plan. 


MPCE’s plan calls for an-equal 
pubber and member assessment of 
3% of a $100 weekly wage. Meeting 
gives the union an okay to discuss 
the pension proposal with indi- 
vidual pubbers. 





Bellemeade Music chartered to 
conduct a music publishing busi- 
ness in New York. Capital stock is 
200 shares, no par value. Harold 
Orerstein, of N. Y., is a director 





and filing attorney. 








HENRY JEROME (Lang-Worth) 


New York 19, WN. Y. 
Joe Whalen (Chicege) 





Denny Cameron (Hollywood) 











tFilmusical. “Legit musical. 


‘RH Disk Jockey Survey 


; Week of Nov. 1-7 
Based on the number of times these songs were played by 15 
disk jockeys in all sections of the U. S. Listed in order of performance 


ratings. 
Times 
Pos, Song Publisher Played 
1 eae eeccccccccccccccccccceces AlZOnquin 119 
2 ee Oe a ere ee: 101 
3 OO Oe TOU: se 6 ei00deasnsedsdeevaasaee 100 
4 Cold Cold Heart teeeereceerecegeeeeees ACUA-R 97 
5 Undecided MeCrTrerie rT Te eT 94 
6 Charmaine ........ $/046'60 0005.0 60000 0.0 6.0 Re 81 
7 MUNI og: d coh -e.ce Sacese ae eoeccesececccce ML 74 
8A And So to Sleep Again ................ Paxton 72 
8B I Ran All the Way Home ............... Laurel 12 
8C Shrimp Boats ......... ec cccccccccccees Disney 72 
11 ee Seer rere, 71 
12 It’s All in the Game ...........ee+e00+8 Witmask.. io. Ged 
13 i ee eee ee ececeseeees Meridian 57 
14 Turn Back the Hands of Time ........... Choice 56 
15 World Is Waiting for Sunrise ........... DeSylva-B&H 55 
16 Glory of Love ...... oeesseeee seeeveeees. Shapiro-B 53 
17A For All We Know ...cccccccccccccccces Feist 46 
17B Old Soft Shoe ........ceccceeseeeseeees Shapiro 46 
19 . TA are occcccccesccccce ce RODDINes 45 
20 Ee gO $05.0:0469.004.0 6060 EEE 4i 
21 Got Her Off My Hands ......... rr 37 
22A EE nd on ebb ed4nissddnesiaaia ..- Goday 35 
22B In Cool of Eve—t‘Here Comes Groom”. . Burke-VH 35 
22C Loveliest Night Year—t“Great Caruso”. . Robbins 35 
22D Twenty Three Starlets ............... ..- Lion 35 
26 Whispering ........ ccc ccccccceccccece col GR 34 
27 ad on ike bee sencaa ad Remick 33 
28 Kiss to Build a Dream On—t“The Strip”. Miller 31 
29 Getting to Know You—*“King and I”...., Williamson 28 
30A ET ws Ke se Wke ded ka evodwcOaus vaen Advanced 27 
30B Hold Me, Hold Me, Hold Me ........... . Morris 27 
32 Ghost of Chance—?“Millionaire Christy”. Mills 25 
33 Rk 8 RRR rein ..BVC 24 
34 Painting Clouds Sunshine—t“P‘nt'g Clds”. Remick 23 
35A . Meanderin’ rete eeeevee seeeccccessecccc ce htOMick 22 
35B While We're Young ........scseesesees Regent 22 
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The 
R. H. 
DISC JOCKEY 
SURVEY 


is compiled from 





the record 





PERFORMANCES 


of these 
OUTSTANDING 


DISC JOCKEYS 
@ 


Bill Apple 
Ed Bartell 
Don Bell 
Mal Bellairs 
Hal Benson 


KRSC Seattle 
KQV Pittsburgh 
KRNT Des Moines 
WCFL Chicago 
WMPS Memphis 


Ed Bonner KXOK St. Louis 
Nelson Bragg WCOP Boston 
Paul Britt KOAT Albuquerque 
Dick Bruce WDSW New Orleans 
Jimmy Carpenter KFBI Wichita 
Eddie Chase . CKLW Detroit 
Roger Clark WNOR Norfolk 
Wayne Cody KALL Salt Lake City 
Dick Coleman WCBM Baltimore 
Bob Conrad WJJJ Montgomery 
ira Cook KECA Los Angeles 
Bob Corley WQxXI Atlanta 
Rex Dale WCKY Cincinnati 
Bill Dean KAKC Tulsa 
Buddy Deane WITH Baltimore 
Joe Deane WHEC Rochester 
Paul Dixon WCPO Cincinnati 
Tony Donald WQAM Miami 
Scott Douglas KFMB San Diego 
Larry Doyle KGA Spokane 

Bob Earle KSO Des Moines 


Lou Eastman 
John Edwatds 


KLEE Houston 
KATL Houston 


Bill Faulkner WISH Indianapolis 
Claude Fraul WINN Louisville 

Ed Gallaher WTOP Wash., D. C. 
Ed Galloway WIL St. Louis 

Sid Garris WKOK Cleveland 
Bill Gordon WHK Cleveland 


Harvey Hudson 
Sandy Jackson 
Paul Jensen 
Bob Kennedy 


WLEE Richmond 
KOWH Omaha 
KOLN Lincoln 
WHB Kansas City 


Wally King KSFO San Francisco 
Art Laboe KGFJ Los Angeles 
Jack Lacy WINS New York 
Dean Lanfear WMT Cedar Rapids 
Bob Larsen WEMP Milwaukee 
John Leban WCAE Pittsburgh 
Harry Lockhart WKYW Louisville 
Bill Lohmeier WSLI Jackson 

Jim Lounsbury WIND Chicago 
Jimmy Lowe WRRL Dailas 

Bill Lowery WGST Atlanta 

Les Malloy KYA San Francisco 


WNEW New York 
WTMJ Milwaukee 


Jerry Marshall 
Tom Mercein 


Russ Miller WTIC Hartford 
Melvin Munn KRLD Dallas 
Joe Mulvihill WTAM Cleveland 
Hal Murray WKAT Miami 
Joe McCauley WIP Philadelphia 
Ed McKenzie WJBK Detroit 
Jay McMasters WMEX Boston 
Mort Nusbaum WHAM Rochester 
Bill Randle WERE Cleveland 
Al Ross WBAL Baltimore 
Len Ross KORK Las Vegas 
Kenny Sargent WHHM Memphis 
Ray Schreiner WRNL Richmond 
Bill ‘Silbert WWJ Detroit 
Ray Starr KWWIL Waterloe 
Hal Tait WAIT Chicage 
Sammy Taylor KGON Oregon City 
Jack Thayer WLOL Minneapolis 
Herb Warner KGA Spokane 
Bill Wells WBBM Chicago 
Bud Whaley KMAC San Antonio 
Frank White KMYR Denver 
Sev Widman WDGY Minneopolis 
Jack Williams WMIE Miami 
Larry Wilson WNOE New Orleans 
Bill Wright WSGN Birminghom 
Phil Zinkand = WWSW Pittsburgh 
& 


General Manager 


HERB DEXTER 








lar | 
= 


e0| =a] on] on] en] / co] ro] » |] S 


| 
1 


part Nee 
=| =| > wo] © 
7 i af 


ae 
— 








Johns 
























































Wednesday, November 14, 1951 


VARIETY 


ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 47 





















































































































































VARTETY ——— “ 

Survey of retail sheet music ¢ ms S 6 2 

sales, based on reports obtained E § 0 v 5 

from leading stores in 12 cities f E = = yi S 
and showing comparative sales . A S Siu} |e 
rating for this and last week. o aly wis . ot. 5 =| 4 4 
Se eel elelZlzlslaial 2 
Nig islisisxial se] Slaleal a A 
° STA Sle lol sis ialal lela ste 
National Week Ending fi 8 gizis = B|42iez Z nm | & P 
Rating Nov 10 tlelsis 2/<|/35/% Z1slia|P]o 
. male sigiso is 21S is /4aleics 4 
This Last eleielgiatel2isieleia)s] 
‘ ; olei18/8iBi/eisi/3i818).18] T 
wk. wk. Title and Publisher ZiIOisgia@ialol[elElSleslsglals 
1 1 “Because of You” (Broadcast).... 3 2 1 3 2 1 i 3g : 2 1 4 98 
2 ee a eer .-seaeewt., @ te ¢ ¢€¢ 2 @ 
3 3 “Cold, Cold Heart” (Acuff-R)...._ 2 3 5 2 4 3 3 8... 1 3 2 85 
4 4 “Down Yonder” (Southern)... ... a =. ss. os, 5 15 2 1 «M71 
5 3 “I Get Ideas” (Hill-R)........... _ a a a a ee oe ee 
SA_6__ “And So to Sleep” (Paxton)....... 7 6 10 9 1 6 6 6 9 .. 10 40 
6B 5  “Loveliest Night Year” (Robbins). . -,5 610 5 8 5 ¢ & 
7 8 “Cool, Cool Evening” (Famous). . . - . - at «i: 2 a 
8 9 “Slow Poke” (Ridgeway)......... eo: 20 2 17 
9A .. “White Xmas” jC a 4 ia: 13 
9B 7 “Too Young” (Jefferson) eaves Gvovaa fa- Stak cee 7 5 8 13 
10 oe “Frosty Snowman” (Hill-R) Tre SB «s 8a aa " 10 
11A “I Ran All Way Home” (Laurel).. .. .. ..  .. 3 Cs 8 
11B 12 “Undecided” (Leeds) ............ 10 9 . 9 86 688 
11C .. “Bela Bimba” (Goday)........... en a ~—g 
Waxings of s - 
Holds That Billy Murray ber Suna tata Gon co tet Ya ray. 
e e e | night were also issued. 
Ist Disked Voice on Air There has been speculation lately ismun om erg 
Roanoke, Va. |S to the first person whose re- Continued from page 43 Gone 


Editor, VARIETY: 

Just a few jottings concerning 
matters recently touched on in 
VARIETY. A statement was made 
that a just-issued Lotte Lehmann 
set was probably the first recording 
to be made of an artist’s farewell 
performance. Actually, however, 
when Nellie Melba made her last 
appearance at the Royal Opera 
House, Covent Garden, London, on 
June 8, 1926, the performance was 
recorded, although I don’t think it 
was issued on its entirety. But 
HMV Record ‘No. DB943 contains 
an aria from “Boheme” on one 
side, and on the other, the singer’s 
farewell address, replete with bro- 
ken sentences, sobs, applause and 
all the other atmosphere that goes 
with the retirement of a great lady. 














LISTEN TO 
Harry Babbitt Show—CBS 
Johnny Desmond (Breakfast Club), ABC 
Johnny Dugan Show—CB 
Curt Massey (Alka-Seltzer)—CBS 
Jack Owens Show—C 
Tex Williams Show—NBC 


SOMEBODY BIGGER 
THAN YOU AND | 


By LANGE-HEATH-BURKE 


BULL'S-EYE MUSIC, INC. 
6526 Selma Ave., Hollywood 28, Cal. 


























Featured in the M-G-M Picture 








Leroy Anderson's 
Winter Classic 


SLEIGH RIDE 
100% Recorded 


INSTRUMENTALLY AND 
VOCALLY ON ALL 
MAJOR LABELS 


MILLS MUSIC, INC. 
1619 Broadway New York 19. 





corded voice was heard by radio. 
That distinction seems to belong 
to Billy Murray, most popular of 
the old-time phonograph stars, who 
is still in good health and voice at 
Freeport, L. I. A few years ago 
Billy showed me a letter from an 
associate of the pioneer wireless 
experimenter, Dr. Lee De Forest, 
saying in effect: “If you are the 
Billy Murray who made a Victor 
record of ‘College Life’ in 1906, 
you may be interested to know that 
yours was the first voice ever 
broadcast.” The letter went on to 
tell about some of De Forest’s ex- 
periments, including playing “Col- 




















cal career here, playing in a string 
quartet in a Second Ave. restau- 
rant. He played with several other 
groups in restaurants around town 
before forming his own orchestra. 
During this period he composed 
“Memories,” his first published 
song; “Leg of Mutton,” “Some 
Smoke” and his first musical, ““The 
Midnight Girl.” 

J. J. Shubert then hired Rom- 
berg as a full-time tunesmith, and 
he penned the scores for “The 
Whirl of the World,” “The Blue 
Paradise,” ‘‘Maytime,” “Sinbad,” 
“Her Soldier Boy” and “The Girl 





ege Life,’ which was heard by 
Arthur Wallis, a wireless operator 
at the Brooklyn Navy Yard. 


Murray also believes he was the 
first person to act as an emcee on 
radio. This he did when WEAF 
was first established at 195 Broad- 
way, and owned by American Tele- 
phone and Telegraph. He emceed a 
two-hour show—probably by the 
Eight Famous Victor Artists, of 
which he and the late Henry Burr 
were the top stars. 


Phony Speeches 

Re Capitol’s “Hark! The Years,” 
long player, I was relieved to see 
that the album doesn’t contain the 
notorious “Speech by President 
William McKinley at the Pan- 
American Exposition.” Many col- 
lectors hoard the Columbia or Edi- 
son versions of this record in the 
belief that it was recorded by 
McKinley, but it was actually made, 
shortly after the President’s death, 
by Len Spencer, one of the record- 
ing standbys of that day. Victor 
put Spencer’s name on the label, 
but Edison and Columbia left it 
off, on the theory that if the buyer 
assumed McKinley made the thing 
it wouldn’t hurt sales. McKinley, 
of course, was fatally wounded 
shortly after making his speech at 
Buffalo and had no opportunity to 
make a recarding. 


A paragraph in the music depart- 
ment called attention to the num- 
ber of current songs in which 
repetitive words are used—*“Cold, 
Cold Heart,” etc. Has anybody but 
myself ever noticed the British 
fondness for inserting “Do” into 
popular song titles for the sake of 
emphasis: “I Do Love You, My 
Orange Girl,” and any number of 
others? Another quirk is that where 
an American lyricist hard up for a 
rhyme will lamely end a line with 
“you see,” the Britisher falls back 
on “I do”—example: “I want to be 
with you forever, dear, I do!” This 
is as characteristic of English pop 
hits as is the use of “whilst” for 
“while” among all classes of British 
writers. (I can’t recall any Ameri- 
can who has ever written or said 
“whilst.”) Whenever I come across 
a superfluity of “do’s” I’m sure 
that some British boy is on the job. 

Jim Walsh. 











Walsh’s Wax Works, WSLS. 


from Brazil.” Of the long succes- 
sion of operettas which followed, 
the biggest hits were “The Desert 
Song,” .“The Student Prince,” 
|“Blossom Time” and “New Moon.” 


Romberg also worked for the 
screen and in radio. He adapted 
several operettas for films, one of 
which, in collaboration with Gus 
Kahn, was Puccini’s “Girl of the 
Golden West.” On the air he con- 
ducted orchestral programs of his 
own compositions. 

Shortly before his death, Rom- 
berg had a hunch about Metro 
doing a biopic on his songs and 
career. He told producer Arthur 
Freed, “I don’t like it; look what 
happened to Jerry (Jerome) Kern,” 
referring to the filmusical Metro 
had built around Kern’s scores, 
titled “Look for the Silver Lining.” 
Roinberg had been working on a 
film operetta with Joseph Fields 
and Jerome Chodorov, which ven- 
ture may go forward as will prob- 
ably also the film biographical. He 
died within minutes of a gay salute 
to him played on CBS’ “Musicland 
UU: Biss 

Besides his wife, Lillian, a broth- 
er Hugo, 62, who is more a business 
man but also did some writing 
(prose, not music), and who also 
resides in Beverly Hills, as does a 
sister, Mrs. Edmund Rhodes, sur- 
vive. Attorney Howard Reinheimer 
is flying back from Paris to take 
care of the estate’s legal matters. 

Otto Harbach, president of the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors & Publishers, read a non- 
sectarian service at Campbell’s 
funeral parlor in N. Y., where the 
services were conducted on Sun- 
day (12). Cremation followed in 
Ferncliff. 

By coincidence, Robert B. Smith, 
librettist on many Victor Herbert 
musicals, and who also did the 
books for Romberg’s scores, died 
the week preceding. Harbach re- 
ferred to Romberg as “the last of 
that great triumvirate who did so 
much to advance American operet- 
ta,” the two others being Herbert 
and Kern. 





Audnel Music chartered to con- 
duct a music publishing business in 
New York. Capital stock is 100 
shares, no par value, Directors are 
Steve and Audrey 
Barbara Meritt. - 





British Dollar Crisis Kayoes Plans 
Of US. Pubs to Start New Cos. There 


+ 





Columbus Symph Bows 

Columbus, Nov, 13. * 
Columbus Little Symphony pre- 
sented its premiere performance 
here Sunday afternoon, marking 
the renewal of a symphony season 
which the city has been without 
since the demise of the Columbus 
Philharmonic in the spring of 1949. 
Present 28-piece group, which is 
sponsored by the Philharmonic 
Women’s Committee, is conducted 
by George Hardesty, professor of 
music at Ohio State University and 
former concertmaster of the old 
Philharmonic. 


Boyd Neel Orch U.S. Tour 





The Judson, O'Neill & Judd di- 
vision of Columbia Artists Mgt. is 
booking the Boyd Neel orchestra 
of London for a seven-week tour of 
the U. S. and Canada in autumn of 
1952, in the group’s first North 
American visit. Chamber orch of 
24 (conductor, 21 musicians, man- 
ager and baggageman) will play 
four weeks in Canada and two and 
one-half weeks in the U. S., open- 
ing Oct. 6, '52, in Montreal and 
winding up in late November with 
a concert at Town Hall, N. Y. Orch 
will sell for $1,500 a date. 


Group was organized in London 
in 1932 by Neel, and has toured 
throughout Europe, as well as fly- 
ing to Aussie and New Zealand in 
1947 for a tour. Outfit will fly 
here and back. Violet Palmer, its 
manager, inked pact with Arthur 
Judson for the American visit last 
wetk. Group has 
London FFRR Records. 





duct a music publishing business 
in New York. Capital stock is 200 
shares, no par value. Charles I. 
Katz, of N. Y. is director and fil- 
ing attorney. 


Set at $1,500 Per Date 


recorded for 


Channel Music chartered to sie | 


+ England’s new dollar crisis is 


| knocking out plans of U. S. pub- 
|lishers to open firms in that coun- 
‘try. Britain's new Conservative 
| government has already put a total 
ban on wholly-owned American 
lfirms in England, and it’s now 
feared that the remittance of music 
coin from partly-owned British 
| companies will be stopped shortly. 

First U. S. casualty of the new 
British stance versus American 
publishers was Howie Richmond, 
| who was slated to plane to London 
|Jast weekend to open up a subsid, 
|Cromwell Music, in association 
| with publisher Bobby Mellin. Rich- 
| mond’s trip was called off at the 
last minute after info from Britain 
indicated the trip would be useless. 
New firm was supposed to have 
|published Mellin’s current U. S. 
hit, “Sin,” in England. 

One of the major U. S. publish- 
jing combines was also planning to 
set up a subsid in England but 


that project has also been post- 
poned indefinitely. Trend towards 
|setting up firms in England 


| reached a high point last year when 
{numerous partnership deals be- 
| tween U. S. and English companies 
were set. 





Frank Hennigs Forms 
Own Publishing Firm 


Frank Hennigs launched a new 
music publishing firm last week 
which will operate under its own 
name. Hennigs was professional 
manager of E. B. Marks for 18 





years and more recently headed 
Sam Fox's professional depart- 
ment. 


Hennigs, has not yet set an affil- 
|iation with American Society of 
|Composers, Authors and Publishers 
or Broadcast Music, Inc. Contact- 
men for the firm will be Bernie 
Baum and Jil George. 
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Inside Orchestras—Music 


Competiticn between tunes out of catalogs from the American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors and Publishers and Broadcast Music, Inc., 
on the Lucky Strike “Hit Parade” show, has "Wéen‘a neck-and‘heek rate’ 
for the past couple of months. BMI has-been*showing unusual strength’) 
this year with a succession of clicks, including the current string of | 
“Because of You,” “Cola Cold Heart,” “Sin” and “I Get Ideas,” which 
are spotted on the “Parade.” ASCAP currently only has three out of | 
the seven tunes on the show with “And So to Sleep Again,” “Loveliest | 
Night of the Year” and “Down Yonder.” Latter tune, incidentally, is | 
the latest to be included on “Parade,” but was written some 25 years 
ago by L. Wolfe Gilbert. | 








First U. S. catalog of Tahitian music will be published by Michael H. | 
Goldsen, Inc., courtesy of James Michener. Vet tune tout and pub- | 
lisher Mickey Goldsen read Michener’s ‘‘Return to Paradise” and be- | 
came interested in nitery pianist Eddie Lund mentioned in the tome. | 
Latter, an authority on Tahitian music during his 20-year residence | 
there, is compiling the catalog and supplying masters of recordings he 
has made. Goldsen also will publish “The Far Lands,” a tune Lund | 
cleffed in collaboration with the late novelist James Norman Hall. | 
Ironically, Lund, before going to Tahiti and on frequent visits since, | 
tried unsuccessfully to interest publishers in his own tunes and in the 
Tahitian music. | 

| 
| 
| 
| 





Growing importance of TV plugs to the music biz was evidenced re- 
cently in statements issued by Broadcast Music, Inc., to its member 
firms. For the first time since the rise of the medium, BMI included 
loggings of TV airings which will now come in for a payoff. 

BMI is assessing video performances on the same scale it uses for | 
radio. Networks are charged 6c per performance and local stations 4c. | 
The BMI siatement tabulated the video song performances racked up | 
in 1950. Firms with a hefty standard catalog came in for the biggest 
slice. Next BMI statement, due at the end of the year, will include all | 
of the 1951 TV performances up to the date of compilation. | 


Unexpected Christmas booking of the Warner Bros. filmusical bial 
of the late Gus Kahn, “I’ll See You In‘My Dreams,” into Radio City | 
Music Hall put the major publishing companies into a tough spot of 
rushing exploitation on the picture score. 

Disk companies have been cooperating by reissuing old- platters of 
the film tunes as well as pushing up the release date on a flock of | 
new etchings of the Kahn tunes. Over 20 numbers are spotted in | 
the picture, with the Big Three owning the title song, among others, | 
and the rest distributed among the WB music group, Bourne, Breg- 
man-Vocco-Conn, Vogel and Forster music firms. 





In a unique publishing arrangement between World Music and Dart- 
mouth Music, the two indie pubbers agreed to join forces to exploit a 
public domain tune, “Green Sleeves,” adapted by Dick Manning, Joe | 
Wolf and Bernice Parks. Two different versions of “Green Sleeves” | 
an old Elizabethan ballad, had been submitted to record companies by | 
the two publishers. When it became evident that the two versions | 
would create confusion on the mechanical and retail level, the two | 
pubbers agreed to promote only one version of the song. Tune will be | 
published by World but all royalties will be on a 50-50 basis. 





| 
| 
| 
Current drive of Christmas songs spotlights Irving Berlin’s all-time | 
click, “White Christmas.” In the current issue of Saturday Evening 
Post, Robert M. Yoder reprises the saga of Berlin’s tune, revealing that | 
it has racked up a sheet music sale of more than 3,000,000 since it was | 
introduced in 1942 by Bing Crosby in the Paramount pic, “Holiday 
Inn.” The tune hit the market when millions of G.I.’s were overseas | 


so that it came to represent the longing for an old-fashioned Christmas | 
in a world of peace. | 





The inevitable tieup between the current ballad, “Domino,” and the | 
American Sugar Refining Co. was consummated last week, with the | 
latter company distributing several thousand one-pound packages of 
its “Domino” sugar along with plugs for the song. Tieup was arranged 
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as a disk jockey stunt in behalf of Tony Martin's slice of the 
for RCA Victor. 1€ number 
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No. 1 Choice Among the New Hits! 


- Pix Eye D.C. | 











R Oo L L ; N ’ Continued from page 3 ===" 
of other smaller nations hinge on} 
ST ONE those of these two key areas, it 





can only be a matter of time until | 
the freezes, quotas and currency | 
restrictions again begin to pile up. 

Fortunately, the U. S. industry 
has an iron-clad contract with Brit- 
ain that will prevent any change 
in the favorable remittance agree- | 
ment until next Oct. 1. With}! 
France, however, there's no pact | 
covering free convertibility of 
franc earnings into dollars, and 





Perry Como — RCA Victor 
Terry Gilkyson — Decca 
Roy Stevens — King 


CROMWELL MUSIC, INC. 


666 Fifth Avenue New York 19, N. Y. 























emacs the Paris government will undoubt- 
PROGRAM = — _— oe to plug this 
eak unless Washington hurriedly 

“‘MASQUERADE” provides aid. 


ENCHANTING WALTZ STANDARD Yank distribs have been getting 
By all their earnings out of France 


4 since early last summer. They've 
Paul Francis Webster || cleared ail their dollar balances 


there except for actual working 
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Survey of retail disk best 3 als |_| glo 
sellers, based on reports ob- SeizizioOltaia P| 2 _|3{% 
tained from leading stores in S$\/e@ia4i. % E e/3i-/5 Sle 
12 cities and showing com A g\2leislelals 8 2 aj—| 7 
parative sales rating for this = ; e S ei slalwl « 7 ais ? 
and last week. Ss 5 8 2 = 38 E e a E 8 H 
1 SIS T lei lili Lis iBlsl yyy) & 
J = | n : b oO 
vation Week Ending eyeleieia las lelé lid] 
Rating Nov 10 E | me i] & 7" 5 = | | pe 8 . 
) oe 
: TS isitisisiflelsialzlal<| x 
This Last =. Pig ei8iS/E/8lSiels8i8le! x: 
wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title ZioimIiM@ICOIMIZInIOlnivligfgl s 
TONY BENNETT (Columbia) 
1 1 “Cold, Cold Heart”—39449...... 23 2 8 4 3 2 2 1 72 
-.AMES BROS.-L. BROWN (Coral) . iors 
2 3 “Undecided”—60566 .........--- 7 3.8 8 2 5 1 5 4 69 
TONY BENNETT (Columbia) 
3 2 “Because of You”—39362.......- 23 9 5 3 7 4 2 1 67 
EDDY HOWARD (Mercury) 
4 § “Sin"—S71l ...............+-:- : § 1 1 3.5 54 
7 TONY MARTIN (Victor) 
5 3  “—E Get Ideas”—20-4141A........ So -# 2. «= § #8 4s “# 
ie FOUR ACES (Victoria) = 
6 a errr eee ee ee 1 1 3 44 
LES PAUL-MARY FORD (Cap) 
7 3 “World Waiting Sunrise’—11-1748 8 6 4 .. -- 2 9 2 35 
PATTI PAGE (Mercury) 
8 7 “And So to Sleep’—570@........ -- 8 .. -- ie 45 7 9 @ 
a F. LAINE-JO STAFFORD (Col) 
9 8 “Hey, Good Looking”—39570. Soa). ee 1 7 oe 8 28 
7 EDDIE FISHER (Victor) 
10 6 “Turn Hands cf Time”—20-4257.. .. 9 .. 7 .. Gey Sb ai 20-9 25 
x DEL WOOD (Tennessee) 
11 9 “Down Yonder”—775.........--. 5 8 § 6 23 
FRANKIE LAINE (Columbia) 
12A “Jealousy”—39585 ...............-. 10 9 4 6 15 
pa JOE “FINGERS” CARR (Capitol) 
12B “Down Yonder”—1777........... 3 4 15 
TONY BENNETT (Columbia) 
i3 15 “Blue Velvet”—39555.........--- 6 7 10 9 12 
: ~~ POLORES GRAY (Decca) 
14A 12 “Shrimp Boats”—27832.......... 1 10 
TONY MARTIN (Victor) 
14B .. “Domino”—20-4323 ..........--. 6 6 10 
LOUIS ARMSTRONG (Decca) 
14C 13 “Kiss to Build a Dream”—27720.. ..  .._ -- 3 9 10 
SAVANNAH CHURCHILL (Vic) 
ISA . “Sin”—20-4280 ........... ....- 3 & 
_ G. LOMBARDO-G. DeHAVEN (D) 
15B 11 “Because of You”—27666 reeeee 3. 8 
_ CHAMP BUTLER (Columbia) 
16 .. “Down Yonder”—3953....... eee oe oe eas ee Se 10 7 
ni i 2 3 4 5 
AMERICAN IN SHOWBOAT KING AND 1 New Sound Volume; GUYS AND DOLLS 
F LV E T O P PARIS Hollywood Cast Broadway Cast (les Paul-Mary Ford) Broadway Cast 
Hollywood Cast M-G-M Decca Capitol esse 
M-G-M M-G-M84 DL-9008 H-286 DA-825 
ALBUMS E-93 
K-93 K 84 9-260 CCF-286 9-203 
M-93 E 559 DA-876 CCN-286 DLP-8036 




















capital. Stoppage of this flow will 
be a tough blow. 

British agreement, drawn up dur- 
ing the summer, covers two years, 
It has provi- 
sion, however, for either side to 
reopen it after the first year. 
There’s no advance notification re- 
quired and no stipulations restrict- 
ing the breadth of the renegotia- 
tions. 

Britain, under the pact, accounts 
for better than $30,000,000 a year 
to the American industry. Of this, 
$17,000,000 ts guaranteed, another 
$6,000,000 or so comes in the form 
of bonuses and the rest is achieved 
by making use of funds for pro- 
duction, print-making and other 
payments in the sterling block. 

Britain and France, unless the 
situation improves, will have to 
make cuts in such quasi-luxury 
items as films in order to keep up 
‘imports of foodstuffs and dire ne- 
| cessities. The governments other- 
jwise face severe political crises that 
would easily play into the hands 
of the Communists. 

However, there has been no men- 
tion of films in the various austerity 
speeches by members of Winston 
Churchill’s new Conservative gov- 
ernment in the past few weeks. All 
film items were also absent from 
the long list of import slashes the 
government is seeking to make. 

Picture industry will probably 
not be so fortunate in the speech 
expected this week to the National 
Assembly from French Vice-Pre- 
mier Rene Mayer, in charge of 
finances. With France facing the 
most serious crisis since 1947 he 
may make the announcement of im- 
port cuts. 

French dollar reserves, normally 
about $400,000,000—and as high as 
$2,500,000,000 before the war-— 
have sunk to below $200,000,000. 
Tentative dollar import program 
for 1952 is $825,000,000. Officials 
said last week it would be trimmed 


Morgan Files AFM Action 


Ys. Phoenix Ballroom Ops 
Over Disputed 16 Payoff 


Phoenix, Nov. 13. 

Russ Morgan has filed breach of 
contract charges with the Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians against 
Bob and Buster Fite, operators of 
the local Riverside ballroom, where 
Morgan played abbreviated one 
nighter last Tuesday (6). Leader 
pulled his band off the stand at 
midnight, an hour before sched- 
uled quitting time, following dis- 
pute with promoters regarding pay- 
off. According to Morgan, his 
agreement with Riverside called 
for him to receive $1,000 in cash 
during the intermission shortly be- 
fore midnight. In a letter to AFM 
prexy James Petrillo, he said he 
asked for his money three times 
and was turned down cold. 

The Fites maintain their con- 
tract with McConkey Artists Corp., 
Morgan’s agency, stipulated that if 
the band did not pull its weight at 
the gate, the ballroom would be 
reimbursed for loss. According to 
the operators, band attracted only 
425 payees, at $1.50 a head, and 
that approximately $500 was spent 
in ballyhooing the orch via news- 
paper and radio. Under circum- 
stances, they felt a full payoff 


C-h-r-i-s-{-m-a-s 
For the Winter Season 
Frosty the Snow Man 


Hardrock, Coco and Joe 
(The Three Little, Dwarfs) 


Suzy Snowflake i 


Hill and Range Songs, Inc. 
Beverly Hills, California 
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Europe-US. Talent 


Safari Exchange 


Bridged by Big Need for New Faces 


The invasion of foreign acts+ 


working U. S. spots is now the 
most pronounced in years. Faced 
with the necessity of offéring new 
faces, theatre, cafe operators as 
well as teleshow packagers are 
looking .increasingly to alien turns 
to supplement domestic product. 

For example, the current Latin 
Quarter, N. Y., show has three for- 
eign acts as well as a line of im- 
ports. LQ boniface Lou Walters 
will preem his Miami Beach spot 
with a show predominantly for- 
eign. The Ed Sullivan vid show 
on CBS has been a consistent user 
of imported artists. Radio City 
Music Hall also is using a variety 
of foreign acts on its bills, at 
least no less than in the past. 

Of course, fairs and circuses re- 
main the largest showcases of im- 
ports, but other show biz fields are 
turning to overseas acts as well. 

Vid’s Talent Turnover 

Prime reason for the increased 
influx has been and still is the tre- 
mendous turnover in talent for 
video. Television producers are 
virtually meeting talent at the dock 
and bringing them over to their 
shows. It’s comparatively simple 
to sell a foreign act with good ref- 
erences, agents have found. Ed- 
die Elkort, of the N. Y. office of 
Lew & Leslie Grade of London, 
has been hitting the Music Hall, 
the Sullivan show and Latin Quar- 
ter on a regular basis. Producers 
and operators are assured of a reg- 
ular supply of new faces via that 
process. 


The William Morris Agency also 
has been supplying several new 
turns recently. Its London affiliate, 
the Harry Foster Agency, has been 
submitting an increasing number 
of European performers specifically 
for TV, from whence they spring- 
board to other channels. 


The increasing use of foreign 
acts here virtually squares with 
the postwar invasion of foreign 
percenters. Currently in the U. S. 
on talent shopping sprees are Harry 
Foster, Lew Grade; Val Parnell, 
London Palladium’s managing di- 
rector, and Harry Morris, of Lon- 
don’s Astor & Colony Clubs. Par- 
nell and Morris are, slated to fly 
back to England Friday (16). 


4 Jockeys and 1 Horse 
A Vinnie Di Campo Parlay 
In His Home-Stretch Bid 


Case of four jockeys and one 
horse changing destiny for a just- 
upcoming singer is an exclusive 
parlay with Vinnie Di Campo. 
Chirper heretofore has been heavy 
on TV but a bit light on live time. 


Now 24, he joined Harry James’ 
crew as vocalist a few years back, 
but when trumpeter James posted 
himself permanently on the Coast, 
Di Campo faced east and larger 
horizons just two years ago. Since 
then, his biggest stake has been a 
long guest ride on Kate Smith's 
daytime video show, which won him 
a contract under the Coral silks. 


The other day Di Campo hit the 
N. Y. area for a weekend workout 
at the Boulevard, Forest Hills 
nitery (9-11). But his big test start- 
ed Monday (12), when he broke 
the barrier for a two-furlong run 
at the West Town Club in Cleve- 
land. That boite essays Di Campo 
as the sole entry on its sod, reason 
for that being an _ unofficially 

guaranteed” profit performance 
by four of the town’s leading disk 
Jockey handicappers with a crush 
on the lad. The deejays are dedi- 
cated to saturating the airlanes 
with the singer's disks. Di Campo 
hopes to tote up a good score there, 
but will get another race at the 
Triton, Roehester, where he'll sad- 
dle up on Dec. 11 for a fortnight’s 
Sprint, 

How the horse gets into the pic- 
ture is, to make a short story even 
Shorter, as follows: Awhile back, 
Di Campo fell off a nag, got him- 
Self a back that was bad enough 
to have him declared 4F by the 
draft board. Ironically enough, one 
of his top platters is “And So It 





Ended.” His unstarted Army career, 


that is, 





- 
_A four-alarm fire caused an es- 
timated $50,000 damage to the 


Clover, Club,. Dallas, last .week., .. 





Nix of Liquor License 
Shuts Shut Albany Cafe 


Albany, Nov. 13. 

Thirty people, including floor en- 
tertainers and Charlie Randall’s 
five-piece band, have lost employ- 
ment as a result of the State Liquor 
Authority’s refusal to renew the 
license for Anthony D. (Tony) 
Gilotti’s Hawaii Klub, on the Al- 
bany-Schenectady Road. Spot, op- 
erated for 10 years and a-click for 
the last several, was adjudged not 
to be operating as a bona fide res- 
taurant. 

It had actually been inoperative 
since Oct. 1, start of a new license 
period, but the SLA did not for- 
mally notify Gilotti of the turn- 
down until last week. The nitery 
has a seating capacity of 300. 

Murray's inn, operated by Jimmy 
Barone and the nearest large after- 
darker to the Hawaii, is picking up 
some of the latter’s patronage. 


Jamaica Drops 
Two-a-Day Try 


Jamaica Theatre, Jamaica, L.I., 
will abandon two-a-day vaud pix 
at conclusion of the Nov. 22 show. 
The Skouras house will have 
played a total of 10 weeks of the 
experiment. 

House has been using 10 acts 
weekly with semi-name talent on 
tap when available. Al Rickard 
booked. It had been the major 
straight vaude operation in New 
York, other than the Palace. 

House will revert to straight pix. 








Hipp’s Xmas Teeoff 

Hippodrome Theatre, Baltimore, 
will attempt its first stageshow of 
the season week of Dec. 28. Holi- 
day show will be in the nature of 
an experiment. Should the display 
indicate a demand for vaude, then 
house operator Izzy Rappaport will 
install one show monthly. 

Rappaport will not go in for 
vaude with greater frequency than 
one a month. Steady stageshow 
operation proved disastrous last 
season, and now,with new scales by 
various unions, he fears its too 
risky. Show hasn’t been set yet. 
Al Rickard Agency is booking. 


THOMPSON & WMS. BROS. 
SRO IN 2 DALLAS WKS. 


Dallas, Nov. 13. 

Kay Thompson & The Williams 
Bros. closed a fortnight’s stand in 
the Century Room of Hotel Adolph- 
us here Sunday (11) after SRO 
biz. All 14 performances were 
aie (375) nightly at $3, plus 
ax, 

Dorothy Franey’s ice show, 
room’s standby, resumed yesterday 
+o with Herman Waldman’s 

rch. 


Armstrong-Walcott N.S.G. 


At Downtown, Detroit 
Detroit, Nov. 13. 


The Downtown Theatre, -2,800- 
seater available to showmen for 
one-nighters, didn’t work out for 
the Mike Falk Agency. Latter rent- 
ed the theatre a couple of weeks 
ago for the Louis Armstrong-Jersey 
Joe Walcott show. It was a fiasco, 
with less than 1,500 persons seeing 
the three performances in one day. 
The package sold for a reputed 
$4,500 a day. 

The “Jewel Box Revue,” featur- 
ing femme impersonators, is faring 
even worse than the Armstrong- 
Walcott show this week. Less than 
300 persons were in the house Sat- 
urday night (10). 


Walsh’s.GAC to GAC 
Chicago, Nov. 13. 

Sammy Walsh, who left the ranks 
of acts last spring for a fling at the 
booking business, is resigning from 
General Artists: Corp.’s Chicago 
office to go to performing. 

No replacement is contemplated 
at present, with Pat Lombard, 
newly chosen Chi branch manager, 
taking over the act department. 
|\GAC will book Walsh... ......«: 

















Ballroom Ops Take Lease 
Of E. McKeesport Vogue 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 13. 

Andy Chakeras, operator of the 
Vogue Terrace, has.sold his lease 
on that 1,100-seat theatre-restau- 
rant in East McKeesport to Jim 
Speeney and Jim Reddington, who 
run the Palisades Ballroom. Lease 
has until end of 1952 to run, but 
new lessees have obtained a five- 
year extension from Bill House- 
hold, who owns the room, as well 
as an option for an additional five, 
which would run through 1962. 

Household, now a real estate man 
in Florida, built the Vogue Terrace 
and piloted it himself for quite a 
while before Chakeras stepped in. 
Latter is withdrawing from the 
nitery to devote his full time to 
large concessions at the Greater 
Pittsburgh Airport, slated to open 
next January. 


AGVA Claims 
Picket Support 
On Hub Circus 


Boston, Nov. 13. 

While nobody here is talking 
officially, the George Hamid-book- 
ed Shrine Circus, skedded to open 
at Mechanics Building Saturday 
(17) for a week’s run, may be 
hampered by a picket line unless 
a satisfactory agreement between 
the booker and American Guild of 
Variety Artists is reached before 
the deadline. Ralph Morgan, 
AGVA’s Boston rep, said that any 
such action is in the hands of the 
national officers. Morgan did state, 
however, “all local crafts are co- 
operating with AGVA in the fight 
to get a working agreement with 
George A. Hamid,” which apparent- 
ly means that a picket line would 
be observed if necessary to go 
along that far. 

Bert Nickerson, prez of local 9, 
AFM, said that insofar. as no prior 
contract for musicians has been 
filed at local musicians headquar- 
ters, his organization would respect 
the line. However, persons here 
involved in the hassle hope that 
an agreement will be reached to 
make a picket line unnecessary, for 
the circus is a popular annual affair 
and the proceeds are donated by 
yo Shrine to underpriviliged chil- 

ren. 








AGVA Statement 

Henry Dunn, national adminis- 
trative secretary of the American 
Guild of Variety Artists, stated that 
support from the Central Labor 
Union council in Boston had been 
obtained, and that the AGVA 
picket line will be respected by the 
other crafts. 

Dunn said that John Del Monte, 
labor commissioner for Massachu- 
setts, had attempted to effect a 
settlement, urging all parties to 
explore every avenue. 

Dunn declared that there will be 
a picket line in Syracuse when the 
Hamid-Morton Cireus opens there 
after its Boston stand. 

















Morrison’s ‘Greatests’ 
Mocambo (Hollywood) boni- 
face Charlie Morrison, in a 
communique to columnist Earl 
Wilson, named these all-time 
vaudeville’s “greatests”: 

Male single, Harry Lauder; 
most versatile, Sylvester 
Schaeffer; greatest clown, 
Grock; the greatest comedy 
team, Clark & McCullough; 
dancer, Jack Donahue; female 
entertainer, Sophie Tucker, 
and still champion; sister act, 
Dolly Sisters; comedy sketch, 
“The Housebuilders”; greatest 
wire act, Bird Millman; mon- 
ogolist, James Thornton; come- 
dian, Milton Berle; tumblers, 
The Maxellos; comedienne, 
Fanny. Brice; dance team, 
White & Cavanaugh; most 
colorful, Eva Tanguay; great- 
est “opening” at Palace, Bee 
Palmer; greatest discoverer of 
talents, Gus Edwards; greatest 
comedy family, The Dooleys; 
sketch, Paul Armstrong’s 
“Submarine F7”"; greatest 
rathskeller act, Clayton, Jack- 
son & Durante; greatest sketch 
writer, Edgar Allan Woolf; 
greatest pit conductor, Jules 
Lenzberg; greatest house man- 
ager, John F. Royal; greatest 
booker, Eddie Darling; great- 
est agent, Max Hart (next to 

. me)... eee re wee eh eeewns ee 


Judy's Collapse Darkens Palace; 
Plan Fri. Reopening, 11 Shows a Wk. 


«+ 





O. Supreme Court Sifts 


Akron Op’s Liquor Plea 


. Akron, O., Nov. 13. 
The Ohio Supreme Court has 
taken under advisement a_ suit 
brought by Joseph Mandalla, 
Akron, which asks that the state 
liquor department accept his ap- 
plication for a liquor permit. The 
court hearing fortnight ago cli- 
maxed an 18-month battle between 
Mandalla and state liquor officials. 


Mandalla’s suit involves the 
validity of a regulation by the 
board of liquor control “freezing” 
the number of liquor permits and 
providing that no permit applica- 
tions shall be received during the 
shutout. Mandalla contends the 
regulation is “discriminatory, un- 
fair and unreasonable.” He claims 
the number of nitery licenses in 
Akron is 131, one below the de- 
partment’s quota, and that he is 
entitled to the vacant permit. 


Miami Back Into 
Top Talent Binge 


Name talent is expected to pre- 
dominate in niteries as well as 
hotel floorshows, this forthcoming 
season at Miami Beach. Pacemaker 
will, of course, be Copa City, which 
has a tentative lineup which in- 
cludes Billy Daniels, Josephine 
Baker, Sophie Tucker, Joe E. Lewis 
and possibly Danny Thomas. The 
Clover Club has Frankie Laine and 
Patti Page set, and the Beach- 
comber, has advanced its opening 
date to Dec. 17. Lili St. Cyr will 
head the show in the latter spot. 


The Casablanca Hotel will at- 
tempt an ice show and will try to 
get Sonja Henie to make a two- 
week appearance, probably just to 
take a bow. Purpose is to capital- 
ize on Miss Henie’s name draw 
without loading the hotel with non- 
paying guest performers. 


GLOBAL SHOWS SET 
. FOR XMAS BY USO 


Hollywood, Nov. 13. 


Christmas entertainment pro- 
grams for servicemen throughout 
the world were assured at a meet- 
ing of 30 Hollywood talent execu- 
tives, with Abe Lastfogel, chief of 
USO-Camp Shows, and George 
Murphy, head of the Hollywood 
Coordinating Committee, function- 
ing as co-chairmen. 


At the request of Robert Lovett, 
secretary of defense, four strategic 
areas will be covered by four units, 
each consisting of 20 Hollywood 
names. First t® volunteer for a 
tour of the Pacific area were Paul 
Douglas and Jan Sterling. Others 
lined up are Keenan Wynn, Audrey 
Totter, Pearl Bailey, Lanny Ross, 
John Lund, Maggie Fisher’s Piano 
Playhouse. 

Units will tour Dec. 20-Jan. 5, in 
Korea and Pacific, Europe and Mid- 
dle East, Alaska and Caribbean 
areas. 











Col. Goetz to Confer 
Washington, Nov. 13. 

Col. Joseph Goetz is on his way 
to hold talks in Hollywood with 
George Murphy, chairman of the 
Hollywood coordinating commit- 
tee, for four Christmas show 
troupes to entertain servicemen in 
foreign countries. Goetz, ex-RKO- 
ite, routes USO shows to for- 
eign bases. 

Goetz is addressing a luncheon 
in Kansas City to raise funds for 
the USO, and will fly to the Coast 
from there. 


Bombed British Vauder 
To Undergo Rebuilding 


Argyle Theatre, Birkenhead, Eng- 
land, vaude house almost complete- 
ly destroyed by bombs during the 
a war, will be rebuilt on modern 

ines. 





ager, who arrived in N. Y. last 
week on other business, said the 
former architectural flavor will be 
retained, with general construction 





* 


Tom Clarke, the house’s man- 


* The Palace Theatre, N. Y., will 


suspend its two-a-day vaude opera- 
tions until Friday (16) night when 
RKO toppers hope that Judy Gar- 
land will return. The singer col- 
lapsed during her performance 
Sunday (11) and was taken to the 
Leroy Sanatorium, N. Y. 

Miss Garland had been dieting 
strenuously to get down to her nor- 
ma] stage poundage. That, com- 
bined with her extremely difficult 
chores on the bill, brought on the 
collapse. 


It was first announced that Miss 
Garland would return Monday (12) 
evening, but that soon was estab- 
lished as out of the question. Sol 
A. Schwartz, RKO Theatres prexy; 
Danny Friendly, RKO booker, and 
the William Morris Agency then 
attempted to get a substitute head- 
liner Both Jack Benny and Frank 
Sinatra were unavailable. Shortly 
before showtime, it was decided to 
cancel Monday night’s perform- 
ance and signs went up that Miss 
PGarland would “positively” appear 
yesterday (Tues.). Before the eve- 
ning was over, it was decided to 
close the house until Friday night. 

Two in Aud Step In 

At the time of Miss Garland’s 
collapse, Vivian Blaine, of “Guys 
and Dolls,” who was in the audi- 
ence, was alerted to replace Miss 
Garland in the event she was un- 
able to appear. Miss Blaine went 
on immediately after Miss Garland 
walked off and did about 20 min- 
utes in a manner that indicated she 
could handle the top spot at this 
house. Jan Murray, who also was 
in the audience, stepped into the 
breach for another 20 minutes and 
clicked. 


Manager Herb Bonis said that no 
refunds were sought that evening. 
There were some refunds the fol- 
lowing night, but majority asked 
for tickets for another perform- 
ance. 


On Monday, Miss Garland was to 
be feted by seven American Feder- 
ation of Labor theatrical unions for 
her role in reviving Palace vaude. 
It was the unions’ contention that 
without her the Palace would have 
reverted to a straight pix house 
and employment would be lost for 
their respective memberships. Din- 
ner was postponed. 

Cast on Payroll 

Rest of the cast is being paid 
while Miss Garland is out. 
called in this connection that be- 
fore the theatre opened on the 
two-a-day policy, Schwartz had 
sought a concession from the Amer 
ican Guild of Variety Artists mak 
ing Miss Garland an “act of God.’ 
In the event Miss Garland wai 
taken ill or couldn’t perform, ne 
notice would be necessary and 
cast could be laid off. Union re 
fused to insert that clause in the 
basic pact. 

Palace has been doing SRO eve 
ning business with matinees nearly 
peak. The fourth week (less Mon 
day evening) brought a $46,00( 
gross. Previous three weeks talliec 
$49,500, $47,500 and $51,000. 

When and if Miss Garland re 
turns, she’ll work six nights an 
five matinees for a total of 1] 
shows weekly. There may be an 
extra matinee Saturdays, but that’s 
not definite. House will be dark 
Mondays and Tuesday matinee. 
Idea from here on is to conserve 
the star’s strength. Feeling is that 
Miss Garland can stay at this house 
indefinitely. Sacrifice of a couple 
of shows weekly would be bette: 
“long-run economy.” 


Miss Garland’s physician tol¢ 
theatre execs and Abe Lastfogel 
Morris Agency general manager, 
that the singer “might” be able to 
appear Tuesday but urged that she 
be given a real rest until Friday. 
This was agreed to. 


Aud. Mgr. Named 


Spartanburg, S. C., Nov. 13. 
Van C. Ivey, for the past six 
years manager of the Municipal 
Auditorium, Augusta, Ga., has 
been appointed manager of Spar- 
tanburg Memorial Auditorium. 
Ivey replaces Henry DeVerner, 
who will remain at the Peabody 

Auditorium, Daytona Beach, Fla. 


The Spartanburg Auditorium, 
opening Dec. 1, will have a seating 
capacity of 3,406, with large stage. 
In addition, the building will con- 








tain a sports arena with seating ca- 
pacity. up to 3,200. . 
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: ¥ Latin Quarter, Bestem 4 Moffett and Ed Millard, wit ac-} Desert I 
t Club Reviews: ; "Boston, Nov. 10, |¢companist ivan Melntyre—do a ney San Yogas 
| ala * | Lena Horng, (5), Gene Baylos,|Gershwin salute with “Summer | Dean Murphy, De Marco Sists 
5 : | Warner & McGuire, Arden-Fletcher | time Bidin’ My Time.”| (5) Bill Hughes, Gene Ts 
% Copacabana, N. Y. dressing room (Gloria Jeanie) to| Girls, (8), Alan Martin, Dave Les-| “Donkey Serenade” comes out in 


Carmen Miranda, Larry Storch,|S8y, 4. few lousy - lines; and 


ter Orch (12), Zarde Bros. Orch 


Spanish, with imitations of mule 


Arden-Fletcher Dancers (8), Carl. 


2), 

that plot. 
Was it necessary to sit in judg- 
ment then on Miss Miranda, as 
is the case circa 1951 also? The 
cariocan songstress makes an en- 


ton Hayes’ Orch (11); 


Tennessee Ernie, Dale*Nunnally & no minimum, 


g Ted Norman, Fern Whitney & 
Kenny David;. 8 Copa Girls; 
Michael Durso’ and Fernando 
Alvares orchs; songs, Joan Edwards 


and serenader. “Stardust” is 
spiced up in French. A college 
medley includes sock song-selling 
with a zingy original, “Inebriate, 


(4); $3 minimum, $1 cover. 


Making her first appearance at 
the spacious L. Q. in more than 


no cover, 








Despite lack of topmost names 


trance like a Brazilian bombshell 





& Lyn Duddy; $3.50 and $5 mini- 


mum, 





Several years ago, in a misguided | 
moment, Broadway columnists 


Louis Sobol and Earl Wilson plus| “Cyanto la Gusta,” ete. She has 


a certain VARIETY mugg obliged 
co-producers Sam Coslow and 
Monte Proser (the latter then still 
associated with the above nitery 
which he 


with her beribboned bananas 
(from the gargantuan fruit basket 
perched on her noggin) into a 
surefire medley of “Ay, Ay Like 
You Very Much,” “Tico Tico,” 


her own Banda do Lua, a quartet 
of rhythmic accompanists in the 
native idiom (although house 
mzestro Mike Durso ain’t bad, per 


two years, Lena Horne is purveying 
a boff sesh of vocalizing and allure 
that is pulling the largest biz of an 
otherwise spotty season. She’s the 
magnet and she doesn’t disappoint. 

It’s seldom that a thrush — or 
anybody else for that matter—man- 
ages to capture a nitery audience 
so completely that the w.k. dropped 
pin could be heard. Miss Horne 
does just that, which is a tribute 


the Best Little College -in the 
World.” 

Act is clever, talent-laden and 
bullish with special material. It’s 
also clean, with not a blue note or 
phrase to offend. 

Hal Pruden orch does a top job 
in backing the group and luring 
terpers to the dance floor. Pianist 
and his boys, popular draw with 
payees for four months, leave the 
Mural Room this weekend. 


in the nitery firmament for casino 
bait, this fortnight affair in the 
Painted Desert Room should do 
very well for the hospice. Ac. 
cording to the  palette-shaped 
marquee biazing on Highway 91, 
both comedy-impressionist Dean 
Murphy and the chirping De 
Marco Sisters share equal letter 
sizes. Same percentage is noticed 


inside the room, with each act con- 
tributing equal verve and vitality 
toward making the current opus a 


to her sock showmanship savvy 
and singing knowhow. 
Gal makes no attempt at chitchat, 


co-founded) to “play| usual), changes her mile-high plat- 


themselves” in a United Artists re-| form shoes twice (reminds of the 
lease of a filmusical to be known | oldie, “His elevator shoes are so 


Bark. 


Socicty, London 








launching right into her songs, but eno ae » Dean Murphy takes 
ac “gt « ” - ° | . ” Dy oO j ; id-fire 
roe Negev cer 3 = co-starred | high he gets nose-bleed”), does an} building each number into a pro- London, Nov. 8. rn gp Heo De: ig Rs -pter ht 
= ae Miranda, who Is con-| engaging bit with her own coif,| duction that grabs hefty mitts. Noble & King, Roberto Taylor : 


Copa show, and Groucho Marx who 


‘ently the headliner of the new | as she dons her turban (seeming- 


ly people were saying she didn’t 


real-life coverage called for Messrs. | 
Sobol and Wilson and said VARIETY| (New Acts) 


played her shady manager. The even have a phoney Toni). 
recl-life reenactments of routine This 1 


followed an unconscious 
pattern 


in that Tennesse Ernie 
first did it straight, 
mugg to look wise at a phoney|and mimic Larry Storch also 
Castillian comedienne gone Fran- | touched on a boots-and-saddles bit. 
caise (meaning Miss Miranda) and | Storch is sub-liner with Ernie, and 
tell Steve Cochran (who per-|his mimicry included an_ affec- 
sonated a Proser prototype) that|tionate cowboy song bit. Storch is 


this kid had the goods. 
Anyway, that was the plot, and 


ene of the better impressionists. 
He uncorks a fresh conception of 


Teeing off with “Riding on the 
Moon” followed by “Got the World 
on a String” and “Beale St.,” the 
thrush pushes into high gear with 
the Latino flavored “Love” done 
at fever pitch. Stint also includes 
her disk click, “Deed I Do,” the 
suggestive “Take Love Easy,” and 
the breezy “Lady Is a Tramp” for 
windup. 

Backed by her own trio (piano, 
drums, bass) who augment Lester’s 





Rhumba Band, Moschetto’s Gypsy 
Music; $5 minimum. 





The intimate atmosphere of the 
Society makes a perfec‘ setting for 
a vocal duo of the calibre of Noble 
& —— This American team, who 
have filled several cabaret dates 
since they hit London earlier in 
the year, have never been seen to 
greater advantage. 


Many of the numbers which 


yocks. From special ditty, “Ne- 
vada Is the State For Me,” through 
some titillating stories containing 
well-pitched curves, the former 
barrister turned raconteuer eases 
into his frame of impressions. 
These are broadly etched, spiced 
witlr topical tang. 

In on the rib are Louella Par- 
sons, Gable, Bette Davis, Joe E., 
Brown, McCarthy & Snerd, Boyer, 
Jimmy Stewart, Richman—and a 


L L . clincher of Hildegarde. With this, 
the ‘fact that “Copacabana” (the! drunk. Italian, English, French caage 8 — yp ord _— og Pgs they had previously done with suc-| Murphy displays his amazing re- 
film, not the nitery) tango team. Oldtime torch singer, poi yap od merce y er per- cess come across with a surprising |tentive memory by helMoing to 
gct into the black may be ac-| yma tee : . a oe 


counted for, in part, to (1), need- 
lessly mounting costs, such as 
three Broadway lammisters requir- 
ing two days of shooting, three 
stand-ins and one common portable 
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158 W. 44 St., New York LU 2-4488 
WHERE SHOWBUSINESS MEETS 


* TALENT CONTEST * 
MONDAY NIGHTS 


Prize: Professional Engagement 








never quite | 


RESTAURANT AND GAR 





Duplicate Prizes Awardeo in the Case of Tie: 








Sumac satire, and “British 
film.” Somehow one real boffola 
for the topper-offer would catapult 
him to new heights. A little edit- 
ing is also in order; that torch 
routine, for example, which doesn’t 
get enough for its purpose. 

This Jules Podell-Jack Entratter 
show is a stopgap until the Xavier 
Cugat-Jack Carter lineup, but the 
holdover production numbers are 
as effective as ever. Dale Nunnally 
& Ted Norman make a good juve 
pair (“I Like It,” his clarineting, 
etc.), and a new terp pair com- 
prise a lissome looker named Fern 
Whitney, partnered with Kenny 
David. They don’t do enough as 
an “act” but their contribution is 
standout, notably Miss Whitney’s 
good brunet personality. Abel. 






































No. 1 in the Billboard Annual Disk Jockey 


tivating appearance that tied in 
with her vocal equipment, garners 
boff returns throughout. 

Surrounding lineup is weak, with 
Gene Baylos, of the I-know-you’re- 
ovi-there-I  can-hear-you-breathing 
school of comics, failing to register. 
Bill opens with Warner & McGuire, 
boy and gal terpsters, who unwisely 
essay a bit of song. The Arden- 
Fletcher girls cavort through a 
couple of eye-appealing production 
numbers to Alan Martin’s piping 
and Dave Lester’s batoning. Lester 
and Zarde orchs split customer 
terping chores. 

Beginning with the next lineup, 
topped by Joe E. Lewis, the bistro 
is dropping the cover charge and 
lowering the minimum to $2 in an 
attempt to recapture some of the 
biz frightened away by the current 
cover plus minimum policy. Boni- 








TE 
° MGM ¢@ 


Records 


| 


























—_—— 





faces also plan to drop the name 
policy which, with one or two ex- 
ceptions, has been disappointing at 
the b.o., and concentrate on the 


| S.a. aspect by enlarging the line. 
Eli 


lie. 


Baker Hotel, Dallas 
(MURAL ROOM) 


Dallas, Nov. 8. 
The Continentals (5), Hal Pru- 
den Orch (8); $1 cover, $1.50 Sat. 





Too seldom on the nitery scene 
there appears an all-male act that 


Jay 




















freshness, The introduction of a 
number of new tunes gives the act 
its necessary new look. 

Inevitably, with the lifting of 
the “South Pacific” ban, one of the 
hit tunes from the show is includ- 
ed in the bill. Harry Noble has 
conjured up an elegant arrange- 
ment of “Some Enchanted Eve- 
ning,” which they put over in sock 
style. Another newcomer in their 





by Frances King. 

log is “Flamingo,” superbly sung 
Entire show, which includes 

such established faves as “When 

You And I Were Young Maggie | 

Blues” and their “There’s No Busi- | 

ness Like Show Business” is in-| 


fruit of diligent and patient prepa- 
ration. It’s all put over with a hep | 


Noble, of course, is at the key- | 
board throughout the act, and/| 
there is the neatest suggestion of 
additional backgrounding from 
Roberto Taylor’s orch. The Mos- 
chetto outfit serenades the cus- 


Myro. 


telligently paced and bears ok 


degree of showmanship. | 


tomers in between dancing. Cafe | 


table-sitters throughout the room 
and tagging everyone correctly. 
His Mrs. Roosevelt has been ex- 
panded to include a ribtickling 
play on words to win hefty mitts 
and chortles. Short bit on Winston 
Churchill fades for serioso FDR 
speech extolling world peace, 
which gets: ’em. Encores with 


(Continued on page 52) 
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to 
May Johnson and Al Herman 










































« Poll. Small Instrumental Group. cam command attention from all theatrical and night club district . . « 

’ | group, c... eee blandishing excellent facilities, spacious, y 4 
| Mura om patrons with novel ar- 

® CONCERT TOUR WITH | rangements which include orches- 

° x BILLY ECKSTINE He | traletects sans instruments, all % Yohn Bartram Hotel 

e OCT. 12, THRU DEC. 9 i= physical syretions and quick. f 
change artistry in a romp that rates . OCUST STREETS oS 

. | big palming from sven. BROAD AND t 3 
a SHAW ARTISTS CORP., 565 Fifth Ave., New York Quintet — Fr Bixler, Ben Robert Pearce, Resident Monoger 
~~ Thomas Cruz, Bob Garsen, 


Right in the heart of Philadelphia’s 









































Everyone’s Talking About 


UE CARSO 


AMERICA’S YOUNG COMEDIENNE 


Replacing London's Favorite Pat Kirkwood 
as Feminine Lead in 


Val Parnell’s Musical “FANCY FREE” at the 


Prince of Wales Theatre 


Also Just Concluded Four Wonderful Weeks at the 


COLONY AND ASTOR 


LONDON 


Exclusive Management: LOU IRWIN 
London Rep.: LEW & LESLIE GRADE 
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GENERAL ARTATS- CORPORATION Personal Management CLIFFIE STONE 
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= Continued from page 50 
Desert Inn, Las'Vegas | tle, Girl } ont Hi 
brief “What is this word c&lled friade of the gal. dad” 
Hell?” for exit to heavy palms. is another calypso novelty heaping 
Five De Marcos look like sub-|@dd-a-spice lyries into begoff ditty. 
debs. Shora of long black locks|,, Bill Hughes has interesting 
for their recent Metro fling in| “talking crow” ventro act to open. 
“Skirts Ahoy,” they whip up show- Puts life into his feathered friend 
stopping enthusiasm. Harmonious by concealing hand and lip move- 
blend of voices is not the “gone”| ments as he trills bird calls, talks, 
variety but clean and simple as| Whistles tunes. : 
they bounce on with “I’m Late” Arden-Fletcher chicks are; at 
and load layout with ever-building | 04ds throughout both chores with 
tunology. “Pretty Baby” is slow momentous decision of whether to 
and dreamy; “I Love Jeemie” chat-| calcium or to pan with sophisti- 
ters calypso with vivacious Arlene | cated archness, dividing steppers 
as solo. This youngest of the five| half and half. Footwork and arm 
De Marcos, incidentally, has} Motions are in the very familiar 





enough looks, animation and pro-|A-F_ vein previously executed. 
jection to fling her into a single|Holdover “Minstrel” is followed 
for TV—even pix. Further hold|later_ by strangely unseasonal 


springtime rounds entitled “This 
Time of the Year.” Emceer Gene 
Griffin makes handsome addition 
jto proceedings and the Carlton 
Hayes orch accomps_ everything 
with expert musicianship. Will. 


auditors with ballad-style “Over 
the Rainbow,” jump hokum “Lit- 

















Bert Eddie 
STONE and SHINE 





Foy’s, Sherman Oaks 

Sherman Oaks, Cal., Nov. 8. 
Carol Ann Beery, Pat Patrick, 
Michel & Hicky, Stuffy Bryan, 
Charley Foy, Cully Richards, 
Marguerite Padula, Abbey Browne 
Orch (3); no cover or minimum. 









With emphasis on humor again 
- this — cbt a | cea drop- 
n spot, curren ayout moves 
CLUB 14 rapidly along to provide a good 
WILMINGTON, DEL. hour’s entertainment. Brisk trade 

ning Nov. 26 is indicated, with an added lure in 
Carol Ann Berry (adopted daughter 
of the late film character actor, 
Wallace Beery), making her pro 


Now Appearing 


Philadeiphia 
Personal Mgr.—CHUBBY STAFFORD 
Booking Exclusively—NAT SEGALL’S 








KEYNOTE AMUSEMENT AGENCY |1| how. 
WA SaaS” Wa anise” Miss Beery, a personable young 





—'j lady with an easy manner, needs 

















HELD OVER AGAIN 


ARCHIE ROBBINS 


CIRO’S London 





VARIETY 


“Clicko personal hit... 
Non - stop stream of 
rapid fire gagging... 
Has customers rolling 
---All designed to 
evoke the more bois- 
terous type of belly 
laughs...Both with 
his gags and lyrics, 
artist has the room 
with him and registers 
standout hit.” 
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Sth November 1951. 


. Archie Robbins, 
=. Hotel, 
LO IN» 


Dear Archie, 


+ Ciro's 
Your engagement here 8 
has been & delight to all of us. Bn +8 
’ eopened ten years 86% ne 
pep Boy: hearts of the 


+ so captured the 
on Sines and garnered so many laughs es 


you. 


a to 
Our management, I am please 
gay, give you & stending offer to return any 


time you so desire. 
My best to you always 


Sincerely, 
& Q. 


c LONDON. 











Thanks: JERRY ROSEN —HARRY LOWE 





considerable training before she 
gn hope to deve into any sort 

fa nitery name. She’s hampered 
by ‘a small voice;*but displays a 
flair for comedy ‘that should be 
developed. Some. special-material 
comedy songs would help, rather 
than :the current repertoire which 
includes. the bouncy “Shanghai” 
and the ballad “Too Young.” 

Bulk of the comedy chores fall 
to Pat Patrick,.who’s on twice per 
show. Initial stint is as Ercil 
Twing, currently a roamin’ fotog, 
and it draws laughs. Peak merri- 
ment, however, stems from Pat- 
rick’s straight-delivery stuff, a 
monolog of sillies that earns con- 
stant chuckles and frequent belly 
laughs. “Motel” and “Papers from 
Home,” a pair of alleged songs, 
spice the proceedings and win him 
top attention. 

New to the coast is the duo of 
Michel & Hicky whom Foy ballies 
as a “young Van & Schenck.” He’s 
not too far wrong from the style 
standpoint. They clown around, 
work in some close harmony that 
enlivens the song and patter bit 
and look like they could develop 
into strong standard fare with 
more experience. As usual at 
Foy’s, they also take part in the 
blackouts which take care of 
patrons’ desires for bawdyism. 

Foy himself does comparatively 
little, acting only as conferencier. 
Cully Richards is still doing his 
“Valentina” bit and sepia stepper 
Stuffy Bryan adds zing to the pro- 
ceedings with some top terp stuff. 
It’s fast and clever and confined 
to a table-top area to win him 
hefty plaudits. ? 

Abbey Browne’s three-piece orch 
backs the show and caters to those 
who want to crowd onto the tiny 
floor. Between shows, Marguerite 
Padula continues to please with 
song-at-keyboard routines that 
maintains the convivial atmosphere 
which is Foy’s chief stock — 

ap. 


Latin Quarter. N. Y. 
(FOLLOWUP) 

The refurbished Latin Quarter 
show has as much staying power 
as there has ever been in this edi- 
tion, which has been running for 
the better part of a year. Major 
source of strength on this display 
is a pair of imported turns, which 
give speed and color to the pro- 
ceedings. Of the two, the Trio 








Bassi, from France (New Acts), im- 
| presses as one of the most unusual 

risley acts seen hereabouts. Ganjou 
| Bros. & Juanita (4) are also re- 
owe under New Acts. 


Of course, any set of headliners 

| costing less than five figures would 
| have a hard time following Sophie 
Tucker. It’s a tough spot for 
Noonan & Marshall, but they do 
comparatively well here. This duo 
made their Manhattan nitery bow 
at the now defunct La Martinique 
about a year ago. They appear to 
be more at home in the large- 
seaters because of their broad 
brand of comedics. Their stuff is 
still in need of sharp editing. 
Sometimes they belabor a point, 
staying on a single subject for too 
great a time. Their comedy designs 
are basically okay and their satires 
generally well-written and nicely 
performed. A tightening up proc- 
ess would enhance their value here 
considerably, although they got a 
hearty mitt for their -efforts on 
night caught. 
_ Another new item on this show 
_is David Lober & Greb, an Amerti- 
can turn who’ve been working 
abroad for some time. An interest- 
ing duo, their efforts are better 
suited for the arty rather than the 
mass spots. They’re a pair of lithe 
terpers with nifty dance designs. 
They have a lot of cnimation and 
endow their work with a quota of 
charm. They essay various dance 
styles but, as done here, there’s an 
artificial tone to their work, and 
they don’t achieve the maximum 
from their turn. 

Rest of the show is virtually stet. 
The production numbers continue 
to be effective with the Wallen 
Twins pacing most of them. Mme. 
Avilla’s Can Can dancers are a 
lively group; and Jack Kilty bari- 
tones the production numbers ex- 
ceedingly well. Other act is Vadja 
Deloro (New Acts). The Art 
_Waner group backstops, Jose. 








Clover Club, Miami 
Miami, Nov. 8. 

_ Spike Jones’ “Musical Deprecia- 
tion Revue,” with Helen Grayco, 
| George Rock, Freddie Morgan, Sir 
| Frederick Gas, Dick Morgan, Peter 

James, Bill King, LaVerne Pear- 
son, Wayne Marlin Trio, Ruth Fos- 
ter, Joe Siracusa, Paul & Paulette, 
Dick Gardner, Frank Little, Mack 
Pearson, Slickerettes, Bernie 
Jones, Roger Donley, Paul Leu, 
Bill Depew, Joe Colvin, Spike 
Jones’ Orch (14); $3.50 minimum. 


The melange of music, corn, 
slapstick and noise that makes up 
| this Spike Jones audience demor- 

















alizer kept a smart jeafened ith 
oyith 


cred bowing, end deafened 


results adding up to a solid com- 
click. © 


orking at unceasing pace, the 
big troupe grand mmardnaled by 
Jones, doesn’t miss a facet in rais- 
ing risibilities. The tempo set is fast 
and furious from opening. There’s 
the standard array of record hits, 
the on and offing of scantily clad 
femmes for eye appeal, that add to 
the visual comedy effects. Most o 
it naturally is in the sight vein. 

Blending is handled in intelli- 
gent manner, with the work of 
Helen Grayco highly effective in 
a straight song-selling stint, Bill 
King’s comedy juggling and flame- 
torch manipulating garner mitts. 
Comic-magico Peter James earns 
a fine score with a screwy array 
of tricks and stooges. Winds with 
house plant, who comes on for the 
guillotine trick for topper and 
howls. Spot is a bit overlong, but 
overall is standout in the proceed- 
ings. 

Wayne Marlin Trio are another 
sock. Balancing is handled in top 
style, winding with Jones’ involve- 
ment for another rouser. George 
Rock, the plump brass section lad, 
earns laughs with his “My Daddy 
Is A General To Me,” as does Sir 
Frederick Gas in some well plant- 
ed bits of commercial hokum that 
keeps them palming. 

Jones guides the segments in 
smooth and easy fashion through- 
out. Unit adds up as a sock bet for 
the larger niteries that can afford 
the $13,000 weekly nut that goes 
with the nuthouse. That they can 
please either sophisticated or aver- 
age auds is well evidenced here. 
Show is divided into two sections, 
with second show completely new. 
Preem show caught ran some 80 
minutes. Lary. 


Hotel Statler, N. Y. 
(CAFE ROUGE) 
Jimmy Dorsey Orch (16), with 
Sandy Evans, Pat O’Connor; The 
Nocturnes (4); $1.50-$2 covers. 





Picking up where the Ralph 
Flanagan orch left off, the Jimmy 
Dorsey band is set for a six-week 
stand in this room, which has 
gained a considerable following 
among the hep set via policy of 
presenting the top musicrews in 
the business. As one of the vet 
pop maestros remaining in circu 
lation despite the b.o. vicissitudes 
of the past 10 years, J. D. still 
ranks among the best of the dan- 
sapators. 

This is a versatile outfit which 
can purvey sweet or hot styles 


fia reeds-o 





is cone 
fined to the softer rhythms thro: 
the 7 to 9 hey dinner period, Tt 
opens up with the more solid syn- 
younger clientele vfarvten, the 
Clientele t 
sa 4 pessions. . 4: Final 

n cases, the band 

a lucid, melodic line and sr gern 

n-top setup with five 
reed, seven brass and three rh hm 
setup plus J. D.’s own slick pen 
ling on clarinet and sax. Howard 
Sibling’s arrangements get a wide 
range of sound out of this crew 
particularly ‘in the jump numbers 
on which the sidemen swing with 
color and precision. 

Occasional. Dixieland numbers 
are spotted for small combo set- 
ups but, for most part, Dorsey’s 
book comprises standards and the 
top current hits plus a scattering 
of his own Columbia sides such 
as “A Kiss to Build a Dream On” 
and “Young Folks Should Get 
Married.” Among the currents, his 
crew bounces smartly on “Comee 

(Continued on page 54) ' 


JAY MARSHALL 


“Chicago, Chicago 
it’s a Wonderful 
Town." 





Mgt.: MARK J. LEDDY 
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Ooms... 


Excuse me, please ! 


My mistake, 


do back 


I 90 te entertaining in 
niteriet, radio and television 











wonderful cooperation. 


Thanks to the swell gang at GAC for their 
P. S.: Now you can book me! 








Permanent Address: 
SAMMY WALSH, 1255 N. STATE ST., CHICAGO 10, ILL. 
- WHitehall 4-5000 
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AGVA Freezes 
Acts on ANTA 


Henry Dunn, national adminis- 
trative secretary of American 
Guild of Variety Artists, banned 
acts from appearing at the Ameri- 
can National Theatre and Academy 
dinner for dress manufacturer 


Bert Lahr to Head Up 
Macy’s Turkey Day Prom 


Bert Lahr, of “Two on the Aisle,” 
will lead Macy’s annual Thanks- 
giving Parade in N. Y., Nov. 22. 
Other performers lined up for the 
processional include Bill ‘“Hopa- 
long Cassidy” Boyd, Happy Felton, 
and TV’s Howdy Doody and Clara- 
belle. 

There will be 16 floats in this 
year’s march. 





Henry Rosenfeld at the Waldorf- | 
Astoria Hotel, N. Y., Monday (12). | 


Dunn’s view was that inasmuch | 
as ANTA had refused to okay a} 


variety night in the ANTA Series, 
there was no. reason for the union 
to permit gratis entertainment. 
Ready to appear at the ANTA 
function were Billy Daniels, Helen 
Forrest, Joey Adams and Jack 





Carter. Milton Berle was awarded | 


a plaque at the dinner in recogni- 
tion of his past efforts in aiding 
ANTA. 








FOSTER AGENCY, LONDON, 
Presents 





4 
Currently, Master of Ceremonies 


CAFE CONTINENTAL 
Britain's TOP Television Show 


American Rep. WM. MORRIS, AGENCY 
TAVEL-MAROUAN! AGENCY, PARIS 




















CHARACTER JUVENILE 


JAY SEILER 


"ALWAYS SCHEDULED FOR" 
|Week NOV. 14, OLYMPIA, Miami 
AUG. 6, 1953—Not Scheduled 


Direction:—— MAX NOVELLE 
McCONKEY AGENCY 
NEW YORK, N. Y. 
SID PAGE AGENCY 
CHICAGO 


























Vaude, Cafe Dates 
New York 


| Cass Franklin, now teamed with 
Monica Lane, tapped for the Radis- 
son Hotel, Minneapolis, Dec. 13 for 
two weeks. They’re set for a video 
guester on “Star of the Family” 
Dec. 2... Bill Callahan merging 
with the Frazees to form a new 
terp act... Frances Stillman re- 
turned to the Mike Hall flackery 
after a maternity leave ... Wendy 
Waye preems at the Boulevard, 
Forest Hills, L. I., tonight (Wed.). 











Chicago 
| Tower, Kansas City, which 
| dropped vaude after a month try, 
is reported here going back to live 
talent after the first of the vear. 
Theatre will do some remodelling 


and replace marquee which was 
struck down in thunderstorm 


Kenny Milton set for Vine Gar- 
dens Nov. 30...Ginny Scott re- 
peats at Colony Club, Ottumwa, 
Iowa, Nov. 15...Martin Barnett at 
| Tic-Toc, Milwaukee Nov 17... Kit- 
ijty Kallen into Raddison Hote], 
Minneapolis, Nov. 15...Blackstone 
| has a week at Lyric, Indianapolis, 
|Nov. 29...Kay Thompson & the 
| Williams Bros. return to Las Vegas 
Nov. 15 and then fiy east to Town 
| Casino engagmene in Buffalo, Dec. 
3...Step Bros return to this coun- 
| try Dec. 15 and are set for the 
Paramount, N. Y., Xmas show.. 

Merriel. Abbott has inked Evelyn 





Knight for the Palmer House Jan. | 


|9, with Billy DeWolfe and Mar- 
|garet Phelan due in February. 

| Jimmy Savo opens at Bellerive, 
Kansas City, Nov. 30...Don Cor- 
| nell goes into Four Dukes, Detroit, 
{Dec. 12...April Stevens and Guy 


Oriental...Sammy Shore 
over at Prevue, New 


held 
Orleans 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., Nov. 13. 

A bow to Mose LaFountain, boni- 
face of Durgan’s nitery and the 
Birches Rendezvous, for sending 
his orch and floorshow :to enter- 
tain the Variety Clubs’ hospital 
patients; included were Sonny 
Woodley with Jo-Jo Henderson and 
Jet Johnson and Kay & Aldrick. 
Patients “went wild” over this first 
all-flesh show of the season, and 
| first in too long a time. 
| Tillie (RKO) Astrow finally 
ithe jackpot, rating a top 
| with an all-clear to go 
N. Y. 

The John Brennans (she’s Peggy 
Burke, a Roxyette) in from Fort 
Lee, N. J., to chat with Audrey 
Lumpkin, whose progress is a 
special item. 

Larry Doyle, former baseball 
star of the old N. Y. Giants, in 
from Trudeau sanatorium to hand 
the gang a mess of past baseball 
dope; ditto James McCahill of the 
Study & Craft Guild vocational 
department. 


Write to those who are ill. 


Fold of Cincy Gayety, 
Last Roadshow Outlet, 
Sorrows Local Press 


a. > ‘ 
Cincinnati, Nov. 13. 
Light biz and heavy nut, notably 
| for musivians, stagehands and pro 
| jectionists, were blamed by Clam- 





F 


hit 
clinic 
home to 








jage & Jacobs, Detroit burlesque 
| operators, for sudden blackout 
| Wednesday (7) of the 1,100-seat ; 


Gayety. Folding came at end of 
10th week of current seascn. House 
had a 32-week season for 1950-51. 
Card workers included seven mu- 
|sicians, five deckhands and two 
|boothmen. Management is reported 
| to be seeking a payroll shaving and 
| hopes to discuss the matter at a 
| meeting here soon with union reps. 








| Closing was lamented editorially 
| by the Enquirer and Times-Star. 
| Both papers pointed out that the 
|shuttering leaves Cincy without 
road shows, the Shuberts having 


' wage hike demands of musicians, 
'stagehands and treasurers. 


AGVA Gives Nod to Colgate Sun. TV 
Enriching Welfare Fund 106 Per 


The American Guild of Variety | a clause which calls for $50,000 


Artists has finally approved a video ype Mes pei yete. if Vid nee 
is to get an option for a secon 

show under its tag to start Dec. 2 |year. Originally, Vid Pac wanted 
on NBC as part of the Colgate|, 10-year option. 

Sunday night series. There will be | First show will haye Bob Hope. 
a minimum of five shots. Okay | Georgie Price, union’s prexy, will 
came after a session of the union’s| probably emcee, although deal 
| executive board yesterday (Tues.).| hasn’t been set as yet. Hope will 
Some board members challenged | get no fee, but sponsor will pay 
the right of the network and Col-| $40,000 for each show of which 
| gate to make the announcement /| $10,000 goes into union’s kitty, 
on the sponsor’s “All Star Revue”| Other toppers will under 
| Sunday (11) before the exec board same arrangement. 


had given its final consent. , : . ‘ible 
Another objection was that | Union itself 3 no sespons 

AGVA Coast attorney Morton Har- | for securing guest stars, although 

it’s understood that it will coop- 


per is one of the trio of stock- 
erate in that direction. 


holders in Vid Pac, a packaging 


firm which made the AGVA deal 
Currently 


with Colgate and NBC. | 
Harper was originally personal | 
EMPIRE THEATRE 
NEWCASTLE, ENGLAND 


attorney for Eddie Rio, AGVA| 

Coast regional director, and was | 
Represented By 
EDDIE ELKORT 


then brought into the union. About | 
LEW and LESLIE GRADE, LTD. 


a year ago, Harper and Rio came | 
to New York to sell AGVA the 

250 W. 57th St. 235 Regent St. 

New York tendon, WI 








work 














idea of a video package, but the | 
board objected to that deal be-| 
cause Rio was to have gotten an 
additional salary as part of the, 
tele firm. Selling rights to the 
AGVA package were awarded to! 
Lou Goldberg (Ted Mack Amateur | 
Hour) for $200 weekly. 

Contract provides for the union | 
to get $10,000 per show for its | 
welfare fund. AGVA insisted on 

















Mark Stevens Taken 
Under Spike’s Wing | 
Filmster Mark Stevens has 
signed a personal management con- 
tract with Leonard Romm of Arena 
Stars, Inc., for three years. 
Stevens will do a picture in Eng- 


land and upon returning to the 
U. S. will embark on a tour with 











failed to book anything here for the |the Flamingo, Las Vegas; Sham- 
| Mitchell inked for Nov. 29 bill at| current season after refusing 10% | rock 


the Four of Us, a vocal group. 
Stevens recently played. dates at 


MUSIC BOX 


Boston, Mass. 


Hotel, Houston, 
Golden Hotel, Reno. 


Arena Stars is Spike Jones’ firm. 


and the 
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HERB CAEN 








JUDY GARLAND 


MORGAN HOWARD You're the Greatest 
KENNETH HOPKINS For Those Sensational Hats 


SAN FRANCISCO— 

DRIFT IN......... For 19 Wonderful Months of Fun 
BAR OF MUSIC..... For a Terrific Engagement 
BLUE ANGEL 


and All the Wonderful People Who Have Been 








.’, For the Thrill of a Life Time 
SOL SCHWARTZ ....For the Palace Engagement 


For Doing Such a Great Job 
Towards Our Success 


Se Wonderful 
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DOODLES 
SPIDE 


* * a” * 
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“Two Guys with a Record” 


CURRENTLY 








PALACE, New York 


@ January 14, 1952 — COLONY and ASTOR, London 


@ April, 1952 — BAR OF MUSIC, Los Angeles 


Exclusive Management: WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 














| 


—2%, 








54 VAUBEVILLE 


VARIETY 








Hotel Statler, N. Y. 
On-A My House” and moves 
smoothly on such ballads as “Too 
Young.” - 

Band vocalists Pat O’Connor and 
Sandy Evans prove to be marked 
assets on the mike assignments. 
Evans registers as a particularly 
effective crooner with excellent 
pipes and ingratiating deportment. 
Miss O’Connor also scores on bal- 
lad and rhythm tunes and the boy- 
girl duets add variety to the 
vocalizing. 

The Nocturnes, vocal and instru- 


mental quartet, do a neat job of 
dance 
in alternating on the 


providing a variety of 
rhythms 
bandstand with the Dorsey crew. 


Herm. 


Thunderbird, Las Vegas 


Las Vegas, Nov. 8. 
Peggy Lee, Mickey Shaughnessy 
Johnny O’Brien, 
Dansations (7), Normandie Boys 
Jimmy Rowles, Joe Mondragon 
Bob Richman, 
(10); no cover, no minimum. 





Song-whispers of beauteous Peg- 


gy Lee along with Gaelic gregari 


ousness of Mickey Shaughnessy 
will be more than adequate lure for 


Night Club: Reviews 


Continued from page 52 
peasino traffic during next two 


Kathryn Duffy 


Dick Peirce Orch 





frames. 


Gowned exquisitely, with silver 
tresses coiffed almost too severe, 
Miss Lee piles her songwares with 
moodful content and know-how of 
the jazz beat. From “You, Won- 
derful You,” the North Dakota 
thrush modulates into “Where Or 
When.” Rocks in great tempo with 
“Them There Eyes,” and throttles | 
down to a terrif “Something Won-| 
derful.” Knowing the how and| 





fave from Benny Goodman days, | 
“Why Don’t You Do Right?” In| 
“Try a Little Tenderness” she} 
gives out with decibels barely | 
registering, but with plenty of| 
feeling. ‘Lover’ receives most 
unusual treatment. Miss Lee sets 
up electrifying samba beat with 
her own trio aiding the Peirce| 
orchsters in the frantic, incessant 
sesh. “Glad to Be Unhappy” is 
muted, picked-.up by jumpy “All 
of Me.” Way with folk ballad is 
shown in “Riddle Song.” 
Check-grabbers are by now 
shouting for her “Manana,” and 
receive the ditty in full measure 
-| for sock windup. Miss Lee has ob- 
viously spent a great deal of time 
since her previous sojourn here in 











prepping a different stanza. The 











Columbia Records 


KEN 


GRIFFIN 


CURRENTLY 
STARDUST ROOM 
Cleveland, Ohio 
Direction: MILO STELT 


Mutual Entertainment Agency 
203 N. Wabash, Chicago 1. Ill. 


whole 30 minutes flows nicely, 
with lighting effects tossed in for 
noteworthy results. 

Mickey Shaugnessy in Vegas 
preem gives forth an aura of rib- 
tickling Irish loquacity. He’s a 
master dialectician, particularly in 
Gaelic and Yiddish stories, aided 
by expressive phiz. “Father Mur- 





no cover, no minimum. 


in its own quiet chi-chi manner, 
been an’ important showcase for 
musical talent. The area’s role in 
music has recently been empha- 
sized by the Embers, which has 
been using name musical combos 
with great success. 


Jicky Club early this season and 


why of “blues” lets her rock with | ™ 


Cafe Albert, N. Y. 
Cy Walter, Johnny Smith Trio; 


_ 
New York’s: upper eastside has, 


The Cafe Albert is now continu- 
ing that role. Spot opened as the 





since has been taken over by | 


| Joseph Brody, who also operates | 


a University Place edition of the | 
Albert, although sans entertain- | 


should attract an uppercrust clien- 
tele here. Cy Walter has been a 
fixture at many of the carriage 
trade intimeries. 
style of pianistics based on musi- 
comedy tunes. His treatments are 
carefully tailored and_ stylized. 
There’s considerable brightness 
surrounding his efforts and he gets 
a happy set of listeners throughout 
his turn. 

The Johnny Smith Trio, with 
Smith leading from the guitar, pro- 
vides a contrasting mood. Smith 
weaves some imaginative string 
patterns to give the place a deeper 
atmosphere. There are some torchy 
overtones to his offerings and his 
musical views are just right for 
the late rooms. He’s backed by a 
bass and a Grim, both of which 
are careful to augment the mood 
created by the leader. This trio 
could be an important draw for 
the early ayem trade. Jose. 


5 O°Cleck, Miami Beach 
Miami Beach, Nov. 11. 
Beatrice Kay, with Sylvan Green; 





hy and Rabbi Cohen” tale is a 
oney, and followup “Mary Anne 
O’Shea” is gleefully bleated with 
bantering lyrics. Has a powerful 
set of tenor pipes which scarcely 
have to be amplified. 

Closing sketch, slightly reminis- 
cent of the Jackie Miles routine on 
Autry, shows comic’s _ pliability 
with characterizations of small fry 
watching a film of their Saturday 
afternoon idol. 

Kathryn Duffy Dansations are 
ambitious in  routining three 
choreos, but results are not up to 
previous standards either in ter- 
pery or costuming. Emcee Johnny 
O’Brien gets a chance to unloose 





Vocal assists from Normandie 














Boys aid all choraling nicely. 





JACK DENTON 


WORLD'S GREATEST COMEDIAN 


(Except in Front of Hanson's) 
c/o IRVING CHARNOFF 














Peggy Lee’s musical combo, con- 
sisting of 88er Jimmy Rowles, 
bassist Joe Mondragon and d.um- 
mer Bob Richman are top tooters 
from L. A. Local 47. Trio has been 
on many Capitol disk dates with 
\the thrush, and augments Dick 
Peirce house band with fine 
touches. Will. 

















his tenor voice box with brace of | 
old tunes to accredit himself well. 


| Jackie Kannon & Co., Mavis Mims, 


Len Dawson Orch; $2.50 minimum. 





Teeoff of winter run (pre-return 
of Martha Raye on the 22d) for 
this mid-Beach spot was okay, with 
biz healthy, thanks to a well-bal- 
anced lineup that fits the intime 
confines of this room, plus Beatrice 
Kay draw. 

In Miss Kay, the area is viewing 
a comparatively new face, the vet 
radio and vaude-cafe performer 
never having appeared in this re- 
| sort, which has played practically 
every top cafe attraction. She fills 
the topline billing admirably, 
working in assured and sock man- 
ner to win them from walkon, 
“This Is*It,” a special, then medley 
of platter hits with accent on the 
fev 90s” theme she is linked 
with. 


Roll.” For encores, it’s 


boygan.” 
Assured delivery, 























JUST CONCLUDING EIGHT WEEKS 


MAYFAIR ROOM, BLACKSTONE HOTEL, CHICAGO 


Opening NICOLLET HO 


Repeat Engagement 
ROOSEVELT 
HOTEL 


New Orleans 
Dec. 13 





QO 


CONSOLO a MELBA 


Management: Al BORDE, 203 N. Wabash Ave., Chicago 





TEL, Minneapolis, Nov. 26 









Repeat Engagement 
EDDY'S 


Kansas City 
Jan. 18, 1952 








ent. } Rar 
The Albert has two turns that | Laine's 


He has a literate | aS a comer, 


Follows with “I’m Just Wild 
About Harry” along same lines, “I 
Wonder Who’s Kissing Her Now,” 
with aud participash, and “Oceanic 
“Molas- 
ses,” “Robert E. Lee” and “She- 


interim-com- 
edy patter (which garners laughs), 
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smoothly integrated routines and 


pace add to a begoff for the vola-| solo licks on the fl 


tile songstress. Sylvan Green’s ac- 
comps and straighting on some 
segments are aptly handled. , 
New comedy face here is Jackie 
Kannon. Lad has a Danny Thomas 
quality both in looks and timing. 
At moment he doesn’t match that 
with array of special material, but 
overall shows potentialities via a 
well paced delivery and adept 
handling of listeners. Offers a 
melange of waggery that sounds 
mostly new, and where familiar, 
contains fresh angles to - make 
them sound original. ; 
Vocally, Kannon works a tune in 
full and good, style, with his take- 
off on a special (twist on Frankie 
“Wild Goose”) garnering 
him optimum returns. Brings on 
eye-catching blonde for a comedy 
bit that adds to potency. Impresses 
though 
more material tailored to a talent 
that can handle lines and song- 
alogs. ; 
Teeoff spot is a zingy one with 
ace terps and spins of Mavis Mims. 
Trim terpstress, working on a 
rather confined stage; still manages 
to work out those gasp-bringing 
spins for sock returns. Visually 
appealing, she adds up as a video 
bet. 
Len Dawson orch tops on the 
showbacks and fills the floor for 
the dansapation. Lary. 





Southern Mansion, K. C. 
Kansas City, Nov. 7. 

Mary Small, Owen &- Murray, 

Billy Williams’ Orch (8); $1 cover. 





Songs and comedy fill the bill 
at the Mansion for the current 
fortnight, adding up to a likeable 
entertainment bulging 35 min- 
utes. Downtown spot has another 
newcomer to K. C. in Mary Small, 
the diminutive songstress, whose 
name has some marquee value here 
because of her King label platters, 
radio and TV work. 


Handling the m.c. assignment 
with his usual smoothness, orch- 
ster Billy Williams hands the open- 
ing spot to Miss Small, who gives 
verve and energy to her warbling 
of “You Can’t Take It with You.” 
For a number in the popular vein 
her “Because of You” is in more 
dramatic fashion with a generous 
and response. Turning to the ‘Miss 
Liberty” score, she chirps a lively 
“Only for Americans.” Best work 
of the evening is her full-voiced 
version of a new number, “River, 
Git A-Rollin’,”’ penned by hubby 
Vic Mizzy. She draws solid response 
for that one, and winds her stint 
with a more frivolous “Old and 
Wealthy,” another original. 


On the comedy side, show offers 
Owen & Murray, tenor-baritone 
team with latter also at keyboard. 
Their forte is songs and patter of 
their own origination, leaning to 
parody and satire, and treating all 
lightly. “Women” proves to be a bit 
on the sly side, and “Better Than 
Taking in Washing” explains their 
penchant for nitery work. “Pasquale 
Spigoni” is a takeoff on_ the 
Fighting Irish and other Saturday’s 
heroes, with tongue-in-cheek ap- 
proach. 


“No Special Material” gives the 
patrons the opposite of what the 
name implies, while “Dear Old 
Scravenata” pokes fun at alma 
maters and football anthems. Work 
is deftly done, shows several 
flashes of cleverness and is gen- 
erally well received. Quin. 


Cafe Society, D’t’n, N.Y. 

Art Tatum with Slam Stewart 
(3); Sylvia Miles, Larry Johnson, 
Claude Hopkins Orch (4); $4 mini- 
mum, no cover. 











Current lure at this Greenwich 
Village caravanserie which show- 
cases mostly sepian names, is piano 
stylist Art Tatum with his bass- 


sensitive grimaces and the flying 
fingers essayed six numbers when 
caught, but he could probably do 
two dozen straight through for the 
ringsiders. The work is lished 
and facile, with plenty of invisible 
perspiration behind the stanza. 
Whether hot or luke, this trio’s in 
there pitching with fine interlock- 
ing of instrumentation and overall 
authority. 
, Tatum’s punctuation is cemented 

via the sterling treatment given by 
bass fiddler Slam Stewart and 
guitarist Everett Barksdale. Stew- 
art is almost a show in himself on 
bow and self-assisting hum. Here, 
too, the facialistics are part of the 
gimmick. 
, These gents are no pyrotechni- 

cians, the end result being achieved 
through general smoothness rather 
than peaks and valleys on the 
sounding board. The repertoire is 
checkered and all-taste encompass- 
ing, with “Tenderly,” “Soft 
Winds,” “The Man I Love,” “Just 
| One of Those Things,” “Out of 
|Nowhere” and “Flying Home.” 
Show gets off its 45-minuter 





guitar backing. The 88er with the’ 


piano). The bass and sax get large 
oor, sometimes 


with gibberish vocal, but the big 


inning spots the drummer. If 
low ceiling were an inch a ae 
lower, the jaint would reverberate 
It inet ay anyway. ; 
arry Johnson emcees and wo 
oClaee ere. organ, doing a iy 
e Lune” in shar 
to the drum orgy. eames 
Sylvia Miles, comedienne, the 
only non-Negro on the layout, is 
under New Acts. Hopkins’ crew 
supplies the customer terps. Trau, 





Sun. Pix for Aussie Ozoner 


Sydney, Oct. 30. 
Ken Cook, who operates th 
PS , e 
King’s Cross 300-seater, and who 
started a row with the independent 


he can use |¢xhibitors through introducing Sab- 


bath pix, has hit the headlines 
again by spotting a Sunday policy 
at his new drive-in at Bondi Beach 
near here. First film was “The Bar- 
ber of Seville,” with Cook getting 
his Sabbath product through for- 
eign film importer Nat Scheinwald. 
Sabbath ozoner idea looks like 
clicking here. 
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AND_HIS WIRE/ 


Just Closing Fortnight’s Run at 


BLINSTRUB’S VILLAGE 
BOSTON, MASS. 
Direction: SAM RAUCH 
ROXY THEATRE, New York 


2 = DOLINOFFS 


and Raya Sisters 
"DANCING DOLL-USIONS” 
Currently 
PENN THEATRE 
Wilkes-Barre, Penn. 
Return Engagement .November 25th 
Ed Sullivan's “Toast of the Town" 
Personal Management 
THE WILSON AGENCY 
Phil GRAE—Phil COSCIA 
1501 Broadway, N. Y. C. a 


























CGMEDY MATERIAL 


For All Branches of Theatricals 
BILLY 


c.asows FUN-MASTER 
‘THE ORIGINAL SHOW BIZ GAG FILE’ 
@ Nos. I thru 35 @ $1.00 each a 
Seid in Sequence Only) 
SPECIAL—FIRST 13 FILES FOR $10 
ALL 35 FILES FOR ONLY $25 
@ 3 Bks. PARODIES. ad book $10 @ 
@ MINSTREL BUDGE 3 $25 @ 
@ 4 BLACKOUT .BKS., ea. bk $25 © 
HOW TO MASTER THE CEREMONIES 
(reissue), $3.00 
GIANT CLASSIFIED ENCYCLOPEDIA 
OF GAGS, $300. Worth over a thousand. 
NO C.0.D.’S 
PAULA SMITH 
200 W. 54 St.. New York 19 Dept. ¥ 
Circle 7-1130 


“THE COMEDIAN” 


Fun-Master's Monthly Gag File 
(Not a magazine) $10 per year 
For $20, first 12 issues (reguiar price $12) 
plus current issues thru Ne. 16 with remaining 
6 monthly issues te follow as released. 














PAULA SMITH: 








(Address above) 


WHEN IN BOSTON 
H's the 


HOTEL AVERY 


Avery & Washington Sts. 
The Home of Show Folk 








Thanks, Joe Daniels, for nine very 
successful weeks in the Northwest. 


Lois Lee 


efor HELD OVER 
WHITE CENTER CLUB 
Seattie, Wash. 











COMEDY ROUTINES 


and Burlesque 


“A Vol. of Acts and Cracks” 
15 Mins. of Cross-Fire Material 
1S Mins. of Swift-Moving: Satire 

Alt For $3 


A. GUY VISK 


Writing Enterprises 








with the Claude Hopkins: group 
( ' bass, sax, with maestro at 


* 42 Liberty'Stteet © = Troy‘ NH. ¥- 
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NEW YO 
Music Hi 
Olga Suar 
Michael M 
Les Diabo 
Tony Star 
Dick Stew 
Rockettes 
Corps de 
Sym Orch 
Palace 
Judy Garl. 
Smith & I 
Max Bygr: 
G & F Sz 
Doodles & 
Cristianis 
8 Boy Frie 
Paramout 
Rosemary 
Myron Col 
Bobby By! 
Stan Fishe 
Tip Tap & 
Roxy 
Xavier Cu 
Abbe Lang 
Los Barra 
El Gringo 
Dulcina 
Otto Boliv 
George L« 
George Co 
CHIC. 
Chicago 
Lauritz M 
Barretts 
Sharkey tl! 
Jay Marsh 
Orienta! 
Gordon M 
Gene Shel 
Jesse, Jam 
Cornell 
Sherman I 
Regal 
Buddy De 
Ore 
Savannah | 
Striders 
Eddie Hay 
Moke & P 
Bobby Ep) 


CHRISTC 
Royal 
Joyce Grs 
Alison Lee 
Lynne Gol 
Henry Dan 
Rex Reid 
Leon Kells 
Aina Ree 
Atvid Fibi; 
Corps de 
MELBO 
Tivoli 
Roger Ray 
Donald No 
Marquis & 
Wally Boa 
Rosita & J 
Pan Yen 17 
3 Glens 
Celebrity | 
Dancing B 
Tivoli Ball 
SYD 
Empire 
Jon Pertw 
Guus Brox 
Los Trian 


AST 
Hippodros 
Sandy Poy 
Kay White 


ob Andre 
Gold & Co 
Norman M 
Joanne Da 
Pamola W; 
Reg Moore 
Hazel Dor! 
8 Regent 
BIRMIN 


Palace 
Harry Secy 
T Fayne & 
Harry Dav 
Joan Rho« 
3 Rethlez 
Janet Bro 
Leslie Rar 
Cooper Ty 
Gwenda W 

Boscc 
Hippodron 
M & A Ds 
Bayes & G 
B& B Bn 
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ay Bros 
Les Sincla 





Joe Stein 
Louis Hayc 
Max Carol 
Fred Sloar 
Reggie Ra 
umarte 
Tih-Boutt 
BRis’ 
Empire 
Phil Strick 


Michael W 
Jean Brad. 
red Renvw 
Olga Sand 
emarr By 
Frankson 
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VARIETY 











VARIETY BILLS 


WEEK OF NOVEMBER 14 





Numerais in connection with bills below indicate opening day of show 
whether full or split week 
Letter in parentheses indicates circuit. (FM) Fanchon Marco; (1) independent; 
(L) Loew; (M) Moss; (P) Paramount; (R) RKO; (S) Stoll; (T) Tivoli: (W) Warner; 
(WR) Walter Reade 








NEW YORK CITY 
Music Hall (1) 15 
Olga Suarez 
Michael Maule 

Les Diaboras 

Tony Starman 


Dick Stewart 

Rockettes 

Corps de Ballet 

Sym Orch 
Palace (R) 13 

Judy Garland 


Smith & Dale 
Max Bygraves 

G & F Szony 
Doodles & Spider 
Cristianis 

8 Boy Friends 
Paramount (P) 14 
Rosemary Clooney 
Myron Cohen 
Bobby Byrne Orc 
Stan Fisher 

Tip Tap & Toe 


Roxy (i) 13 
Xavier Cugat Ore 
Abbe Lane 
Los Barrancos 
El Gringo 
Dulcina 
Otto Bolivar 
George Lopez 
George Conley 

CHICAGO 


Chicago (P) 16 

Lauritz Melchior 

Barretts 

Sharkey the Seal 

Jay Marshall 
Oriental (i) 15 

Gordon MacRae 

Gene Sheldon 

Jesse, James & 
Cornell 

Sherman Hayes Ore 
Regal (P) 16 

Buddy De Franco 
Ore 

Savannah Churchill 

Striders 

Eddie Haywood 3 

Moke & Poke 

Bobby Ephraim 


Sammy Himes Co 
FULTON (KY) 
Fulton (P) 21 only 
Asylum of Horrors 
LYNN (MASS) 
Waldorf (W) 20 only 
Asylum of Horrors 
NEW BRITAIN 


Strand (W) 16 only 
Garde (W) 17 only 
Asylum of Horrors 
NORWICH (Conn) 
Palace (W) 15 only 
Asylum of Horrors 
SHREVEPORT (La) 
Strand (P) 16 only 
Asylum of Horrors 
TEXARKANA (Tex) 
Paramount (P) 17 
only 


Asylum of Horrors 
VICKSBURG (Miss) 
Sangor (P) 14 only 


Bonelli Family 
Al Gordon’s Dogs 
Launer Twins 
Hank Semon 
Miss Marsha 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (L) 14 
Debbie Reynolds 
Carlton Carpenter 
Dean Murphy 
Albins 
Los Gatos 
Howard (i) 16 
Dominoes 
Machito Ore 
Buck & Bubbles 
Johnny Hartman 
Spo De O Dee 
G Wiltshire & 
V_ Harris 
WILLIAMANTIC 





(Conn) 
Capitol (W) 14 only 
Asylum of Horrors 


AUSTRALIA 


CHRISTCHURCH 

Royal (i) 12 

Joyce Graeme 

Alison Lee 

Lynne Golding 

Henry Danton 

Rex Reid 

Leon Kellaway 

Aina Reege 

Atvid Fibigs 

Corps de Ballet 
MELBOURNE 
Tivoli (i) 12 

Roger Ray 

Donald Novis 

Marquis & Family 

Wally Boag 

Rosita & Alexander 

Pan Yen Tp 

3 Glens 

Celebrity Singers 

a. Boys 

Tivoli Ballet 

SYDNEY 


Guus Brox & Myrna 
Los Trianas 





3 Carsony Bros 
Tipsy & Brow 
Bobhy Limb 
Alan Clive 

Evy & Everto 
Moskani 

Sigrita 

Babs Mackinnon 
Moira Claux 
Horrie Dargie (4) 
Celebrity Singers, 
Les Models 
Les Debonaires 
Tivoli Ballet 


Tivoli () 12 
Armand Perren 
Marion Davies 
3 Fayes 
Devine & Kin 
Gerd Bjornsta 
Chribi 
Marika Saary 
Philip Tappin 
Wim de Jong 
Jacques Cartaux 
Jimmy Elder 
Joe Whitehouse 
Cissy Trenholm 
Terry Scanlon 


BRITAIN 


ASTON 

Hippodrome (i) 12 

Sandy Powell 

Kay White 

Bert Mirfin 

Bob Andrews 

Gold & Cordell 

Norman Meadows 

Joanne Davison 

Pamola Wardell 

Reg Moore 

Hazel Dorling 

8 Regent Ladies 
BIRMINGHAM 


Wilson Keppel & 
Betty P 


A & L Ward 
Kathleen Moody 

3 Romano Bros 
Billy Thorburn 
Arnley & Gloria 


Palace (1) 12 
Harry Secombe 
T Fayne & D Evans 
Harry Dawson 
Joan Rhodes 
3 Rethlez 
Janet Brown 
Leslie Randall 
Cooper Twins 
Gwenda Wilkin 
BOSCOMBE 
Hippodrome (1) 12 
k 4 Grain 
ayes a er 
B& BB 


Romano Lovlies 
BRIGHTON 
Hippodreme (M) 12 

Joe Stein 

Louis Hayden 

Max Carole 

red Sloan 

Reggie Radcliffe 

Dumarte & Denzer 

Tih-Boult 

BRISTOL 

Empire (i) 12 

val Strickland 


Tom Banny 
Archie Hertnell 
Michael Wayne 
Jean Bradford 
red Renwick 
Olga Sanderson 
Lemarr Bros 
* ie 

au. ls 

BRIXto 

Empress (1) 12 

Bartlett & Ross 
Ford & Sheen 
Pierre Zampa 
Keugias Harris 
‘enne Lucas 
Eddie Helme 


lies 
CARDIFE 
New (S) 12 
Roy Barbour 
A Shires & Joanna 


Fraser-Hayes 4 
Barbour, Bros, 





Jack Hayes 

Bunty St Clare 
Frances White 
anes Girls 


Hi pelts 12 
Pp rome 

Don Saunders 
George Cameron 
Joyce Randall 


Dorothy Squires 


Walthon & Dorriane 
Norman Evans 
Stuart & os 
Dagmar & Rell 

Palace (i) 12 
Jerry Verno 


yf Harcourt 
FINSBURY PARK 
Empire (M) 12 
Vie Oliver 
Peter Cavangh 
Henri Vadden Girls 
Maureen Power 
Les Raynor & Betty 
I & S Davis 
Gavin Doyle 
Ernie Broo 
Girl Friends 
Dorothy Sylvia & 
une 
GLASGOW 
Empire (M) 12 
Rando 
Hellyos 
Betty Driver 
Rob Murray 
Len Youn 
Hg ros 


Lest “ Sh & 
er Sharpe & Iris 
Edorics 


Freddie Brent 
Gordon B’way Girls 
HA Ne 


Paul Carpente 

a n 

Helen Ward 4 
ren Greer 





er 

Bennett & Pearse 
LEICESTER 
Palace ($) 12 

Ben, Wrigley 


; 


| Whitney & David 





Beyal Kiltie Jrs Parisian Models 


2 Kellys SHEFFIELD 

Donna Mareska Empire (M) 12 

2 Arvings Morecambe & Wise 

Dick Thorpe Dr Crock & 

Joy Dexter Crackpots 

Dale Rogers Flack & Lucas 

Flo Whitely Girls Afrique 
LIVERPOOL Billy Danvers 


Empire (M) 12 
Joseph Locke 
Maureen Rose 
Helga Barry 
Bernard Miles 
Jose Moreno Co 
C Warren & Jean 
Roger Carne 


Suzette Tarri 

2 Nadias 

SHEPHERDS BUSH 
Empire (S) 12 

5 Smith Bros 

Winifred Atwell 

Freddie Sales 


2 L 4 Whirlwinds 

.., gy Ba 

PP oan talk Avril & Irene 
Ppodrome (S) 12 | SUNDERLAND 

oe Dy: a Empire (M) 12 

Dick James Reg Dixon 


Hajos & Surany 
Victor Seaforth 
Arthur Askey 
Richman & Jackson 
Bobby Wotherspoon 
Peggy Widing 
Penelo & Cedric 
John Joyce Girls 
Corps de Ballet 
WALTHAMSTOW 
Palace (i) 12 
Dan Young 
Len Childs & Mollie 
R Taylor & J Gray 


Len Marten 

Beryl Reid 

T & P Shamva 

Yale & Diane 

Tune in Lovlies 
NORWICH 

Hippodrome (i) 12 

Billy Whittaker 

Mimi Law 

Eric Marsh 

Gail Harvey 

Jack Leonard 

Gardiner & Baxter 

Windmill Follies 
b 


Debs June Scott 
NOTTINGHAM 2 Windsors ' 
Empire (M) 12 Continental Lovlies | 
Curzon 3 WOLVERHAMPTON | 
B & A Pearson Hippodrome (i) 12 
Yolandas Norman Harper 
Gali Gali Joe Lawman 


Nixon & Dixon 
Billy Russell 
George Bolton 
Victor Julian Pets 
3 Adairs 
PORTSMOUTH 
Royal (M) 12 
Charlie Chester 
Fred Ferrari 
Henry Lytton 


Desmond & Marks 

Miriam Pearse 

N & B Bridges 

M & S Davies 

Neville Williams 

New Embassy Girls 
WOOD GREEN 
Empire (S) 12 

Nat Mills & Bobbie 

Elia Shields 


Edna Fryer Billy West Co 
Eric Grier Ken Morris 
Harry Richards Mongadors 
Downey & Daye 2 Pirates 
Cassandras Eddie Arnold 
Max Geldray Seaton O’De 
Gordon Ray Girls | Skating Colorados 

SCUNTHOPE 

Savoy (i) 12 Empire (i) 12 
Sam Kern Bobbie Kimber 
Peggy —? Adrian & Spero 
De Young Terries Juves 

Desiree Low & Webster 


Terry Moore 
Dunn & Grand 
Gaye & Van 


Terry Ejilson 
Olga Varona 
Joe Aster & Rene 


CANADA 


EAST HAMPTON 
Granada (i) 12 

Mongadors 

Charles Hague 





Don & Jose 
Johnny King 

Craig & Voyle 
Mme Truzzi & Pets 


Cabaret Bills | 


NEW YORK CITY 


Birdiané Federico Rey & 
Johnny Hartman Pilar Gomez 
oa a Mark Monte Ore 











ve Angel Dick LaSalle Ore 
Stan Freeman Hotel Roosevelt 
Kaye Ballard Guy Lombardo Orc 


Betty George 


otel St. Regis 
Doodles & Spider 


Margaret Phelan 
Milt S$ c 


Bart Howard Shaw Or 
die & Rack Horace Diaz Ore 
Stuart Ross Hotel Statier 
Larkin Trio immy Dorsey Orc 
Bon Soir Hotel Ta 


Jimmy Daniels Vincent Lopez Ore 


Hotel Warwick 


Norene Tate Jose Poniera 
Cafe Society Terri Stevens 
Art Tatum Page Morton 


Sylvia Miles 
Larry Johnson 
mm nskin 


Latin Quarter 
Noonan & Marshall 


Trio Bassi 
Cliff Jeckson Jack Kilty 
Celebr Ganjou Bros & 
piece Bina sitet Juanita 
reddie Stewa ° 
ee nell Beverly Richards 


Wallen Twins 
Can Can Ders 
Art Waner Ore 
Le Vie En Rose 
Pearl Bailey 
Ernie Warren Orc 
Harry Rosenthal O 
Le Ruban Biev 


Napoleon Reed 
hateau Madrid 
Fecundo Rivera 
Alonso Orc 
Copacabana 
Carmen Miranda 
Larry Storch 


Ted Norman Ellen Hanle 
Dale Nunna Ronnie Graham 
Durso Orc 3 s 
F Alvarez Ore Julius Monk 
El Chice Norman Paris 3 
Rosita Rios Leon & Eddie's 
Emilio Escudero Eddie Davis 
Victoria Barcelo Libby Dean 
Jose Amaya Al ~ 7 
Ramon Torres Ore | Carmen Montoya 
mbers The Rogers 
Wilson 4 Little Club 
arvaas Fields 3 Sonny Kendis Ore 
Glided Cage No. 1 Fifth Ave 
Ben Blue Bob Downey 
Lorna Lynn Harold Fonville 
Clara Cedrone Hazel Webster 
Ernest Saracino Old Knick 
Sid Slate “Bill's Belles” 
Line Sammy Smith 
Calvin Holt Dolly Lawson 
Ron Rogers Dick Diana 


Leonard Kobric Orc Old Roumanian 
Habibi die Banks 


Sa 


Irving Grossman Milt Ross 
Dinah Goldberg Florence Zamora 
Za Gon Lynne Fader 
Mina rm Charles Julian 
Havana-Madrid Joe LaPorte Ore 
Bertica Serrano D’Aquila Ore 
to) Moro Park Ave. 
Caribbeans Gloria Elw 
inerva Patsy Abbott 
Hotel Ambassador Park Sheraton 
Jules Lande Orc Mimi Warren 
otel Biltmore Ernestine _Holmes 
Hot ison Paul Taubman 
Henry Jerome Orc r Hill 
Hotel New Yorker . 
Tommy Reynolds Smart Affairs 
Twe Guitars 
Adrian Rollini Trio iy 
Elena & Anatole 
n Eli ivak 
Pat Terry Mischa Usdanof® 
Hotel Pierre Mic 
M Kostya Poliansky 


arcos 
Robert Maxwell Versailles 
Chico Relli 


Stanley Melba Ore 
Motel P Arthur Maxwell 


| Rollo Laylan 5 











ii \Constance Towers 


one eT eae | Rat aga 
wo s rry Belafonte 
Bill N ce Williams 3 


orvos & Claren 

Upstarts Vouvray 
Geo Hale Revue Suzan Wayn 
Emile Petti Ore Waldorf-Astoria 
Panchito Ore Raye & Nald 

Village Barn Marcel Le 

Norton Patricia Emil Coleman Ore 
Celia Cabot Mischa Borr Orc 
Burt Hilber 


Wivel 
Kaj Ericson 
Sal Noble 
Bob Lee 


Bobby Baxter 
Bobby Meyers Ore 
Village Vanguard 


MIAMI-MIAMI BEACH 


Casablanca Hotel 
George Chatterton 
‘Heten Aimee 
Rizzo & ‘Lita 
San Kanez Orc 

Clover Club 
Spike Jones & Co 
Woody Woodbury 
Tony Lopez Orch 
Delano Hotel 
Zina Reyes 
Willie Hollander 
Sy Nunez Orc 

Five O'Clock Club 

Beatrice Kaye 


Jockeyettes (4) 
Freddie Brenner 
Bob Morris Orc 
The Raven 

Park Avenve 
Charlie Farrell 
3 Continentals 
Jowe Duval 
Leonardo & Anita 

Poincianna Hotel 

Leroy Lang Orc 
Robert Richter Ht’! 
Don Lanning 
Roberta Sherwood 
Jackie Kannon Charles Castel 3 
Len Dawson Orc Roney Plaza Hotel 

Gaiety Club | George Hines Orc 


Zorita Sans Souci Hote! 
Little Egypt Kate Murtah 
Sam Bowitt Eddie Snyder 


Marie Stowe 
Gilda Rogers 
Rusty Russell 
Gaiety Girls 
Frenchy 
Johnina Hotel 
Michael Strange 
Tony -Matas 


Sacasas Ore 
Saxony Hotel 

Phyllis Arnold 

Henri Rose 

Chavez 

Tano & Dee 

Juan Cortez Ore 
Sea Gull Hotel 


Libby Dean Elaine Dexter 
Frances Colwell Terry Shands 
Lee Carroll Mae Silva Ders 


Leon & Eddie's 
Eddie Guertin 
Sandye 
Wilbert Browne 
Cuckie Fontaine 
Dave Lewis 
Gaby DeLane 
Billy Austin 
MacFadden Deaville 
Hughie Barrett 


Rafael’s Ore 
Sea Isie Hotel 
Frances Lager 
Seymour Hoffman O 
Shelbourne Hotel 
Juan & Marilyn 
Alan Kole Orc 
Sorrento Hotel 
Mal Malkin Ore 
Vagabonds Club 
Vagabonds (4) 
Hal Winters 
Trini Reyes 
Cece Pyle 
Paul Mallory 
Frank Linale Ore 


CHICAGO 


Hotel Stevens 
Scarecrows (3) 
HKomayne & Brent 
Jo Barnum 
Elimar 
Jerry Mapes 
Jack Raffloer 
Bor Fitegerald 
Tessi Carrano ob Fitzgera 
Eleanor Luckey Buddy Rust 
Henry Brandon Orc | Olie Clarks 

Blackstone Hotel Boulevar-Dears (4) 
Sherman Hayes Orc | Mariane Fitzgerald 
Sylvia St. Clair Scottee Marsh 

Chez Paree Orrin Tucker Ore 


Ritz Bros Paimer House 
Tommy_ Morton 


Martinique Hotel 
Manolo & Ethel 
Danny Yates Ore 

Paddock Club 
Larry Wyle 





Blackhawk 
Jack Friend 
Arlene Frank 
Pat Hammerile 
Gloria Evans 
Sonny Sparks 
Larry Lawrence 
Martin Kraft 


. Louise Hoff 
f= A age oe vl Bambi Linn & Rod 
Arden Fletcher Alexander 
Dancers Jody Miller 
Pancho Ore Cabots (3) 


Cee Davidson Ore 
Edgewater Beach 
Hildegarde Margaret Banks 
Salvatore Gide Cliff Norton 
Robert Norris Ore Eddie O’Nea] Ore 


Songsmiths (3) 
Tommy Wonder 





LOS ANGELES 
Ambassador Hotel Ciro’s 
Dorothy Shay Billy Daniels 
Eddie Bergman Orc | Lita Barron 

Dick Stabile Ore 

Biltmore Hotel Bobby Ramos Ore 
Rufe Davis Mocambe 
Boy Foy Bobby Breen 


Virginia Lee Eddie Oliver 
Hal Derwin Ore Latin-Aires 


LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 


Last Frontier Thunderbird 


Liberace Carol Bruce 
The Proctors The Redheads 
Gene Nash 


Copsey & Ayres 
Johnny O’Brien 
Kathryn Duffy 


J Devlin Girl Rev 
Bob Millar Orch 


Flamingo Dansations 
Connee Boswell Normandie Boys 
Dick Wesson Fritz Becker 


Michael Edwards 

Calendar Girls 

Nat Brandwynne O 
Desert Inn 

De Marco Sisters 

Dean Murphy 


Dick Pierce Orch 
El Rancho Vegas 
Gordon MacRae 
Pinky Lee 
ge = a 
Hughes an Alexander 
Gene Griffin Kirby Stone Quintet 


Arden-Fletcher Des | El Rancho Girls 
Carlton Hayes Orch | Ted Fio Rito Orch 


Hughes-RKO 


Continued from page 4 








at minimum cost in comparison to 
potential revenue. 


That would mean the least pos- 
sible amortization charged off 
against them each week on the one 
hand and the largest possible b.o. 
income from them on the other. 
That naturally would improve the 
profit statement. : 


Hughes has told prospective 
buyers in the past that he would 
only sell if he could show a profit 
on the shares, which he bought in 
1948. This he could do—and a 
substantial profit it would be in 
light of present circumstances— 
if he could sell the pie company 
holdings at $6.50. 


He paid $9 for the. combined 
RKO production-distribution setup 
and its theatre circuit. These have 
since been divorced and Hugliies is 
under court decree to get rid of his 
theatre shares. They're selling on 
the exchange at about $4.25 and 
and Hughes could probably get 
$5.50 or $6 by selling his block. 
Combined holdings are thus worth 
$12 or better. 


After losing $1,086,365 in the 
first quarter of this year, company 
showed a profit of $351,645 in the 
second fiscal period and $588,816 
in the third three months. That 
brought losses for the nine months 
down to $145,904. 


New 


With the Singing Vikings (8) 
Songs 

20 Mins. 

Chicago Theatre, Chicago 


moving more and more into the so- 
called “popular” entertainment 
field Lauritz Melchior, in his 
vaudfilm debut here, has eschewed 
the usual trend of the longhair go- 
ing comedic. He does straight sing- 
ing with little deviation. 

That such a routine would excite 
bravos from an early-morning au- 
dience is certainly a rarity in 
vaude, but that’s exactly what 
greeted Melchior here. It’s an in- 
dication that the right kind of 
longhair attractions can do well in 
the presentation houses. 

Singer, dressed in tails, makes 
no concession, as do many of his 
contemporaries, in including any 
straight pop tunes as a sop for the 
squares. After a short intro, he 
does the Spring Song, from “Die 
Walkure,” and it gets him a tre- 
mendous hand. There are no flour- 
ishes, no grimaces, just fine sing- 
ing. 

Headliner then ‘introduces his 
choral backing, the eight Singing 
Vikings. For their only solo stint 
they sock across a neatly-phrased 
rendition of “Morning,” led by 
Melchior; he then joins them in 
the most familiar piece of the pro- 
gram, “Because,” 
near-violent handburst. The group 
does a tricky, semi comedy rounde- 
lay, “Vive La Compaigne,” with a 
plea for audience participation. 
Brought back, Melchior does an- 
other solo, “I Love You,” for boff 
closer. 

The appeal of the act is not lim- 
ited to any phase of show business 
—it’s certainly a “must” for tele- 
vision and theatres. However, it 
might even be a smart booking for 
better supper clubs. Melchior at 
past 60 certainly can give pointers 
to many youngsters in this business 
during his five and six-a-day. Zabe. 





FOUR ACES 
Songs 

20 Mins. 

Copa, Pittsburgh 

Male quartet that skied out of 
nowhere on their surprise platter 
click of “Sin” for an indie label 
(leading to a long-term Decca con- 
tract) should be hitting on all four 
pretty soon. Right now, they're 
only playing their second nitery 
date and the rough edges still 
show, but they'll disappear with a 
few more bookings. 

Voices have an okay blend and 
Aces sell with a zing. They need 
polish more than anything else at 
the moment; an obvious roughness 
and a trace of nervousness hold 
down their effectiveness, but even 
so, the stuff is there. Crowds at 
Pitt nitery couldn’t get enough of 
them just the same. 

Four Aces give their songs a 
nice interpretation, and mix them 
up smartly. Solid individual voice 
that comes up out of the harmony 
belongs to Al Alberts, leader of the 
group, who has a rich tenor of 
operatic caliber and may in time 
become to this outfit what Billy 
Kenny is to the Ink Spots. Four- 
some ranges from the bestselling 
pops, which naturally include their 
arrangement of “Sin,” into the 
light operatic field, winding up 
with a rousing “My Hero”. from 
“Chocolate Soldier” that sends 
them off big. Cohen. 














| 
| TENNESSEE ERNIE 
| Songs 
15 Mins. 
| Copacabana, N. Y. 
| Tennessee Ernie is a city slicker 
version of a country singer. In 
fact, one strongly suspects he fig- 
ured—and _ rightly—that rather 
than be a road company Eddy or 
Tibbett he’d don dude _ ranch 
clothes (his are of the milk-white 
|“formals”) and mix up “Without a 
Song” with g li’l dogie, giddyap, 
mesquiter and theywentthataway 
atmosphere and he’d be making 
more character for himself. Also 
| loot. He’s right on both counts. 

Looking like a heavier John 
| Carroll, he is a personable gent 
i despite his Ozarkian and 
Tennessean’ protestations looks 
like he’s long sinee foresaken the 
coyotes for the Colony—anyway, 
he looks exceedingly well fed 
without in any sense indicating 
he’s oe or not the juvenile type 
—still. 

He goes from “Dick and Joe” to 
“Mr. and Mississippi” to “Shot- 
Gun Boogie” (one of his Capitol 
record bestsellers), with other 
songs and stories in between. 
Some of the patter is inclined to 
be earthy. By and large he’s an- 
other new face in the slick boites, 
and none can Foc | the contrast 
of Tennessee Ernie from the wide 
open spaces to the closed indoor 
confines of a nitery like the Copa. 
He did well here, albeit inclined 
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Acts 


YVETTE GIRAUD 

Songs 

25 Mins. 

Continental Cafe, Montreal 
Yvette Giraud is a Parisian 

chirper who is a happy medium 

between the soul-wracking type 

and the broad, uninhibited stylist. 

| On her opening she suffered a poor 

|musical assist but overall talent 

| and showmanship sold her. 

| Of average height and huskily 





| built, Miss Giraud stayed, for the ; 


| most part, on a Gallic kick, open- 
ling with “Avril au Portugal,” 
| following with a brace of rather 
| similar numbers and then doing 
“Man Around the House,” with 
|}new French lyrics that picked up 
salvos. 
| Her one English try, “Domino,” 
| gathers returns, and although this 
;}number has been worked to death 
| by all the French performers here 
| in the past year or so, it shows her 
potentialities as a bi-lingual chan- 
| Saaese. A song right from the 
| Paris boites, “Madame Spitmaker,” 
makes a good change of pace, and 
|her, “L’Aine des Poetes,” by 
| Charles Trenet, is a sock closer. 
| Clothes are okay but subtler 
|makeup and a trimmer hair-do 
| would help, Newt. 


| FICUNDO RIVERO QUINTET 
| Songs-Dance 

15 Mins. 

Chateau Madrid, N. Y. 

The Ficundo Rivero Quintet im- 
presses as one of the more pic- 
turesque imports from __ Latin- 
America. They're a torrid song- 
and dance group, paced by Rivero 
at the piano and two mixed cou- 
ples whose floor cavortings can 
make for excitement in the ma- 
jority of cafe situations. At the 
present time, they need a little 
more playing time in the U. S. be- 
fore hitting the plush niteries. 

The troupe is primarily a sing- 
ing turn, but their embellishments 
relegate the songs into a minor 
category. The two girls are look- 
ers and put in enough provocative 
movements and create excitement 
to put the act over. 

Their music is rhythmic enough 
to take care of vecal and dance 
;needs. Most of it, as essayed at 
show caught, is unfamiliar to U. S. 
| audiences, but the melodic and 
rhythmic lines are easy to — 

ose, 








| EARL WILLIAMS 
| Songs 

5 Mins. 

Apollo, N. Y. 

The Apollo, which has long been 
the top showcasing house for 
young colored talent because of its 
production backgrounding, took a 
step backward in its presentation 
of Earl Williams. Williams was 
rushed through two numbers and 
wasn’t given a chance to come 
back for his deserved bows when 
caught. His five minutes seemed 
like nothing. more than a gap- 
filler, which is also unfair to the 
audience. . 

Williams, however, manages to 
display a solid vocal styling which 
should catch on. Voice is on the 
deep side, smooth and clear. He 
projects mood easily and has an 
appealing stage savvy. His good 
looks is another plus factor. 

Works _i throug “Beware,” a 
bolero tune, and “This Love of 
Mine,” a ballad entry, for a nice 
| change of pace. 
|. A good bet for vaude and niter- 
ies. Gros. 


| NANCY SHELTON 
Songs 

| 20 Mins. 

| Ruby Foo’s, Montreal 

After stooging around with Will 
Mahoney and getting little chance 
to exhibit her voice (but every- 
thing else), Nancy Shelton returns 
to Montreal, this time as a single, 
and is currently gracing the Starlit 
Room at Ruby Foo’s. 

From the appearance angle, Miss 
Shelton offers almost everything— 
a trim figure and attractive gowns 
all topped by auburn hair. But her 
vocal efforts are not forte. Voice 
is strong enough to carry effective- 
ly but choice of material, although 
clever at times, makes for several 
unmelodic spots and taxes gal out 
of her range. Gershwin’s ‘““‘Summer- 
time” is neatly handled, and her 
Jekyll and Hyde-type song gives 
her a good chance to display her 
operatic and blues voice for plau- 
dits. Returning to the more 
straightforward “I Get Ideas,” she 
encores with “Autumn in New 
York,” which is too fancy for a 
closer and over-arranged. Newt. 


SYLVIA MILES 


10 Mins. 

Cafe Society Downtown, N. Y. 
Sylvia Miles seems to have a po- 

tential as a character comedienne. 

The material she offers, however 

is no suitable showcaser. Some of 

| _ (Continued on page 63) 
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Fisher, Bobby B 
“Behave 
viewed in Variety Sept. 12, ’51. 


would be hard pressed for toplin- 
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Paramount, N. Y. 
Rosemary Greesey. Myron 
Tap & Toe, Stan 


Yourself’ (RKO), re- 





Houses such as the Paramount 


ers were it not for the fact that 
oceasional—even if temporary— 
names emerge as a result of disk 
clicks. This week it’s Rosemary 
Clooney, who shot into bestselling 
charts as a result of “Come On-A 
My House.” She’ll be followed by 
Patti Page, also an important en- 
tity via recordings. 

Miss Clooney, with this appear- 
ance, indicates she’s a singer of 
style and taste. She gets a good 
hold on the audience with novelty 
tunes and continues in that vein 
for the better part of the turn. 
There might have been more vari- 
ation with a better song mixture, 
but she did very well with what 
she offered. For a while it seemed 
that she was auditioning publicly 
for a number that would hit the 
impact of “Come On-A.” Latter 
item, incidentally, served as a solid 
closer. 

The rest of the bill comprises 
Paramount regulars who know the 
audiences and who hit par or bet- 
ter in this house as a matter of 
course. 

The Bobby Byrne orch doesn't 
have too much chance to display 
its potential, but its instrumenta- 
tion of five reeds, six brass, and a 
rhythm trio hits it off excellently 
with “Lullaby of Broadway.” They 
look good on stage and showback 
capably. 

torytelier Myron Cohen similar- 
ly knows his way around this 
house. Although a dialect yarn- 
spinner specializing in tales of the 
garment centre, Cohen knows how 
to flatter and cater to various na- 
tionality groups. As a result, he’s 
a hit in all parts of the house. 

Harmonicist Stan Fisher does a 
comparatively brief turn, the ma- 
= part comprising two big num- 

ers, “Slaughter on 10th Ave.” and 
“Rhapsody in Blue.” While these 
numbers display his virtuosity at 
the instrument, the pene isn’t 
ideal vaude fodder. It does get a 
healthy applause rating, however. 

Tip, Tap & Toe also reach the 
applause jackpot with their hoof- 
ing. The terping atop a platform 
isn't the big item it used to be with 
them, but under the revamped for- 
mat, there’s more variety and just 
as much applause. Jose. 


Casino, Toronto 
Toronto, Nov. 10. 
Chico Marx, Doris Drew, Joey 
Forman, Three Buddies, Robey & 
Dells, Jimmy Cameron, Archie 
Stone House Orch; “Roaring City” 
(Cardinal). 





Despite considerable physical 
pain, unmentioned and unsuspect- 
ed, Chico Marx held 30 minutes of 
the 75-minute stage package for a 
begoff reception from enthusiastic 


| money.” This is a practice becom- 
ing too obviously persistent among 
apd younger mpeers. moe and fe- 

.| male, in recent months. 
© Orch (18); off a hitherto warm audience. 


cludes the Three Buddies for some 
nifty terping; Joey Forman for 
imitations; Robey & Dells for agile 
adagio-acro; all acts over nicely, 
Jimmy Cameron as m.c. through- 
out is his usual engaging seu. 


tin Barrett, Jay Marshall, Lauritz 
Melchior 


After the Show” (20th). 


show that should please ’em all up 
to 60, and from the looks of the 
first day, not only the longhairs 
but the average seatholder. 
Platt, house booker, deserves a 
plaudit for the debut in a presenta- 
tion spot of Lauritz Melchior, who 
certainly makes more than an aus- 


pleasant vaude session, with Shar- 
key the Seal copping some laughs 
with his hoop and ball rolling. 


neat duo taps and there’s some 
comedy work in softshoe bit with 
straws and canes. 
brisk applause with some solo twirl 
and toe spin work. 


hoke attempts at magic. 








customers who could not get 
enough of his trademarked comedy 
pianistics at show caught. 

(Victim of a too energetic mas- 
seur during the tailend of his 
Montreal engagement, the come- 
dian-pianist will complete his Ca- 
sino stint here but has cancelled 
his forthcoming five weeks’ con- 
secutive appearances on tour— 
next was to be Chez Paris, Chicago 
—and will fly from Toronto Wed- 
nesday night (14) to N. Y. for 
treatment by his own _ doctor. 
Meanwhile, the injured foot is 
heavily taped making walking pain- 
ful and difficult.) 

First appearance here in years, 
since the musicomedy starring 
days of the Four Marx Bros., Marx 
is luring the adults who remem- 
ber when, as well as the younger 
crowd familiar with his film work. 
After m.c. intraduction, there is a 
short patter period, including 
family reminiscences. Then he 
goes into his deft playing of “Hun- 
garian Rhapsody” which he pro- 
ceeds to tear apart after establish- 
ing that he actually can play 
straight. 

From there in, it’s a keyboard 
riot, with an assist by Barry 
Townley, young local concert 
pianist, for style contrasts in kid- 
ding the classics. Marx is terrific, 
as usual, on comedy playing in the 
trebles, plus those right-hand in- 
dex finger effects. (Concert style 
foil is engaged locally for each 
week’s engagement of tour.) Marx 
begs off with his solo smash of 
“On the Isle of Bali-Bali.” 

Nicely gowned Doris Drew 
shares marquee billing for her 
high spirited song _ style, with 
comely brunet over big on her 
opening “Too Marvelous,” her 
“Sweet Violets,” “I Wish I Wuz,” 
“Them There Eyes” and “Where’s-a 
Your House?” all for neat and 
bouncy tempo and delivery. 

Miss Drew should, however, 
drop the panhandling pitch—“All 
my songs are on Mercury records 
go 82 out arid them because 

Government taking all my 


It cools 
Rest: of neatly rounded bill in- 


cStay. 


Chieago, Chi 
Chicago, Nov. 9. 
Sharkey the Seal, June & Mar- 


with Singing Vikings 
(8); Louis Basil Orch; “Meet Me 





This is the rare combination 


Nate 


icious bow. (He’s reviewed under 
ew Acts.) 


Rest of the show is a more than 


June & Martin Barrett do some 
Pair build for 


Jay Marshall is at home here 
with his dry witticisms and his 
There is 
a growing round of chuckles but 
his solid stuff is a glove rabbit 
ventro bit, a live version of the old 
shadow finger work. 

Louis Basil conducts a difficult 
musical score with the usual above- 
par workmanship and also fits well 
as stooge in the first act. Zabe. 


Fox, Detroit 
Detroit, Nov. 10. 
Berk & Hallow, Pat Henning, 


Josephine Baker; “Let’s Make It 
Legal” (20th). 





Such is the artistry of Josephine 
Baker that even though she was 
here only six months ago, she 
seemed an entirely new _ enter- 
tainer. Some of the material was 
the same, but there was a different 
interpretation of it—a change in 
emphasis, a _ diffferent accent— 
that made her act seem new and 
fresh. Her beautiful and exten- 
sive wardrobe has been completely 
changed. And the new gowns 
seem even snazzier than before. 

In her first appearance here last 
spring, she ran into the transpor- 
tation strike. Despite that big han- 
dicap she grossed a great $60,000 
in nine days. Though her return 
could be looked upon as triumphal, 
only a handful were in the huge 
theatre for the first show. They 
were extremely apathetic to the 
expert precision dancing of Berk & 
Hallow. Pat Henning did a fine 
job of burlesking the Baker act, 
but his droll comedy earned few 
chuckles. 

Even Miss Baker’s sensational 
gowns failed to impress the crowd. 
Within five minutes, however, she 
had them eating out of her and 
begging for more. Tew. 


Missouri, K. C. 
Kansas City, Nov. 9. 
Blackstone Magic Show; “Drums 
in the Deep South” (RKO). 





Blackstone and his retinue fill 
the RKO house with magic for an 
hour-long four-a-day. It’s the first 
week the Missouri has had vaude 
this season, and the live attraction 
is being taken to fairly well. Ad- 
mission is held to the regular 75c. 
top, and week should windup with 
good money. 

Stand here is the first for Black- 
stone in a pic house, his stands 
having been in legit theatres in re- 
cent years. This show includes 
many of the tricks for which he is 
known, beginning with the usual 
magic bouquets and the endless 
string of kerchiefs out of a tam- 
bourine. There is a_ session in 
which he gives snake-like agility to 
an ordinary handkerchief, and fol- 
lows that with his electric light 
bulb which floats in mid-air. 

Several times he produces a girl 
out of a trunk, or mummy case or 
other contraption. In between he 
_has some fun with a patron and his 
watch, and with a youngster and 
a black rabbit, sleight of hand get- 
ting prominent play in these epi- 
sodes. 

Other tricks include making four 
live birds disappear and reappear, 
a session with men from the audi- 
ence in which they are unable to 
knot a rope securely to hold his 
hands, and a final bit of deception 
in which Blackstone changes places 
with a would-be assassin. 

A staff of about 10 helps the 
magico carry out his round. 


Rexy, N. Y. 


«Xavier Cugat Orch (17), with 
Abbe Lane, George Conley, Los 
Barrancos, El Gri o, Leslie Scott, 
Dulcina; “Let’s Make It Legal 
(20th), reviewed in current issue. 





In keeping with the international 
flavor the Roxy layouts have had 
of late (Josephine Baker, Latin 
Quarter “Paris After Dark” revue) 
is Xavier Cugat’s troupe which 
mounted the rostrum last Tuesday 
(6). His brisk south - of - border 
rhythms plus specialties provided 
by Peruvian, Brazilian and Cuban 
turns add up to a spirited 50- 
minute show. 

Sans Paul Ash’s house band and 
line of girls, the unfolding is 
handled as a band presentation. 
Crew is ensconced in a shell on 
stage flanked by winding staircases. 
It’s a tasteful mounting that sets 
off the session to good advantage. 
With five rhythm, two vibes, five 
brass and five reed, the orch has 
an instrumental makeup that ex- 
tracts an extra zing out of such 
peculiarly Latino tunes as “Mambo 
No. 5” or “Siboney.” Cugat him- 
self deftly batons and is an in- 
souciant emcee. However, he’s 
a little overboard in his leers and 
grimaces at songstress Abbe Lane. 
Audiences will be quick enough to 
discover her visual assets without 
coaching. 

El Gringo, a tambourinist from 
Brazil, not only shakes the instru- 
ment with telling effect but juggles 
it to reap an extra salvo. He’s fol- 
lowed by Los Barrancos, a mixed 
terp duo. Team puts plenty of 
chili into some mambo routines. 
Snappy blonde’s undulations are 
enhanced by a bare midriff and a 
skirt split down the front. They 
close with some nifty acrobatics. 
Trumpeter George Lopez toots a 
breezy “Peanut Vendor.” 

Negro warbler Leslie Scott scores 
handily in crooning “Strange 
Mood,” a recent Cugat recording. 
Dulcina, a Peruvian diSh, peppers 
up a Latino number with song and 
dance. Monologist George Conley 
brings a change of pace with com- 
ments on the effect of TV, radio, 
etc., on children. His impressions 
of some Hollywoodites is good. But 
on the overall the turn is too 
leisurely projected to yield more 
than polite applause. 

Encased in a form-fitting sequin 
gown, Miss Lane tackles “La Vie 
En Rose” as an opener. It’s a nice 
try, but the Gallic tune is a trifle 
beyond her vocalistic capabilities. 
She does better on “Cocoanut,” a 
novelty which she dresses up with 
some wiggles and shakes. A duet 
with the maestro plus a medley of 
tunes identified with Cugat get her 
off solidly at the show’s finale. 


Gilb. 

Apollo, N. Y. 
Count Basie Orch (16), with 
Bixie Crawford; Norma Miller 


Dancers (11), Holmes & Jean, Earl 


Williams, Johnson & Owens, 
Vener Kirby; “Danger Zone” 
ip). 





Current Apollo sesh is headed 
for mild returns despite marquee 
lure of Count Basie’s orch. Show 
is geared for speed with an okay 
assortment of song, dance, comedy, 
acro and magicd turns, but in only 
few instances does it pull out of 
the so-so groove. 

Basie, who’s been around since 
the halcyon days of the band biz, 
continues to dish out plenty of 
podium sparkle. He fronts the 
band from the keyboard and his 
sidemen get their beat from his 
expert fingerwork. The crew of 
16 (seven brass, five reed and 
four rhythm) whips out a flock of 
melodies that come across with a 
fullness and richness that makes 
for good listening. Opener, “Lit- 
tle Pony,” is solid, and maestro’s 
fingering on “One O’Clock Jump” 
is still a top musical offering. 
Bixie Crawford, band’s femme vo- 
calist, is good on “That’s My Guy,” 
but misses on ‘Because of You,” 
which is not to her style. 

Norma Miller’s terp troupe, five 
guys and six femmes, offers a pair 
of production numbers which have 
a maximum of excitement and a 
minimum of choreography. They 
open with a 
“Frankie & Johnnie,” displaying 
an overload of femme chassis 
wiggles and adept male tapwork, 
but only mildly effective. If Miss 
Miller could scissor a few of the 
unessential dance bits it’d have 
more’ impact. 

Mimic George Kirby walks away 
with top honors, in next-to-closing. 
Kirby is an ingratiating showman 
who wins easily with his impres- 
sions. Carbons of Walter Bren- 
nan, the late Wallace Beery and 
radio’s “Fat Man” are good; his 
workovers of badmen Cagney, 
Robinson, Bogart and Lorre are 
average. 

Holmes & Jean, mixed sepian 
team, display some flashy magico 
bits ‘interspersed with some rou- 
tine tapping. Gal (Jean) is a good 








Quin. 


jive version of| hi 
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that wins the mitts. Johnson & 
Owens, non-Negro acro turn, build 
aud gasps with their work on the 
parallel bars. Vocalist Earl Wil- 
liams is listed in New — 

0s. 


Capitol, Wash. 
Washington, Nov. 10. 
Mischa Auer, Mack Triplets, 
Ballentine, Perry Frank & Janyce, 
The Wongs (4); “Man With a 
Cloak” (M-G). 


Capitol has expanded it usual 
four-act format with an extra seg- 
ment at current session, thereby 
merely proving the old adage that 
it’s “quality, not quantity” that 
counts. Actually, there’s nice va- 
riety and plenty talent in layout, 
but general pace is sluggish and 
payees didn’t respond at show 
caught. : 
Hollywood comic Mischa Auer 
has kept virtually intact his old 
dialect-music routine. The pop- 
eyes and grimaces which make him 
so genuinely funny on the screen 
are largely lost in a large audi- 
torium where his personality fails 
to bridge the footlights. His dia- 
lect sketch, in which he dons a wig 
and employs high pitched voice to 
change character, impresses as rib 
tickling, but leaves galleries cold. 
Garners top results with his “con- 
certo for two grapefruits and a 
lemon,” in which he manages a 
novel arrangement of “Tea for 
Two” using fruit instead of his 
fingers on the ivories. 

Mack Triplets, native products, 
do nicely with a series of tunes, 
bu they too fail to sock it across. 
In a sort of Andrews §Sisters, 
junior grade, style, they harmonize 
in “Row, Row, Row,” “He Done Me 
Wrong in Little Rock” and “Sweet 
Violets,’ depending for effect on 
novelty in arrangements and style. 
Return with “It’s So Nice,” their 
best bet. This is a smooth trio, but 
more gimmicks might help put 
them across. 

Ballentine gets laughs for his 
ribbing of magic acts. His legerde- 
main is deliberately ridiculous and 
his running line of gags strictly 
slapstick. He has all kinds of 
phoney props, and fiubs his tricks 
with mock seriousness. Though 
even he fails to break through to 
an indifferent audience, his routine 
impresses as very funny and well 
constructed. 

Curtain-raisers, tap team of 
Perry Franks & Janyce, and clos- 
ing acro act, the Wongs, do best 
with payees. Former is a smart, 
fast terp act last seen here as part 
of the Dick Haymes show. Closing 
quartet of Oriental gymnasts have 
an impressive array of contortion, 
juggling and acro stunts, and de- 
light galleries. ‘ano'y 


Earle, Philly 
Philadelphia, Nov. 10. 
Dinah Washington, Arnett Cobb’s 
Orch, Bill Bailey, Pigmeat Mark- 
ham & Co. (3), Baby Scruggs, Ray- 
mond Bruce; “Dise Jockey” (AA). 








Whether it’s due to a scarcity of 
talent or the popularity of the acts, 
or perhaps both, is hard to say; but 
three of the performers in the 
Earle’s new show have been at the 
house in the last six or seven 
months. 


Dinah Washington, who gets top 
billing, occupied the same spot as 
recently as late June. That’s all to 
the good. Miss Washington, still 
more recently here at the Club 
Harlem, is a deservedly popular 
chanteuse. She has style, humor 
and her “Cold, Cold Heart” is an 
exceptionally well done number. 
She also clicks solidly with ‘Mixed 
Emotions.” 


Show opens with the Arnett 


a medley. Raymond Bruce, night- 
owl disk jock from WHAT here, 
emcees the show and even tries his 
hand at some comedy patter. 
Proceedings really kick off with 
Baby Scruggs, who does the bumps, 
grind and everything in the e 
line, including the twin tassel- 
twirling bit for a close. 

Cobb and the crew break in with 
a brassy number, featuring the 
maestro and his tenor sax and three 
sidemen who step out front with 

m 


Pigmeat Markham & Co. (his as- 
}Sociates are a man and a girl) is 
another act seen recently at the 
Earle. Markham has a new routine 
‘new at this house, anyway) called 
Love Making Bureau,” which as 
title indicates is an agency serv- 
ing frustrated femmes. Routine 
draws plenty laughs. 

Bill uiley, the tap dancing car- 
bon of “Bojangles” Robinson, is 
another prime favorite here and 
also a repeater. Bailey starts slowly 
with his spiel and stepping, but he 
soon gets them. His hig finished 
footwork wins much mitt-mauling. 
Miss Washington follows, and then 
Cobb and outfit drive home their 
most effective number, “Smooth 
Sailing.” Entire cast comes on for 





tapster,-beut it’s Holmes’ trickery 


flash bits at full-stage finale. 
Gag 


Cobb orch onstage running through | in 





Ice Review 


Hellywood Iee Revue 
(ARENA, MILWAUKEE) 
as Milwaukee, Nov. 9. 
rthur M. Wirtz’s producti 
starring Barbara Ann Scott and 
Michael Kirby. With Carol Lynne 
Skippy Baxter, Freddie Trenkler 
Andra McLaughlin, Geoffe Stevens. 
Monty Scott, Jean & Calvin Cook’ 
Peter Bertsos, Melvin Lort, John 
Walsh, George Wagner, Sid Spald. 
ing, John Farris, Tommy Osborne 
Art Erickson, Frank Lucas. At 
Arena, Milwaukee, Nov. 7-18, '51. 














“Hollywood Ice Revue,” Arthu 
M. Wirtz’s production, left first- 
nighters impressed at its beauty, 
pageantry and cyclonic pace in 
_— preem last Wednesday 
_ This 17th “Hollywood” icer, star- 
ring Barbara Ann Scott, Canadian 
Olympic figure skating champ and 
show’s successor to Sonja Henie, 
has everything. That includes ef- 
fective lighting, adroit choreog- 
raphy, plush production and deft 
music backgrounding entire show. 
Ample change of pace wraps this 
one up as socko. 

Teeoff “Ponies on Parade” is an 
eye-grabbing kicker introducing 
full troupe, featuring Peter Bertsos 
and Melvin Lort, augmented by 
ringmaster John Walsh. Geoffe 
Stevens & Monty Scott take over 
in Scotch getup for a mitt with 
their laugh stuff. There’s a boffo 
skate-off as duo slides under lad- 
der-like prop near exit. 


Jean & Calvin Cook, strikingly 
costumed in brown, come on in 
“Hi-Lo” for palming, with Cook 
on stilt skates for acro session. 
The big inning comes with entry 
of Miss Scott, attractive and well 
poised, unwrapping her unique 
skating style. The star, whole- 
some and elflike, leaves ducathold- 
ers a bit breathless with her leaps, 
spins and trick ballet. Backed by 
full troupe highlighting tribal 
beauts, Indian maidens and Moun- 
ties, she garners heavy gloving at 
bowoff. 

Michael Kirby, male star in full 
dress, flashes on for his intre in 
“Admiration” number dressed by 
six gals simulating a crush on the 
suave gent. 


“Diana” stanza unveils Carol 
Lynne portraying the huntress, to 
the Mercury of Skippy Baxter. 
Customers went all-out on this 
one. Miss Lynne is a looker with 
talent. Andra McLaughlin shows 
skill, speed and showmanship in 
“Yesteryear Today.” 


Bouncing Freddie Trenkler, 
backed by John Farris, breaks it 
up. Customers rattled the arena 
at his skidrow getup, terrific speed 
and slow motion dashes over ice. 
Big mitt. 

Act 1 closer, “Hansel & Gretel,” 
spotting Miss Scott and George 
Wagner, captures the mob with 
spectacular production. 

Miss Lynne and John Walsh 
kickoff after recess with “I Lost 
My Hat in Haiti” with an assist 
from Kirby. Handling of difficult, 
savage Haiti movement stands out. 
Native dancers portrayed by troupe 
lend proper atmosphere. ; 

Pace changes as the Bruises, 
comics Monty Scott, Sid Spalding 
and Geoffe Stevens, provide need- 
ed lift. Guys cavort in grotesque 
chambermaid attire for well-earned 
reception. 

Climactic “Invitation to the 
Waltz” is only spot where Miss 
Scott and Kirby are paired. It's a 
‘smash in costuming, lighting and 
skating. The applause is deafen- 


g. 

Baxter reels on with full somer- 
sault in front of ice-level seats in 
“Gaucho,” a_ vivid, fast-moving 
stanza backed by Latino music. 
Baxter demonstrates versatility 
here in whirling and jumping. | 

Blonde Andra McLaughlin, in 
“Fantasy of the Islands,” reminis- 
cent of Henie in grass skirt, shows 
=, animation and rates a solid 
mitt. 

“Stop and Go,” gives principals 
a breather as ensemble moves 
through another production num- 
ber. A gigantic wheel is the 
pw ry Magee 2 a joining in 
whip-like, gra g circle. 4 
few fail to latch on, and theres 
a fall or two. 

Clown Trenkler bounds back for 
more laughs in some cops and rob- 
bers trick skating that again brings 
the yocks. As co-partners in this 
one Trenkler has John Farris, 
Tommy Osborne, Art Erickson = 
Ly Lucas. Trenkler pulls ou 
a e stops. » 

Closing “Dixieland Jamboree 
reprise entire troupe for final bows. 
This new Wirtz spec made viewers 
forget the blizzard outside the 
arena. New faces. It should moP 
up for him on the tour. Som 
rough — to be sure, but they 
polish before 





Milwaukee run ends 
next Sunday (18). Jaga. 
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Trade Puzzled by Continued B.O. 
Slump; New Excuses Found Daily 


The boxoffice slump of the last + 


few weeks continues to puzzle the 
trade. Although business. was a 
trifle better last week, the upturn 
was anything but spectacular, which 
was a disturbing development. As 
in previous seasons, the decline has 
peen national in scope, indicating 
that local and temporary factors 
are not the cause. However, film 
grosses for the same period were 
reportedly normal, both in New 
York and in other key cities. 


Drop in legit receipts on Broad- 
way week before last was approxi- 
mately 4%, compared to a 10% sag 
the corresponding stanza last year. 
However, the general boxoffice pat- 
tern in New York since Labor Day 
has generally been somewhat less 
consistent than in 1950. This sea- 
son the weekly average of capacity 
since Labor Day has been 82%, 
87%, 86%, 80%, 85%, 85%, 83%, 
80%, 76% and last week 75%. For 
the corresponding weeks of 1950 
the figures were 73%, 82%, 85%, 
85%, 83%, 84%, 80% and 70%. 


On the basis of last season’s 
records, there should have been a 
substantial jump in attendance last 
week, continuing through Thanks- 
giving and then going into the pre- 
Christmas decline. The figures for 
the corresponding weeks in 1950 
were 77% (an increase of 7%), 
80% and 75% (that was for the 
Thanksgiving week, which is nor- 
mally bullish, but last season it 
was hit by the hurricane and bliz- 
vard that paralyzed business on the 
holiday weekend). 

Catalog of ‘Explanations’ 

As usual, when boxoffice receipts 
are off, managers, boxoffice men 
and ticket brokers offer a catalog 
of “explanations.” In some cases 
the slump on Broadway was blamed 
partly on the rainy spell of two 
weeks ago. In other cases the new 
tax increase was figured respon- 
sible. In still others, the election 
was cited as a cause. 


However, disappointing attend- 
ance in Montreal week before last 
was blamed on the distracting pres- 
ence of Princess Elizabeth and the 
Duke of Edinburgh. In Chicago, a 
severe rainstorm was figured re- 
sponsible and in Kansas City a 
snowstorm was mentioned. Every. 
city appeared to have its own spe- 
cial explanations, in addition to the 
national excuse of new taxes. 


As always, however, trade circles 
are ready to forget past slumps if 
business makes the anticipated re- 
covery in the next few weeks. 
There will, of course, be the cus- 
tomary cries of panic when the pre- 
Christmas lull occurs, bit the 
Christmas-New Year boom will si- 
lence that. Then wails of astonish- 
ment and pain will be heard at the 
post-New Year week dip, after 
which the normal state of mild dis- 
content will exist until the late 
spring ebb begins. 


Cummings Now Seeking 
Legiter for Next Year; 
Only One Pic Stint Set 


Robert Cummings, currently co- 
starring with Ann Sothern in 
Faithfully Yours,” is already look- 
ing for another legit play for next 
Season. Before that, he’s under 
contract to produce and star in a 
Picture for Columbia, but has no 
other screen commitments. Prior 
to signing for “Faithfully,” he was 
Set for the lead in Herman Levin’s 
Proposed revival of “Of Thee I 

ing,” but the producer subse- 
quently dropped the project and 
Chandler Cowles is now planning 
to revive the musical. 

With seven pictures due for re- 
lease within the next year, Cum- 
mings is in no hurry to make any 
more Screen appearances, so he’s 
in position to take another legit 
assignment. His forthcoming films 
are The Barefoot Mailman” and 
The First Time,” both new. pro- 
dluctions being released by Colum- 
Jia, and the following reissues, 

King’s Row” (Warners), “Prin- 
cess O’Rourke” (Warners), “You 
pane Along” (Paramount), “Sabo- 
pod 4 (Universal), “Sleep My 
— 4 (UA) and “The Bride Wore 

ye (Paramount). 

Ctor’s wife and three children 
are now on the Coast. His wife 
fame east for the “Faithfully” 

nging their youngest 
enild. a girl born after he had left 
or rehearsals in New York, 











Seek Gene Tierney For 
B’way ‘Masterpiece’ 


Gene Tierney, last seen on 
Broadway 11 years ago in “The 
Male Animal,” may star in “The 
Koenig Masterpiece,” new Herman 


Wouk play being presented by Otto 
Preminger. The producer-director 
is currently on the Coast, reported- 
ly negotiating such a deal with 
Darryl F. Zanuck, studio head of 
20th-Fox, to which both he and the 
actress are under contract. 


“Masterpiece” is slated to go into 
rehearsal early in December and, 
after a tryout tour, open Jan. 16 at 
the Playhouse, N. Y., which Prem- 
inger operates in partnership with 
the owner, Ben Marden. Mean- 
while, the house is being reno- 
vated, including the addition of 
about 200 seats to bring the capa- 
city to over 1,000. 


Close Affair In 
‘Wharf’ Closing 


“Dinosaur Wharf,” which opened 
and closed last week after four per- 
formances at the National, N. Y., 
had a hectic financial background. 
The show reportedly lost about 
$22,000, most of which was sup- 


plied by producer Terese Hayden, 
relatives and close friends. 


The Noel Wymah drama opened 
Thursday night (8) to almost unan- 
imous pans (although Wyman’s 
writing received a few “promising” 
comments), and drew practically 
no business after the premiere. 
However, Miss Hayden, her produc- 
tion associates and the author, ap- 
parently wanted to keep the play 
on the boards at least through this 
week, in the hope that attendance 
might pick up. But they were per- 
suaded to close, rather than invite 
an almost sure loss that might 
leave them personally involved. 


After trying out the play last 
summer at the Ivy Tower Play- 
house, Asbury Park, N. J., where 
She was resident director, Miss 
Hayden budgeted it for Broadway 
production at $40,000. Unable to 
raise that amount, she sliced the 
budget to $25,000 and finally went 
into rehearsal with only about $15,- 
000 actually on hand, she and her 
sister, Bernice Hayden, commit- 
ting themselves for the’ balance. 


Practically everyone involved in 
the operation took minimum con- 
tracts, in a number of cases re- 
portedly waiving salaries in re- 
turn for a share of the possible 
profits. Similarly, lighting and 
sound equipment and various other 
elements in the show were sup- 
plied on a nominal basis, with the 
understanding that full rates would 
apply if the show clicked. 


According to the partnership 
agreement for the show, the back- 
ers included Miss Hayden, $7,025; 
her sister, $4,000; Burry Frederik, 
the stage manager, $500; her moth- 
er, Erna Burry Gerber, $1,800; the 
author’s father, Mordecai Wyman, 
$1,000; several of the producer’s 
relatives at various modest 
amounts, plus the following out- 
siders, producer Tad Adoue, $500; 
radio commentator Kenneth Bang- 
hart, $250, and actress Peggy 
Wood, $250. 


Hylton, Brisson Huddle 


On London ‘Widow’ 


Jack Hylton planed into N. Y. 
from England yesterday (Tues.) to 
huddle with Carl Brisson on “The 
Merry Widow,” in which the singer 
would be starred in London. 


Brisson, current at the Plaza Ho- 
tel, N. Y., did a four-weeker in 
“Widow” at the L. A. Philharmonic 
Auditorium last summer. The Le- 
har operetta would open in London 
end of December. Brisson closes 
at the Plaza next week. 











N. Y. Philharmonic maestro 
Dimitri Mitropoulos will conduct 
four performances of Alban Berg’s 
opera, “Wozzeck,” at La Scala, 
Milan, between June 3 and June 
10, 1952. Mitropoulos will also con- 
duct at the Florence May Festival 
next spring. 


Two on the Aisle 


Omaha, Nov. 13. 

Fact that she was due for 
motherhood almost. momen- 
tarily couldn’t keep a local 
resident from attending last 
night’s (Mon.) opening of 
“Guys and Dolls” at the Or- 
pheum here. In fact, she used 
the imminence of the big event 
as reason for getting first-night 
tickets. 
’ “The woman, a resident of su- 
burban Omaha, wrote the the- 
atre some weeks ago that al- 
though she expected to have 
the baby about Nov. 12 she 
didn’t want to miss the show, 
so she’d appreciate going open- 
ing night. Moreover, in case 
she had to leave the theatre in 
a hurry during the perform- 
ance, she explained that she’d 
appreciate aisle seats. 

She got ’em. 


Ring Case Ends 
Monopoly Claim 


Washington, Nov. 13. 

Supreme Court turndown last 
week of Carl E. Ring’s appeal in 
the “Stovepipe Hat’ suit against 
the Dramatists Guild apparently 
ends the case. And since the action 
was based on a long-expired ver- 
sion of the Guild’s minimum basic 
contract with the League of N. Y. 
Theatres, the question of monopoly 
by the playwrights’ organizaticn ap- 
pears to be virtually closed. 

Ring’s previous appeal from the 
N. Y. Court of Appeals decision 
against him had been refused by 
the U. S. Supreme Court, so this 
new nix of his renewed appeal ap- 
parently leaves him no choice ex- 
cept to re-reappeal for a review of 
his previous re-appeal of the origi- 
nal appeal turndown. For practical 
purposes that means the case is 
dead. 

The question of Guild monopoly 
will hardly be raised again, at least 
under the old minimum basic con- 
tract which expired in 1945. And 
since the revised agreement of 
1946, eliminating the provisions 
that Ring alleged were monopolis- 
tic in the previous pact, has also 
expired, the situation now .ppears 
to be largely academic. Moreover, 
a new agreement being negotiated 
with the League is understood to 


(Continued on page 61) 


Sombrero Mapping Sked Of 
Tryouts With Eye on Bway; 
Producers Hunting Scripts 


Ann Lee and Richard Charlton, 
co-producers of the Sombrero The- 
atre, Phoenix, plan the presenta- 
tion of several new plays this 
winter, with the idea of bringing 
any promising shows to Broadway. 
There is active local interest in the 
financing of such projects, but the 
producers are having the usual 
difficulty finding suitable scripts. 


Sombrero season opens Jan. 15 
and will continue 10 weeks, with 
the possibility of a two-week ex- 
tension. Besides the tryouts, the 
schedule will include one musical 
and the rest revivals. As before, 
guest stars will be used. Also, 
there’s a prospect that deals will 
be made with Hollywood studios 
for productions of plays slated for 
filmization, with the idea of giving 
the screen director, stars, scena- 
rists, ete., a better idea of the 
story values of the properties. That 
setup was used by Paramount last 
winter in getting a pre-test of 
“Detective Story,” with Kirk 
Douglas playing the part at Som- 
brero that he was to have in the 
screen version. 


Miss Lee and Charlton were 
script-scouting in New York last 
week. Charlton left for the Coast 
to attend confabs with agents and 
stars. Miss Lee intends to remain 
east for several weeks, partly to 
discuss a tentative bid to appear 
in a Broadway play. Before start- 
ing the Phoenix operation and a 
summer spot at Santa Fe, she acted 
in several shows on Broadway and 
the road, and she has always had 
the idea of trying to combine that 
career with management of the two 
stock theatres. 

Irving Stiefel will again be gen- 
eral manager at Phoenix this win- 
ter, with Eddie Strumm returning 
as stage manager and Gladys White 
as treasurer. Other members of 














the staff are not set. 





Siegler Seeks 7:15 P.M. 


Preview for ‘Camera’ 


Plan to spark commuter theatre- 
going by moving curtain time 
ahead to 7:15 p.m. is being prepped 
by Show of the Month Club. Sylvia 
Siegler, SMC prez, has. been hud- 
dling with producers and business 
managers on the 7:15.Club plan, 


which hopes to offer one early per- 
formance a month. 


One hitch in the operation, which 
has yet to be ironed out, is the 
stagehands union demand for over- 
time pay for grips who begin work 
before the regular scheduled per- 
formance time. Overtime scale is 
expected to boost costs a f@w hun- 
dred dollars. Miss Siegler, how- 
ever, is currently dickering with 
Barry Hyams, press rep for “I Am 
a Camera,” for a 7:15 Club pre- 
view performance. 


Hartford Tryouts 
For Center Shows 


N. Y. City Center is planning 
to have out-of-town tryouts this sea- 
son for its legit revivals. Deal is 
reportedly about set to play a 
break-in week for each of the three 
shows at the New Parsons, Hart- 
ford, with the regular two-week 
engagement in New York to fol- 
low. It’s expected that the Hart- 
ford stands will be on a subscrip- 
tion basis. 


Tentative lineup of revivals this 
season includes Maurice Evans in 
Ibsen’s “Wild Duck,” Celeste Holm 
in “Anna Christie” and Judith An- 
derson in “Come of Age.” Guthrie 
McClintic will stage the last-named, 
but directors for the other two 
plays aren’t set. It’s understood 
that Eugene O’Neill would like to 
have Elia Kazan stage “Christie,” 
but it’s questionable if he’ll be 
available. 


With the season at the City Cen- 
ter opening Dec. 26, the first pro- 
duction would open Dec. 17 in Hart- 
ford, and the subsequent tryouts 
on Dec. 31 and Jan. 14. The City 
Center engagements would be for 
two weeks each, as in former years, 
with each show given a. dress re- 
hearsal the Monday prior to the 
local opening and a preview Tues- 
day night. - 

Sol Jacobson will pressagent the 
City Center season, succeeding 
Jean Dalrymple. 


There’s Wisdom in Choice 
For London ‘Charley’ Lead 


With a London production of 
“Where’s Charley?” due for next 
spring, probably in association with 
Louis Dreyfus, British comedian 
Norman Wisdom has been signed 
for the starring role. That is the 
part created on Broadway by Ray 
Bolger, who also stars in the War- 
ner film edition just completed in 
England. Cy Feuer and Ernest H. 
Martin, who produced the legit ver- 
sion on Broadway, are expected to 
do the London edition in partner- 
ship with Dreyfus. 

Wisdom was signed for the 
“Charley” lead after Feuer & Mar- 
tin saw him Sunday night (11) on 
the Ed Sullivan television show, 
although Martin had seen him pre- 
viously in London. Before going 
into rehearsal in “Charley” in Feb- 
ruary, Wisdom will appear in pan- 
tomime shows in England during 
the Christmas holidays. Before re- 
turning to England, however, he 
may play a stage date at Radio 
City Music Hall, N. Y. 

Wisdom’s agent, Billy Marsh, who 
accompanied him to the U. S., is 
also looking for acts for the “Folies 
Bergere” in London. In addition, 
he’ll leave for the Coast next week 
to try to sign film names for en- 
gagements in London and for pro- 
vincial tours in England. He’s asso- 
ciated with -the Bernard Delfont 
agency in London. 











Violinist Zino Francescatti re- 
turns to the U. S. today (Wed.), 





after almost a year’s absence 








abroad, to begin his 13th American 
\tour after the New Year. 





Pacific, Marking First Chi Anni, 
Sets Sail for Another Lush Year 


Chicago, Nov. 13. 

The touring company of “South 
Pacific,” with Janet Blair and Rich- 
ard Eastman in lead roles, will 
mark a year’s stay in Chicago to- 
morrow (Wed.). This record is sur- 
passed in recent generations by 
only three shows: a bedroom farce, 
“Goodnight Ladies,” which ran 100 
weeks six years ago at cut prices; 
“Oklahoma,” which ran 60 weeks 
in its first visit in 1943, and “Stu- 
dent Prince,” which stayed 59 
weeks in 1925-26. 

However, both in attendance and 
money, “South Pacific” is far ahead 
of all these productions. Musical 
play will have been seen by over 
850,000 people by this week, and 
by the end of the month over $2,- 
500,000 will have been taken in at 
the boxoffice, an all-time record in 
the midwest. 

With the exception of the last 
few weeks, which have been tem- 
pered by the November income tax 
hike and two premature blizzards, 
the show has been averaging close 
to $50,000 weekly, an all-time high 
for plays here. Only other time 
receipts were seriously off was dur- 
ing the general b.o. slump last 
summer. However, the musical has 
always been way above the break- 
even point. With a sellout, the 
Shubert can take in $51,256, about 
$500 above the New York mark. 
Scale is $1 below the Gotham tab, 
but this house has 2,100 seats in- 
stead of 1,659 at the Majestic. 

Unusual Angles 

Out of the top net, the theatre 
share runs about $13,250, bringing 
the Shuberts an annual take of over 
$775,000 for the house. In addi- 
tion, the show’s management has 
remodeled the dressing rooms, add- 
ing showers, etc. Company share 
(Continued on page 61) 


Yearly Xmas Wk. Legiter 
Mapped for Dallas Aud. 
As Cotton Bowl Adjunct 


Dallas, Nov. 13. 

Booking of “Gentlemen Prefer 
Blondes” into the State Fair Audi- 
torium, Dallas, for the Christmas- 
New Year week is part of plans 
by the house management to make 
that date an annual legit event. 
Idea is that with the annual. Cotton 
Bowl intersectional football game 
at the Fair Grounds New Year's 
Day, the legit engagement should 
be a runnerup to the bullish 16- 
day Fair stand in October. 

Last year, the first time a legiter 
was booked in for the Christmas- 
New Year week, “Kiss Me, Kate” 
grossed $63,000 in 10 perform- 
ances over the eight-day span. This 





formances over the same number 
of days. For this year’s Fair date 
Oct. 6-21, “Guys and Dolls” grossed 
$268,000 in 24 performances. Last 
year, “South Pacific” grossed $320,- 
000 for a similar engagement. 

The “Blondes” deal for the com- 
ing Dec. 25-Jan. 1 period was set 
in New York last week by Charles 
R. Meeker, Jr., managing director 
of the Auditorium, and Herman 
Levin, the show’s producer. 


‘Salesman’ Harmon Shaken 
Up in Bus-Truck Wreck 


St. Louis, Nov. 13. 

Lewis Harmon, here last week 
ahead of “Death of a Salesman,” re- 
vealed that he was shaken up but 
not seriously injured a few days 
before when the bus in which he 
was traveling from Wheeling, 
W. Va., to Newark, O., was struck 
and wrecked in a collision with a 
trailer-truck. 

The pressagent recently took 
over the “Salesman” assignment 
on short notice, when Carleton 
Miles became ill and returned to 
New York for hospitalization. 


No. 2 Yiddish Co. 


In an unusual twist for the Yid- 
dish theatre in America, a second 
company of a current New York 
Yiddish hit will be formed for a 
road tour. The show is “Don’t 
Worry,” Irving Jacobson-Edmund 
Zayenda production at the 2d Ave. 
Theatre. Road troupe starts late 
next month, with Zayenda as the 
star. 

Tour will embrace the east, 
mostly, opening in Philadelphia 
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Longhair Terp Troupes Way Up in Air 
Over Clouded Tax Exemption Status 





Interesting angle has cropped up + 


in connection with the recent U. S. 
20° admission tax exemption for 
cultural and educational groups, 
such as non-profit longhair organi- 
zations. The new tax law specifi- 
cally mentions symphony orches- 
tras and operas, but not ballets, 
although the big troupes (N. ¥. 
City Ballet Co., Ballet Theatre, 
Ballet Russe de Morte Carlo), are 
in the same non-profit niche as 
orchs and operas, run generally 
with deficits, and have to be sup- 
ported or sponso-ed by various 
foundations. 

The troupes concerned are try- 
ing to get rulings on the matter, or 
legal advice, while feeling sure that 
they come under the exemption. 


However, no steps are being 
taken in the case till situation is 
clarified. A matter of $400,000 to 
$500,000 is involved, with the dance 
troupes planning to keep this coin 
for operating needs when the prob- 
lem is cleared up. 


Although all three major troupes 
consider themselves exempt, there's 
some question about their respec- 
tive situations. The N. Y City Bal- | 
let Co. is a Gotham institution, 
with only home stays (although it 
did visit Chicago a year ago, and 
has been abroad). The other two 
troupes spend most of their season 
in touring around the country. 

Some feeling exists that the N. Y. 
City Ballet exemption is clear-cut, 
while the other two troupes are 
clouded by fact that their tours are 
on sharing deals. Since they share 
on the road with local managers 
or theatres on percentage deals, 
and the localites are profit-making 
entities, the exemption status 
seems obscured. Were the touring 
troupes on four-wall deals, han- 
dling the local engagements them- 
selves completely (which they 
don’t), their status, it’s felt, would 
be clearer. 

Intent of Law 

Intent of the law, ballet manage- 
ments feel, is to help non-profit 
groups like themselves. They feel 

omission of their category in the 
law was a technicality, or as one 
manager said, “because we. didn't 
have a lobby in Washington, like 
the orchestras or operas.” The 
“sharing deals’ problem is occa- 
sioned, however, by the fact that 
the law reads, in part, “all proceeds 
of which are exclusively to the 











Ballet Russe 19G in 9 


Despite St. Louis Snow 


St. Louis, Nov. 13. 
Despite the heaviest snowfall in 
39 years and generally bad weath- 
er throughout its one-week stand 





the Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo | at the 400-seat Las Palmas, draw- 


wound up its engagement at the 
American Theatre Sunday (11) | 
with a good $19,000 for nine per- 
formances. ; 

“Member, of the Wedding,” with 
Ethel Waters, Betty Lou Holland 
and Brandon de Wilde, opened a 
one-week engagement at the Amer- 
ican last night (Mon.). 


Banghart Buys Into 
Olney Strawhat 


Washington, Nov. 13. 
Kenneth Banghart, vet NBC 
newscaster, has purchased a one- 
third interest in the Olney Theatre, 
well-known Maryland strawhatter 


located about 20 miles from here, 
between Washington and Balti- 
more, and will be active in its 
operation as co-producer’ with 
Evelyn Freyman. Third partner 
is C. R. Stevens, wealthy dairy 
chain operator, who owns the rus- 
tic theatre property. 


Development may affect Rich- 
ard Skinner, theatre manager and 
co-producer for the past four sum- 
mers, 

Banghart, who got a taste of in- 
vestment in summer theatres in 
New England this past summer, 
will probably handle bookings 
from New York, and plans to come 
to Olney weekends and for his 
vacation. He will continue his 
NBC affiliation. He and Mrs. 
Freyman broke into_radio together 
with NBC about 14 years ago. 


Reopening of National 
Seen Threat to Gayety, 
Suburban D. C. Theatres 


Washington, Nov. 13. 














benefit of. . . .” In case of local 
profit-making managements they 
share in the proceeds, so that the 
take isn’t ‘exclusively to the bene- 
fit of’ the visiting ballet troupe. 
Then there’s the question of how 
tickets should be printed, with tax 
on local managements’ shares, and 
none on the terp troupe's. 


Those organizations with their 
own houses (Met Opera, N. Y. City 
Ballet, N. Y. Philharmonic) are as- 
sured the exemption applies to 





(Qne-Woman Opera to Have 


US. Preem at Carnegie Hall through the summer, cutting into 


Continuing his list of novelty 
presentations this season, conduc- 
tor Dimitri Mitropoulos will offer 
the concert version of a _ one- 
character opera at his N. Y. Phil- 
harmonic programs at Carnegie 
Hall, N. Y., this week 
18). This will be the first American 
performance of Arnold Schoen- 
berg’s monodrama, “Erwartung” 
(“Expectation”), performed in 
memory of the composer, who died 
July 14. 

Texas soprano Dorothy Dow, 
who sang the role at the Zurich 
Opera in 1949, will repeat it here. 
them. 


Shows in Rehearsal 





Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD ‘(Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
MC (Musical Comedy), MD (Musi- 


cal Drama), O (Operetta). 


“Child of the Morning” (D) —/ low, it will undoubtedly be the 
Eddie Dowling, John MacArthur, 


Pe Dowling, dir.; 


"Brien, star. 
{CD) — Chandler Cowles, 


Co., prod.; Elmer Rice, dir. 


dir.; Dorothy McGuire, star. 
HOLLYWOOD 


prod.-dir. 


(15-16-| ably reduce the normal patronage 


Margaret | tional Theatre’s rebirth. 
“Fancy Meeting You Here”) 
coon, prods.; George S. Rake, 

“Grand Tour” (D)—Playwrights| and Lawrence  Tibbett, 


“Legend of Lovers” (D)—Thea-| 11 in 
tre Guild, prod.; Peter Ashmore, | seats scaled to $4.80 te a brutal 


“My L. A.” (R)—William Trenk, 





News that Richard Aldrich and 
Richard Myers will take over the 
lease of the National Theatre next 
May, when Marcus Heiman’s lease 
expires, ard will convert the house 


(10) after building in the second of 
its two frames to $20,000. Tally 
provided a total of $36,000 for the 
run, about $12,000 below operating 
costs at the Biltmore. House re- 


VARIETY 





Ballet Theatre Up To 
$20,000 for 2d L.A. Week 


Los Angeles, Nov. 13. 
Ballet Theatre exited Saturday 


kindled again last night (Mon.) 
with “The Cocktail Party,” in for 
three weeks, first two frames of 
which are under Theatre Guild 
Auspices, 

Town’s sole other offering, “The 
Beaustone. Affair,”’ dipped slightly | 


ing about $4,300 for the frame. Fig- 
ure was still over the break-even 
point and the thriller holds another 
fortnight. 


Current Road Shows 


(Nov. 12-24) 








“Autumn Garden” (Fredric 
March, Florence Eldridge) — Er- 
langer, Chicago (12-24). 


“Candida” (Olivia de Havilland) 
—Metropolitan, Seattle (12-17); 
Geary, San Francisco (20-28). 


“Child of the Morning” (Marga- 
ret O’Brien) (tryout)—Broadway, 
Springfield, Mass. (16-17) (pre- 
miere); Shubert, Boston (19-24). 
“Cocktail Party” (Vincent Price, 
Marsha Hunt, Estelle Winwood, 
Rose Hobart)—Biltmore, Los An- 
geles (12-24). 


“Constant Wife” (Katharine Cor- 
nell, Brian Aherne, Grace George) 
(tryout)\—Hartman, Columbus (14- 
17) (premiere); American, St. 
Louis, Mo. (19-24) (original produc- 
ay reviewed in VARIETY, Dec. 8, 
26). 


“Darkness at Noon” (Edward G. 
Robinson)—Erlanger, Buffalo (12- 
15); Aud., Rochester (16-17); Nixon, 
Pittsburgh, Pa. (19-24). 


“Death of a ve ag Pi gS 
Dayton (12-14); Aud., Newark, O. 
(15); Virginia, Wheeling, W. Va. 
(16); Weller, Zanesville, O. (17); 
Town Hall, Toledo, Ohio (19-21); 
Hartman, Columbus, Ohio (22-24). 


“Fledermaus” Metropolitan — 
Royal Alexandra, Toronto (12-24), 
“Fledermaus” (Hurok)—Munic- 
ipal Aud., New Orleans (12); High- 
school Aud., Baton Rouge (13); 
City Aud., Beaumont (14); Music 
Hall, Houston (15-17); Texas Aud., 
Denton (19); Paramount, Austin, 
(20); Del Mar College, Corpus 
Christi~ (21); Aud., San Antonio 
(22); Melba Theatre, Dallas (23-24). 
“Gentlemen Prefer Biondes” 
——. Channing)—Palace, Chicago 
(1la- : 


“Gigi” (tryout) — Walnut St., 
Phila., (12-17); Shubert, New 
Haven, Conn. (19-24) (reviewed in 
VARIETY this week). 


“Guys and  Dolls”—Orpheum, 
Omaha (12-17); WRNT Theatre, 
Des Moines (19-24). 

“Happy Time’—Blackstone, Chi- 
cago (12-24) (reviewed in VARIETY 








back to legit, hit BD. C. last week 
with a considerable flurry of ex- 
citement. 


Indications are that restoration 
of the National will adversely af- 
fect not only the Gayety Theatre 
but also the area’s famed straw- 
hatter, the Olney (Md.) Theatre. 
Since the National is air-condition- 
ed, it can be expected to run 


Olney’s business. Aldrich has a 
big hand in steering summer the- 
atre plays, and it is believed he 
will book some into the National 
which would otherwise be routed 
to the Olney. What's more, with 
legit available in town, it will prob- 


for Olney, which is 20 miles up 
along the Markland countryside. 


While the Gayety plans to con- 
tinue to operate, the question of 
its prospects will depend upon the 
amount of touring legit available. 
Since its changeover from bur- 
lesque to legit nearly two years 
back, the backbone of the Gayety 
bookings has been Theatre Guild 
attractions. If the Guild returns 
to the somewhat larger National, 
the Gayety business will be hit a 
body blow. 


atre-in-the-round stock company, 
the Arena Stage. Since its audi- 
ence is specialized and nut is very 


least affected operation by the Na- 





‘Pan’ 12G, New Orleans 


Dallas, Nov. 13. 
“Peter Pan,” with Veronica Lake 
played 
three pecsrrmenees here Nov. 10- 
air Park Auditorium, with 


$6,800 in three. This also involved 
a loss to the house. 
Show did $12,000 in eight Nov. 


Town also has a resideni the-| Lawrence 





this week). 


“I Am a Camera” (tryout)—For- 
rest, Phila. (12-24) (reviewed in 
VaRIETY this week). 

“Kiss Me, Kate’”—Mosque, Rich- 
mane (12-17); Shubert, Phila. (19- 

), 

“Lo and Behold” (Leo G. Car- 
roll) (tryout)—New Parsons, Hart- 
ford (15-17) (premiere); Cass, De- 
troit (19-24). 

“Member of the Wedding” (Ethel 
Waters)—American, St. Louis (12- 
17); Orpheum, Kansas City (19-24). 

“Mister Roberts” (Tod Andrews) 
—Fox, Billings, Mont. (14); City 
Aud., Great Falls, Mont. (15); Mar- 
low, Helena, Mont. (16); Fox’s, 
Butte, Mont. (17-18); Fox, Spokane 
(20); Capitol, Yakima, Wash. (21); 
Metropolitan, Seattle (22-24). 

“Moon Is Blue” (2d Co.)—Harris, 
Chicago (12-24). 

“Moon Is Blue” (3d Co.) Gayety, 
Washington (12-24). 

“Never Say Never” (tryout)— 
Plymouth, Boston (12-17) (reviewed 
in Variety, Nov. 7, ’51). 

“Nina” (Gloria Swanson, David 
Niven, Alan Webb) (tryout)}—Shu- 
bert, Boston (12-17); Walnut St., 
Phil. (19-24) (reviewed in Variety, 
Nov. 7, °51). ; 

“Oklahoma”—Nixon, Pittsburgh 
(12-17); Hanna, Cleveland (19-24), 

“Peter Pan” (Veronica Lake, 
Tibbett) — Municipal 
Aud., Oklahoma City (13); Orphe- 
um, Kansas City (15-17); Great 
Northern, Chicago (19-24). 

“Point of No Return” (Henry 
Fonda) (tryout)—Colonial, Boston 
! ae (reviewed in Variety, Oct. 

, : ye 

“Rose Tattoo”—Locust St., Phila. 
(12-24). 

“Season in the Sun” (Victor 
Jory, Nancy Kelly)—Hanna, Cleve- 
land (12-17); Erlanger, Buffalo (19- 
22); Auditorium, Rochester (23-24). 

“South Pacific” (Janet Blair, 
Richard Eastham) — Shubert, Chi- 
cago (12-24). 
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character in “Top Banana,’ 


stantial backer. 


A condition of Ethel Merman’s 


up the entire $225,000 bankrolling. 


in all.) 


way engagement. 


Inside Stuff—Legit — 


Most of the backers of Richard Krakeur’s production of “Faithfully 
Yours” also had money in his recent presentation of “Twilight Walk” 
Former show is current at the Coronet, N. Y., but the latter folded 
after a brief Broadway run, at a loss of around $45,000. 
was capitalized at $60,000. Those who put up coin for t g 
include Krakeur himself ($11,500 in “Faithfully” and $24,166.67 in 
“Twilight”), Coast realtor-financier Louis R. Lurie ($5,000 in each) 
souvenir program agent Kal Efron ($600 in “Faithfu . 
“Twilight”), bandleader Meyer Davis, representing a syndicate ($1,209 
‘in “Faithfully” and $500 in “Twilight”), attorney Benet Polikoff ($600 
in “Faithfully” and $500 in “Twilight”), producer and ex-radio station 
owner Donald Flamm ($2,400 in “Faithfully” and $1,500 in “Twilight’”) 
William Morris agency attorney Morris Stoller, reported] " 
several associates in the firm ($3,000 in “Faithfully”), and Actors Fund 
president Walter Vincent ($3,000 in “Twilight”), 


“Faithfully” 
he offerings 


lly” and $500 in 


y representing 





Milton Berle, generally regarded as the prototype of the principal 

reinforced that impression and incidentally 
handed a surprise howl to the audience at last Wednesday night's (7) 
performance at the Winter Garden, N. Y. At the final curtain, after 
Phil Silvers and others had taken calls, Berle suddenly appeared in a 
costume similar to Silvers’ and took a bow. Fact that Silvers’ getup 
and characterization in the musical is an obvious takeoff of Berle, and 
that the latter was immediately recognizable, brought a yell from 
showgoers. Surprise curtain call by Berle was somewhat similar to 
unscheduled appearances he made last spring at the finale of several 
performances of “Seventeen,” of which he’s a co-producer and sub- 

He also has money in “Top Banana.” 





$125,000 picture deal with 20th- 


Fox to recreate her “Call Me Madam” role in film form was a $5,000 
bonus demand from the legit producers and authors for “expenses.” 
This was pro-rated among Leland Hayward, Howard Lindsay, Russel 
Crouse, Irving Berlin and the Radio Corp. of America which had put 


(RCA has already collected a 90G 


profit after getting back its investment and figures to realize $250,000 


Mitzi Green is being mentioned for the road tour to follow since 
Miss Merman conditioned contractually to limit her run to the Broad- 


When she leaves the play in June for her 20th-Fox 
film stint it ends her legit associations with “Madam.” 





Legit 
“Men and Women,” London 
drama by Shirland Quin, has been 
acquired by Gustav Blum for 
Broadway production this season 
.. . British legitfilm actor Dennis 
Price will play the male lead op- 
posite Rosalind Russell in Shepard 
Traube’s touring edition of “Bell, 
Book and Candle” ... Chandler 
Cowles, who co-produced last sea- 
son’s “Billy Budd,” by Louis O. 
Coxe and Robert Chapman, has ac- 
quired “The General” by the same 
authors, and plans a production 
this season, probably again in part- 
nership with Anthony Brady Far- 
rell... Albert Dekker will appear 
opposite British legit-film actress 
Glynis Johns in Herman Shumlin’s 
forthcoming production of ‘“Ger- 
tie,” by Enid Bagnold . . . Dodd 
Mead will publish a special edition 
of Shaw’s “Don Juan in Hell,” with 
a foreword by Charles Laughton, 
who staged and co-stars with 
Charles yer, Cedric Hardwicke 
and Agnes Morehead in Paul Greg- 
ory’s production of the piece. 
David Heilweil and Elizabeth 
Crain have formed a legit produc- 
tion partnership and are looking 
for scripts ... Kathryn Lee took 





week in “Two on the Aisle,” suc- 


ceeding Colette Marchand, who 
returned to France... “Lady 
Godiva,” a satirical comedy by 


Lawrence Langner, co-supervising 
director of the Theatre Guild, has 
been acquired by British producer- 
director Peter Cotes and is slated 
to open Dec. 4 in London... Ralph 
Lycett, pressagent and subscrip- 
tion director of the New Parsons, 
Hartford, and the Westport (Conn.) 
Country Playhouse, is in Pitts- 
burgh until Dec. 15... Mary Lass- 
well, author of “Suds in Your Eye” 


book and songs for a new musical, 
to be titled “Lonely Star.” 


“Slug It Glory,” a three-act 
newspaper whodunit written by 
Peter Panfeld, of San Antonio, wilil 
have its first showing at the San 
Pedro Playhouse, San Antonio, 
Dec. 12-15. Joe Salek, on loan 
from the San Antonio Little The- 
atre, will direct. 


While Jean Dalrymple (Mrs. 
Philip De Witt Ginder) is honey- 
mooning in Germany, her New 
York publicity office is in charge 
of her associate, Marian Graham 
. . . Walter Alford, associate to 
William _Fields, Playwrights Co. 
pressagent, returned Monday (12) 
on the Ile de France after a six- 
month vacation in Europe... 
Charles R. Meeker, Jr., managing 
director of the State Fair Audito- 
rium, returned yesterday (Tues.) to 
Dallas after a week in New York to 
book shows. He’s due back again 
in February or March .. . Saint 
Subber hopes to get Lillian and 
Dorothy Gish as co-stars of his pro- 

sed roduction of “The Grass 

arp,” Truman Capote’s dramatiza- 
tion of his own cprnent novel. 

Robert Breen, Jose Ferrer and 
Albert Marre are dickering for an 
off-Broadway theatre as a site for 





“To Dorothy, a Son” (tryout)— 








2-7 at the Civic, New: Orleans. 


Wilbur, Boston (12-17) (reviewed in 
Variety, Nov. 7, 51) $s 4 


an Equity repertory company .. . 
| Actress Marcia Henderson back 


over the featured dance spot last | 20 


and other novels, is writing the | Dec 


Bits 


and Larry Robinson plan an Equity 
stock company with a star policy 
at the Strand, Rockville Center, 
L. I.... Legit actor Torin Thatcher 
returned last week from a film 
stint in Italy ... Richard Rodgers 
arrived Monday (12) on the Queen 
Elizabeth after attending the Lon- 
don opening of “South Pacific.” 
Jay Chernio takes over as musi- 
cal director of “Gentlemen Prefer 
Blondes” in Chicago . . . Douglas 
Park Yiddish Theatre tried again 
to start a Jewish theatre season 
in Chicago, but flopped after sev- 
eral days... Play, “And You 
Never ow,” written for the 
American Theatre Wing by Nora 
Stirling, will be used in drive by 
the National Assn. for Mental 
Health ... Jerome Robbins, asso- 
ciate artistic director of the N. Y. 
City Ballet Co., for which he serves 
without pay, doesn’t waive royal- 
ties on his ballets used by the 
troupe, as erratumed. 


Future B’way Schedule 


“Never Say Never,” Booth, Nov. 
“To Dorothy, a Son,” Golden, 


Nov. 21. : 
“Gigi,” Fulton, Nov. 24 (reviewed 
in VaRIETY this week). ; 

“I Am a Camera,” Empire, 
Nov. 28 (reviewed in Variety this 
week). 

“Don Juan in Hell” (First Drama 
Quartet), Century, Nov. 29. 

“Nina,” Royale, Dec. 5. 

“Constant Wife,” National, Dec. 8. 

“Grant Tour,” unspecified thea- 
tre, Dec. 10. 

“Lo and Behold,” Booth, Dec. 12. 

“Point of No Return,” Alvin, 








, 28. 
“Fancy Meeting You Again,” un- 
specified theatre, week of Dec. 17. 

“Caesar” - “Antony,” Ziegfeld, 
Dec. 19. ; 

“Legend of Lovers,” unspecified 
theatre, Dec. 26. 

“Pal Joey,” Broadhurst, Dec. 27. 

“Jamie,” Broadway, early Jan- 
uary. 
“Koenig Masterpieces,” Play- 
house, Jan. 16. : 

“Jane,” unspecified theatre, mid- 
January. i 

“Shuffle Along,” unspecified the- 
atre, Jan. 21. . 

“Requiem for a Nun,” unspeci- 
fied theatre, Feb. 4. 

“Venus Observed,” Century, 
Feb. 11. : 

“M. Toulouse,” unspecified thea- 
tre, week of Feb. 11. 


‘Blondes’ for Bes Moines 


Des Moines, Nov. 13. q 
“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes. 
currently nearing the end of its 
Chicago run, will probably cf 
the KRNT Theatre here Jan. 18-22. 
Immediately after its Chicago _" 
gagement the musical will go 
Dallas for a Christmas-New Year 
stand at the State Fair Auditorium. 
“Guys and Dolls” opens a week's 
stay at the KRNT here next Mon- 








from a visit to her parents in Wil- 
| liamstown, Mass... . Jimmy Dias 


day (19). o* 
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Bad Weather Nicks Chi Boxoffice: 
Blondes’ $34,900, ‘Happy’ $15,400 


Chicago, Nov. 13. 

Blizzards first part of the week, 
with 18 degree temperatures, 
knocked Chi’s legit take down 
again. “Happy Time” got fair 
notices but only fair coin. “Autumn 
Garden” opened yesterday (12) at 
the Erlanger to all favorable no- 
tices and brisk trade. “Member 
of the Wedding” picked up in its 
final week. 

“South Pacific” is here a year 
today (Wed.) and prospects look 
for it to stay until spring. ‘“Gen- 
tlemen Prefer Blondes” rounds out 
a good two months, and “Moon Is 
Blue” clips right along, going into 
the second half of the year. 

Estimates for Last Week 


“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,” 
Palace (8th week) ($5; 2,200). 
Dropped again to $34,900. 

“Happy Time,” Blackstone (ist 
week) ($3.80; 1,358). Not so happy, 
with light $15,400. 

“Member of the Wedding,” Er- 
langer (8th week) ($3.80; 1,334). 
Closed with fair $15,200 Saturday 
(10). 

“Moon Is Blue,” Harris (28th 
week) ($4.40; 1,000). Neither snow 
nor hail hurt much with $19,100. 

“South Pacific,” Shubert (52nd 
week) ($5; 2,100). Sagged further 
to $40,500. 


Gigi’ $6,800 in 4, 
‘Moon’ 116, Philly 


Philadelphia, Nov. 13. 

With six bookings piled up for 
the next three weeks, Philly’s four 
legit houses promise considerable 
activity, but there is still a notable 
absence of musical offerings on 
the list. In fact, from now until 
Xmas, there are only three offer- 
ings which might be placed in that 
category. 

Forrest currently has “I Am a 
Camera,” John van Druten’s new 
play, which opened a tryout last 
night (12) against “The Rose 
Tattoo,” in at the Locust for three 
weeks. Both advance sales were 
fairly good if not noteworthy. 
Next’ Monday, opening against 
“Kiss Me, Kate’s” return at the 
Shubert, is “Nina” at the Walnut, 
which has a large mail-order. 
“Point of No Return,” highly 
touted, is skedded for Nov. 27 at 
the Forrest. 

Estimates for This Week 

“Gigi,” Walnut (1st wk) ($3.90; 
1,340). World preem Thursday (8) 
was well received, with one rave 
notices and two good ones; $6,800 
in four performances. “Nina” next 
Monday has large mail-order sale. 

“Moon Is Blue,” Forrest (4th 
week) ($3.90; 1,760). Tepid $11,000 
in fourth and final week. “I Am a 
Camera” opened last night (12), 
drawing first string crix from 
“Rose Tattoo” at the Locust be- 
cause of its novelty. 


SADLER’S SOCK $65,400 
FOR SEVEN IN SPLITS 


Sadler’s Wells Theatre Ballet is 
continuing its hot pace on the 
road, with a huge $65,400 take 
racked up for seven performances 
last week. 

Troupe did $37,200 for three at 
the Northrop, Minneapolis, Mon- 
day-Wednesday (5-7); $9,100 in a 
single at the Orpheum, Omaha, 
Thursday; about 500 at the 
Auditorium, Sioux City, Friday, 
and $10,600 for two showings at 
the KRNT, Des Moines, Saturday. 


‘Tattoo’ $17,300 In 
N.H.-Providence Split 


. New Haven, Nov. 13. 
Biz leaped to SRO for the finale 
of the three-day stand of “Rose 
attoo” at the Shubert last week 
{8-10). At a $3.60 top on four per- 
ormances, gross reached a 
estimated $11,500. 
In four ormances Monday 
ei h W nestey at the Me ef 
ence, “Tattoo” gros: 7 
800, to total $17,300 for the week. 


‘Juan’ 30G, Montreal 


Y Montreal, Nov. 13. 

Don Juan in Hell” did an un- 
expected, boff $30,000 last week 
at His Majesty’s,-with this 1,712- 














Seater scaled to $3.38, 
Originally slated as @ two- 
— pon Juan” was u to 
ull week on the hunch man- 
ager Phil -—" . d 











an 


‘6 b] ° 
Salesman’ 86 in 5 
Dayton, Nov. 13. . 

The touring “Death of a Sales- 
man” pulled a healthy $8,000 last 
week in five performances over 
four stops. 

Dates included Monday (5) at 
Purdue U., Lafayette, Ind.; Tues- 
day (6) at Indiana U., Bloomington; 
Wednesday and Thursday (7-8) at 
the Memorial Auditorium, Louis- 
ville, and Friday night (9) at the 
Coliseum, Evansville, Ind. 


‘DOLLS’ TORRID $45,500 








IN THIRD KAYCEE WEEK | 


Kansas City, Nov. 13. 
“Guys and Dolls” closed its 
three-week run here with boffo biz 





| 


‘Cocktail’ Fair $18,000 
In Fourth Frisco Week 


San Francisco, Nov. 13. 

“The Cocktail Party” slipped to 
$18,000 for its fourth and final 
frame at the 1,758-seat Curran last 
week. Show, starring Vincent 
Price, Marsha Hunt and Estelle 
Winwood, was scaled to $3.60, 

Booked for two weeks, Ballet 
Theatre opened last night (12) at 
the Curran. House is scaled to 
$4.20. 


Return’ $25,000, 
‘Nina 21!56, Hub 


Boston, Nov. 13. 

Henry Fonda’s first stage ap- 
pearance in the Hub in the new 
play, “Point of No Return”’ is pull- 
ing capacity biz to the Colonial for 
its three-week trial run. House is 
SRO for remaining two weeks, 
which sets a house record for a 





for the final stanza, racking up a ;}comedy drama at the Colonial. 


torrid $45,500. This was the best | “Nina,” 


in its second frame at the 


of the three weeks here, partly at- | Shubert, is only fair, with same 


tributed to weather, 


which was | applying to “Never Say Never,” in 


favorable all week. Musical played i second stanza at the Plymouth. 


in the Fox Midwest Orpheum The- 
atre, brought in by John Antonello, 
Oct. 23-Nov. 10. 

Three-week run here topped 
$120,000, great money for any 
show. The former weeks were $34,- 
000 for the first week of only five 
days with seven performances, and 
$41,000 for the second week of 
eight performances. Top price was 
$4.88. Money garnered by the show 
beats even that taken by “South 
Pacific,” although this show played 
only two weeks last season. ‘“Paci- 
fic” still holds the week record of 
$51,000. 


Roberts’ $18,800 for 9 In 
Mpls.; 236 in 2 at St. Paul 


Minneapolis, Nov. 13. 

In face of Sadler’s Wells The- 
atre Ballet opposition, “Mister 
Roberts,” playing its third local 
engagement, grabbed off $18,800 
for six nights and three matinees 
at a $3.60 top in the 1,900-seat Ly- 
ceum through Monday (12). Con- 
sidering show previously had 
copped $106,000 here in two pre- 
vious engagements, comprising 17 
nights and five matinees, current 
— accomplishment rates 
bo 


“Roberts” in St. Paul Monday- 
Tuesday (5-6) grossed $2,500. 


‘Oklahoma’ Fine $36,550 


In Buffalo-Canton Split 


Canton, O., Nov. 13. 

“Oklahoma,” in first half of last 
week, at the Erlanger, Buffalo, 
racked up a $9,700 take. In second 
half, with four shows in three days 
at the Memorial Aud. here, show 
hit a rollicking $26,850, for week’s 
total of $36,550. 

Metropolitan Opera ‘“Fleder- 
maus” grossed $11,200 for two-day, 
three-performance stand Nov. 2-3. 
“Holiday On Ice” net after taxes, 
for nine days, was $70,400. 

Harry Lashinsky, former film ex- 
hibitor and roadshow promoter, 
who also books for Charleston 
(W. Va.), Huntington and Norfolk, 
is in New York this week with 
partner Mike Chase, to set dates 
for “Kiss Me, Kate,” “South Pa- 
cific,’ and other touring produc- 
tions pencilled in heretofore. 

Lashinsky, Chase and their other 
partner, Stan Luntz—all scrap 
metal dealers—now are aiming for 
Gene Autry, Roy Rogers, Mario 
Lanza, “Guys and Dolls,” and any 
other bigtime deal they can sew up. 


Kate’ $27,000, Balto 


Baltimore, Nov. 13. 


“Kiss Me, Kate” made a return 
visit to Ford’s here last week and 
built a robust $27,000 total, with 
only Wednesday matinee slightly 
off in the solid eight frolics ac- 
complished. Don Swann’s theatre- 
in-the-round production of “Ah, 
Wildnerness,” starring Frank Mc- 
Hugh, at the Sheraton Belvedere, 
drew some fairish response figured 
at $4,000. Julie Haydon, in “Peg 
O’ My Heart,” is current. 


Ford’s again goes dark with a 
big total of two weeks filled to 
date and nothing on the calendar 
for the near future. 


‘Sun’ $5,900, M’w’kee 
Milwaukee, Nov. 13. 
2 eal bert: lad: Gusk, ‘preming 
ormances 














only pee for eight perf 
at the Davidson. 

Nancy Kelly-Victor Jory starrer 
moved to the , Cleveland, for 
this _— = on 











ublin Players opened Monday 


|(12) at John Hancock Hall, where 


they will present three plays dur- 
ing the two-week stand. Skedded 
for Monday (19) is Margaret 
O’Brien’s legit fling, ‘“‘Child of the 
Morning,” in for a two-weeker at 
the Shubert. 


Estimates for Last Week 


“Never Say Never,” Plymouth 
(Ist wk) (1,200; $3.60). Not too 
good at $9,500. Final week cur- 
rent. House will be dark until 
“Moon Is Blue” bows in Nov. 26. 

“Nina,” Shubert (lst wk) (1,700; 
$4.20). Not up to expectations at 
$21,500. Final week current. 


“Point of No Return,” Colonial 
(Ist wk) (1,500; $4.20). Opened 
Tuesday (6) to unanimous crix 
plaudits and pulled a staunch $25,- 
000 for seven performances. 

“To Dorothy, a Son,” Wilbur (2d 
wk) (1,200; $3.60). Yanked with a 
pee to go. Dismal $6,000. House 

ark. 


PASSION PLAY BOFF 706 
FOR 3 KAYCEE WEEKS 


Kansas City, Nov. 13. 


Black Hills Passion Play closed 
its three-week stand in the World 
War II Memorial Building here last 
week (6) with a gross topping 
$70,000, big money for the 1,800- 
seat house in a midtown location. 
Religious drama has not been seen 
here since 1939. Prices were scaled 
down from $3.66 for the Oct. 18- 
Nov. 6 dates. 


Attendance for 24 regular and 
eight special performances was 
clocked at 37,000 according to the 
Most Rev. Joseph M. Marling, 
auxiliary bishop of the Kansas City 
diocese. The play was sponsored 
by the Catholic Youth Council, the 
biggest promotion the group has 
ever undertaken, according to 
Bishop Marling. 


The Josef Meier company plays 
other dates in Missouri and Kansas 
for the next couple of weeks. 


‘Camera’ $10,300 for Four 
In Preem at Hartford 


Hartford, Nov. 13. 


“7 Am A Camera” grossed a neat 
$10,300 in three days (four per- 
formances) here Thursday through 
Saturday (8-10) at the New Parsons 
Theatre. Saturday matinee was 
weak, with near sellouts for the 
night traffic. Morning and evening 
paper critics gave good notices. 

’ Play was the second since the 
house opened Nov. 1. 


‘Garden’ $20,700, Detroit 


Detroit, Nov. 13. 

“Autumn Garden,” starring 
Fredric March and Florence El- 
dridge, did a fine $20,700 last week 
at the Cass. 

Both the Shubert and Cass are 
dark currently. The Cass reopens 
Nov. 19 for a week of “Lo and 
Behold,” featuring Leo G. Carroll. 
The Shubert reopens Nov. 25 with 
“Oklahoma,” in for two weeks. 


‘Darkness’ $15,800, Tor. 


Toronto, Nov. 13. 

Despite good notices, “Darkness 
at Noon,” with Edward G. Robin- 
son, grossed an indifferent $15,800 
at the Royal Alexandra here, with 
the 1,525-seater scaled at a $4 top. 
Snowstorm at -.-—} of the 
week hurt, ditto later counter- 
attractions, with “Darkness” pick- 
up at end of the week, though 


stilt fo only fair business. 














2 clear upturn after two weeks of 
| 


Business on Broadway last week | 
was generally about even with the| 
| previous week, but conditions were | 
| spotty. Attendance failed to} 

follow the precedent of the three 
| previous years, in which there was 





slump. However, conditions se | 
| proved late iast week and indica- | 
tions are that this week will be| 
| better and that at least a healthy 
| pace will continue througn Thanks- 
| giving week. 

The total gross for all 24 
shows last week was $605,800, 
or 75% of capacity (for the 
corresponding frame last year 
the 23 current shows grossed 
$539,400, or 77°, representing a 
jump of 7% from the preced- 
week). 

Week before last the 


total 


gross for 23 shows was $566,800, 
or 76% of capacity, a drop of 
4%. 


Last week's only opening, ‘“Dino- 
saur Wharf,’ was panned and did 
a quick fold. Other closings last 
week included “‘Lace On Her Petti- 
coat,” the return engagement of 
Mae West in “Diamond Lil” and 
the British religioys-drama import, 
“Sleep of Prisoners.’”’ This week's 
single opener was “Paint Your 
Wagon,” which premiered Monday 
night (12). 

Of the recent entries, “Top 
Banana” got away to a fine start 
and appears likely to become a 
smash, “Barefoot in Athens” and 
“The Number” did only moderate 
business for the first full week 
and must be rated questionable. 
Of the other new-season offerings, 
“Remains To Be Seen” was again 
near capacity, “Love and Let 
Love,” “Faithfully Yours,” “Glad 
Tidings” and ‘Music in the Air” 
are still benefiting from theatre 
parties and therefore aren’t yet 
clearly indicated, but ‘“Fourposter” 
looks promising and “Saint Joan” 
held up nicely in its first week 
off Theatre Guild subscription. 


Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
MC (Musical Comedy), MD (Musi- 
c’’ Drama), O (Operetta). 

Other parenthetic figures refer, 
respectively, to top price, (*indi- 
cates using two-for-ones), number 
of seats and capacity gross. Price 
includes 20% amusement tar, but 
— are net: i.e., exclusive of 
ay. 
“Affairs of State,” Music Box 
(58th wk) (C-$4.80; 1,012; $26,874) 
(June Havoc). Nearly $18,000 (pre- 
vious week, $17,700). 

“Barefoot in Athens,” Beck (2d 
wk) (D-$4.80; 1,124; $28,000). First 
full week, almost $13,000 on Thea- 
tre Guild subscription (previous 
week, first five performances drew 
$11,000, plus $4,100 for two pre- 
views); management put about 
$6,000 into. intensive newspaper- 
radio ads over the last few days. 

“Call Me Madam,” Imperial (57th 
wk) (MC-$7.20; 1,400; $51,847) 
(Ethel Merman). Almost $52,200 
(previous week, $52,000). 

“Diamond Lil,” Broadway (9th 
wk) (CD-$3.60-$3; 1,900; $32,747) 
(Mae West). Over $11,600 (previous 
week, $8,600); closed last Saturday 
night (10) after 67 performances. 

“Dinosaur Wharf,” National (1st 
wk) (D-$4.80; 1,172; $29,534). Open- 
ed Thursday night (8) to one favor- 
able notice (Chapman, News) and 
seven pans (Funke, Times; Cole- 
man, irror; Garland, Journal- 
American; Hawkins, World-Tele- 
gram & Sun; Kerr, Herald Tribune; 
Pollock, Compass; Watts, Post); 
first four performances drew $2,- 
800; closed Saturday night (10) at 
loss of about $22,000. 

“Faithfully Yours,” Coronet (4th 
wk) (C-$4.80; 1,027; $28,378) (Rob- 
ert Cummings-Ann Sothern). Near- 
ly $22,300 (previous week, $20;600). 

“Fourposter,” Barrymore (3d 
wk) (C-$4.80; 1,060; $28,060) (Jes- 
sica Tandy-Hume Cronyn). About 
$23,700 (previous week, $22,200). 

“Glad Tidings,” Lyceum (5th wk) 
(C-$4.80; 995; $22,845) (Melvyn 
Douglas-Signe Hasso). Almost $14,- 
500 (previous week, $15,000). 

“Guys and Dolls,” 46th Street 
(Slst wk) (MC-$6.60; 1,319; $43,- 
904). As usual, $44,400. 

“King and I,” St James (33d wk) 
(MD-$7.20; 1,571; $51,717) (Ger- 
trude Lawrence}. Same, $51,700. 

“Lace on Her Petticoat,” Booth 
(10th wk) (C-$4.80; 766; $20,235). 
Over $5,400 (previous week, $4,800): 
closed last Saturday night (10) 








after 79 performances, at estimated 
loss of $35,000. 
“Love and Let Love,” Plymouth 





Bway Unsteady, Fails to Recover: 
But Banana’ SRO $50,900 First Wk. 
Fourposter’ $23, 


100; ‘Barefoot’ 136 


(4th wk) (C-$4.80-$6; 1,063; $32,- 
000) (Ginger Rogers). Nearly $27,- 
800 (previous week, $25,000). 

“Moon Is Blue,” Miller (36th wk) 
(C-$4.80; 920; $21,586) (Barbara Bel 
Geddes-Donald Cook-Barry Nel- 
son). Over $21,200 (previous week, 
$21,000). 

“Music in the Air,” Ziegfeld (5th 
wk) (O-$6; 1,628; $48,244) (Dennis 
King-Jane Pickens-Charles Win- 
ninger-Conrad Nagel). Almost $30,- 
300 (previous week, $29,800). 

“Remains to Be Seen,” Morosco 
(5th wk) (C-$4.80-$6; 912; $25,700). 
Over $24,900 (previous week, $24,- 
800). 

“Saint Joan,” Cort (6th wk) (D- 
$4.80; 1,056; $27,000) (Uta Hagen). 
First week off Guild subscription 
drew nearly $20,500 (previous 
week, $22,900). 

“Seventeen,” Broadhurst (21st 
wk) (MC-$6; 1,160; $36,000). Al- 
most $20,700 ‘(previous week, $20,- 
000); must vacate the house Dec. - 
22, but may lay off four weeks 
starting Nov. 24, then tour. 

“Sleep of Prisoners,” St. James 


Church (4th wk) (D-$4.80; 900; 
$20,000). Nearly $6,300 (previous 
week, $6,400); closed Saturday 


night (10), after 31 performances; 
will tour, playing churches. 

“South Pacific,” Majestic (134th 
wk) (MD-$6; 1,659; $50,186) (Roger 
Rico-Martha Wright). As _ usual, 
about $50,500. 

“Stalag 17,” 48th St. (Q@7th wk) 
(CD-$4.80; 921; $21,547). Almost 
$16,100 (previous week, $15,100). 

“The Number,” Biltmore (2d wk) 
(D-$4.80; 920; $22,600). First full 
week drew nearly $11,800 (previ- 
ous week, first four performances 
grossed $11,500; plus $1,200 for a 
preview). 

“Top Banana,’ Winter Garden 
(2d wk) (MC-$6.60-$7.20; 1,519; 
$51,881) (Phil Silvers). First full 
week drew the standee limit at all 
performances, but theatre party 
commissions (six dates) limited the 
gross to over $50,900 (previous 
week, first four performances got 
$27,500, plus $10,100 for two pre- 
views). 

“Tree Grows in Brooklyn,” Al- 
vin (30th wk) (MC-$7.20; 1,331; 
$47,167) (‘Shirley Booth-Johnny 
Johnston). Almost $22,700 (previ- 
ous week, $21,900); closing Dec. 8. 

“Two on the Aisle,” Hellinger 
(17th wk) (R-$6; 1,527; $49,563) 
(Bert Lahr-Dolores Gray). About 
$42,500 (previous week, $52,300). 

OPENING THIS WEEK 

“Paint Your Wagon,” Shubert 
(MC-$7.20; 1,361; $46,000) (James 
Barton). Cheryl Crawford produc- 
tion, with book and lyrics by Alan 
Jay Lerner, music by Frederick 
Loewe; capitalized at $225,000, plus 
$22,500 overcall, cost about $185,- 
000 ‘excluding $25 000 in bonds 
and about $14,000 tryout loss); can 
break even at around $32,000; has 
a reported advance of nearly $500, 
000, including almost $300,000 in 
50 theatre parties; opened Monday 
night (12) to four favorable notices 
(Atkinson, Times; Chapman, News; 
Coleman, Mirror; Pollock, Com- 
pass), three unfavorable (Garland, 
Journal-American; Kerr, Herald 
Tribune; Watts, Post) and one in- 
conclusive (Hawkins, World-Tele- 
gram and Sun); reviewed in 
VARIETY this week. 


‘Candida’ $20,600 
For 7 in Split 


Tacoma, Nov. 13. 

Olivia de Havilland in “Candida” 
did hefty business last week in four 
dates en route from the midwest to 
the northwest. Starting with $3,100 
for two performances Sunday and 
Monday (4-5) at the Lyceum, Min- 
neapolis, the Thomas Hammond 
revival drew $8,600 for two shows 
Thursday (8) at the Fox, Spokane, 
added $3,800 for a single time 
Friday night (9) at the Capitol, 
Yakima, and closed the string with 
$5,100 for two performances Satur- 
day (10) at the Temple here. That 
brought the take to $20,600 for the 
seven performances. 

Actress’ infant son was taken ill 
with a virus infection Wednesday 
and her husband, novelist Marcus 
Goodrich, planed to Spokane next 
day to join them. Kid had recover- 
ed by the weekend. 

Meanwhile, Norris Houghton, 
who staged the production, joined 
the company for checkup re- 
hearsals during the Seattle engage- 
ment this week, preparatory to the 
- ~ aaa run starting next 
week. 
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Plays on 


Paint Your Wagon 


Cheryl Crawford production of musical 
eomedy in two acts (17 scenes), with book 
and lyrics by Alan Jay Lerner, music by 
Frederick Loewe. Stars James Barton; 
features Olga San Juan, Tony Bavaar, 
James Mitchell. Dances and musical en- 
sembles by Agnes de Mille; entire produc- 
tion directed by Daniel Mann;, scenery, 
Oliver Smith; costumes, Motley; orchestra 
and chorus direction, Franz Allers; light- 
ing, Peggy Clark; orchestrations, ed 
Royal; music for dances, Trude Rittman; 

roduction associate, Bea Lawrence. At 

hubert, N. Y., Nov. 12, ’51; $7.20 top 
($9.60 opening). 

, err Bert Matthews 
Jennifer Rumson.........- Olga San Juan 
Salem Trumbull........... Ralph Bunker 
PABMOE .. .-. ccccveceesecoss Ted Thurston 
Ben Rumson ...ceccccess: James Barton 
Steve Bullmack........6.+: Rufus Smith 
Pete Billings ........e0.:: James Mitchell 
Cherry «§«=si‘(“‘COC*C§} ep ec wwccccccees Kay Medford 
Jake Whippany......++-:+- 
Mike Mooney.....«++.+.s- John Randolph 


- Between” provides the first real 
Dr. Newcomb. ....cecees.: David any + | lift, and the slightly altered ver- 


apbeceseess Chun-Tao Cheng is -classic “Mad Dog” 
Edgar Crocker......-... Richard Aherne sion of his now-classic B 


Sing YUy. ...-.cececesere Tom 


Lee Zen 


Sandy Twist Jared Reed 


Reuben Sloane.......... Gordon Dilworth | solid comedy sock of the show. 
rene eae 
ee) ~ 0 Maricle | debut in the top-featured role of 
erwood | his daughter, is a button-faced pint- 
Bert Matthews 
covees Lorraine Havercroft . 
eeeiewas Gemze De Lappe | and drive. 


Julio, Valveras .......-..-- 
Jacob Woodling ........ 
Elizabeth Woodling.... 
Sarah Woodling........ Jan Sh 
Dutchie PRESTO NE ; 
Carmeliita 
Yvonne Sorel 
Suzanne Duval.........-+. 
Wisk6 i$ tt eonenaes 


Rocky ; 
Joe rc ree ee ee oe wh 
John Schickiling. John 


Thurston, Norman Weise. 
Dancers: Mary Burr, Tamara Chapman 


Gemze de Lappe, Joan Diorup, Katia principal male dancer in “Briga- 


Geleznova. Dorothy Hill, Stuart Hodes 


Jean Houloose, Carmelita Lanza. Robert . , e 
Marrow. ona’ Murai, Paul Olson, Dick| notably. in partnership with an 


Price, Charlotte Ray, Mavis Ray, Fred 


erick Schaeffen. John Smolko, Gisella 


Svetlik, James Tarbutton. 





Now that “Paint Your Wagon’ 


has fimally reached Broadway, it’s 
obvious why the premiere was twice 


postponed, extending the road try 


out to seven weeks. For although 
this Alan Jay Lerner-Frederick 
Loewe muster yg : — . 4 
deeming qualities, it tends to be : ro 
heavy, overlong and progressively Richard Aherne and Gordon Dil 
exhausting. Because of its huge 
advance sale, the Cheryl Crawford 
production is sure of at least a 


moderate run, but despite some o 


the favorable daily reviews it is 
likely to get mixed audience com- 
ment, and is a dubious bet to earn 


back its $247,500 investment. 


The three outstanding merits o 
the show are the songs, 


animated dancing 


Robert Penn | yocal and soft-shoe routine to “In 


Geeta ovatiin and is an acceptable musical com- 
Raymond Janney....... Gordon Dilworth edy actress, but gets somewhat ob- 
pease es James Tarbutton| scured in the lugubrious portion 


Norman Weise 
Sam ...+. Delbert Anderson of the second ee 1 od 
Singers: Delbert Anderson, John An- a television per ormer aisO MmakK- 
derson, Gino Baldi, Edward Few seek ing his stage bow, sings agreeably 
’ ¥ ° F e, maz . a 
Dabdoub. John Faulkner pe ae faa oo and has a pleasant personality, al 


Spach, Newton Sullivan, Feodor Tedick.| though he’s slightly stiff’ as an 
David Thomas, Edevar Thompson, Ted actor. 


which | py Motley are stunningly atmos- 
seems the best Lerner and Loewe | pheric. 


have yet written; James Barton,| Franz Allers seems a definite as- 
who supplies life-saving vitality and | sist for the show. 
personal sparkle as star, and the 


and musical] are uncertain, “Wagon” seems a 


Broadway 


Him” and “Wand’rin’ Star.” How- 
ever, several of the tunes have a 
reminiscent quality and the two 
vutstanders, “I Still See Elisa” 
and “In Between,” are probably 
enhanced considerably by Barton’s 
sock delivery. 

As the crusty, scheming and like- 
able prospector who founds a town 
and names it after himself, then 
becomes a combination mayor, 
sheriff, justice of the peace, judge 
and philosopher-with-a-bottle, Bar- 
ton gives a powerhouse perform- 
ance. If he occasionally tends to 
go overboard a bit with vaudeville 
tricks, it’s probably an actual as- 
sist for the show. Certainly his 


drunk act from vaude is the only 


Olga San Juan, making her legit 


sized girl with considerable vitality 
She sells a song well 


Tony Bavaar, 


; James Mitchell, who clicked as 


‘| doon,” scores’ again in “Wagon,” 
-| eye-catching, deft little ballerina 
named Gemze de Lappe. There’s 
also one striking terp number by 
,|Mary Burr. Others notable in the 
large cast include Ralph Bunker 
as a mining town storekeeper, Kay 
Medford as a dancehall madam, 
Jacob Woodling as a Mormon and 
Jan Sherwood (particularly) and 
Marijane Maricle as his wives, and 
Rufus Smith, John Randolph, 


worth as gold-rush adventurers. 
Most of Miss de Mille’s musical 
ensembles and_ especially the 
f dances have electrifying effect, 
and Daniel Mann’s overall staging 
keeps the action moving as well as 
the book allows. Oliver Smith has 
supplied enough vivid scenery to 
fill a freight train (and possibly 
f | will someday), while the costumes 





The musical direction by 


Although its Broadway prospects 


“= 


interminable note, presently be- 
comes a monotonous dirge. There 
is no lightness in the writing, all 
the events being related in an 
unvarying,’ morose key. Terese 
Hayden’s intense staging gives all 
scenes identical value and most of 
the actors give colorless perform- 
ances that gradually iurn the piece 
into an expressionless sermon, It 
is significant that every scene is 
played in gloomy night. However, 
Samuel Leve has provided an at- 
mospheric setting of barge and 
pier, with a cyclorama on which 
an East River bridge is projected. 
In the generally plodding per- 
formance, James Gregory at least 
has a sinister sort of animal quality 
as the villainous gangster, Harri- 
son Dowd is plausible as the girl's 
father, and Tom Russino registers 
in the positive role of a union 
member whose refusal to play 
stooge costs him his life. But Lois 
Wheeler and Leo Penn seem 
curiously enigmatic as the young 
lovers, and the others never emerge 
ig the kind of haze of uniform- 
ity. 
Considering the unusual amount 
of worry, sweat and, at least figur- 
atively, tears that went into the 
production, “Dinosaur Wharf” is 
especially disappointing. But dis- 
appointing it is. Hobe. 
(Closed Saturday night (10) 
after four performances.) 


Legit Follow-Ups 


The Happy Time 

(BLACKSTONE, CHICAGO) 
Chicago, Nov. 5. 

What should have been a happy 
occasion for Chicago theatregoers 
was the arrival of “Happy Time”’ 
here last week. What emerged, 
however, was an occasionally funny 
piece, minus most of the warmth 
that made it a hit on Broadway 
for so many months. In this case 
the error rests not in the play, 
but in the casting. 
Helmut Dantine, as the father in 
the Samuel Taylor play, is apparent- 
ly miscast, lacking the gentleness 
and tongue-in-cheek treatment, 
that should hold his brothers and 
the rest of the cast in balance. 
Only in the last act does he seem 
to give much more than a reading 
of his part. Mary Fickett, as the 
mother, also gives her part a hur- 
ried treatment. 
Much of this is overshadowed, 
however, by the play-stealing work 
of Warren Berlinger, as the son, 
who is discovering the facts of life 
in the usual muddled way of the 
adolescent. Lad lifts most of the 
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Gigi 
Philadelphia, Nov. 8. 

Gilbert Miller production of comedy in 
two acts (six scenes) by Anita Loos, 
adapted from the French novel by Co- 
lette. Features Cathleen Nesbitt, Michael 
Evans, Josephine Brown, Bertha Belmore, 
Audrey Hepburn. Directed by Raymond 
Rouleau; settings by Raymond Sovey. At 
Walnut Street Theatre, Philly, Nov. 8, 51. 
RRs eavicinacvecedaeces Audrey Hepburn 
Mme. Alvarez........... Josephine Brown 
ris Patston 
Michael Evans 
Francis Compton 
Alicia de St. Ephraim . Cathleen Nesbitt 
DR scatesheaonan ses Bertha Belmore 





Anita Loos has done a bang-up 
job in fashioning a play from the 
novel by the popular French writ- 
er, Colette, and Gilbert Miller has 
aided and abetted her handsomely 
with a cast and all-over production 
that is directly in the famed Froh- 
man tradition, even down to the 
brilliant casting and acting of a 
couple of servant roles. 


“Gigi,” which has been done in 
dramatic form abroad and also has 
been filmed, is—as it should be— 
strictly Gallic in mood and spirit. 
And it is somewhat on the remark- 
able side that Miss Loos has been 
able to fuse her brash and strictly 
Americanized talents as empha- 
sized in “Gentlemen Prefer 
Blondes,” with the volatile and gra- 
ciously “unmoral” (in contra-dis- 
tinction to “immoral’’) original of 
the extremely prolific French wom- 
an novelist. 

Rumor had it in advance that 
“Gigi” would be overboard with 
salaciousness, but this didn’t prove 
to be the case, although there were 
a few (a small minority) in the 
audience who seemed a bit shocked 
by the play’s general theme, and 
one of the local crix also voiced 
doubts on this score. 


As a matter of fact, when the 
chips are down, “Gigi” must be 
classed as an eminently proper, 
circumspect story, and one that 
would coincide with most of the 
strictest rulings of the Hays, John- 
ston or Breen offices, since, at the 
end, in the face of strenuous per- 
suasion on ‘the part of her own 
family, the 16-year-old heroine 
comes out in no uncertain terms as 
being insistent on a conventional 
marriage rather than any tawdry 
liaison, no matter how financially 
successful. 


That is one of the delightfully 
unexpected things about “Gigi.” 
For two-thirds of its length (first 
night final curtain fell at 10:50, 
after rising at 8:45) the Loos-Col- 
lette comedy shows Gigi’s grand- 
mother and great aunt working 


Plays Out of Town 


not equal to it. Francis Com t 

and Bertha Belmo wl 
as two pe ah rons re score strongly 

ymond Sovey has two 

lovely settings and the hitter 
both acts were made quickly and 
smoothly at the opening. Raymond 
Rouleau’s direction is, in general 
okay. The play drags a bit at the 
start and has a low spot in the 
first scene of Act II, but an easy 
ironing job is indicated. Al) in 
all, here’s one that looks headed 
for at least moderate success and 
which may go all the way. Waters. 





I Am a Camera 


Hartford, Nov. 9 

Gertrude Macy and ~ Walter Starke 
presentation of drama in three acts 
(seven scenes) by John van Druten, 
based on stories by Christopher Isher- 
wood. Stars Julie Harris, William 
Prince. Directed by van Druten. Settings 
and lighting by Boris Aronson; costumes 
by Ellen Freeman. At New Parsons The- 
atre, Hartford, Nov. 8, °51: $4.20 top. 

Christopher Isherwood...William Prince 
Fraulein Schneider....... Ilga Fabian 
oo i” Oa Martin Brooks 
Sally Bowles................ Julie Harris 
Natalia Landauer....... Marian Winters 
Clive Mortimer ward Andrews 
Mrs, Watson-Courtneidge CeleMcLaughtin 





By the time “I Am A Camera” 
reaches the Broadway scene it 
should be in focus. Unveiling at 
the New Parsons Theatre revealed 
a noticeable third-act lag. Re- 
writing in that department, plus 
other cutting and _ tightening, 
should put this drama into the win- 
ner’s circle. 

One of the main obstacles this 
play must overcome is its title— 
which sounds like an exploitation 
campaign for the lens and shutter 
industry. Title is taken from the 
lines of one of the actors, playing 
the role of a novelist in Berlin in 
pre-Hitler days. Tag becomes clear 
at the outset of the play, but may 
be hard to sell to those unfamiliar 
with the plot. 

Presentation allows Julie Har- 
ris — for the first time — to play 
adult role after a series of teenage 

arts. As a self-confessed harlot 
iving a Bohemian Berlin life, she 
displays top play-acting ability. 

Play deals with life in Germany 
in 1930, just before the rise of 
Hitler, when the German populace 
was looking for a scapegoat for its 
ills and finding it in the castiga- 
tion of Jews. Novelist Christopher 
Isherwood (William Prince) records 
those dark days by portraying him- 
self as a camera (hence the title). 
The story is a carnival of ‘sex, dis- 
sipation and lust. The handwrit- 
ing on the wall of those days be- 
comes secondary, as the play pro- 
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numbers staged by Agnes de Mille. | bet for film adaptation and isolated | 2Wkward waits and slipshod act-| out a planned and premeditated | ceeds on the: theory that sex is pa 
The pervading fault of the offering scenes are a natural for television. ing of others. Joe Marks, as the campaign to secure a wealthy more saleable than a recital of the su 
is the attenuated book, which gets Hobe, | Lothario grandparent, is a laugh-| lover (or, better still, lovers) for|facts of the times. pl: 
mired in impersonal non-essentials able type, and Francis Bethen-|the lovely young teenager. This| Prince, as the frustrated novel- ; 

and, with occasional bright inter- Dinosaur Wharf court, as the girl-chasing uncle, is| Parisian family, in 1900, is shown | ist, plays a compatible role. Miss 
ludes, becomes tiring before the| erese Hayden production of drama in| likeable buffoon. Jacques Au- as constitutionally opposed to mar- | Harris i topnotch as Sally Bowles, 
yg aya three hours’ running two. acts five scones) by Joel Wyman. regain Raga eggs Bone wy he. yy mother has been a|the hasuetheeated singer who has 
: is er. ‘eatures Lois eeler, Leo Penn, James 7 acks e A se) 
—~, 2 “ ya of several in-| Gre#r’. Harrison. Dowd.” Directed. by | Marya Saunders, as the young miss, | has r and her domestic career | no inhibitions when it comes to sex 


; scenery and lighting, Sam- : been most unfortunate, leay-|and men. For her they are an 
fectious numbers by Barten and ual Lave. At National, N.Y. Nov’ 8, ’51;| temporarily a house maid, is an en-|ing her as a rather impove PP ni d|escape from the peulity of life. 


some arousing ensemble dancing | $4.80 t6p ($6 opening). gaging ingenue. , second-rate singer and | When the romance between the two 
and singing numbers, the musical | MMV: +--+ -eeseeee ee William | Darrid) In the minor parts, Patricia} ported, for the most bo gs 











Bcc ciss by cs eed REET EVER Jastl ‘ ells, the play loses much of its 
rarely gets off the ground. Granted | Charlie.. 2.0 1....2000.0.0" James Gregory | Wright as the young girl next door | older members of the family, es- jells, the p - i 


steam. The vivacity of Miss Har- 
that a premiere audience can be | Pop...-..-seceeseeeeeeees Harrison Dowd]|is the typical bratty femme. age + ally Great” Aun he hussy lends 
abnormally unresponsive and that | S8M-vvvrsrrsrssssersees Sonn. Marriott) Clarke as the doctor has only a hes consorted with Gings amit @uies additional aul nF delight to 
the theatre was oppressively Over-| John............eeee0e- Stuart Macintosh} few moments onstage, but makes| and the like and has a fortune in | her role.. 
heated, the opening night perform- Paula Dies naa eeaee nase is Lois. Spear them count heavily. Alice Lee costly jewels to show for it Superabundant infusion of sex 
ance brought an uncomfortable | women 00 “Sally Gracie | wards, John Fiedler and Henry| Gigi is to be paired off as a mis-|into the production should help 
amount of coughing, which is an| Boy..........s.sesseees- Salvatore Mineo| Wadsworth are adequate in their | tress to a very wealthy young-man-| keep it on the Broadway boards 
unconscious and deadly form of | Will......--ssseeeeeeeee: Richard Vertnn | Toles. Set of 1925 parlor is in| about-town, whose current sweetie | for quite some time. Even the bit 
customer criticism. Add the fact | Mr. Brodie (12222211151/""John Marley | Keeping with the period. Zabe. |has given him a swift brushoff.| of how a young Jewish girl, Natalie 
that the intermission and the final | Mr. Sherman............ Gregory Robins aamennee Gigi has always adored him, and | Landauer (Marian Winters), is. se- 
curtain come as a release, and it's | Capt. Swansom-.----+ +>: "Eecres ieee The Rose Tattoo has welcomed his gifts of licorice | duced by her boy friend, Fritz 
a tough estimate of the evening’s|" (SHUBERT NEW HAVEN) and the gee of piquet they have | Wendel (Martin Brooks), is related 
entertainment quotient. Although local headlines provide New H ae played, but she balks, very def-| with more telling vigor than of her 
In contrast to “Brigadoon,” the}, pulsating background for “Dino- , New Haven, Nov. 8. | initely, at her aunt’s idea of be-| street fight with a group of Nazis. 
same authors’ 1946-47  smash,| ¢.+ Wharf.” the play itself seems For touring purposes, Cheryl/ coming his unwed mate And, at | Wendel does a neat job as the boy 
California gold-rush. For most of| .onal application. The Joel W sonal that apparently is the equal of the| then beguiled, promises honorable | bian as the German housekeeper, 
the first half it’s a guys-without-| Gama oo = tueid poet. 2, of Broadway troupe, so solid was its} marriage which almost bowls over | and Clive Mortimer as the well- 
dolls yarn and as a result lacks|\ tortront strife and romance, but reception when “Tatoo” hit the! the unconventional old ladies heeled American spendthrift, are 
color and scope for that portion. | jeaves even a sympathetic in Fees Shubert for a three-day stand. If there is any play-going field | solid in their bits. Cele McLaugh- 
Things accelerate just before the} syathetic, It He ge yo sll = god Still topping the company, in|for this type of entertainment, | lin is okay as the mother of Miss 
intermission with the entry of a Broadway and has little | iaekes roles, are aureen | “Gigi” should stand a sturdy | Bowles he German rooming 
bevy of dancehall gals into the| sor Rime or stock. but an “go Stapleton and Eli Wallach. Other| chance of success. It is French | house set by Boris Aronson rates 
mining town. But in the shorter! condensed into a tele att ie sed holdovers are Ludmilla Toretzka,| farce, but not of the door-slam- | bows as does the direction of John 
though long-seeming second act,| °F, “this drama, somewhat remi-| Dong murray; Dorrit Kelton, Au-| ming, double-entendre, dirt-for- | van Druten Eck. 
there’s too much emphasis on such | niccent of “Winterset.” Ste ohare” gusta Merighi and Rossana San|dirt's sake variety. It’ has grace 
static matters as the wholesale|3nq “Gentle People” the author | once: a include Sally} and piquancy, and its characters 
evacuation of the town as the lode a A sag roll rs Pre omer oe mod Rang Bf womeer, wars Demet and enjoyable traits ‘Kate,’ ‘Fledermaus’ In 
peters out, an e down-at-the- : ; ’ : , ough, . e 
mouth separation of the juveniles. | f¢vera! Ry oe bs ith the | Martin Balsam, William | Major, | Miller has seen to the selecting One Week in Columbus 
During much of this interval, Bar-| ¢hat although’ prehist as vn ee Connie Davis, Camila _ Ashland, | of a top-drawer cast, an outstand. Columbus, Nov. 13. 
' ton and the other principals are | {?3* § ree a po s ag = ro ne Aaa. ff ae ye mg ing factor which should play a| Metropolitan Opera’s “Fleder- 
i offstage. ne A : arge part i ” i 
ae Although Lerner and Loewe = o—- ig oe Se Sas has been added as an offstage | of “Gigi” in Tle “sour “is the Hy bay ng vo senggh ese te 
3 have never come up with stand-| that viglence begets violence that (eager performance of 22-year-old Audrey no anc Torso af eaenagy 6 “Dee. 17- 
| = pops in —_ pesviews ea evil once started must run its evil pevipmmenee og “hi gh ti Tye 9 ‘Scotch-Duteh girl) in the ton ‘The wee filled up fast 
‘ rations as “Brigadoon” and the : F ; 1 itle role. A i < . , 
earlier “What's Up?” and “Day | (OUtS¢. ~“ bey ob y Rpt Sa by pmene, oe. Se ex- growing the ‘awkward age. Miss last Thursday when ort or a 
” a : e some time. © iber anno 
ba in gy a I or vo Bacon” This sombre parable takes the | She gives tremend epburn has real talent as well|2ger Marry Schre 


ous substance to} as a magneti |that the touring “Kiss Me, Kate” 
numbers as “What's Goin’ on|1o'™. of @ love affair between an|the role of the demonstrative thermoree wee "ana will play his 2,900-seat Palace, also 























“et Here?,” “I Talk to the Trees,” “I| idealistic girl living with her retir- | Sicilian. Wallach packs a load of _ a downtown firsteunner, on Dec. 
‘8 ” «gant, | River barge, and a resolute dock-| of the truck-dri Don M , ichael Evans does a remarkable | 20-22. 
: In Between, Cc river. Don Murray’s| job i , 
Mio,” “Another pt “ All for be hed battling against the corrupt | work as the sailor is good acting, Character ee sympathy. alee 
alliance between treacherous union | and he has an excellent vis-a-vis in| about-town as the pla roceed : O., Nov. 13 
ee and venal shipping com-| Sally Hester, newcomer, who has| Cathleen Nesbitt is AR Aum ern Robert Boda, 
RALPH LOWE pany heads. The girl preaches|taken over the daughter role in| Alicia, and Josephine Brown save Pape Bey yg Bor “Fleder- 
involved In the laborracketcering | "Miz ad problem of “Tat ity | macs aba “Kise Mes ate.” bok 
: g ain road problem of “Tattoo” | is maus” and “ ’ , 
actesrapn copies “ot his book, THE ANGuisnen | Warfare but, after her father has|seems to lie in advance sale pro- Doris Patriva tntties pa = — into large downtown filmhouses 
YEARS, published by Pageant Press. on Thursday, | been beaten to death, she has to| motion. If this angle can be man-{of the late 20's, is delightful a. the week of Dec. 17, snagged the 
BROADWAY BOOK SHOP herself from a lecherous hoodlum. | formances of an engagement, show | and: o “ d Dolls” 
i ) : ’ t the end in which she | tional company of “Guys an ; 
1472 Broadway (bet. 424 & 43d St.) This earnest yarn, written, di-| shoul } aS ch_ she n. 
ay ested. tuk gheaed an tie yt Should have a se table tour. insists on singing the Bell Song| for a full week at the Hartma 


“How Can 1/4 Sea captain father on an East/|grade-A histrionics into the part vOMichwel By,, She exudes sex. 
Hartman Snags ‘Kate’ 
for some moments of inaudib lity, 
the 15th of November, from 4 te 6 p.m. at the) resort to actual killing to protect|aged successfully for early per-| Mama, especially in a tipsy scene, | first midwest appearance of the na- 
Bone, |from “Lakme” with a voice that's! Engagement will start Dec. 10. 
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Paris Pic Dialog Suit 
Les Editions Nouvelles, of Paris, 
was sentenced to $150 dam- 


ages to the publisher, Gallimard, 
for use of the dialog of the 
icture, “Symphonie Pastorale,” 
ased on the book by Andre Gide, 
whose rights are owned by Galli- 


mard. 

Defendants used the picture dia- 
log, scripted by team of Bost & 
Aurenche, for their illustrated 
book. The court held that this 
dialog was a kinematic adaptation 
of the Gide novel, and ordered de- 
fendant to pay the damages, plus 
having the books confiscated. 





Encyclopedia Yearbook 

American People’s Encyclopedia 
is prepping the first edition of the 
American People’s Encyclopedia 
Yearbook for early 1952 publica- 
tion. The Yearbook, which will 
cover the events of 1951, will also 
include articles by contributors 
whose positions have given them 
first-hand view of specific events. 

APE is distributed in the U. S. 
by Sears, Roebuck & Co. 





George McManus’ Book 

Henry LaCossett ghosting a 
Geosge McManus series for Col- 
lier’s on “Bringing Up Father.” 
McManus was feted in N. Y. last 
week by the Banshees, Hearst or- 
ganization, on the 40th anniversary 
of the creation of his “Jiggs and 
Maggie” characters. 





N. Y. Post’s 150th Anni Insert 

New York Post, founded in 1801, 
marked its 150th anni Monday (12) 
with a 48-page special insert. Sec- 
tion included a message from Pres- 
ident Truman, and articles by Sam 
Goldwyn, Brig. Gen. David Sarnoff, 
Henry Steele Commager and Irwin 
Edman, 

Daily had to turn down ads due 
to its 96-page mechanical limit. 





Ted Pratt’s ‘Big Bubble’ 

Ted Pratt’s latest Florida back- 
grounded novel, “The Big Bubble,” 
has been set for Dec. 3 publication 
by Duell, Sloane & Pearce. 

Meantime the filmization of his 
earlier novel, “The Barefoot Mail- 
man,” is skedded for a four-way 
preem Dec. 1 at the Wometco The- 
atres in Miami, Miami Beach, Ft. 
Lauderdale and Palm Beach. 





Bloomingdale’s Mag Come-on 

Bloomingdale Bros., N. Y. de- 
partment store, is peddling mag 
subscriptions on a “budget-reading 
plan.” Charge account customers 
can subscribe for any of 14 leading 
publications, for a minimum of two 
years, with their accounts billed 
monthly for.12 months. Mags are 
offered in various combinations of 
three subs, or customers can make 
their own selection. 

Minimum bill is $1 monthly. 





Two Satchmo Books 
Max Giffen of Time mag doing 
a Louis Armstrong biog for Ran- 
dom House, while Satchmo is writ- 
ing his “official” autobiography, in 
his unique style, for Prentice-Hall. 


Career Award to Lowell Thomas 

Lowell Thomas was_ presented 
with the annual Ohio Career 
Medal, one of the outstanding 
awards in that state, for long and 
distinguished service, at ceremon- 
ies in Columbus Saturday (10). The 
award is given each year by the 
Ohioana Library Assn., and the re- 
cipient must be a native of Ohio. 
Lowell Thomas was born. in Wood- 
ington, O. Gov. Frank J. Lausche 
made the presentation. 

Other outstanding Ohioan to get 
the same recognition was Howard 
Chandler Christy, formerly of Mor- 
gan County, artist. Christy. was 

orn in a log cabin on Meigs Creek. 


Mich, Plant to Aid.S. America 

Mead Corp., Dayton, O., has 
sold its Michigan newsprint plant 
at Manistique, Mich., to the n- 
ton (N. J.) Times ‘-_ for approx- 
imately $4,000,000. e plant’s an- 
nual production of 25, tons of 
newsprint is scheduled for sale to 
South American newspapers. 

The mill must first be converted 
to newsprint production, its orig- 
inal function when founded in 1916. 
The Mead Corp., which acquired 
the mill in 1943, had changed its 
operation to the manufacture of 
hanging raw stock for the wall- 
Paper nee y- The mill was 
started by W. J. and F. E. Murphy, 
then owners of the Minnesota Trib- 
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une Co., to supply newsprint for 


the Minneapolis Tribune, then the 
largest daily newspaper west of 
Chicago. 


Thomas L. Kerney, general man- 
ager of the Trenton Times Corp., 
is treasurer of the Inter-American 
Press Assn. “It was evident some- 
thing practical must be done about 
the very critical shortage of news- 
print in South America, if freedom 
of the press is to continue in those 
countries,” hé said. 

He emphasized that sending the 
output of the Manistique mill to 
South America will not take news- 
print from any U. S. publishers. 
He could not name the South 
American papers to participate in 
the distribution of the newsprins 
because the tonnage had not yet 
been allocated. Production of 
newsprint will start soon after New 
Year’s. The mill’s capacity will be 
about 80 tons a day and the mill 
will employ about 150 persons. 





Gilbert Seldes’ ‘Previews’ 


Gilbert Seldes’ “Previews of En- 
tertainment” (Bantam, 25c) is an 
unusual venture in the pocketsized 
paper-bound book field. Not only 
is the tome an original, but it’s us- 
ing the speedier production time 
of this kind of book (it took three 
weeks from completion of manu- 
script to distribution) to tackle a 
subject where time is important. 
“Previews” contains advance facts 
on over 700 films,~TV and radio 
shows, legit productions, books, etc. 
as a guide to the American enter- 
tainment-seeking public. 

Seldes, author of “Seven Lively 
Arts” and the more-recent “Great 
Audience,” aimed at doing for show 
biz what Duncan Hines does for 
dining out. He stated his object is 
to be objective, telling the audience 
what each specific offering is likely 
to hold in store for them, without 
giving his own critical judgment. 
By and large he succeeds in that 
goal, although in some instances 
his own feelings sneak in (via his 
system of classification). That isn’t 
bad, however, since he’s a seasoned 
critic with considered values, and 
overall the tone is friendly to all 
facets of show biz. 

The big problem, of course, is 
the time factor. Volume covers 
the period through June, 1952, and 
in several instances it’s out of date. 
Nevertheless, it will be a valuable 
guide, particularly to people out- 
side the big cities, and it should 
serve as a stimulus to more show- 
going, radio-dialing, book buying, 
etc., and to a more selective kind 
of shopping for ae, 

ril, 





CHATTER 

Woodrow Wirsig, exec editor of 
Look, off to Europe. 

Bernie Kamins’ book, 
Propaganda,” will be published 
this month by Houlgate House. 

Henry Gemill, managing editor‘ 
of the Wall Street Journal, in 
Hollywood to gander the studios. 


Buck Herzog in Hollywood for 
his annual gander at the film in- 
dustry for the Milwaukee Sentinel. 


Christmas story about Fifth Ave- 
nue, which Silas Spitzer authored, 
is in the December Holiday Mag- 
azine. 

Jo Ranson, WMGM (N.Y.) flack 
chief, and artist-daughter Justine 
Schachter collaborating on a juve- 
nile tome about Coney Island. 

H. Allen Smith and his wife 
Nelle back from London and’ Paris 
where he went on a Doubleday as: 
eo to do a comedy travelog 


Franklin S. Forsberg has re- 
signed as veepee-general manager 
of Hillman Periodicals (Pageant, 
People Today, etc.), effective Fri- 
day (16). 

P. J. Kenedy & Sons observes 
its 125th year in publishing on 
Nov. 21 with release of “A Cath- 
olic Book Chronicle,” the story of 
the firm. 

Isabelle Moore in Hollywood to 
sell her two Redbook mag articles, 
“I Hate Divorce” and “Do You 
Remember My Daughter,” to the 
film lots. 

John Horn, CBS-TV Press Infor- 
mation staffer, sold an article about 
jockeys, “The League of Little 
Men,” to the Elks magazine for the 
December issue. 

Esquire-Coronet publisher David 
A Smart, with his wife, Gaby, to 
Boca Raton for the winter. Plan 
staying there five or six months in 
the house they just built. 

Coronet’s January issue _ will 
have several features on films. 
Cover story is on Rita Hayworth, 
7 Grady Johnson. Mag also in- 
cludes a 16-page picture spread on 
“Hollywood at Night.” 

Lloyd Morris’ social history of 
Gotham, “Incredible New York,” is 
due from Random House Nov. 21. 


“Basic 


Marvin Levy now aide to Tex & 
Jinx (McCrary) is readying their 
daily ‘“‘New York Closeup” columns 
on personalities for the. N. Y. 
Herald Tribune. He came from 
radio and TV production. 

“Bottoms p,” publicist Ted 
Saucier’s compilation of never-be- 
fore-published cocktails and mixed 
drink recipes of famous hotels, res- 
taurants, clubs and personalities, 
will be published Friday (16) by 
Greystone Press. 

Roving correspondent Bob Dein- 
dorfer back from Middle East as- 
signments, y way of Paris and 
London, set to do some radio-TV, 
guest shots about his “Bosphorus 
bowl”. experiences. Deindorfer’s 
brother is Jack Denton, vaude-né 
tery single. 

Tom Clarke, manager of the Ar- 
gyle Theatre, Birkenhead, England, 
arrived in New York last week for 
editorial conferences on several 
magazine articles and to look over 
U. S. TV shows for children. Be- 
sides a commitment from the 
Reader’s Digest for an article on 
Harry Lauder, the British theatre 
manager is discussing two other 
pieces for the same publication. 


J e < . > 
Yiddish ‘Mikado’ Set 

A Yiddish version of Gilbert & 
Sullivan’s “Mikado,” translated by 
Miriam Walowit, a Brooklyn school- 
teacher, and titled “Der Yiddisher 
Mikado,” will be presented by the 
Deborah Group of Brooklyn Ha- 
dassah, at the Brooklyn .High 
School for Homemaking, starting 
Feb. 9. Gertrude Rady will direct. 

Miss Walowit’s Yiddish version 
of “Pinafore” was produced in 1946 
peridically through 1949, for the 
benefit of Hadassah. 
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Continued from page 58 jae 


be even less vulnerable to legal at- 
tack. 

Ring’s case stemmed from the 
production in 1944 by Irving Gau- 
mont of the Harold Spina-Edward 
Heyman- Walter Hannan play, 
“Stovepipe Hat.” Originally a back- 
er of the show, Ring subsequently 
acquired ownership of the produc- 
tion and then closed it when the 
authors exercised their right under 
the Guild basic agreement to pre- 
vent him from making unauthor- 
ized script changes. 

Ring’s suit against the authors 
included the Guild as co-defendant, 
charging the basic agreement vio- 
lated the anti-trust laws. The N. Y. 
Supreme Court ruled in the plain- 
tiff’s favor on the monopoly issue 
and the Appellate Division failed 
to clarify the matter. However, 
when the case was heard by the 
N. Y. Court of Appeals, after 
Arthur Garfield Hays had taken 
over as Guild attorney, Ring's 


-claim for damages was nixed and 
the court refused to sustain the 
monopoly charge. 









‘Pacific’ 
Continued from page 57 


after rental is $38,000, with ex- 
penses running to $26,666. Net 
profit is $11,338. Year’s net will 
be about $575,000. 

Expenses have been fairly regu- 
lar, with no attempt made to slash 
the budget as with many other 
long-run shows, especially in the 
advertising end. Cut may now be 
a little less, as Miss Blair has just 
signed a new starring pact, and 
her’s and Eastman’s name have 
gone above the title. 


There have been two unusual an- 
gles about this production. One 
has been the consistent selling out 
of the Wednesday matinee. Chi- 
cago has never been a great mid- 
week town, most shows skipping 
that performance. Also, “Pacific” 
has more than $100,000 in advance 
mail orders, with reservations now 
being made into March. 

Outside of the replacement of 
David Burns for Ray Walston, and 
Irene Bordoni for Diosa Costello, no 
major cast changes have been made. 
There’s been a switch in the mu- 
sical conductorship, with Will Irwin 
taking over. Ross Bowman, assist- 
ant stage manager, has moved over 
to stage manage “Happy Time,” 
with LeRoy Busch replacing. The 
“Pacific’ company manager re- 
mains Harold Goldberg; pressagent, 
Al Butler, and stage manager, 
Tommy Turner. 

While the show had no opposi- 
tion for many months last spring 
and summer, except for “Moon Is 
Blue,” at the opening of the fall 

















Tome, covering past century, in- 











season, with the advent of three 
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Thirty years ago, while briefing for an initial transcontinental trek, 
I bypassed Emerson Hough’s “The Covered Wagon,” since I was going 
by train, and read Robert Louis Stevenson's “Across the Plains” in- 
stead. I was particularly impressed, in a melancholy way. by the fact 
that after the candy butcher had passed through the car Stevenson kept 
his foot in the door in order to get a breath of fresh air. I, too, first 
traveled before air-conditioning. 

In my day, as in his, Chicago was a dreaded stopover. It was more 
like a delta than a bottleneck. There were through trains from coast- 
to-coast for oranges but not for people. People, like cattle, were 
supposed to know that Chicago was the end of the line. You either 
went to the stockyards and were heard of no more or you hid out for 
six hours and then caught another train at another station and piled 
into a sleeper that was either too hot or too cold and had windows that 
either wouldn’t open or wouldn't close. 

Chicago itself was cold or windy or rainy or steaming hot. But 
friendly. Always friendly. It took radio to make this conviviality pay 
off. The audience-participation show was tailored for Chicago, and of 
all these which now crowd radio and TV none has approached Tommy 
Bartlett’s ‘Welcome Travelers.” It is now the No. 1 daytime a-p show. 
More than 7,000,000 listeners take it daily instead of Hadacol. 

Before June 30, 1947, Bartlett was a billing split between pears and 
a dictionary of familiar quotations. But since then it has become best 
known as the last name of Tommy. 

Short of the brown-robed monks of St. Francis of Assisi, no group 
works harder at being kind to passing strangers than the bunch spark- 
ing “Welcome Traveler.” They still fan out before the crack of dawn 
and catch people coming in on trains, planes and buses in the hope of 
catching a human interest story that deserves to be paid off in tax- 


laden loot. The collecting and dissembling of these gifts is the task 
of Les Lear, 
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Lend Me Your Lear 

Among the background boys of show biz Lear is king. He and his 
crew of 27 hustlers are responsible for the smooth manner with which 
their genial host from coast to coast handles interviews. 

Their pickups are escorted to the Hotel Sherman. That’s the old 
Ernie Byfield bistro, now run by Frank Bering, who began there as a 
busboy in the closing years of the 19th century. The guests have 
breakfast downstairs in the College Inn Porterhouse, where a crew of 
interviewers get their stories in snug shape so they can be put on 
cards to guide Bartlett, who, as a rule, does not see the guest till they 
meet before the mike. 

Those whose interviews come over particularly well are held over 
for luncheon at the Well of the Sea and then sent off for free trips 
around town, to dinner at some well-known restaurant and topped by 
the best show in town. 

Lumps For Your Larynx - 

Almost every “Welcome” program has one needy case deserving of 
necessities rather than luxuries. Some of these stories would draw 
tears from Bismarck’s statue. When Bartlett asks, “What can ‘Wel- 
come Travelers’ do for you?”, it isn’t a rhetorical question. Whatever 
the request, they try to play it straight. A polio case wanting a wheel- 
chair, a bride wanting a wedding ring, because hers was too large and 
a subway snitcher swiped it—whatever they ask for they get. Well, 
almost. I think over the years their average of getting “just what we 
needed” is 920 out of a possible 1,000. Where the request is too 
modest and many children are involved they pile clothing, toys and 
food on the grateful guests. 

Chicago is a hospitable town but takes an enormous amount of work 
for Lear’s staff to scrounge around and get what the travelers want 
rather than what the merchants want to give away. Lear’s little cubby- 
hole at the far end of the Sherman Hotel basement is a madhouse of 
telephones, and Lear has a unique genius for getting over a phone what 
mobsters couldn’t even get at the point of a gun. He has a big office 
elsewhere in Chicago but the main work is done in the Sherman dug- 
out. 

As people unfamiliar with radio can’t all be trusted to say the right 
thing, the “Welcome Travelers” show is taped. today for tomorrow’s 
release. Precious little editing is necessary but it is a precaution that 
costs little and pays off with fewer headaches. 

Who Pays This Tax? 

The program gets plenty of “names,” of course, but Bartlett’s main 
interest is in giving most to people who need it most. Danny Kaye 
recently got a contour chair worth $135 while spieling for “Movietime 
U.S.A.,” but there must have been a touch of irony in this because he 
won’t be able to sit down, let alone lie down, for months, judging from 
the schedule he announced as his itinerary from now till next spring. 

Now and then Bartlett takes his show on a junket but it operates 
best where it began. He flies around a lot weekends in his own Cessana. 
In his plane he makes unexpected visits to the bedridden whose names 
have popped up on his program. 

Not long ago he took the crew to Europe with a planeload of gifts 
for GI’s who haven’t been home in a long time. The gifts included 
refrigerators, movie cameras, sterling silver, luggage, automatic washers 
and bicycles—even tandems for GI’s and the frauleins. 

This is Bartlett’s fifth year with Procter & Gamble and NBC. Bob 
Cunningham has been the director-announcer from the beginning and 
introduces the guests to Bartlett. Then he slips behind the m.c. and 
feeds him little blue cards with all the distressing details of the one 
being interviewed. 

Anything For a Laugh 

Whenever stuck for a surefire response Bartlett can always fall back 
on, “What was the most exciting experience of your life?” Ordinary 
people frequently come up with extraordinary answers when prodded 
with this sparker. 

“Well,” said one, “I had a pair of red-headed twins born to me on 
April Fool’s Day. That was exciting.” 

“For me,” said another, “it was getting my engagement ring. while 
waiting for Mom and Dad outside a funeral parlor.” 

“Once I let a man into the house,” said a Nashville housewife, “be- 
cause he wanted a drink of water. He drank a mouthful and then 
began to strangle me. I screamed. He let go and told me never to do 
that again. ‘Don’t ever give me,’ he warned, ‘a drink of water from 
the Mississippi river’.” A 60-year-old Wisconsin farmer reflected a 
moment and said, “Well, I guess the most exciting experience in my 
life was when I broke my neck.” 

As a pratfall is funny because it is only a fraction this side of a 
fracture, so are these experiences of plain people. They all get re- 
warded with laughter and applause and the laugh that stays longest 
with them, I suspect, is Tommy Bartlett’s. 

I wouldn’t be surprised if one day a tired St. Bernard dog, far from 
the Swiss Alps and out of whisky, appeared on the program and got six 
cases of Wilson’s dog food, because Bartlett, Lear, et al., are that kind 
of people in an essentially kind branch of what Messrs. Green and 
Laurie have so beautifully described as “Show Biz.” 
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and four more bookings here, it 
was felt that business might fall 
off. Tentative plans were made 
for “Pacific” to pull out the end of 
November, with “Guys and Dolls” 
coming in for an indefinfte stay. 





With the advance the way it is, 





however, management is now talk- 
ing about rounding out its second 
anniversary here. 





Todd Duncan will mark his first 
New York recital in eight years, at 
Town Hall, Sunday (18). 
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Broadway 


Coast scripter Alan Lipscott in 
on a holiday. : ‘ 

Kenneth ,Kaplan, formerly with 
William Morris, joined Ken Later’s 
talent agency. 

Ricardo Cortez and Adolphe 
Menjou east on personals and TV- 
AM guesters. 

Val Parnell flew in for the Jack 
Benny dinner and back to London 
pronto; ditto agent Harry Foster. 

Denise Darcel currently touring 


eastern cities in behalf of “West- | 


ward the Woman,” in which she 
stars. 

Henry Morgan subletting (Miss) 
Candis Ray's apartment while she’s 


west on radio and transcription 
shows. 
George Burns (& Allen) left 


Gracie Allen behind when he flew 


in for the Jack Benny (Friars) 
dinner. 
Gigi Perreau launches 10-city 


tour here Sunday (18) for promotion 


headline anni show at his Carousel 
with Kyle MacDonnell. 

Miriam Sage now has dancing 
lines at both Lenny Litman’s 
Casino and Bill Green’s. 

Victor de Sabata back to Milan’s 
La Scala Opera after conducting 
Pittsburgh in six concerts. 

Jan Andree, ex-disk jockey, 
named house m.c. and pressagent 
for VTW Club in East Liberty. 

Xylophonist Arlene Colyer signed 
for guest spot every other week 
on “Perfection Time” TV show. 


Philadelphia 
By Jerry Gaghan 


Jan Crockett, “Miss Florida of 


| 1950,” is featured in Embassy Club 
| show. 





Bobby Sheldon (& Burnett), ail-" 


ing for months, made comeback 
1(9) at Lexington Casino. 

| “Iee Capades” drew a gross of 
| $225,000 in 16-day run at Arena. 
It was $38,000 over last year’s. 
Temple U. gave surprise birth- 


of U’s “Weekend with Father,” in| 22Y Party (8) to Eugene Ormandy, 


which she has a top role. 


The Herbert Wilcoxes (Anna 
Neagle) to Montego Bay, Jamaica, 
B.W.1., in two weeks for their 
“first real vacation in a long time.” 

Actor Edmond O’Brien in from 
the Coast for Monday’s (12) open- 
ing of “Paint Your Wagon,” 
musical in which his wife, Olga 
San Juan, is featured. 

Mayor Impellitteri officiated at 
unveiling of portrait of ex-Shep- 
herd John Golden in the Lambs 
Clubhouse last Thursday (8). Cur- 
rent Shepherd Bert Lytell pre- 
sided. 

Silver anni of Paramount The- 
atre and kudos to latter’s manag- 
ing director Robert M. Weitman 


will be twin-billed at Toots Shor’s | 


with a 
day (21). 

Joan Caulfield, who costars with 
David Niven in “The Lady Says 
No,” doing a,p.a. tour of five 
southern cities for the Frank Ross- 
John Stillman, Jr., production for 
United Artists release. 

Jack L. Warner nd Harry M. 
Warner in from the Coast to join 
Major Albert Warner for the Pic- 
ture Pioneers’ dinner tomorrow 
(Thurs.) at the Waldorf honoring 
the three freres as the “PP of the 
Year.” 

B. S. Moss, film industry pioneer, 
and Mrs. Moss celebrated their 
50th wedding anniversary Sunday 
(11) at a party held in the Persian 
Room of the Hotel Plaza. He’s still 
active as a metropolitan N. Y. cir- 
cuit operator. 

Billy Rose filed for a zoning 
variance in Chappaqua, N. Y., that 
would allow him to sell h’s 130- 
acre estate there to the Cenacle 
of St. Regis, Roman Catholic con- 
vent. Property would be used as 
a retreat. Zoning hearing is set 
for Nov. 20. 

George A. Sloan, Met Opera 
board chairman, last weekend flew 
in from Paris, where he’s been 
working on the U. S. defense pro- 
duction program, to attend -last 


luncheon next Wednes- 


night's (Tues.) Met opening. He’s | 


due to go abroad again, on a simi- 
lar mission, shortly. 

Hotel Lord Tarleton (Miami 
Beach) boniface Walter Jacobs and 
his wife, Molly, had to cancel their 
Mexico City vacation because of 
her father’s serious illness in N. Y. 
The Jacobs family’s deal for the 
Flamboyant Hotel, in the Virgin 
Islands, was nixed because of the 
limited 42-room capacity. 

Spyros P. Skouras will be hon- 
orary chairman of the dinner-con- 
cert marking the 10th anniversary 
of the founding of the American 
Fund for Israel Institutions at the 
Waldorf, N. Y., Dec. 17. Program 
will include Lily Pons; Andre Kos- 
telanetz, conducting the Philadel- 
=~ Orchestra; Jerome Robbins, 

ora Kaye, and Lee Strasberg di- 
recting a scene from an Israeli 


Pittsburgh . 


. By Hal Cohen 

Rudy Vallee booked into Lenny 
Litman’s Copa, week of Nov. 26. 

Howard Newman back in town 
_ beating drums for “Kiss Me, 

ate.” 

Francis Mayville named _- 
peak eorecter of Catholic Theatre 

uild. 

Fred Burleigh has picked “Broad- 
way” for his December show at 
Playhouse. 

Jackie Heller back to his Carousel 
this week for anni show with Kyle 
MacDonnell. 

Peggy Ann Garner here during 
run of her husband, Richard Hayes, 
at Vogue Terrace, 

Agent Georgie Claire has just 
signed exclusive booking contract 
with Monte Carlo. 

Johnny Harris will go to Dublin 
eer, 23 for installation of new 

ariety Club tent. 

Kay Marshall, enie Baird's 
cinging sister, on at Monte 

with Reis Bros. 
Jackie Heller back home to co- 





Philadelphia Orchestra conductor. 
Nelson Eddy cancelled Academy 
of Music date (15) under Emma 
Feldman sponsorship because of 
throat ailment. 
Ed Barsky has taken over the 
|entire M-G-M platter distribution 


to Edward Barsky, Inc. 

Tony La Pata, who just wound 
32 weeks with Ralph Flanagan’s 
band, leaving to rejoin trombone 
section of Buffalo Symphony. 


Paris 


By Maxime de Beix 
(33 Bd. Montparnasse; Littre 7564) 
Hazel Scott and Jaden Wong on 
|} same bill at Drap d’Or. 
Daniele Delorme sick and having 





plans. 


French newsreel subsidy for the 
year set at $350,000 by the govern- 
ment. 

Fred Packard over from London 
to scout here for writing talent for 
TV shorts. 


tourists going abroad cut down on 
retrenchment policy. 

Jean Cocteau signing Jean Louis 
Barrault to do _ his tragedy 
“Brutus,” late in December. 
Clement Duhour producing the 
film, “Paris Chante Toujours,” 
with plenty of guesting talent. 

John B. Nathan, Paramount Eu- 
ropean boss, tossing cocktail party 
for George Weltner, Par’s foreign 
chief. 

Francis Ramsden back at the 
Plaza Athenee after five days in 
the American Hospital for  ver- 
tebra trouble. 

The Louis Vaudables getting 
Paris celebs to celebrate reviving 
of their “Petit Cafe” next to the 
street entrance of their Maxim's. 

Edith Piaf, now recovered, to top 
next bill at Mitty Goldin’s ABC 
vaude house Nov. 16. Will intro- 
duce new songs in her repertoire. 


Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 

Jean Parker and Roberty Low- 
ery here for date at Celebrity 
Club, Sydney. 

Greater Union’s rebuilt Odeon, 
Melbourne, opened Nov. 2 with 
“Browning Version.” 

Sam Snider, chief of the Snider- 
Dean pic loop, due back in Sydney 
base after gg! world look-see, 

Ealing is getting set to floor 
Nevil Shute’s yarn “ Town 
Like Alice” at Pagewood studio; 
Sydney. 

Wirth’s Circus playing Mel- 
bourne currently for limited run 
prior to hitting the wheat, wool 
and corn belts. i 

The Jack Smith show is hitting 
high popularity rating on once- 
weekly dating via Australian 
Broadcasting Commission. 

Paramount's “Samson and Deli- 
lah” looks eee for a solid run at 
the Prince Edward, Sydney, minus 
upped admissions on four-a-day 
basis. 

Italian pic, “Bitter Rice,” will be 
distributed here by RKO on deal 
made with Hoyts, who imported 
the pic for local playdates on its 
own loop. 


Washington 
By Florence S. Lowe 
Jascha Weifetz in on Armistice 
~~ for benefit concert. 

ally Rand teed off her Club 
Kavakos stint with well attended 
press conference. 

Continentals, European singing 
troupe, and Italian violinist Maria 
—— current in Hotel Statler’s 
Embassy Room. ~ 

The Irving Berlins weekend vis- 
itors for wedding of Ellin Berlin's 
half sister, Kay Blake, to State 
Dept.’s Jan Libich. 

ean Hersholt in town Monday 
(12) for formal presentation of his 
famed Andersen Fairy Tales col- 


lection to Library of Congress, 








1- | here, changing name from Pak-Bee | 
legit | 


to postpone all stage and screen! 


Allowance in francs for French | 











London 


Lucienne Boyer opens a two- 
week cabaret run at the Empress 
Club tonight (Wed.). 

Leo Fuld hopped from Paris to 
do a one-night one-man concert 
at the Hackney Empire last Sun- 
day (11). 

Doodles & Spider booked to fol- 
low Carl Ravazza at the Colony 
and Astor opening next Mon- 
day (19). 

Archie Robbins to the continent 
after his cabaret date at Ciro’s. 
Plans to sail home on the Liberte 
tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Allyn McLerie took over femme 
lead from Yolande Donlan in “To 
Dorothy, A Son,” which celebrates 
its first anni Friday (23). 

Max Thorpe and Arthur S. 
Abeles, Jr., Columbia and Warner 
Bros. toppers, back at their desks 
after recent homeoffice huddles. 


Belita, who has just finished her 
latest blades show at the Empress 
Hall, Earls Court, inked for Nat 
Karson’s Christmas production at 
Metro’s Empire. 

Jerome Whyte sails for New 
York at the end of November, and 
will vacation in Puerto Rico over 
Christmas, but intends to return 
early next year. 

Kenneth Spencer, who appeared 
in the N. Y. production of “Show 
Boat” with Pearl Primus, has been 
added to the cast of the dancer’s 
London show at the Princess Thea- 


| tre. 


Ralph Richardson is directing as 
well as starring in the screen ver- 
sion of “Home At Seven,” which 
is being produced by Maurice 
Cowan under the Sir Alexander 
Korda banner. 

Alfred Marks, 
“Rainbow Square” 
Theatre, doing a cabaret stint at 
Selby’s. Miriam Karlin, a hit in 


currently 





school in Salzburg. Will tour U.S. 
shortly. 


Provinces of Vorarlberg and Ty- 


rol boycotted by Austrian distribs 
because diets there refused to low- 
er taxes. 

Vienna Singing Boys inked for 
South African tour. Brahms Saal 
sold out. He was 18 years with 
N. Y. Met. 

Prof. Hans Sittner, back from 
American tour, lectured to Austro- 
American society on “Musical Edu- 
cation in U. S. A.” 


Scotland 


By Gordon Irving 

Billy Cotton band set for Glas- 
gow variety, Nov. 19 ] 

Deep River Boys topping bill 
again at Empire Theatre, Glasgow. 

Perth Theatre doing “Misalli- 
ance,” George Bernard Shaw com- 
edy. 

Billie Wyner, Scot pianist, into 
cabaret at Piccadilly Club, Glas- 
gow. 

“Tron Man,” Universal pic, did 
top biz at Gaumont Theatre, Glas- 
gow. 

British Dance Theatre, modern 
dance group, mulling N. Y. engage- 
ment. 

Ruth Draper registering strongly 
at King’s, Glasgow, with Paul 
Draper. 

The Hugonys, 
trio, open British tour in Glasgow, 
Dec. 17. 

Hazel Scott topping Glasgow 
Empire vaude, ;rior to tour of 
Scandinavia. 

Randolph Turpin, British boxer, 
skedded for vaude at Empire, Glas- 
gow, this week. 

The Kentones, 


new harmony 


in| quartet, inked for radio stint on 
at the Stoll| North England wavelength. 


New Vernon Sylvaine farce, with 
Robertson Hare and Arthur Riscoe, 


the new Hylton show, “Women of |set for Glasgow King’s Nov. 19. 


Twilight,” on same bill. 


Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 

Tony Pastor into Prom Ballroom 
for one-nighter. 

Edyth Bush Little Theatre to of- 
fer “Harvey” starting Nov. 15. _ 

St. Paul Flame has Nellie 
Lutcher set to follow Charlie Bar- 
net. 

London Opera Co. in “Carmen” 
skedded for St. Paul Auditorium 
Nov. 23. 

St. Paul Civic Opera Co. season’s 
initialer, “The Desert Song,” opens 
Nov. 15. 

Edyth Bush _ Little Theatre 
started three-week engagement of 
“Harvey.” 

Sadler’s Wells drew capacity for 
three performances at Northrop 
Auditorium. 

Rudy Vallee follows Morey Am- 
sterdam into Hotel Nicollet Minne- 
sota Terrace. 

George Dewey Washington, 
Negro singer, holding over on long 
run at Curly’s nitery. 

St. Paul Auditorium had Don 
Cossack chorus and dancers for 
one-nighter last week. 

Hotel Radisson Flame Room has 
songstress Diane Adrian and 
magico Randolph & Co. 

Phyllis Lundquist named Hotel 
Nicollet Minnesota Terrace press- 
agent, succeeding Ann Morrow. 

Stan Kenton in Twin Cities for 
two concerts this week, one each at 
Minneapolis and St. Paul Audi- 
toriums. 

St. Paul Flame has Charlie 
Barnet and Nellie Lutcher, in turn, 
scheduled to follow current Red 
Nichols. 

Stan Kenton here for Auditorium 
concert Nov, 12. Duke Ellington- 
Nat “King” Cole-Sarah Vaughan 
show due at same stand Nov, 21. 





Vienna 


By Emil W. Maass 
Austrian comedian Armin Berg 

guesting in Buenos Aires. 
Alois Pernerstorfer, opera singer, 
off to N. Y. for Met engagement. 
Stadt Theatre readying Johann 
Strauss operetta “Fanny Elssler.” 
Oscar Straus’ “Waltz Dream,” 
produced by Salzburg City Thea- 


tre. 

Rosalia Chladek Ballet guested 
at Cosmos Theatre in “Rhapsody 
in Blue.” 

hls go - 2 Heins appointed man- 
ager of Skala Theatre in Russian 
zone of Vienna. 

Bela Bartok’s last composition, 
“Concerto,” preemed by Karajan 
in Konzerthaus. 

Sacha Film Distributing Co. in- 
troduced 15-minute weekly radio 
program on its product. 

Donaufilm Breppiag Pinelli’s 
script, “The Divorced Miss,” with 
Eduard Hoesch producing. 

Guenther Stapenhorst inked by 
producer Willi Forst to script the 
“Empress Elizabeth” film. 2 

Largest non-stop Kino (news- 
reels and educationals —- opened 
in Lintz, Upper Austria, U. S. zone. 

Hertha de named successor 
for the Grete Wi ballet 





Pantomime on ice, “Dick Whit- 
tington,” opening as Christmas 
show at Empire in Glasgow Dec. 11. 

Barry Sinclair, leading player in 
“King’s Rhapsody,’ opened Inter- 
national Film Exhibition in Glas- 
gow. 

Benny Lee, Scot radio singer, 
planing to Paris for European 
Council of Administration broad- 


cast. 
Miami Beach 


By Lary Solloway 

George Solitaire, Broadway tick- 
et broker, at the Sea Isle. 

Walter Winchell’s radio aides, 
Paul Scheffels. (ABC) and John 
Bates (agency exec), joined him at 
Roney-Plaza. 

Martha Raye back in town ready- 
ing for return to her Five O’Clock 
Club (partnered with Norman 
Schuyler) on the 22d. 

The Frank (Ava Gardner) Sina- 
tras honeymooned here briefly at 
Green Heron Hotel, then went on 
to Havana’s Nacional. 

Ciro’s undergoing alteration in- 
side and out. Red Pollack and as- 
sociates still bidding for name 
— Expect place will seat 

50. 

Former Kitty Davis’ finally sold, 
to Philly group which owns Golden 
Slipper there. Will rename spot 
same and run Yiddish-American 
show and food idea. Group had 
the club optioned, but Latin outfit 
almost got the place. 


Portland, Ore. 


Jan Peerce sang with Portland 
Symphony. 

“Jazz At The Philharmonic” 
looms as sellout at Auditorium 
Friday (16). 

Forrest Tucker in town for cou- 
ple days to plug his new flicker, 
“Crosswinds.” 

Pat Rooney, Jr., into the Clover 
Club. Jat Herrod’s “Manhattan 
Cocktail Revue” (6) stayed there 
five weeks. 

William Duggan, manager of 
civic auditorium, has just returned 
from the east with “Oklahoma,” 
“Kiss Me, Kate,” “Gentlemen Pre- 
fer Blondes” and “South Pacific” 
inked for coming season. 

Jack Matlack, J. J. Parker The- 
atre exec, off to N. Y. to book some 
legiters. “Mr. Roberts” is set to 
open at Mayfair Theatre next 
month, Mrs. J. J. Parker, chain 
prexy, has been in Gotham several 


weeks. 
Tel-Aviv 


Tito Schipa due in soon for a 
number of concerts. 
Mischa Elman is in Israel giving 
appear as solost with the Isee 
as solo e Israe 
‘ On > of th bie impresari 
e of the our resarios 
in this country opens his new 
season with a troupe of interna- 
tional stars including Renee Lebas 
Jacqueline Jorris, Filemon 
Imperio Salas, The Chesterfiel 








|}art show opens Nov. 
Italian acrobatic 


Hollywood 


Andrew Marton plane 
Munich Pp din from 
anice Rule recoverin 
pendectomy. 5m d- 
Bill Hebert 

ws a i 

ennis O’Keefe in town 

month in N. Y. ot a 

Charles Rosher celebrating 42d 
year as cameraman. 

Cy Howard recuperating at home 
after tonsillectomy. 

George O’Hanlon filed suit to 
divorce Martha Stewart. 

Jules Buck and Delmer Daves 
returned from Guatemala. 

Don Hartman in town after Para- 
mount homeoffice huddles. 

Arthur Robbins home from the 
hospital after heart attack. 

W. E. Callaway sailed on Presi- 
dent- Monroe for world tour. 

Lloyd Bacon returned to work 
at 20th after a bout with flu. 

Herman Millakowsky checked in 
at Republic after six weeks in 
Paris. 

_Disk jockey Maurice Hart hos- 
pitalized for surgery in Santa 
Monita. 

Guy Madison and Andy Devine 
to Colorado Springs for sales con- 
vention. 

Mrs. Jesse L. Lasky’s one-woman 


16 at the 
Ambassador, 


Leo Sulky celebrated 65th anni 
as actor by taking role in “I Don’t 
Care Girl” at 20th-Fox. 

Tom Tutwiler planed to Bang- 
kok to handle photography for 
Sathaporn Cinema Co., Ltd. 

Arthur C, Bromberg, Herman 
Rifkin and. William Hurlbut in 
town for Monogram board meeting. 

Phil Buddin in from Aussie to 
gander new equipment and color 
processes for his Commonwealth 
Laboratories. 

Eddie Cantor and Lucille Nor- 
man entertained at the ‘Bonds for 
Israel” rally, with Vice-President 
Barkley as principal speaker. 


Chicago 

“Season In The Sun” due in here 
at the Selwyn Dec. 9 or 10. 

Rise Stevens pipes before the 
Anshe Emet forum Nov. 16. 

Mrs. Leon Ames, wife of the 
“Moon Is Blue” lead, in from the 
Coast. 

Gotham legit critic John Chap- 
man in town on the local Chau- 
tauqua, 

Wife of Universal producer Nate 
Blumberg in town on visit with 
son, Louis. 

Mel Marks, Chi Variety staffer 
for the past two years, resigned to 
go into the lumber biz. 

ANTA chief Robert Whitehead 
in town to catch “Member of Wed- 
ding” and Ian Keith in “King 
Lear.” 

Clare Boothe Luce in town hud- 
dling with John MacArthur on her 
new play, “Child of the Morning,” 
which preems Christmas Eve. 

Diana Lynn, Edgar Bergen, Gor- 
don MacRae, Keefe Brasselle, Lisa 
Kirk and Denise Darcel in for Sun- 
ea Harvest Moon Festival; Nov. 


returned from a 


Bermuda 

Songwriter Lyn Duddy recently 
ae on his third Bermuda vaca- 
ion. 

Burgess Meredith and ballerina 

wife Kaja Sundsten vacationed 
here after “Out West of Eighth” 
shuttered. 
More than 4,000 visitors and Ber- 
mudians saw the Pageant of Ber- 
muda staged nitely outdoors in the 
historical Town of St. George. 

Bermuda General Theatres in- 
augurated a policy of showing two 
Portuguese films a month for bene- 
fit of Portuguese speaking people 
in the Colony. : 

Concert pianist Elizabeth Travis 
opened the Bermuda Musical and 
Dramatic Society’s winter season 
with a recital at Trinity Hall be- 
fore packed house. ? 

Bob Russell, TV comic, emceed 
the Catalina swim suit fashion 
show at the Castle Harbour Hotel 
for 100 press, radio and TV people 
flown here by Catalina. 


Dallas 


Art Mooney’s band in a one-niter 
at Louann’s. ; 

Shirley Webb back at electric or- 
oa in Burgundy Room of Adol- 
phus. 

C. A. (Pappy) Dolsen, nitery 
owner, elected Variety Club chief 
barker for ’52. 

Dot Franey’s new ice show, 
“Dolls on Parade,” due Nov. 29 in 
Adolphus Hotel’s Century Room. 

“Rodgers & Hammerstein 

hts” concert drew a poor 1,000 
Friday (9) in Fair Park Auditorium 


” Duke Ehington-King Cole Trio- 
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Wednesday, November 14, 1951 


VARIETY 





OBITUARIES 


i SIGMUND ROMBERG 

Sigmund Romberg, 64, operetta 
composer, died of a cerebral hem- 
orrhage in New York Nov. 9. De- 
tails in Music. 


WILL BARKER 
Will Barker, 83, film executive, 
died in London, Nov. 6. One of 
the veterans of the British motion 





picture industry, he started in pro- 


duction in 1897 and collaborated 
with the late William Friese-Green. 
At the turn of the century, he 
formed Barker’s Motion Picture 
Photography Co. and built the first 
Ealing studios which continued to 
operate until the outbreak of 
World War I. 








after he turned to scripting and 
directing. 

Most of Roberts’ long career was 
spent with Educational Studios and 
RKO. He wrote and directed many 
comedy two-reelers, both silent 
and early audible, and for the last 


17 years his work included the | 


Leon Erroll-Lupe Velez “Spitfire” 
features. Lately he had scripted 
three pix for Judy Canova at Re- 
public. He was a pioneer member 
of Screen Writers Guild and Screen 
Directors Guild. 


His wife survives. 


GEORGE C. WILSON, JR. 
George C. Wilson, Jr., 43, West- 


In 1901, he pro-|ern Pennsylvania theatre owner 


flarie Saxon 


duced his first story feature, and 
among his more notable produc: 
tions was the sound version of 
“Hamlet” starring Sir Johnston 
Forbes-Robertson. 

Barker made an outstanding con- 
tribution in the field of topical 
films, and annually his reel on the 
Grand National (the classic British 
racing event in the north of Eng- 
land) was shown on the screen at 
the old Empire, Leicester Square, 
the same evening. (Today, as a re- 
sult of labor controls, there is 
usually a time gap of three days 
between the event and screening.) 

Barker was a past president of 
the Cinema Veterans (1903) and re- 


Sigmund 





and an associate of Ray Allison, 
indie circuit exhib, died of a heart 
attack Oct. 26 in his hometown, 
Tyrone, Pa., while watching a high- 
school football game. He was dead 
in the stands when the team physi- 
cian reached him. 

Wilson was the son of the late 
exhib and early indie film distrib. 
He had only recently resigned as 
chairman of the Tyrone Commu- 
nity Chest on the advice of his 
physician and was succeeded in 
that position by Mrs. Wilson. 


FRANCIS GILBERT 
Francis Gilbert, 66, copyright at- 
torney for many composers and 





Romberg 


(November 9, 1951) 


mained active in the organization 
until a few days before his death. 





ROBERT B. SMITH 


Robert B. Smith, 76, musicom- 
edy-operetta librettist and lyricist, 
died in New York Nov. 6. He col- 
laborated with his elder brother, 
the late Harry B. Smith (regarded 
as the most prolific librettist of 
his day), on many tuners. They set 
words and book to the music of 
Victor Herbert, Franz Lehar, Os- 
car Strauss, Sigmund Romberg, 
Raymond Hubbell and others. 

They worked together on five 
Victor Herbert shows — “Sweet- 
hearts,” “The Debutante,” “The 
Girl in the Spotlight,” “Oui, 
Madame” and “Angel Face.” 
Among the other shows in whic 


The Members, the Officers and the 
Council of 


Songwriters Protective 
Association 


SIGMUND 
ROMBERG 


whe devoted so many years of his 
life to writers. 





£nith had a hand were “Gypsy 
Love,” “Modest Suzanne,” “The 
Rose Maid,” “The Lilac Domino” 
and “Sunbonnet Sue.” 

Smith first came to prominence 
in the early 1900s when he wrote 
the lyrics for the Weber & Fields’ 
show, “Twirly Whirly.” He later 
did the lyrics and libretto for 

Fantana” and the lyrics for ‘““Mex- 


James Merrill Herd 





icana,” “A Knight For A Day” and 
‘The Girl At The Helm.” 


His wife and two sisters survive. 





CHARLES E. ROBERTS 
Charles E. (Chuck) Roberts, 57, 
veteran screen comedy writer and 
director, died Nov. 10 in Holly- 
wood. He toured the Orpheum cir- 
cuit with his wife for two years, 
prior to joining D. W. Griffith as a 


Prop man in 1914, Shortly ‘there- 


Oe MisG sisi ei rg eres 








HARRY D. SQUIRES 





publishing firms, died in Sandy 
Hook, Conn., Nov. 10 after a short 
illness. 

_ Gilbert was an authority on mu- 
sical copyright and licensing. Dur- 
ing his career he handled cases for 
such pubberies and writers as Irv- 
ing Berlin, Frank Loesser, Bourne, 
Feist, Carl Fischer, Inc., G. Schir- 
mer, Inc., Guy Lombardo Music, 
and Bregman, Vocco & Conn. He 
was an organizer and director of 
This Is The Army, Inc., which pro- 
duced the Berlin musical of the 
same name for the benefit of the 
Army Emergency Relief Fund dur- 
~~ the second World War. 

urviving are his wife, a daugh- 
ter, a son, a sister and two brothers. 


HARRY LICHTIG 

Harry Licht g, 75, pioneer film 
talent agent, died Nov. 8 in Hol- 
lywood after a heart attack. He 
had made the rounds of the stu- 
dios the day before. 

Starting with an office on Hol- 
lywood blvd. in 1919, Lichtig was 
active continuously in the agency 
business for 32 years, with the ex- 
ception of three months in 1945 
when he was laid up with heart 
trouble. Among his early clients 
was Gary Cooper. 

For a number of years Lichtig 
was associated with his nephew, 
Benjamin Englander. They dis- 
solved their partnership in 1942 but 
the firm name of Lichtig-Englander 
continued. Englander was at his 
uncle’s bedside when he died. 


JOHN J. LEVAGGI 

John J. Levaggi, 63, former op- 
erator of several Boston niteries, 
died at his home in North Read- 
ing, Mass., Nov. 6. He was one of 
the Hub’s most important boni- 
faces during the late ’20s, spanning 
about 15 years. 

Among the more important spots 
Levaggi operated were Terrace 
Gardens, Lido Venice and the Fia- 
mingo Room. For past 10 years 
he had run a swank roadside 
restaurant in North Reading. Sur- 
vived by his wife and three sisters. 

ANNE LEHR 

Anne Lehr, widely known for her 
show biz charities, died Nov. 8 in 
Hollywood after a heart attack. As 
head of. the Guild bearing her 
name she did much to help the 
needy in Hollywood. During 
World War II she set up her own 
canteen with contributions from 
the film industry and supplied food, 
lodging and entertainment for 
visiting servicemen, 

Her first charity work was in con- 
nection with the Motion Picture 
Relief Fund. 


JOHN ALAN HAUGHTON 

















senior editor of Musical America 
mag, died Nov. 11 in New York. 
After theatre and light opera work 
(he was a member of the Wash- 
ington Square Players, N. Y., fore- 
runner of the .‘Theatre Guild), 
Haughton joined the staff of Musi- 
cal America in 1917. He also 
translated many songs, plays and 
operas. 

Two brothers and a sister sur- 
vive. 


REYNOLD R. KRAFT 


Reynold R. Kraft, 56, midwest 
sales manager of the Fort Industry 
Co., died of a heart attack in Chi- 
cago Nov. 7. Kraft joined the Fort 
Co., owners of 10 TV and radio 
stations, in July after having been 
a veepee of Paul H. Raymer; Co., 
radio-TV representatives, in Chi. 

Previously Kraft had been asso- 
ciated with NBC for 20 years as 
radio sales division chief and man- 
ager of the TV division. His wife 
and son survive. 





CLARENCE M. MILLER 


Clarence M. Miller, 65, musician 
with the Dallas Symphony Orches- 
tra, died Nov. 4 in a Dallas hos- 
pital. During the 1920s, he played 
in orchs at the Melba, Myjestic 
and Palace Theatres in Dallas. 
Later he was a member of various 
crews and led his own band for a 
while at the Hotel Adolphus and 
on KRLD. 


MRS. LILLIAN WEBER 

Mrs. Lillian Weber, 76, widow 
of the vaude comic Joe Weber, 
died in New York Nov. 10. She 
was w.k. around the country, hav- 
ing traveled for years with the 
team of Weber & Fields. 

Surviving are a brother and 
three sisters. 





ED BESSERER 


Ed Besserer, 73, musician and 
former theatre operator, died in 
Austin, Tex., Nov. 4. : 

At one time his Austin theatres 
included the old Hancock Opera 
House (now the Capitol), the 
Queen, Yale and Casino. 





WESSEL SMITTER 


Wessel Smitter, 59, novelist, died 
of a heart attack, Nov. 7, in Eu- 
reka, Cal. 

Smitter’s first novel, “F.O.B. De- 
troit,” a bestseller in 1938, was 
bought by Paramount and filmed 
as “Reaching for the Sun.” 


WM. SCOTT DARLING 
Body of William Scott Darling, 
53, screen writer, was found Nov. 
7, floating in the Pacific about a 
mile from Santa Monica. 


He had been missing 


since 
Oct. 29. 





MARION MURRAY 
Marion Murray, 66, silent film 
actress, died in New York Nov. 11. 
Her husband, actor Jed Prouty, 
survives. 





James E. Peterson, 64, super- 
intendent of equipment at WIP, 
Philadelphia, died Nov. 9 at his 
home there while hosting a party 
for one of his seven grandchildren. 
Survived by wife, four daughters 
and three sons. 





Thomas B. Burns, 68, musician, 
died in Fort Worth Nov. 3. He ap- 
peared with the John Philip Sousa 
band and in theatre orchs at the 
Majestic and Rialto Theatres in Ft. 
Worth. 





Wife, 34, of Sidney Deneau, sales 
manager of Lopert Films and for- 
merly sales chief Selznick Releas- 
ing Organization, died in New 
bavi Saturday (10) of a heart ail- 
ment, 





George Challis, 75, retired Mun- 
cie, Ind., theatre owner, died in 
that city Nov. 7. Veteran of 55 
years in the entertainment busi- 
ness, he formerly operated the 
Wysor Grand Theatre. 





Rose Meyer, 59, sister of Abe 
Meyer, chief of the Hollywood 
music department of Music Corp. 
of America, died Nov. 5 in Los 
Angeles. 
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Father, of Marcel Pagnol, of the 
French Academy, playwright and 
picture producer, died recently on 
his estate near Marseilles, France. 
Survived by another son, Rene. 





Father, 71, of Margo Jones, man- 
aging director of Dallas’ Theatre 
51, died in Livingston, Tex., Nov. 
10, He was county attorney of Polk 
County. 





- Julius Lulley, 58, owner of Har- 
vey’s Restaurant, Washington, died 
Nov. 11 in that city. Spot is a show 
biz landmark. 

Gene Levin, 58, former co-owner 
of the Wagon Wheel, East Akron, 
O., nitery, died Nov. 3 in that city. 








Francis McClintock, 51, for 


years a member | of Universal's 
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electrical staff, died Nov. 3 in 
North Hollywood. 





Lewis B. Breed, 76, assistant 
treasurer and founder of station 
WSPR, Springfield, Mass., died in 
that city Nov. 10. 





Paul Ferry, 47, projectionist at 
the Denis Theatre, Pittsburgh, 
since that house opened, died of a 
heart attack there Nov. 2. 





Jack Kay, 52, manager of Neis- 
ner Bros., Inc., Rochester, N. Y., 
ee store, died in that city Nov. 





DeForrest Hansen, 53, in charge 
of the Advancement Fund for 
Musicians’ Local 47, Los Angeles, 
died Nov. 4 in Santa Monica, Cal. 





Son of Orpha Kent, former 
actress-singer, was killed in action 
in Korea July 16, 1950. He had been 
reported missing for 15 morths. 





Mrs. James T. Raiche, concert 
pianist, died Nov. 12 in Spring- 
field, Mass. 





Wife of Tommy Valando, music 
publisher, died in New York, 
Nov. 12. 





Mother, 89, of the late Charles 
Nordhoff, author, died Nov. 12 in 
Santa Barbara, Cal. 

Jacob Pittner, 83, former Cin- 
cinnati cafe and nitery operator, 
died in that city Nov. 5. 


Phyllis Todd Greves, 34, of 
Roselle, N. J.’s Theatre Guild, died 
in that city Nov. 5. 








Wife, 35, of Alfred Humphreys, 
KTTV newsreel cameraman, died 
Nov. 3 in Hollywood. 





Mother of British legit actress 
Evelyn Laye died Nov. 4 in 
Bournemouth, England. 





Mrs. Crosby Adams, 93, pianist- 
teacher-composer, died in Ashe- 
ville, N. C., Nov. 9 





Mary E. Straub, 67, former stage 
actress, died Nov. 7 in Hollywood. 





Miguel Espinosa, 91, 
died in Guatemala, Nov. 10. 


MARRIAGES 


Ava Gardner to Frank Sinatra, 
Philadelphia, Nov. 7. Bride is film 
actress; he’s singer. 

Miriam Craig to Jack Shor, Nov. 
11, N. Y. Bride is actress; groom 
is publicist. 

Mrs. Susan F. Stevens to War- 
ren Hull, Nov. 3, Greenwich, Conn. 
He’s actor, now emcee of CBS’ 
“Strike It Rich.” 

Evelyn Bell to Russell Lewis, 
Ensenda, Mexico, Oct. 26. She’s 
an actress; he’s a legit producer. 

Grainne Bourke to Eamonn An- 
drews, Dublin, Nov. 7. Bride’s a 
former hoofer; he’s radio and TV 
gabber with BBC in London. 

Natasha Parry to Peter Brook, 
London, Nov. 3. Bride is legit 
actress; groom is a stage director- 
producer. 

Audrey Williams to Charles Lip- 
ton, Utica, N. Y., Nov. 11. He’s 
with 20th-Fox homeoffi¢e exploita- 
tion staff. 

Naomi Graner to Frank R. Wil- 
son, Pittsburgh, Nov. 1. Bride’s the 
daughter of William Graner, Mono- 
gram office manager in Pitt. 

Jeanne Gannon to William F. 
Oxenreiter, Pittsburgh, Nov. 2. 
Bride’s the daughter of John G. 
Rainey, retired film exhib and dis- 
tributor. 

Barbara Jeanne White to Dr. 
Andre G. Abbate, Hempsted, L. L., 
Nov. 11. Bride is a TV actress. 

Mina Cohen to Paul Seidman, 
Oct. 28, New York. Bride is sec- 
reta to Peter Davis, Theatre 
Guild business manager. 


20th Pays 1506 


i————} Continued from page 3 
deal suffered a last-minute cancel- 
lation. 

Under the Par buyout plan the 
authors were to advance 60% of 
the $27,500 and the producers 40%, 
which is the proportion in which 
they share in film rights receipts. 
Levin and Smith put up their 
$11,000 and Miss Loos and Joseph 
Fields (collaborator on the book) 
their $4,125 each. Styne and Robin 
were likewise to contribute $4,125 
each. 

“Blondes” was a_ Broadway 
smash, running 740 performances 
—almost two years. It is now cur- 
rently in Chicago until Dec. 23, 
when it moves to Dallas. Deal is 
currently under way for a London 
presentation. 

Carol Channing stars in the le- 
giter. 20th has not indicated 
whether it will sign her or use 


pianist, 











one of its contract players. Col had | 


planned to, star Judy Holliday. 
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New Acts 


Continued from page 55 


it is dated or reprised. Thus her 
Brooklynese setup, which is not 
inherently funny, would need to 
be fortified by material bearing 
|}her own stamp. The accent is, 
|after all, only a small foundation. 
Miss Miles starts off well with a 
couple ‘of narratives on “music, 
music.” But her across-the-bridge 
“real life dramas,” of a lower-case 
Brooklyn gal in a_ psychiatrist’s 
| clutches, don’t register. Her Clara 
| Bow flapper-era Charleston, et al., 
is lively but not adequate as either 
{an impression or caricature. — It 
| suggests boning up on the period. 
|Gal is nice-looking blonde, taste- 
| fully gowned in black satin. 
Trau. 











TRIO BASSI 

Risley 

10 Mins. 

Latin Quarter, N. Y. 


The Trio Bassi, French import, 
impress as one of the best risley 
groups seen in these parts in some 
years. They're okay for any visual 
situation. 

In their U. S. cafe debut, they 
show routines that are certain ap- 
plause-winners. Comprising two 
boys and a girl, Bassi outfit can 
juggle almost anything with their 
feet. Boy and girl start out with 
pedipulation of a ball and barrel, 
Other lad then takes front-and- 
centre and does some exceedingly 
deft stuff, too. : 

Windup, wherein each pedipu- 
lates a full-sized bed, a table and 
a large board, is one of the liveligst 
finales to any act. The applause 
is prolonged. Jose. 


GANJOU BROS. (3) & JUANITA 
Adagio 

9 Mins. 

Latin Quarter, N. Y. 

The Ganjou Bros. & Juanita, 
three boys and a girl, are a l- 
ished adagio turn whose routines 
are designed so that tricks weave 
into the terp patterns. Theirs is 
not a roughhouse act, but one that 
has a good deal of grace and gen- 
teelity. 

They show excellent tricks. Gal 
is thrown about with restrained 
abandon in most instances. They 
get excellent effects by underplay- 
ing and can hold a spot in the 
majority of deluxers and — 

ose, 


VADJA DELORO 
Flamenco 

7 Mins. 

Latin Quarter, N. Y. 

Vadja Deloro is a newcomer to 
these parts. She’s a well-stacked 
terper with a choice line of flamen- 
co. Routines are more designed to 
emphasize s.a. rather than folk 
steps. It works out well in her 
case, especially since she’s got the 
physical equipment to go with 
that type of routine. 

Miss Deloro needs a little more 
a in some of her terp passages. 

ther than that she can hold a spot 
in most cafe and video — 

ose, 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Fred Friendly, son, 








Nov. 6, N. Y. Father is co-producer 
with Edward R. Murrow of CBS- 
TV’s “See It Now,” as well as the 
“I Can Hear It Now” series of 
disks. 


Mr. and Mrs. Robert Grapper- 
haus, son, Los Angeles, Nov. 2. 
Father is a soundman at NBC. 


Mr. and Mrs. Charles Suber, son, 
Chicago, Nov. 8. Father is Chi of- 
fice manager for General Artists 
Corp. 

Mr. and Mrs. Allan Copeland, 
son, Hollywood, Nov. 7. Father is 
a member of the Modernaires, 
singing group. 

Mr. and Mrs. Scotty Beckett, son, 
Hollywood, Nov. 6. Mother is the 
former Sunny Vickers, actress, 
father is a screen player. 


Mr. and Mrs. Sherrill Taylor, 
son, Pasadena, Cal., Nov. 6. Father 
is CBS sales promotion manager 
on Coast. 


Mr. and Mrs. Robert Dundas, 
son, Houston, Nov. 7. Father is 
announcer on the “TV Kitchen” on 
KPRC-TV there. 


Mr. and Mrs. George Vines, 
daughter, Pittsburgh, recently. 
Mother’s the daughter of Ralph 
Harrison, Pitt bandleader and 
booker. 


Mr. and Mrs. Joe Jenkins, daugh- 
ter, Pittsburgh, Nov.. 4. Father’s 
with TV-radio department of 
Ketchum MacLeod & Grove agen- 
cy. 

Dr. and Mrs. Monroe Engelberg, 
daughter, Los Angeles, Oct. 28. 
Mother is the former Sheila 
Rogers, vaude and nitery comedi- 
enne. 
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